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(1} TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS .

(2) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Good aftermoon,

(3) On behalf of the United States Fish and Widiife

{4) Service, | would fike to welcome you to this pubiic

(5) hearing.

{8) The US Fish and Wildkie Service. LIS Bureau of

{7) Reclamation, Hoopa Valley Tiibe and Trinity County are

(8) conducling a joint process for taking comments on the

(8) draft Environmental Impact StatementEnvironmental impact
(10) Report for the Trinity River mainstem fishery restoration.
(11) My name is Robert Ruesink. The last name is

(12) spelied R-u-e-g, as in Sierra, i-n-k. I'm the supervisor

{13} for the Fish and Wildlife Service Snake River Basin Office
(14} in Boise, ldaho.

(15) And | will be serving as the presiding official for

{16) this hearing.

(17) At the front table with me this aftermoon are

(18) representatives from some of the other agencies, Marianne
{19) Musller —

(20) DR. MUELLER: Ellen.

(21} PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: | beg your

{22) pardon.

(23) — from the US Fish and Wildlite Service, Chris

(24) Ericksan with the county Board of Supervisors, Mike Oroutt
(25) with the Hoopa Valley Tribe, and Mike Ryan with the Bureau

-
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(1) evaluate the impacts of thace issues and to take steps to
(2) restore the health of the Trinity River system.
(3) In response to this congressional mandale, the
{4) Department of Interior has bean actively participating in
(5) a study for more than 15 years.

- (8) This has bean a coflaborative effort led by the US

(7) Fish and Wildlife, the, US Bureau of Reclamation, the Hoopa
(8) Valley Tribe and Trinity County.

(9) The EIS/EIR summarizes the research that has been

(10) undertaken aver the past several years and identifies for
{11) public comment several polential sternatives for

{12) restoring the Trinity River system. ’

(13) Impacls considered under NEPA and CEQA are not

(14} limited 0 Impacts to the fishery resources of the Trinity
(15) River, but include all impacts of the action affecting the
(16} human environment.

{17) The department encourages public comment on alk

{18) aspects of the drait EISEIR. This public hearing is part
{19) of the comment process on that draft.

(20) It will be closed to public comment December 20k,

(21) 1999. A Record of Decision is expected in the early spring
(22) of the year 2000. .

(23) On behali of the Fish and Wildlife Service, the

(24) Bureau of Reclamation, the Hoopa Valley Tribe and Trinity
(25) County |'thank you for the effort you have made to attend

frd
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{1} of Rectamation.
{2} Cther representatives of the US Fish and Wildlife
(3) Service are at the registration table. And they will be
{4) happy lo answer guestions and give you some additional
{5} information.
(6} | saw there were copies of the Environmental Impact
{7} Statement on that table. ' So please feel free to visit
(B} that infurmation table and ask them questions or get
(9) addtional infarmation from them. .
(10) At this point I'd like to introduce Mary Ellen who
{11} will make an additional comment.
(12) DR. MUELLER: Good aftemoon. Thank you for
{13) coming out on this rainy day.
{14} As he said, my name is Mary Elien Mueller. I'm
{15) the Fishety Supervisor for the California/Mevada
(16) Operations Office of the Fish and Wildlife Service.
(17) Release of the draft Trinity River mainstem fishery
(18) restoration Environmental Impact StatementEnvironmental
(19) Impact Report is the latest step in & process that
(20) Congrees initiated several years ago to address
{21) long-standing concems about the effects of water
(22) diversion, in-stream habitat, sedimentation and water
(23) management issues on the Trinity River system's health,
(24) including its once abundant salmon mns.
(25) Congress directed the Secretary of the Interior 1o
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{1) this meeting and also thank you in advance for your
(2} comments.
(3) Now Ill pass it on to Chrig Erickson. And he can
{4) infroduce himself. )
{8) MR. ERICKSON: Hi. I'm Chris Erickson. ['m
{6) a Trinity county Supervisor and the designated
(7) representative of Trinity County to listen to the comments
(8) that are made here.
(9) Trinty County will be holding a public hearing
{10) before the entire board on December 7th over in
{11) Weaverville.
(12) Mike?
(13) MR. ORCUTT: Good aftemoon. My name’s Mike
(14} Orcutt, here representing the Hoopa Valley Tribe. And |
(15) just had a couple of kind of kind of brief | guess
(18) comments.
(17} The Hoopa Valley Indian reservation is located on
{18) the lower Trinity River. It's about 90,000 acres of land.
(19} that's managed for the sole benefit of the membership of
{20) the Hoopa Valley Tribe. .
{21) We have about 2200 members. The tibe owns
(22) federally reserved — or not owns, but they have federally
(23) reserved fishing rights and access to the anadromous
(24) fishery regources of the Trinky and Klamath rvers.
(25) The Hoopa Tribe has been in existence or it's

P
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(1) documented well over 10,000 years. The fish and wildlife
(2) and related resources of the Trinity River Basin have been
(3) essential to the survival of the people, bath historigally
{4) and contempararity.
{5) And | believe one of the | guess real issues here
(B) is the status of the resource is one in which Coho salmon
(7) are listed in the Klamath and Trinity rivers as a
(8) threalened species under the Endangered Species Act.
(9) It's Hkely that steelhead frout will be listed as
(10} a threatened species under ESA.
{11) And as has been stated already, as well as in the
{12) inforvration that's before the public, Congress has
(13) responded by saying something needs to be done. The
(14) Congress has enacted the Trinity River Restoration Program
(15) in 1984, CVPIA, which mandated the Secretary to do
(16) something in terms of extreme flows, are all responses by
(17) Congress.
(18} In addition, there's a federal trust responsibility
(19} to protect those reserve rights, fishing rights of Hoopa
(24} Valley and Yurok kibes. .
{21) So today, as already staled, we're here to gather
{22) public information.
(23) | would add one Jast comment in saying that in
(24) terms of development of the document, it was a unique
(25) partnership in which an Indian bribe participated in the
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{1} afternoon.
(2) W you wish to present comments at the hearing,
{3) please register at the table where you entered this
{4} buitding. You will need to fil cut an appearance slip
{5) that looks like this {indicating). And when you register,
(6) indicate i you're representing an organization or an
(7) agency. : .
(8) When you are called to present your comments,
(9) please come forward ta the microphone in the front, begin
{10} your presentation by stating your full name, spell it for
(11) the recard, and at that time indicate if you represent an
{12) organization.
(13) This is an informal hearing and therefore you will
(14) not be questioned or cross-exarmined in connection with
(15) your comments.
(18) Your comments or questions are being recorded by
(17} the reporter to preserve a gompiete adminisirative recorg
(18) of the stalements and comments given here this afternoon.
(19) Please keep in mind that the reporter will not
(20) record any statements from the audience or which are made
(21) to the audience. Comments must be addressed to the
{22) microphone and to the people at the frongtable.
(23) if you have a copy of your written statement,
(24) please leave it with the court reporter to ensure accuracy
{25) in getting that inte the record.
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(1) development of g federal document. And I believe that's
(2) unique within the country.
(3) And again we're just here to -- and also thank you
(4) in advance for your comments. :
(5) MR. RYAN: Good afternoon. My name is Mike
(8) Ryan. | wark with the US Bureau of Reclamation. I'm the
(7) Northem Califomia Area Manager. And the Trinfty River
{8} division is one of the group of features and facilities
{9} that | help manage.
{10) f also weicome you here this aftemoon,
{11) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you for
{12) your comments,
(13) Public comments, as you've already heard, on the
{14) draft EIS/EIR will be accepted unlii December 20th, 1999,
(15) After review and consideration of these comments, the four
(16) lead agencies that you've seen represented here, along
(17) with the cooperaling agencies, will compile the
(18} information necessary for preparing a final Environmental
(19} Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report.
(20) The purpose of this hearing is to receive your
{21) comments on the draft EIS/EIR. Comments on all aspects of
{22) those documents are very important and will be carefully
(23) considered. '
(24) Because of the importance of the comments, it iz
(25) necessary that we follow certain procedures here this

=
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(1) ¥ you are reading your testimony, it will be
(2) helpfl to read i slowly so that the reporter is able to
(3) record verbatim a copy oi your comments.
(4) 1 you would prefer to give us writlen comments on
{5) these draft documents, that is acceptable. Written
{6} comments may be submitted today to the staif at the
{7} registration table.
(8) Or Tl give you an address. They may be mailed to
() Mr. Joe Polos, P-o0--o-3, at the US Fish and Wildliie
(10) Service, 1655 Heindon, that's H-e--n-d-0-n, Road, Arcata,
(11) Califiornia 95521, And that address is also at the
(12) registration table.
(13) Written comments will be accepted through December
(14) 20th, 1999. They will be given the same consideration as
(15) any oraf comments that are given here this aftemoon,
(16) At this time we are ready for our first speaker.
(17) Mr. Sid Mickelson, would yau please come to the
{18) rmicrophone, state your name, spell it jor the record,
(19) identify if you represent anyone and begin your comments.
(20) MR. MICKELSON: Al right. Thank you very
(21) mugh. .
{22) | wasn't sure really what the meeting entailed, so
(23) | came in just to basically find out,
{24) My name is Sid Mickelson, S--d-n-e-y, Mickelson,
(25) M-i-c-k-e-l-s-0-n,
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(1} Do you want the address? P.O. Box 429, Douglas
{2) Clty, California, Zip Code is 96024, Phone number is
(3) (530) 6234985,
(4) One of the problems | have, we've been studying the
{(5) Trinity River for quite awhile. And ) know there are many
(6) other rivers in the nation and s0 on that you people
(7) cover, so it — but to me, it's very important.
(8) [ live atong the Trinity River, about a mile east
(%) of the Douglas City bridge. And our main prablem is the
{10} Indian Creek outlet of Indian Cresk which is dumping, oh,
(11) tong of sediment, up to ten/12 inches in diameter. And
{12) its like concrete.
(13) But it has built a large like a dam in front just
(14) west of Ingtan Creek itsalf, which in turn helds a bunch
(15} of decomposed granite above it which could be relieved.
(16) That would all wash out, with the exception of the dam,
(17) It wouldnt let it.
{18) And when they cut some of the trees, et cetera, all
(19) it does is broaden the flow. But it reduces the amount of
(20) water that ¢an be ~ flow out through the Trinity or the
(21) channel itself to flush the sediment out of there.
(22) So the excess sediment that does come out of Indian
(23) Creek, | live a mile south of — or west of Indian Creek.
(24) Anck it — it just fills it up. Our — the water table now
(25) from the ground up has come up roughly four feet.

. TUESDAY - NOVEMBER 16, 1999
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(1) see that — the task force either doesn acknowiadge the
(2} TCC for the comments that are made or submitted —

(3} 1 have had a problem with Lester Snow in the past,

(4) coming to Redding here on a mesting where ke wasn't

(5) interested in the water of the Trinity. He said that's in

(8) another watershed.

(7} However, the one milion acre foet a year, he was

(8) interested in that okay. In essence, he had recognized

(9) Whiskeytown. And | don't know where he thought that water
(10} came from. . '
{11) I just sort of — ['ve become very frustrated

{12) because | don't see anything dene. Milions of dollars
{13) being spent, but | don't see any work. So any work that's
(14) tied into — or any monies that are in for studies,

{15} eventually some work should come out of them. People
(16) retire after years of studies, including the Indian Creek
{17) Basin. And Il get into that in the letter.

{18} But that was formulated to have & catch bagin at

{19} indian Creek roughly 25 years ago. However, all the

(20) studies have been made in the past and nothing has been
(21) accomplished. | feel somry for the govemment employees
(22) that work hard doing what they're doing tg find nothing
(23) being done. That's shameful.

(24) | thank you,

(25) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you for

=
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(1) We used to have a nice fishing area, water was like
(2) six feet deep. So naw all we have is an isiand with water
(3) going through . 7 '
(4) It's a nice — still good for salmon. The only
(5) problem is if they increase the flow of the Trinity River
(6) up io the 32,000 cubic feet & second — and | can't - |
(7} cant find out yet how much flow is going to come through
(8) there —~ flowing the water through isn't going to work.
(9) When | first got the property in ‘78, we could
(10} handle the 32,000 cubic feet a second. MNow | don't think
{11) we can handle 20,000 cubic fest a second without possibly
{12) being flooded.
{13) Proposals have been — come up to elevate our
{14) houses, move the houses closer to the highway, et cetera,
{15) That - that doesn't seem reasonable when the river itself
(16) could be fixed and we could have the salmon, It used to
{17} be one of the best saimon areas in the state.
(18} So ~ hawever, in regard to your shoriness of time
{19) and all, 1 will wiite some comments and direct them to
(20} you, just in courtesy to others. And | appreciate having
(21) some review o the Trinity itseff.
(22) So far the — we have an agency of the TCC — or it

]

o

(23) was formally known as the TCC committee to the task forge.

(24) And —
(25) However, 1 think it falls on deaf ears. | dont
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{1) your comments.
{2) Our next presenter is Steve Fitch. Would you
{3) please come to the microphone.
{4} MA. FITCH: Fm Steve Fitch. And I'm’
(5) repr ing A biyman Dickerson, Dick Dickerson. -]
(B) also was a member of the Trinity River Task Force or
{7) several years.
(8} First of all, | want to thank you for bringing this
{9) hearing to Recding where people will be greatly affected
(10) by these decisions.
{11) Our comments are going to be shar, because of —
(12} we received the EIS five days -- five working days ago.
(13) We really haven't had a chance to do an in-depth review of
(14) the report,
(15) In fact, we were in disbelief when we heard that
(16) you were anly going to allow 47 days for the public to
(17) review and comment on a study that took about 17 years and
(18) affects a wide area of northerm California.
(19) I've managed over three — three milion acres of
(20) national forest land across the country: Florida, North
(21) Carolina, California. And | can tell you that 45 days is
(22) what we consider the minimal review period for the most
(23) minimal, non-gontroversial projects. So you can imagine
{24) the sumprise.
(25} We — Assemblymen have previously fequested that
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{1} you give the public at least 80 days for review, and hopes
{2) you'l extend io us this courtesy.
(3} Next we hope that you will fully develop the array
{4) of altemnatives between now and the final draft 1o inciude
(5) more innovative uses of, first, mechanicat methods, and
(6) then peak flows andior flood events to restore the Trinity
(7) River.
(8) You need 1o look at increasing water yieid by
(2) reducing vegetation to natural stocking levels.
(10) | would venture a guess that if you looked right
(11) now at the change in water yield in the 120,000 acres that
(12) burned recently, you would — you could anticipate a great
(13} increase in water yields in that lower watershied.
(14) We have stocking levels of vegetation that are not
{15) anywhere near natural throughout — throughout the
{16) drainage. That needs to be addressed in your final
{17) report.
{18) We suggest that you address the impact of these
{19) flow changes and drawgowns to the recreation and economic
{20) benefits of all three resepvoirs in the national
{21) recreation area.
{22) Finally, we suggest that you fully integrate ways
{23) to mitigate the losses of power — water and power in the
(24) Central Valley by improving existing or adding new
{25) ofi-stream storage facilities.
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(1) sharp peaks, more flushing fiows of short duration, and
(2) more mechanical work to reshape the channel, and
(3) optimizing the ameunt of watar to show that it's being
(4) efficiently used within the channel.
{5) We're afraid that as proposed, this project may
(6) very welt drastically impact power -and water supplies
{7} while not accomplishing its. goals within the Trinity River
{8} Basin. ’
() K the Trinity benefits of fiood conirel continue
{10} 10 be optimized for the Trinity Basin, we're afraid that
{11) the fiood contrel function is largely incompatible with
{12) the other geals of the study.
{13} Thank you.

' {14) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you.

{15) Qur next speaker is Bob Madgic.

{16) MA. MADGIC: Yeah, that's Bob Madgic,

(17) M-a-d-g-+¢. | didnt put down Shasta Fly Fishers, but |
(18) am a representative of that ocrganization,

(19} And | realize that your decisions are probably

(20) going to be based on some legal issuas, the Endangered
(21) Species Act being very controlling here.

(22) In the original legislation mandating that the

(23) Central Valley Project, which lead to damafje to the

(24) Trinity River, and the subsequent relocation of 90 percent
(25) of that water to the Central Valley, not be detrimental to

Fage 16
{1) Thank you.
{2) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you for
(3} your comments.
{4) Our next speaker is Patrick Mintum.
{5) MR. MINTURN: Yes. Thank you. That's
{6) Palrick Minturn, M-i-n-t-u-n. And I'm the Assistant
{7) Director of Public Works for Shasta County.
{8) Cur concerns with the subject document are that
{9) basically' it's been optimized for the needs of the Trinity
(10) River Basin, including the socioeconomics of the basin,
{11) with very little concern for the Central Valley.
{12) The benefits of the Trinily Project are, in rough
{13) order of pricrity: Power, water, recreation and flood
{14) control. With power and water both being rnassive
{15) benefits, according %0 the document.
(16) The proposed alternative would significantly impact
(17) power, power yield, also water supply, including all the
{18) environmental benefits of that water within the Central
(19) Valley, but with very litie concem within the document
{20) for those impacts.
{21) ik seems that there's been far more concem for
{22) maintaining the benefits of the project within Trinity
{23) County, particuiarly floed control lssues.
{24) We feel that there is the potential to optimize
(25) both systems through an altemative that provides for
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(1) the Trinity River fish and wildiife.
(2) 1'd like to say I'm fully supportive of this
(3) document. And Fd Kke to just speak just in global
(4) terms. ~
(5) | have a hard time understanding haw anyone can
(6) argue that it was right and responsible to have 90 percent
{7y of the waler from the Trinity Basin and the Trinity
{8) watershed shipped somewhere else.
{9} 1 just don't think that is & tenable position
{10) legally, ecobglcally or any other reason,
{11) environmentally, sociafly and so forth.
{12) | think the only thing that would compare as far as
{13} that particular action would be when Los Angeles
{14) Depariment of Waterworks went to the eastem Sierma and
{15) shipped at least that much water south in order to build
{16) Los Angeles, hile rendering the eastem Siera rife
{17) of any kind of water. And legal action redressed that,
{18) K's time to redress this issue.
(19) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you.
(20) Our next speaker is Julie Rodgers.
{21) MS. RODGERS: Good aftemoon. I'm here
(22) represeniing State Senator Maurice Johannessen,
{23) J-o-h-a-n-n-e-g-s-e-n. My name Julie Rodgers,

| {24) R-p-d-g-e-r-s. I'm his field representalives here in

{25) Redding.
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{1} A couple of things. First, the comment periad
(2) review and gatting back to give thoughtiul and intefligent
(3) comment really is not lengthy encugh.
{4) You have had the resources and budget behind you to
(5) draft these proposals without the public having same. And
(8) we would like a greater consideration for that fact, as
(7) well as the notification process. .
{8) CQur office again, though promised, was not notified
(8) until this moming of this hearing this aftemoon. And so
{10) we wouid like to see thal more consideration is given to
(11) the pubiic officials, those that are concermed with these
{12} issues, prior to a hearing such as this.
(13) This is a very importani issue. We're talking
(14) about pecple’s lives, livelihaed, the environment in our
(15} communities. And 0 we would like to see more
(16} consideration there. ’
(17} Senator Johannessen has also requested in the form
(18) of actual questions, if these could be in the next review
(19) addressed.
{20) One is the exact amount of water that you now
(21) expect o be diverted from the Trinity River, and for what
(22} specific purposes and under what specific conditions the
(23) water would be diverted.
(24) Secondly, is the Department of Interior planning on
(25) making an assessment of damages to the specific areas of
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(1) members and an additional 5,000 affiliate club members.
(2} My oifice is in Humboldt County, where | also reside.
{3) And therefore, not only do we have a large
(4) statewide interest, but 1 also have a Jocal interast, in
(5) being a resident of Humboldt County and sontebody that
(6 spends lot of time on the Trinity River.
{7) The Triniy River Actof 1955 specifically mandated
(8) that fish and wildiife not be harmed. | dont think
{9} anybody’s going to be able 1o get up here in front of you
(10) and say that that is, in fact, what has taken place.

{11} We know that fish and wildlife have been harmed and

(12) we have lols of evidence through the declines of - of .
{13) especially our fishery populations and subsequent listings
(14) under the federal Endangered Species Act. And we know we
{15) need to do something about this.

(16) The water has been diverted, water that is

(17) rightfully belonging fo the Trinity River, to the Central

(18) Valley at an excessive rate since the dams were put in,
(19) even though the act specifically stated that we would not
{20} do harm to these fish and wildife populations.

(21) What we've really seen is evidence of a transfer of

(22) weahh from our local economics, from oug saiman in the
(23) river, from our healthy fish and wildiie populations, to
(24) the Ceniral Valley.

(25) And there was no legal right to do so. And the
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(1) power gereration, water users and impact on the fisheries
{2) which we all realize is delicate.
(3) And we've been, | mean, fighting constantly back
(4) and forth as far as the health and good habitat for the
(5) fisheries. So we could ask consideration for those.
{6} Thank you. ' :
(7} PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you for
(8) those comments.
(®) Our next speaker is Tom Weselow.
(10) MR. WESELOW: Hi. I'm Tom Weselow with -
(11} Califomnia Trout —
(12) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Before you start,
{13) Miss Rodgers, did you have a copy of your presentation
(14) that you could leave with the reporter?
{15) MS. RODGERS: | have a copy of these
(16) questions, not on the & 1t period and review. But yes,
{(17) | do.
{18} PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Okay. That would
(19} be helpful, if you could leave those with us, please.
{20) MS. RODGERS: Sure.
(21) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: I'm sorry. Go
(22) ahead,
(23) MR. WESELOW: Hi I'm Tom Weselow, the
(24) North Coast Manager for California Trout.
(25) California Trout represents over 5,000 individual

Page 22
{1} legai right to keep the water in the river has not been
(2} fairly addressed. And we are very glad that you are
(3) fnally gatting to the point of daing this.
(4) We are very disturied that the cons - over the
(5) constant delays and inability to meet time lines on this
{6) issue. ]
(7) This decision was to be made by the Secretary in
(8) 1986. It's now 1999, and the Secretary will not make the
(9) decision this year. '
(10) Althaugh | don't hold any of you up there
(11) personally responsible, and | know a lot of you have come
{12) on board after a lot of the problems, and deadiines
(13) weren? met, | do appreciate the fact that you have
(14) finally gotten the flow evaluation study cut and the
(15) EISEIR out. ’
{16) And | encourage you to do whatever you can to
(17) expedite this process while still staying within the legal
(18} guidelines of NEPA and CEQA. And | do not believe we need
{19} any more time extensions, any more delays. Wa need a
(20) decision.
(21} Those fish have been suffering for 40 yee.rs and we
(22) need to have that decision now for the health of our fish,
(23} our river and our econamies.
(24) So | would really encourage you nat to make any
(25) more delays or any more additional comment periods, more
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{1) studies. Let's get this wrapped up and finalized. You've
(2} done a good job with your EIS/EIR and flow evaluation.
{3} Cal Trout supports the maxinum flow altemative.
(4) And in our opinion, if there is anything less than the
(5) bare minimum of the preferred akemative, you're leaving
{6) yourselves open to litigation and breaking the law and
(7) mandates that Congress has set forth for the Trinity
{8) River.
(9) So we really encourage you to keep this process
(10) going and allow the Secretary to make a timely decision.
{1t} And | want to thank you for allowing the people to

(12) get up and give their iwo cents on what needs to be done.

(13) So thank you and please keep this going in an

(14) expeditious fashion.

(15) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you for

(16) those comments.

{17) Our next speaker is Jin Feider. -

{18} MR. FEIDER: Thank you and good aftemoon.

{19) My name is Jim Feider. And I'm the elechric utility
{20) director for the City of Redding. And I'm speaking on
(21) behaif of the City of Redding in its entirety today. - The
(22) City of Redding is a CVP customer both for water and
(23) power.

(24) And the proposed action that you're considering and
(25) taking comments on here today will have a significant
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(1) suggest more time for review. And, in fact, the mayor of
{2) the City of Redding has sent a letter to Secretary Babbitt
(3) requesting this. And | want to enter this in the formal
{4) record today. | have a Gopy for the reporter and for the
(5) chairman.
{8) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you, That
(T} will be enterad into the record.
(8) MR. FEIDER: Congresérnan Wally Herger has
(9) also submitted a similar request. And | have copies with
(10) me if people would like to see his mqueét
{11} Excuse me.
{12) | want to emphasize that the City of Redding wants
{13) to be constructive in this process in resioring the *
(14 fishery in the Trinity River, but we think we need to take
(18} into consideration a number of llems when assessing all of
(16) the impacts and moving lorward in the most constructive
{17} way possibly.
{18) | alluded earlier that the Trinity River EIS needs
{19} to be integrated with what's going on in the CVP
{20) Improvement Act and the PEIS, that it's — | believe that
(21) s tiered off of — from a NEPA standpoint, but we're
(22) still investigating that.
(23) The CVP PEIS, as. it evalyates the opération®of the
(24} CVP in its entirety over the course of dry years shows
(26) Shasta Lake, for example, being drawn down to a level of

-

Page 24
(1) impact on the City of Redding and its citizens.
(2) Redding will be providing written — format,
(3) written comments submitted ior the record, but 1 would
(4) like to highlight our concems here today.
(8) First of all, along with the others, a few of the
{8} former speakers, we are requesting an extension of time.
(7} We're looking for an extension of at least 90 days,
(8) As has been stated, this process has been in the
(8} work for a number of years. 1 believe Department of
(10) interior's press refease announcing this meeting indicates
(11) that it's been 16 years of study and several years of
{12) developing the EIS.
(¥3) And it is uniortunate it's taken this long to get
{14) to this stage. But now that we are here, 1o have adequate
(18) public comment, we need more time.
(16) [ would point out for the audience and alsa for the
(17) panel that the — we have brought the draft EIS with us,
(18) including the appendices. They're sitting over here on
(19} this box to my left {indicating).
(20) The Trinity River document itself with its
(21) appendices is about a foot deep with about six or eight
(22) appendices.
(23) Located next to it on the left is the CVP
(24) Improvement Act EIS. And it's similar in scope.
{25} And we think the complication of these issues .

—
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(1) five hundred — excuse me, 540,000 acre feet during dry
(2) years. .
(3) When you compound that with the Trinity EIS, it
(4) looks like it would lower that levet of Shasta Lake -
(5) another 80,000 acre feet.
(6) Just as a point of reference, in the nineteen
{7} ninety si.— excuse me, the 1977 drought, the lake was
{8) drawn down to about 560,000 acre feet. And this issue is
(9) covered in Chapter § of the PEIS.
(10} A lot of ivlks in Redding and the surounding area
{11} that recreate on Shasta Eake can relate betier ta how many
(12} feet down from the top that is.
{13} As point of reference, in the Trinity EIS
(14} evalualion of the Shasta operation in dry year criteria,
(15) Shasta | ake would be drawn down 245 feet below the top.
(18) We think that is significant.
(17) And we'te not suggesting that that is a Trinity
(18) impact zlone, but we're suggesting that all of these water
{19) resources are an integrated system and it needs 1o have
{20) serious consideration.
{21) Moving on to the next point | wanted to highlight
(22) today, it has to do with harvest management.
(23) On page 2-38, the Trinity EIS states that the
(24) historical overharvest — excuse me, historical
(25) overharvest is believed 1o he partly respeonsible for the
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(1) decline of some West Coast anadromous fish population was
(2) cited as a causation — or causative factor in the decline
(3) of the southern Oregoninorthern Califomia evolution
{4) significant unit of the salmon.
(53 And we have a cite here from National Marine
(6) Fisherigs in nineteen seven - 1997,
(7} We beleve that enhanced harvest management can
(8) play a critical role in the fishery restoration and should
(%) be implemented on a coordinaled bagis with habitat
{10} restoration and not left for some future possible
{11} consideration. )
{12) We are looking at some of the stafistics on the
(13} Smith River, for example, that does not have any dams or
(14) diversions where the fishery has declined, and trying to
(15) make a corrclation between what's going on in the Smith
(16) River and the Trinity River. And that's part of why we
(17) need more time to investigate,
(18) The program costs of the preferred allemative are
(19) significant.
(20) For implementation, the preferred altemative is
(21) showr in the executive summary to cost in the range of 72
{22) to 116 million dollars through the year 2020, not
(23) including mitigation and ongoing other restaration
(24) projects? .
{25) The sources of funding for this amount of money
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(1) market is much higher than the estimated regional market
{2) cost delivered to the northern Califomia lvads. And for
(3) reference in the document, that's Table 7, Attachment F-1,
(4) The price paid for power is market determined.
(5} And the Trinity EIS approach only focused on a
(6) natural gas, state-of-the-ant gas-fired genaration.
{7) Itis not reasonabile in this document to assume
(8) that individual customers of the CVP, of which there are
(9) 80, give or take, couid replace the lost g tion with
{10} new state-of-the-ant gas-fired generation,
11) Additionally, a key assumption in the Trinity EIS
{12) is the cost of natural gas used in those replacement power
(13) plants.
{14) The Trinity EIS refies on a delivered gas price of
{15) about $2.24 a thousand cublc foot. Gas prices even today
{16) are three dollars and more. And cestainly, they won't go
{17) down over time.
{18) And with the evolution of the indust -- the
(19) electric industry in the state of Caliiomia, we would
(20) expect those gas prices to go up, not down.
(21) Maving on to the last generaf topic, on fishery
(22) resources. '
(23) The Trinity EIS does not demonstrate any linkage
(24) between levels of flows below Lewiston Dam and fish
(26} populations directly. To get around this problem, it
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{1} are not spelled out in the document. If Redding is to pay
(2) these cosls in addition — if addition to the ongoing
{3) restoration efforts, these new activities would appear to
{4) add about $350,00C cost 1o the City of Redding its
{5) citizens alone.
{B) That does not include the power impact costs. And
{7} | wanted to go inio those.
(B) The preferred altemative would, as you know,
(9 reduce the amount of water going through the Central
(10} Valley Project power plants at Carr, just on the end of
(11) Whigkeytown Lake, as well as Spring Creek and Keswick
(12) power plants.
(13) CVP costs, being mostly fixed, will not be reduced.
(14) Therefore, our customer costs will rise as a customer of
(15) the CVP.
(16) The power cosls shown in Appendix F reveal impacts
(17) for Shasta County of increased power costs on the order of
(18) a hak a million dollars per year,
{19} Based on our current and expected costs for
(20} northern California power market, Redding estimates that
(21} the increase in the - in power costs to be double that,
{22y or abowt a million dollars a year.
(23) So we think the document is - understates the
{24) impacts significantly.
(25) The price of power purchased in the Cafiomnia
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{1) appears — and again we're still reviewing the document —~
{2) it appears that a matrix style methodology of
{3) evaluation — excuse me - that a matrix methodology
(4) of evaluating various Trinity River attributes was
{5) employed.
{8) Here also, it does not appear that there is any
{7) true linkage between the evaluation methad mentioned above
(8) and the fish population goats shown in the Trinfty River
{9) restoration program.
{10) Embedded in the questionable methodology are
{11) certainly assumptions as 1o how things will work.
(12) The following assumption drives home the point. I
(13) actions are made that move closer o meeling or meet the
{14) desirable system aMributes, fishing production will
{15) increase.
{16) And they may well increase, bul we - we are taking
{17) a look at the depth of the science. R appeared 6 us
(18) where the attempt was made in the document to maximize the
(19) habitat opportunities in the river without optimizing the
(20) whole system operation, including the Central Valiey
(21) Project,
(22) The Trinity River flow evaluation study tends to
(23) give one the impressicn that the Trinity River downstream
(24) of Lewiston has been in a managed drought situation. And
(25} we dont agree with that perception thal's created in the

P
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(1} document. .

{2} K you look at the flows downstream of Lewiston

(3) just in the iast four or five years where there have been
(4) plentiful water in the northem Califomnia area, you would
{5) "see that flows exceeded over a million acre fast in a

(6) couple of those years. .

(7) And we think that the document inappropriate!

(8) characterizes much less than that.

(8) In conclysion, it is readily apparent to Redding,

(10} that due to the number and severity of problems mentioned
{11} above, there exigls a sirong case for a 90-day extension
{12) of the comment period. This would provide a mare

{13) realistic amount of time to work through these issues.
(14) Again, Redding is supportive of restoring efforts

{15} on the Trinity River. However, they must be accomplished
(16} in a way that minimizes significant adverse impacts.

(17) Two of the former speakers mentioned optimizing the
.{18) river system by perhaps putting more emphasis on

(19) mechanical restoration and optimizing flood flows ta

{20) restare the river. .

(21) And we're taking a hard look at supporting those

(22) type ufnapproachesA

(23) Thank you for the gpporiunity to comment here this

{24) afternoon. '

(25) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank for your
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(1) planning 1o fall, you most assuredly will fail. You will
{2} not reach your goal of — or the mandated goat of full
(3) restoration.
{4) | would request that in the final EIR, that the
(5) recommended alternative actually more closely matches the
(6) legislative mandates, i.e., full fishery restoration.
(7) And lastly, due to the length of the projects that
(8) have been invoived n the 15 plus years that I'm aware of,
(9) | don't believe that any more time for review than what
{10} you people have already stated is necessary.
{11} People that are interested have been keeping up all
(12) along. And 80 | woukd request that no time extensions for
{13} review be given.
(14) Thank you. .
(15) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you jor
{16) thoge comments.
{17) Our next speaker is Roger Sherwoo,
{18) MR. SHERWOOD: Thank you. | just walked
{19) in. | heard about your meeting abaut ten aiter 1:00.
{20) | was dredging the Trinity River yesterday —
(21) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Excuse me. Coukd
(22) you state your name -
(23) MR. SHERWOOD: Okay. *
(24) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: — and spell #?
(25) MR. SHERWOOD: I'm Roger Sherwood.
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(1) comments, Mr. Feider.
(2) MR. FEIDER: And | do have a written
(3) statement to leave for the reporter that -
(4) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you.
(5) MR, FEIDER - paraliels my remarks.
(6) PRESIDING QFFICER RUESINK: Qur next speaker
(7) is Robert Knight?
(8) MR. KNIGHT: My name is Robert Knight,
(9) Ken-i.g-h-t. Ill keep my comments very brief. | do not
(10} represent any groups.
(11} Number one, my undersianding of the original CvP
(12} tegislation and the follow-on Trinky River authorization
(13) legislation was that one of the guiding principles was
{14} that there was o be no impact to the fisheries or
(15) wildiife.
{16} The preferred alternative in the draft EIR/EIS, at
(17} least based on my understanding of it, targets a 66
(18) percent fishery restoration, and it refies on rather
{19) extensive machanical restoration.
{20) | have some concems there. Number one, mechanical
(21) restoration is expensive and funding for that is fairly
(22) itty, whether it be federal, state or local. [ mean, it's
(23) very difficuit to get any kind of funding these days.
(24) Number two, when you plan for faiure, which is
(25) essentially whal 66 parcent of the targst is, you're

~
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(1) And 1 was dredging in the Trinity River yester -
(2) Saturday and Sunday.
(3} ! can also tell you where your salmon - they're
(4) trapped at Bumt Ranch, the entrance at Burnt Ranch -
(5} Canyon. Those are my mining claims.
(6) | can clean up the Trinity River. I've got a
{7) company that we have portable equipment that's
(8) seli-cleaning.
(9) 'And I've got & background — I'm ariginally from
(10} Phoenix, Arizona where | was an aemspéce engineer for 20
(11) years, worked on Star Wars technology, killer satellites,
{12) nuclear lorpedoes, side-looking radar.
(13) | left angineering Jan - in July of ‘88 because |
(12) knew that on the Frinity — | had gone to the Trinity
(15) River in May of '88, fefl in love with it. And | wanted
(16) to get away from Phoenix, and | dil.
(17) But in the 11 years — the 13 vears since |'ve been
(18) on the Trinity — I'm a graduate of the North American
(19) Schaol of Cangervation. | was going 10 be a game warden
{20) when 1 got out high school, except | became an engineer
(21) instéad. So my big thing is conservation, water poliution
(22) and stuff jike that.
(23) I've been working and dredging on the Trinity River
(24) for - since May of '88 - March of '88. And when we had
(25} the floods in January - in July —- or chack that, January

o)
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{1) ©f '98 and January of ‘97, the whole personality of the

(2) Trinity Aiver changed. We had, what we — you know, an
(3} BO- or a hundred-year fiood. .

(4} But when I'm down dredging in the Trinity — I've

(5} got a couple of eightinch dredges, but the saimon and the
(6) small fingerfings will come into the dredge hole where Fm
(7) working. And the fish are pulling on the hair of my hand.
(8) They're not afraid of me when I'm underwater working. And
{9) Im just sucking material out there. But thoy're aRer

(10) that clean gravel. :

{11} And we had a bull salmon actual - this actually

(12) happened about eight years ago — ram one of my drivers in
(13) his face mask, chasing him oul of the hole we dredged.
(14) That's how bad those salmon want those holes we dredged.
(18) I'm just telling you what we need -- what i see

(16) from my own perspective — and Fm interested right now in
{17) the fishery aspect of the Trinily River, is get the silt
*(18) out of it and half-inch-minus material or whatever, get

(19) that stuff classified, put on the bank and have trains or

(20) trucks haul it out. Get it out of the river,

{21) About you built the dam in the 80°s, there used to

(22) be holés in the Trinty River in excess of 60 feet deep.

(23) | know some people who used - when they built the Highway
{24) 299, they used to sit and have lunch on the river banks
{26) and look down and see the fish in the clean gravels.
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{1} - shot in there, that's in the rfiver. Thats contaminating

{(2) the river, it's hurting the fish population.

(3) But the reason | came aver here is that — again, |

(4) was dredging Saturday and Sunday in the river. And the
(5) water is real cold. K you dan'l think, so come out with
{6) me tomorrow and 'l go back in the river. But | was

(7) wearing a wet suit. .

(8) But we have te — | have the technology and | have

{9) got equipment that I'd have to contract out. In fact,

(10) I'm — that's what I'm daing the next couple of months,
{11) is — we have trommels, we have screens.

'(12) And what | — what | think that the Triny River

(13} could really use to help it out — and again we're

(14 taking, you know — we just have o take sections of the
(15) Trinity River at a time, put a iot of people to work, but
{16) we need to clean out that one-inch gr hatfHnch-minus
{17) material and put & on the bank and have trucks haut it
{18) out.

(19) One of the byproducts, we get rid of the mercury.

(20) Two, get rid of the lead. i

(21) 1 don't want to get involved with toxic substances

{22) like acids or whatever they've got ko fer}ilizers. I'm
{23) kind of afraid, because I'm actually working underwater
(24) with a wet suit. .
(25) But if we cleaned out areas and got the river so it
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{1) Now, we gan' do anything about the dam, the dam's
(2} there to protect the river, But what # has done — and
{3} m not going to, you know, re-educate anybody — is the
(4) river is so loaded with silt that needs to be taken out.
(5) And f'm - I've incorporated with & -- I've got
(6) equipment and I've got a company. | can get the mercury
(7) out of the river, | can get the lead out of the rivar, any
(8) heavy metals | can get out of the river,
(9) What people are probably not aware of ~ and I'm
(10) originally from Waukegan, Hinols. The mercury poisoning
(11} in Lake Michigan was s0 bad that the — that they passed
{12} an ordinance and they were waming the public not to eat
(13) the Coho saknon that were infreduced into Lake Michigan in
{14} the lale 50's, because there was s0 — the mergury
{15) poisoning was so bad that the fish were actually poisonous
{16) to eat.
(17) Between Big Bar, Cafifornia and Bumt Ranch or Del
(18) Loma, in the 40's a bucket line dredge sunk in the Trinity
(19) River. This is at least one that we know about. In
(20) that — an that drecige - & was es big as a fioating
(21) four-unit apartment building, there was over 500 pounds of
(22) mercury that they admit to.
(23) That mercury's in the middie of the river. When |
(24) pulied gold out of the river, it's coated with mercury.
(25) When the hunters do their shooting and have lead
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(1) would start cleaning itself out, 's - R's — i'd be
(2) expensive. But one of the byproducts is topsoil.
(3} The farmers down there in the — that are famming
(4) the land, their topsoll's gone. Ninety percent of their ~
(5) topsoil is on the watersheds, and it's back in the ocean.
(6} And we ~ we need to get that topsoll out of there,

| (7) again haul ¥ away with dump trucks. Fm talking, you

(8} know, huge operations. But that's a byproduct of cleaning
(8) up the river. .

(10} Give it back to the farmers. Either that or

(11} subsidize #, get it back there so they can go ahead and
{12) grow their crops.

{13) Somebody thinks Fm out of line, talk to me now.

-{14) I've been dred - Fve — I've ~ I've looked at

(16} this area, I've looked — I've seen the Trinity River,
{16} I've seen other rivers. And if you're going — and |
{17} don't know the ull scope of how far you guys want to go
(18} with this, but | have portable, seff-cleaning plants,
{19) processing plants, that --

(20) Now, mine are on a small scale, but we can go

{21) farger. I'm talking five tons an hour or bigger 1o clean
(22) that river up. And in the process of doing it, get all
£23) that mercury, all the - all the contaminated metals out
(24) of there,

{25) You will find that if you can clean sections of the
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(1) river out, that your fish population will get real heavy
{2) in that area.
{3) Anytime I'm dredging the Trinity, in the summertime
(4) or whatever —
(5) And incidentally, | didn't see any big salmon when
(6) | was over there. 1 dredged by Del Loma, just below the
(7) Del Loma RV Park. That's where | was thig last
(8) weekend. In fact, my equipmant is still on my irailer. |
(9) had ~ I had to take a different vehicle in hera to the
{10) meeting.
(11} But | know that if you can get the silt and the
(12} hali-inch or one-inch-minus material out of the river —
(13) maybe the first couple of years you can only get two
(14) percent, depending haw many people you want 1o put to
(16) work. But that thing could be a profit - it could be an
(16} on operation that could be run at a reduced cost.
(17} | can take -~ a centrifuge is the best recovery
(18} system on the market that's sokd to the public. And a
(18} good centrifuge with a 24-inch opening, by the time you
(20) get it set up with all its equipment and stuff like that,
(21} it weighs 5,000 to 10,000 pounds. .
(22) I've got a unit that can get behind a centrifuge
(23} and clean up the tailings of a centrifuge and pull the
(24} mercury and the lead out of it that the centriiuge misses.
(25} And it weighs less than 200 pounds. And it floats. It's
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(1) in Bumt Ranch, the river does a real sharp S-um and it
(2} comes in. And #'s all hardrock, bedrack here
(3) (indicating). Well, there’s - you've got a stretch of
(4) rocks that are the size of Volkswagens or television sets
(5} or whatever, and it's a shretch about 300 yards. And the
(%) fish can't get across those rocks. They could walk on
{7) them. And your fish are trapped down in the canyon.
(3) | showed — | laiked to Phil Wamer about that ten
(9) years ago. And he went down there with a team.
(10) But with the big flooding we've had, it's dumped a
(1) bunch of rocks in that garge at Bumt Ranch Canyon. And
(12) the safmon cant get past it. Right now thay're trapped.
(13) i you guys go down and take a look, you'll find
(14} out that that's where the salmon are.
{15} But to clean — to get back to cleaning the river
{16) up, | need to tak with somebody and find out wha that |
{17) can work with that | can go in and take a streteh of the
(18) river and start cleaning it up.
(18) I'm going lo dive in ~ dredge in the river anyhow.
{20) I've been goaing 1 for 11 years, 12 years.
(21} But what happens is with the equipment that I've
(22) gol, and we've spent months and years developing, it's
(23) portable. And | can go behind any prockssing plant, a
(24) rommel or anything, and { can work their stuft. And |
(25} can get the mer — | can work their lailing pies and |
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(1) portable; | can take it anywhere.
(2) A couple weeks ago — Fve kind of been a litde
(3) hectic. | had a helicopter take some of my equipment out
(4) of Burnt Ranch Canyon. And the fires over there, the
{5) Onion -- the Cnion Mountain fire, | had to get out of
{6) there. .
{7} The smoke was s bad, | thought | was going to bum
(8) to death, because the wind blowing through that Burnt
(9) Ranch, its like a blow torch gaing through there. The
{10} smoke was so strong, | just couldn't - you know, | had
{11} 10 get out of there. It was bad.
(12} But the saimon — | was down diving in Burnt Ranch
(13) Canyon three weeks ago, and there's plenty of salmon that
(14) are 15 pounds and bigger in that area. They're right next
(15) to me when I'm working underwater.
(16) But in Del Loma where | was this past weekend,
(17) there are no big salmon. | didn't see any. Usually, |
(18) see a lot of them. | saw a salmon — 1 $aw a safmon and
(19) fish this big around me, bt nothing bigger than that.
(20) And when 1 was down in Bumt Ranch Canyon eight
(21} days ago, there was salmon surfacing in - just abave
{22) Burnt Ranch Falls, which is where my camp was, there was
{(23) salmon surfacing that weighed 15 to 18, 20 pounds.
{24) So they're down in the canyon, but they can't get -
(25) out oi the canyon because where the transfer station is al
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(1) can get all the mercury out of it and all of the lead.
(2) See, what these people are doing —and 1 - a
(3) percentage of the stuff that comes out of the river, if
(4) you put it in a dump truck, it’s siill contaminated. -
(5) And you need fo clean it is up.
(6) And when I'm — when my system’s done behind it, it
(7} cleans it all up.  You've got fresh stuif.
(8) In fact, if you took the silt and the stuif that
(3} was in the -- in the river and put & in dump trucks and
(10} put & on a farmer's figid, he'd have lezd and mercury and
(11) God knows what else in his vegetable garden. And then
{12} he'd start wondering i it's zafe to eat the vegetablas.
{13} But the equipment I've got, again it's portable and
(14) also it's selicleaning. People ovariook this fact,
{15) I'm a dredger. | was an engineer before being a
(16) dredger. I'm still an engineer in my mind.
{17) A dredge works fine for the first five minutes,
(18) not even five. Minety percent of the heavy metals that go
(19) through a dredger are back in the river, That's why the
{20) rivers not clean.

- {21) A dredge cannot hang on o mercury. Never.

{22} But if you - ii you ~ if you — if | can talk 1o |

(23) somebody, FIl show them my equipment in the yard. But
(24) I'm getting ready —~

{25) When | heard - somebody called my house at 1:05
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(1) and said, "Hey, there's a meeting of the Fish & Garhe,
(2) trying to figure out how to restore the Trinity River.”
(3} 1 said, "well, | gotta get there.” [ hopped in a .
(4) car and came over here. That's why | was late walking in
{5) the meeting.
(6} But with the background that I've observed and
(7} search — | don't have all the answers, but Il tell you
(8) what, 1 don't think there's anybody in this room can do
(9) what | can do.
{10} And | was in whatever the waler is, 50-degree
(11} water, 40-clegree water. 1was in that water yesterday.
(12) And | was in ihat water Saturday.
(13) And the guys standing on the bank wouldn't even put
(14} their ankles in the water. That's how cold that Trinity
(15} River is right now.
(16} And like | say, when you guys go down there and you
{17) check down by the transter station at Bumt Ranch, walk
(18) over to where the white water is, you'f see your salmon
(19) trapped right there where | told you the big racks are
(20} There are — Phit Wamer,will — talk o Phil.
(21) But I can clean that river up. 1 need grant
(22) money. | probably put 100, 500 people to work,
(23) particularly in Trinity County where the people need the
(24} jobs anyhow.
(25) But | can get the contamination out and | can

=
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{1} Pve got @ man 1l bring here tomorrow — tanight to the

(2) meefing. His name's Lamar Meekham.

{3} And what he did - 1 met him in Salt Lake -City

(4) April 2nd of this year. But what Lamar and his uncie used
(5) 1o do is go around to the old mining dumps. And they got
(6) tired of cleaning up their equipment, because their

(7) equipment -- if anybody has done any -

(8) How many dredpers in here? Have we got any

{9) dredgers in here? I'm the only one dumb enough to go in
{10} the water.

. {11} But anyhow, Lamar would take his equipment and go

(12) to these old mine dumps and pick up the mercury, by the
(13) pound, pick up the copper, the lead and the goid.

{14) And he — 1 met him an April 2nd. And he — of

(15) this year. He says, "I've got the best recovery system in
(16) the world." He says, " can pracess anything.”

(17} And he — what Lamar has is people who want to have
(18) him process 100 tons a day. He can doit. He's got the
(19} knowledne and the experience.

(20} Lamar is 65 vears old, but ha’s one of these old

{21} timers that knows how to work the old mine tailings and
(22} stuff like that successfully. .

(23) well, what | did, | said, "Lamar,” | says, "geez,

{24) your stuff is great.”

(25) He came over to see me the first of June of thig
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{1) restore that river to a pristine situation that we had
{2) before. '
{3) People are wondering, you know, when they were
{4) doing the La Grange mining operation back around the turn
(5) of the century, in the 1900, 1930°s, 1940, they dump all
(6} kinds of garbage in the river. And yet the river came
(7) back.
(8) I'm not saying it came back in ~ and was pristine
(9) the way it was before they started working the river.
(10) But in my own mind | think the reason you guys are
{11) having this meeting is in your own hearts you'd like to
(12) see the river the way it was maybe 200 years ago.
(13) We cannot blow up the dam. The dam has to stay.
(14} But what we can do is get that silt - and actually
(15) have a money-making, profitable -~ I'm not — maybe. &
(16) won't be profitable the first couple of years, but you
(17) could use a byproduct of the siit, of the sand, of the pea
(18) gravel, of the hali-ingh gravel, you could -
(19} Look at that guy who's got that black sand
(20} operation that paved Highway 299 this past summer. The
(21) guy's got all kinds of equipment. It wasn't there three
(22) years ago. But he knew he had a big contract coming, so
(23) he bought all those cememt mixers and those big loaders,
{24) and he was ready for 209 10 be repaved.
{25) And what I'm saying, I've gol the technology and
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(1) year. And we were on one of my mining claims in Del Loma,
{2) on the Trinity River.
{3) Wed, he pulls up in this real nice green trailer,
{4} mounted on — you know, on tires and stuff. The wnit
(5} probably weighed 3.000, 4,000 pounds. 1 said, "Lamar,
(8) need to float it." )
(7} "Well, Roger, how come you wani to float it?"
(8) |says, "Because | want the thing to go around with
{8) my dredge so when | pick up the material, you can process
{10} behind me,” because he'd already toid he could get all the
(11} mercury. -
{12} 1 was going - | going to talk to somebody this
(13} year anyhow, That's my game plan, because | can get the
(14} mercury and the lead out. | already know 1 can do it.
{15) But | know also that | dont — unless somebady
(16) wants to call me on the carpet now — | don't think
{17) thera's anybody in this room that knows what | know. And
(18) | can get that contamination out of the Trinity.
(19) But the other thing 1 say — and I'm not using big
{20} words, I'm not going to use any big words, ! used lo ten,
{21) 12 years ago, but | don't do that anymore,
(22) | can get - | can get the contaminants out. But
{23} with that 1 want — | don't know what you guys would do.’
(24) If we got, say, half-nch-minus material and put it on the
(25) bank — and you're talking, you know, a hundred yard
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(1) stretch of the Trinity River or 660 feet, you know, an
(2) eighth of a mile, yowre talking -- to clean the Trinity
(3) River up, you're talking trying to move out, you know -
(4) 'm — on a one forty acre claim of mine there's enough
{5} overburden dumped in the January 1897 flood that you could
(6} have filled a football stadium, including the bleachers,
(7) with just one flood. And that's on the Trinity River,
(8) And what's been the pan that | wanted 1o get ahold
(9) of with Forest Service, Fish & Game or the Department of
(10) interior is hey, | can put the stuff on the bank. 'l
(17} classify it for you.
(12} There won't be anything toxic in it. There won't
(13} be any mercury. So it's clean. There wouldn't be any
{14) lead. We'll have that lead contained. We'll show it to
{15) you. We will show it to you. I will not go back in the
(16) water.
{17) But where are you going to get the dump trucks or
.(18) the train cars or whatever, conveyors, to take that stuff
(19) and get it away from the river? And f'm talking about a
{20) hundred miles away from the river. Get it back to
(21) Redding. Get it back - give it to the farmers, because
(22) they're losing the topsoil that went in there.
(23) And i you look at the long-term scope of
(24) everything, I'm talking about the next 20, 40, 50 years,
(25} if you could get the silt, which is topsol, it's got
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(1) Down in the bottom of that river, thers's pools of
(2) mercury probably 50 feet wide, 20 feet long. It might
(3) have - ane pool might have a hundred pounds or 200 pounds
(4) of mercury. It's stlll in there.
(5) People say. "Well, the mercury not bothering
(8} anything. it's at the bottom*
(7} Bo you want to bet?
(8) Because that marc.— that sand and gravel out -
(@) that mercury is getting coated on everything. And it's
{10} getting all pulverized. And the rocks are pounding down
(11) on it and spiashing on it, just like water. And it's
{12) going back into your system. And it's not goad for the
(13) fish. . )
(14) Okay, Tve said too much.
(15} But | can answer anybody’s questions. If they
(16} think that | don't know what I'm talking about, I'l have
(17) somebody ask me now,
(18) But | can clean that river. And I'm going to need
(19) & lot of heip to do i.
(20) And you might start with a target area of river of
{21} a quarter mile or something. But the - if you want o
{22) clean that river up, think 200 years. Don't think 50
{23) years, think 200 years, before the dam wWas bult and
(24) before they ever did the hydraulic mining operations on
(25) the Trinity River.
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(1} nutrients in it — I'm talking about while it's still in
{2) the river, not the ocean -- once it goes to the ocean,
{3) it's not fit for farming anymore.
{4} Do you say what I'm saying? Does it make any sense
{5} to you.
{6} Butif you can get that silt and topscil and get
{7} it back on top, have the govermment subsidize it, give it
(8) back to the farmers. K's come off of their land anyhow.
(9) And i don't know if you guys are thinking that far
(10) beyond it. That's what I've been thinking about for
{11) years.
{12) But I've got aquipment that san put it all on the
(13) bank. [can classity &. And Eke | said, | can clean
{14} it.
{15) And if you want to clean and restore that river,
{16) you've got to try to go back 200 years, not 50 years, 200
(17) years. You've got to go back before they started
(18) hydraulicking and using the mercury and the toxic.
(19) When - when — like 1 say, just — | know of just
(20) one instance where the -- where the bucket line dredge
(21) sunk below Big Bar. And there was 500 pounds that they
(22) would admit to of mercury on that dredge alone.
(23) And when you get around the Big Bar area, Big
(24) BarDel Loma, you pick gold out of the river, it's coated
(25) with marcury,
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(1) On the Trnity River in 1946 was when the first
{2) dredge was put on the river. And they used mercury. I'm
{3) talking about ficating dredge.
{4) And all of my equipment is portable. That's ~
(S) anather big factor. You know, if they want to lower it by
(6} helicapter, that's their business.
(7} But it's portable, | can fioat it. 1 can take it
(8} to anywhere in the river, you know, given enough whatever.
(9) Do you know what 'm saying?
(10} But you're talking about a big project. And i
(11} somebody says, "Well, how do you eat an elephant? You
(12) take it one bite at a time. That's the only way you can
(13) eat an elephant, iz one bite a time.
(14) i you want to clean up that river, you have to
(15) start with a little stretch of it. And you'll find out
(18) that in thal target area - And I've got — and | can
{17) stand here and tell you the salmon chased me out of their
(18) dredge holes. | did something they want. | clean — |
(19) expose clean gravel.
{20} And in July when I'm down there dredging, | can be
{21) working the middle of the river and Fm in shade. I'm in
{22) shade totally. That's how many fish are around me.
{23) Now, they might only be this kong (indicating), bhut
(24) there’s hundreds of them. Like | say, thay're all over my
(25) gloves, my hands.
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{1} And when my — when F'm down there at the battom,
{2) Il have a dredge nozzle down here working, the fish are
(3) all around me picking, picking, picking, picking, because
(4) the rivers coated with silt and algae, -
(5) And i —1 —1dont —~1 -1 mean, 1 could talk
(6) to you guys il midnight, and you dont want to hear what
(7) Fm saying. But | know what I'm saying is true. | know
(8) what I'm saying is true.
(2 And | know | can clean up the Trinity River. And |
(10) need a Iot of help to do it. We can put a ot of people
(11) to work., But again, think of the river 200 years from
(12) now, not — 200 years ago, not 50 years ago.'
(13) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Mr. Sherwood,
{14) thank you for your comments.
(15) There are representatives from Fish and Wildlife
(16) Service and some of the other agencies here, and you may
{17} wish to talk to them.
{18) MR. FEIDER: | would like talk with them.
{19) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you again
(20) for your comments. . :
{21) MR. FEIDER: See, I've been on the river.
{22) {'ve got about 70 miles of mining claims.
{23) PRESIDING QFFICER RUESINK: | have no other
{24) slips for people wishing to make a statement. We have
(28} more time, but uniess there's someone else that wishes to
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{1) that you could leave with us, that would be fine. I not,
{2) that's okay, too.
(3) And it's an informal hearing, not subject to any
(4) question-and-answer or cross-examination, anything like
{5) that. i
{6) So if you'd step up to the microphone, please, and
(7) give us your comments,
{8) MS. SPEER: |'ve naver done this before.
(9 h-
(10) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Would you speak
{11) louder and mora toward the mike, please.
{12) MS. SPEER: Having never done this belore,
(13) I'm kind of nervaus, but I’ get aver that.”
(14} I'm here out of concern for the -~
{15} PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Would your state
(16) your name and spell it for the record?
{17) MS, SPEER: Debra Speer, D-e-b-a, Speer,
{18) Spe-e-r.
(19) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you,
(20) MS. SPEER: And specifically my
(21} understanding of whal is going irto your consideration of
(22) the EIR impacts to the Trinity River is that y'cu're
(23) debating the amount of water fiow that you're going to
(24) restore to the river,
(25) And based on some information that | have, my
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(1) speak right now, Il recess the hearing. We'li go ofi
(2) the record.
(3) If you have decided that you would like to make a
(4} statement, pleage go to the registration table, fill out a
(5) yellow card, and we’ll go back on the record and take your
{6) statement in 2 litle while.
(7) So we're officially off the record right now.
{8) (Recess taken, 2:02 p.m. - 2:51 p.m.)
(9) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: I'l reconvene
(107 the hearing. now. We're back on the record.
{113 | neglected lo mention ¢arfier that the hearing
(12) this aftemoon is scheduled from 1:00 til 3:00 p.m. And
{13) then we'll be back here this evening from 6:00 to 8:00
(14) p.m.
(18) 8o that administrative record will be the total of
{16) the presentations that we get this aftemoon and then
{17) again this evening. :
(18) We do have one more speaker: Debra Speer.
(19) And you weren't here earfier, and so 1l give you
{20) just a very brief dascription of the way we're conducting
{21) the hearing.
{22} If you'll step to the microphone, please, and spell
{23} your last name for the coun reporter,
(24) We are taking a verbalim transcript of all of the
(25) presentations. 1 you have a copy of a written statement

i}
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(1) understanding is that the Trinity River Act of 1955 was
(2} supposed to mean the water flow to the Trinity River did
{3} not impact the fish in that river.
{4) And my understanding is that 80 percent of the flow
(5) has been diverted since that time, since the dam has gone
{6) into piace.
{7) And because of that, it has had a serious impact on
{8) the fish in the river, lo the point that they're now an
(9) endangered species, the Coho.
(107 My understanding is mast of the fiow is diverted o
(11} the San Joaquin water flow for agriculiure. And not that
(12) I'm against agriculture, but knowing that they are a
{13) gigantic lobby interest in this state, | would just ke
(14} you to consider other attematives for the waler use.
(15) And I'm not sure even if it's the comect time to
{16) address that, but | believe the most ~ the vast part of
(17) our agriculture and water use goes o feeding cows and
(18) things like that — and that most of the water use goes
{19} into grain, | should say, that feeds cows.
{20} And so even though that is probably something
{21) rather circuitous, the impacts, I'm still saying | don't
(22) want the Trinity River water going 1o that use.

—

(23) That's my one vote. Envious.

(24) | also understand that you have some obligations to
(25) the Native American tribes that for the past 36 years also
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(1) have supposedly — you're nol supposed to have as much
(2} diversion of the water based under that law as well,
(3) So | guess what I'm trying to say is that this is
(4) not — shouldn't even really be an issue for CakFed as”
(5} such, because of the past legislation that is already —
(6} but this is — that this is already covered by, which is
(7) the Trinity River Act and the trust obligations o Native
{8} American tribes.
9) | think there was another point.
{10} So | think at the last — for a summary, | would

(11} just like to encourage you, both for recreational users
(12) and for the fisheries, to consider up to re - restoﬁhg
(13) up to — beyond the 48 percent [ think you're considering,
(14} up to at least what | believe studies have indicated the
{1 5) minimum ks 70 percent restoration of fiow to restore our
(16} fish and the natural habitat to the Trinity.
{17} it's beautiful. if you haven' been there, go.
(18} It's wonderful. Kayaking, rafting, fishing, it's
(19} beautiful.
{20) Thank you. .
(21) PRESIDING QOFFICER RUESINK: Thank you for
(22) your comments.
{23) | have about three minutes until the scheduled
(24} close of this hearing. Again, if anyone wishes io make a
(25) statement, please fill out one of the yellow cards at the
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(1} the river, you could operate on one-fourth or less of the
(2} water flow and it would still have their recreation as
{3) enjoyment, rafting and fishing, because that water all has
{4} to travet through 20, 30, 40, 50, 60 fect of sit.
(5) There's still water in that silt. So what
(6) happens, it's ke a V. When that river ~ when the river
(7)- channel cpens up and it's loaded with 40 feet of sift, it
{8) takes more water to have five feet of waler through 40
(8) ieet of averburden than it would i you cleaned the river
(10} up and got that siit and three-eighths—minus material on
{11} the bank and hauled it away. .
{12} So you c¢ould stil have the recreation with
{13) one-fourth less water, and they could enjoy it the way it
(14) should have been enjoyed. That's all I'm trying o say.
(15) This sit is the problem.
{16) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you for
{17) that additional comment, Mr. Sherwood.
{18} According to my watch, it's 3:00 p.m.
(19) Again, if there are no further slips and peaple
(20} wishing to make a statement, | will close the hearing. We
{21} will reconvene this evening at 6:00 p.m. and be hore from
(22) 6:00 until 8:00 p.m.
{23) The hearing is closed and we're off the rebord.
(24) (Recess taken, 3:00 p.m.)
(25) —olo—
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(1) desk. And this is your last chance for the aftemoon
(2) session.
(3) MR. SHERWOCD: Could | make one more
{4) comment?
(5} PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Come up fo the
{6) microphone, Mr. ‘Sherwood. 1 may limit you on time here.
{7) MS. SPEER: One minute.
(8) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: And this —
@) MR. SHERWOOD: Okay.
(10} PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: 1 get — 1 should
(11} tell you also: Again, please address your comments 1o the
(12} folks at the table here.
(13) MR. SHERWCOD: Okay.
(14) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Because we're not
(15) having question-and-answer between speakers and the
(16) audience.
(17) MR. SHERWOOD: Okay. Roger Sherwood, |
(18) live in Anderson.
(19} The Trinity River 50, 60 years ago, I've talked to
(20) old timers on the Trinity, had holes in it or pits in it
(21) 80 and 90 feet deep. Now that area ks all covered with
(22) sediment and sitt.
(23) If some way, somehow you could get or reduce the
(24) amount even by ten percent, if you could get that sediment
(25) out, say three-gighths-minug material, and get it out of
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(1} EVENING SESSION - 6:00 P.M.
() PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: We're on the
(3 record. _
(4) Good avening. On behalf of the United States Fish
(5) and Wildlife Service, | welcome you to this public
(6) hearing.
(7) The LS Fish and Wildiifle Service, US Bureau of
(8) Reclamaticn, Hoopa Valley Tribe and Trinity County are
)] 'conducting a joint process for taking comments on the
(10} dra®t Enviranmental Impact Stalement/Environmental Impact
(11) Record for the Trinity River mainstern fishery restoration.
(12) My name is Rebert Ruesink. The last name is
(13) spelled R-u-e-s, as in Sierra, i-n-k. I'm the supervisor
(14) of the Fish and Wildlife Services, Snake River Basin
{15) Office in Bolse, Idaho. Tonight | will be serving as the
(16) presiding official for this hearing.
{17) The scheduled time for the hearing is from §:00
{18) p.m. until 8:00 p.m. And at 8:00 p.m, we will adjourn or
{19) close the hearing and go off the record.
(20) At the table to my left are representatives from
{21) the US Figh & Wildlife Service, Bureau of Reclamation,
(22) Hoopa Valley Tribe and Trinity County. In a minute they
{23) will introduce themselves and have some opening comments.
(24) Other representatives of the US Fish and Wiklife
(28) Service are also here this evening at the registration
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(1) table. And we have information at that table where you
(2) came into the building.
(3) I would encourage you to ask questions and to look
(4) at some oi that material relaied to the issues that we'll
(5) be speaking io. .
{8) At this point I'd fike to introduce Mary Ellen
(7) Mueller. She is the Fishery Supervisor for the
(8) CaliformiamMevada Operations Cffice.
(9) DR. MUELLER: Good evening. Thank you for
(10) corming. ’ .
(11) The release of the draft Trinity River mainstem
(12) fishery restoration Environmental impact
(13) StatementEnvironmental Impact Report is the latest step
(14) in a pracess that Congress initiated several years ags o
{15) address jong-standing concermns about the effects of water
(16} divergion, in-stream habitat, sedimentation, watershed
(17) management issues on the Trinity River system's health,
(18) including its once ebundant salmon runs.
(19) Congress directed the Secretary of the Interior to -
(20) evaluate the impacts of these issues and to take steps to
(21) restore the health of the Trinity River system.
(22) In response 1o this congressional mandate, the
(23) Department of the Interior has been actively participating
(24) in a study for more than 15 years.
(25) This has been & gollaborative efiort led by the US

=
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{t) under the CEQA process. And so thal's why we're invohed
{2} in this hearing tonight.
(3) MR. ORCUTT: Good eveniig. My name's Mike
(4) Oroutt. Fm here reprasenting the Hoopa Valiey Tribe.
(5) And | just have a couple of brief opening comments.
(6) The main reason the Wribe has been involved is
(7) the ~ our tribe has 2200 members. We have lands on the
(8) lower Trinity River, about 90,000 acres of land. And we
(9) have documented existence of over -- ai least 7500 ye:
(10) in that area of the Trinity River Basin. )
{11) And historically and contemporanly, the tribe’s
{12) existence really depended upon the status and the health
{13) ci that resource.
{14) And as you'li hear later in the information, the
{15) status of that regource is one in which Coho salmon are
{16) listed, steelhead probably will be listed, and Chinook
{17) salmen just underwent a status review by the National
(18) Fishery Service. And their recommendation was not to list
(19) those stotks.
{29} And again; thera's — as Mary Ellen had stated,
(21) Congress has intervened in response to those declines in
{22) fish populations with the Trinily River Restoration
{23) Program, CVPIA and that specific provisidn in terms of
{24) stream flows.
{25) One additional obligation that the federal
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(1) Fish and Wildlife, the US Bureau of Reclamation, the Haopa
{2) Valley Tribe and Trinity County.
(3) The EIS/EIR summarizes the research that has been
(4) underiaken over the past several years and identifies for
(5) public cornment several potential altematives for
{(6) restoring the Trinity River system.
(7) Impacts considered under NEPA And CEQA are not
(8) limited to impacts o the fishary resources of the Trinity
(9) River, but include all impacts of the action affecting the
(10) human environment.
(11) The department encourages public comment on all
(12) aspects of the draft EISEIR. This public hearing is part
{13) of the comment process of the draft EIS/EIR.
(14) The public comment period will be closed December
{15) 20th, 1999. A Record of Decision is expected in the early
(16} spring of the year 2000.
{17} On behalf of the Fish and Wildiife Service, the
{18} Bureau of Reclamation, the Hoopa Vafley Tribe and Frinity
(19} County, | thank you for the effort you have made to attend
(20} this meeting and also thank you in advance for your
(21) comments. '
(22 Now Fll pass it on to Chris Erickson,
(23} repregentative of Trinity County.
(24) MR. ERICKSON: I'm Chiis Erickson, Supervisar
(25} in Trnity County. And Trinity County is the lead agency

-

=
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{1) govemment has is the federal trust responsiblity to bath
{2) Hoopa Valley and Yurok Tribes who possess federally
{3) reserved fishing rights in the basin.
{#) S0 we've been involved from the beginning, | think -
{5) it's a unique relationship where an Indian tribe has
(6) participated with federal agencies in mesefing the NEPA
{7} requirements.
(8) So 1guess I'd thank you in advance for your
{9) comments and look forward to hearing everyone tonight.
(10} Thank you. ’
{11) MR. RYAN: Thanks, Mike.
(12} My name is Mike Ryan. | work with the US Bureau of
{13) Reclamation. My title is Northem Califomia Area
{14} Manager. '
{15) And a portion of my job includes the operation and
{16) maintenance of some of the features within the Gentral
{17) Valley Project over on the Trinity River division.
(18) And | thank you for being here tonight also.
{19) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you all for
{20) those comments.
{21) Again, public comments on the graft EISEIR will be
(22) accepted until December 20th, 1999. After raview and
(23) consideration of your comments, the four agencies who are
(24) co-leaders in this effort, along with other cooperaling
(25) agencies, will complie information necessary to prepare a
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(1) final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact
{2) Report. .
(3) The pumpose of this hearing is to receive your
{4) comments on the drak EINEIR. Comments on all aspects of
(5) the alteratives described in those documents are very
{6) important anc will be carefully considered.
(7) Because of the importance of your comments, it is
(8) necessary that we follow certain procedures here this
{9) evening. .
{10} if you want to present comments at this hearing,
(11) please register at the table where you came into the
{12) building. And the way you register and indicate that you
(13) wish to present comments is by filling out one of these
(14) yellow comment cards (indicating). When you register,
(t5) indicate i you're representing an organization.
(16) And when you are called to present your comments,
{17) please come forward 1o the microphone in the front, begin
(18} your presentation by stating your full name, spell it for
(19} the record, and indicate if you are representing -some
{20) agency or organization, . -
(21) This is an informal hearing, and therefore you wil
(22) not be cross-examined or questioned in connection with
{23) your comments.
{24) Your comments or questions are heing recorded by
(25) the reporter to preserve them for the record. Please kesp
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{1) Rick Coleman, would you come forward to the
{2) microphone, please?
(3) MR. COLEMAN: Good evening. My name ig Rick
(4) Coleman, C-o-ke-m-a-n. I'm the general manager for the
(5) Trinity Public Utiliies District. :
(6) We're a nonprofit electric utility in Trinity
{7) County. We're govermned by a five-member, elected board
(8) that's separate and apart fram Trinity County. So we're a
{9 difierent entity in Trinity County. So people get us
{10} confused.
{11} The first thing | want to talk about is the PUD in
(12) itself. We actually have our génus in the 1955 act that
{13) created the dam. When that 1955 act was enacted, many
(14) of the people in Trinity County realized that ficoding ’
(15) 25,000 acres of private property, plus 50 some odd
(16) thousand acres of timber land, was going to have a
{17) devastating effect on the county. And they wanted that
{18) mitigated.
(19) What they asked ior was to allow PG&E to build
£20) hydro facilities because they were expecting to get the
(21) tax revenue from the PGAE hydro facifities.
{22) Congress, in their infinite wisdom, decided to
(23) aflow Trinity - County 1o get 25 percent of the energy from
(24) that project, in lieu of the tax benefil, to mitigate the
{25) flooding to that county. '
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(1) in mind that the reporter will not record any statements
(2) from the audience or which are made to the audience.
(3) Comments must be made into the microphone in ofder
{4) to ensure that they will become a par of the record.
(5) Flease leave a copy of any written material to
(8) which you refer with the reporter or the registration
(7) staff, ) : :
{8) 1 you are reading your testimony, please read
{9) slowly enough for the reporter to be able to record your
{10) comments. We do want to get all of your comments down in
{11) a verbatim transcript.
{12) You do have the option to submit comments in
{13) writing if you do not wish to present a statement here at
(14) this hearing this evening. Written comments may be
{15) submitted to the staff at the registration table or they
{18) may be mailed to Mr, Joe Polos, P-o--0-5, US Fish and
{17) Wildlife Service, 1655 Heindon Road -- that's
(18) H-e+4n-d-o-n Road — in Arcata, California, 95521, That
(19) address | believe is also pusted at the registration
(20} table.
(21) Written camments again will be accepted through
(22} December 20th, 1999. Written comments are given the same
(23) weight or consideration as aral comments that are
(24) presented here.
{25} At this point we are ready for the first speaker.
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(1) Congequently - and | don't want to belabor the
{2} history, we weren't really formed in "82 — a lot of those
(3) promises were foregone, the county lost over a million
{4) doliars o its economy. And this doesn't have anything-to
{5) do with the fish lssue, just taking of land.
{6) But today we are serving about 95 percent of the
{7) county. And they do enjoy low rates.
{8) We're very unique as a Western customer. We'ra the
(@) only Westem custorner who has a first preference rght to
{10} the power. We're the anly Westem customer — we're not
{11) the only Westem customer who has the first rights, but
(12) one of only one other has a first right to the power, In
{13) other words, we're not subject to an allocation procass.
(14) But we're the only customer whose rights {o power
(15} is five times higher than what we currently use, meaning
(16) that if there's less Westem g tion or less g ion
(17) from the TRD dam, we don't have 10 go out and replace &.
(18) It just means someone else is going to have to
(19) forego even more generation from this project in order to
{20) meet our congrassional rights.
(21) With that as a foresight of what we do here, I'd
(22) like to start off with saying that | think it's kind of
(23) insulting to be here tonight. I've had 14 working days
(24) since | reviewed — or received the document, and | have

(25} yet to receive all of the appendices. But yet today we're
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(1) holding public hearings.
{2} Obviously, | know you've been hearing it before,
(3) and I'm going to repeat it, | think an extension of time
(4} to this comment period is drastically needed so that you
(5) can get all thoughts oul. ’
(6) | aiso think that you should holkd workshops.
(7) You should already have received a list of 33
(8) questions that we've - that the PUD's generated that
(@) points to the ambiguity, the conflicts, the intemal
(10} inconsish 1o the doc

(12} those answars in order to formulate what | would call
(13) constructive comments.

{t4) We may be making a comment on something you've
{15) considered, but it isn't disclosed in the document.
(16) So with that said, we are going to prepare written

(17) comments. 1 hope youl give us more time to present
(18) written comments. :

(19) | would like to touch on some of the key points

(20} tonight just so it may help you to think about the need to
(21) extend the comment period and to hold workshops.
{£2) First of all, i'd like to discuss the only time -~

(23} or the thing called environmental justice.

(24) Ag | understand it, the executive order for

(25) environmental justice basically says minarities and

and basicalty asking for _
(11) some of the reasons behind the documents, because we need
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(1) of it, & sound like Trinity County. K sounds kke
(2) Weavenville. 3 sounds Bke Hayfork. It doesn't sound
(3) "any different than what we're experiencing.
(&) The only place in the EIS that | can tell that
(5) there's any disclosure of what this will do to Trinity
{6) County is when it comes to the power costs.
(7) Everywhere else Frinity County is lumped with
(8) Humboldt or Trinity County is lumped with Shasta or
{9) Trinity County is lumped with some other region.
(10) So you don't know what it's going to do. Both

- (11) benefits and impacts are not listed for Trinity County,

(12) except for power.

(13) And that number says well, this is going to cost in

{14) the year 2020, in 1997 daollars, $69,000 a year. Thats
(15) laughabie. I doesn't even pass the smells test,

(16} Today, | received a latter from hoth RW. Back and

(17) Westem - and the reason | got it today points to again
(18) how ludicrously short this comment period is — that says
(19} the 69,000 wasi't intended to tell you what it's geing to
(20) cost Trinity County; it was intended to be used in some
(21} kind of model for comparative purpeses. Our wark scope
(22) was very narrow and we didn't look at first preference
{23) costs. '

(24) This gets back to where | said we're the only first

(25) preference custamer thal Westem serves that has an
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(1) low-income people, disenfranchised people, can't respond
(2) 1o three feet of documents and five years of writing a
(3) document and millions and millions of dollars going into
{4) the dogument.
(5) Their interests are buried or hidden in this
(8) avalanche of material and studies, and that the agencies
() must consider the — these pecple's distinct needs.
(8) In fact, the execulive order says that you must
(9) consider what this will do to minority populations and
(10) low.ingome populations.
(11) But the E!$ conveniently drops the first population
{12) and says we have to ook at minority and low-income
(13} populations. Then concludes the only minorities with low
(14) incomes that are afiected are the Indians and the migrant
(15) farm workers, and it does some discussion about that.
(16) | submit if you look at the economy of Trinity
{17) County and you look at the executive order, it was clearly
(18) intended to lock at the low popuiation, meaning Trinity
{19) County, and what would that mean to Trinity County.
{20) We have one of the lowest economies in the state.
(21) And, in fact, if you read the few sections or parts
(22) of the EIS I've read about the Indians where it lalks
(23) about 2 malaise, about a stagnant ecanomy, about the
(24) children having to leave to find good jobs, et celera, it
(25) sounds like, if you take away the common religion aspect
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(1) allocation much larger than our bad.
{2} The true number for Trinity PUD is something in the
(3) neighborhood of four or $500.000, rot $69,000.
(8) And | was told that this $69,000 number was used
(5) tor some kind of regional comparison to go into some
(6) socic-economic analysis, sacic-economic model.
(7) From what | can read in the report, the
(B) socic-economic model doesn't disclose that It's using
{8) power costs. | can only assume it's using the $69,000
{10) number.
(11} And by the way, | also think in Redding the
{12} number's very much understated for other reasons.
(13) Then concludes in the year 2020, the flow decision
(14) is going to create 66 new jobs in Shasta and Triniy
(15) County, with the low number.
(16) 1 was discussing this issue with the owner of the
{17) Yocal umber mill, which is the last remaining large mill
(18) in Trinity County due to the spotted owl fiasco. And
(19) asked him, you know, what would a ten percent rate
{20) increase mean 1o him.
(21) "its equivalent to two full-time jobs.*
(22) | said, "Wel, this economic model says it's going
(23) the create 66 new jobs.”
{24) And he said, "Well, yeah, that's probably a hundred
{25) more jobs in Shasta County .and 34 less jobs in Trinity
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(1) County.” The fact of the matter is is we don't know.
{2) Getting back to environmental justice, we should
(3) know what this is going to mean ta Trinity County.
{4} In my opinion, the document doesnt — and maybe
{5} you touched on this when you provided your opening
{6} comments, maybe we're not looking at just irying to help
_ (7) fish. Maybe we're frving to rearange rocks and gravel,
{8) but [ thought the thrust of this whole program was to help
{9} fish.
{10) And much of the document seems Lo rationalize more
{11) water, net to justify how to do mere fish.
{12) And sometimes | begin to wonder if some of the
(13) proponents of this doesn't care if mare fish happen, as
{14) long as they get something to — back 1o predevelopment
{15) days before people moved into Califomia and started
{16) needing this water.
(17) Which brings me to another point, is 1 - that
{18} don't understand in reading the document, K seems like
(19} without quoting specific numbers of what we're trying to
(20} get with fish, we're going to try to get something
{21) pre-Trinty Dam Act numbers, It sounds like -maybe, or
(22) maybe it's pre-1500 numbers. | don't know.
{23) But all of this is going o be paid for by the
(P4) pecple who benefit from the dam ultimately.
{25) One of the things that isn't mentioned in the EIS

- Page 73
(1) Everything in this study is looking at the year 2020.

(2) The only reason | can figure out for doing that is

(3) because it takes that many years for enough generation of
{4) fish to create enough fish ta be able to justiy all this

{5) cost. _

{6) But in the meantime, as near as | can tel, Trinity

{7) PUD will have paid, # our growth is the same as it was

{8) since 1993, which iz modest by Califomia standards, wil
{9) have paid gver 11 million dollarg cumulatively in the

{10) hopes that this might bring more fish.

{11) It's a lot less than the 69,000 per year number

{12) that comas up n the study.

{13) Of course, all of this study — all this report is

{14) modeis tafking to models. We've got numbers coming out of
{15) this raport that are good to the fifth decimal point.

(16) The truth of the matter is is none of this is

(17) probably acourate plus or minus 30 or 40 or 50 parcent.
(18) We're Herally projeciing what we think might happen in
{19) the year 2020. We have a hard time figuring out what
(20) happened last year. )

{21) So how do we know any of this modeling is going to

(22) make sense?

(23) What we do know is 1f this flow study-is *

{24) implemented, it's going to cost pecple real money right
{25} now, today, the very first day this is mplemented. We
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{1) is the 115 million dollars in implement costs. It never
{2} says who's doing to pay for that.
(3} Well, traditionally, water and power pays for it.
{4} And that essentially doubles the impact to power customers
{5) that you have disclosed as the cost to the other power
(6) customers. It doesn't even affect the PUD.
(7) But there's other rivers that don't have dams. And
(8) their fisheries are declined by 20, to 25, 30, 40 percent
(9) of what they used to be.
(10} § think the best example is the Smith River which
(11) has virtually no dams on R, no diversion, doesn’t have
(12) something like the Kiamath coming into it that dilutes
(13) most of the Trinity River water, and its fisheries is way,
(14} way, way down. .
(15) Why should the dam and the beneficiaries from the
(16) dam be required to pay 1o improve tha fishery beyond the
{17) point that other fisheries that dont have dams are? That
{18) seems lo me that should be the limit of the exposure.
{19) The other thing | want to talk about is cumulative
{20) impacts. And I'm not meaning the issue that we have all
(21) these things going on in the Central Valley, the CakFed
(22} and the CVPIA and a bunch of other programs intended to
(23) deprive people of water.
(24) What I'm taking about is the cumulative impacts
(25) from now, or from the flow decision, to the year 2020.

. Page 74°

{1} don't know how much, but we know it's going to cost.

{2) We think maybe it will create more fish three

{3) years, five years, 20 years down the road. We don't know.
{4) To me, that's the more common sense approach. Why-
(5) nat go by this siowly instead of just making one massive
(6) step? .

(7} In closure, | think it's very impartant o go back

(8) to what this means to the people of Trinity County. This
{9} means that over the next 20 years a iamily — every man,
{10) woman ang child in Trinity County will have paid over a
{11) thousand deflars if this flow decision is implemented.

{12) That means a family of four in Hayfork that's not

(13) much afiected by this river, that has a median income of
{14} around $22,000, is gaing to be paying one-fourth of their
{15) annual budget on nothing more than a gamble that this is
{16} going to improve the fisheries, with no provisions in

(17) there to go back to where it was if it doesnt improve the
(18) fisheries.

(19) In fact, what | suspect is going to happen is we're

(20) gaing to ask the family to pay more if there's no more
(21) fisheries.

(22) 1 would like to ask why ie it that decades ago we

{23) figured out that we cannot commercially harvest game? We
(24) don't let commercial interests hun? ducks, geese, other
(25) game birds, bufialo, deer. We realized decades ago that
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(1) man and his technology is so efficient we can wipe out the
(2) game.
(3) Why didnt we figure out that we can also wipe out
(4) the fishery? Why has it taken us decades later to realize
(5) that we cannot commercially harvest the fishery.
(6) M what we're really wanting to do is get more fish
(7) in the river, rather than spend the 200, 300, 400 million
{8) dollars that we're talking about over the next 20 years —
(9) and it's not disclosed in the report in total, so who
{10} knows what it is, it's several hundred millions —~
{11} wouldn't it make more sense to tell the commeércial
{12) fishermen to be fish farmers, to let the existing fish
(13} come up the river.
(14) Mow, soma people will claim well, there's only so
(15} much habitat for the existing fish. Well, fine. Whatever
(16) there's not enough habitat for, let them catch that with a
{17} vod and reel _
(18) One of my favorite axpressions sbout this is it's
{19} not an issue of whether the fish ive or die, it's who has
(20} a right to kill them. .
{21) | think it's way past the time of realizing that
(22) fish are no different than the deer, the buffalo, the
(23) ducks. They cannot be continued 1o be commercially
(24} harvested.
(25} In cloéing‘ 1 would like to say that we need more

) Page 77
(1) PRESIDING QFFICER RUESINK: Thank you.

(2) MR. COLEMAN: Including Trinity.

(3} One oi the things that concems me, and it's

(4} something perhaps that we need some closure on. To be
(5} honest with you, until | saw it in the newspaper this

(6) moming and | alerted my staff in Redding that they would
(7) take the time to go over and listen to what was happening,
(8) 1 had no idea that this hearing was being put in place,

(&) In realizing the complexity of this kind of a

{10} situation, | think it is beholden to anyone like yourself

{11) who is going to have these hearings, to make sure that we
{12) have the time to study it and the time to analyze what is
{13) being proposaed.

(14) 'l give you just & — perhaps my interest in &,

(15} And this is not & political issue, because I'm the

{16) Chairman of the CalHred — legislative Cal-Fed committee
(17) that oversees the water issues for the State of

(18} Califamia. So | have more than just a cursory interest
(19} in what's happened.

{20) i is not the north/south kind of a thing or

{21) whatever. That has nothing do with #.

{22) But | just telf you that because of the impogance

{23) that we have a chance to look into and see what exacty
(24) has to be proposed.

{25) Just glancing at this as | walked through the

o

-
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(1) time to digest this. This is very important. § think you
{2) should have more wnrkshbps on this to explain your
{3) rationale and your reasoning for it.
{4) And 1 think there should be sufficient — I've
(5) heard rumors that thers's going to ke a workshop, but then
{6) we're still only going to have four days afier the
{7) workshop to comment.
8) | think if-you go the extra step to have a
{9) workshop, you should provide encugh fime after the
(10) workshop %o get our thoughts to get and provide comments.
{11) Thank you.
{12) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you for
{13) your comments, Mr. Coleman.
{14) Cur next speaker is State Senator Maurice
{15) Johannessen. )
{16) SENATOR JOHANNESSEN: Thank you and welcome
{17) to God's country. | drove up the valley and | can telt
{18) you that aside from the rain following me up the valley,
{19) I'm glad to be back in Redding.
{20) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Senator, could
{21} ask you to state your name and spell it for the record?
(22) SENATOR JOHANNESSEMN: Sure. Senator Maurice
{23) Johannessen, Jo-h-a-n-fi-g-s-5-2-n, Senator for the Fourth
{24) District which includes 11 counties, 38 cities, almost
(25) 900,000 people and most of northern California.
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(1) door — & was loft on my doorstep —~ as | drove, and it
{2) locks like it is a lot of voodoo science involved in this
{3) as far as the fisheries angd what happened.
{4) The 2020, the 60 percent o 65 percent seem to be a
{5) rather interesting figure. | don't know guite frankly how
{6) they - they come up with that. P've lived there 40
{7) years, so I'm we aware of this countryside here.
{8) The — | suspect that there is a project that is
{9) “being decided on, and we now merily go through the effort
{10} of trying to legitimize what the process should be in
{11) order 1o achieve what we have already decided & should
{12) be.
{13} Is this too far off? Maybe not.
{14} | had a chance to talk fo Babbilt, Interior
{15) Secretary Babbitt, whe, as you know all know, was the
{16) govemor of Arizona, and — back 1 think about three or
{17} four or five months ago.
{18} And the idea then was that, number one, Trinity was
{19) not in the Cal-Fed mix & all. The Cal-Fed being a
{20} consortium of about 14 or 15 federal and state agencies,
(21) all who have their own agendas, none that cooperate with
{22) each other. Now, if that isn't a kettle of fish, ! dont
(23) know.
(24) And we have found myself in a position where we may

-

‘{25) have to end up, in order to get lo the bottom of a lot of
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{1) this, 10 use either commitiee hearings, which we will be
{2) doing more of, we have done some, but also that we will
(3) get back into the area - maybe forced to using subpoenas
{4} 1o get the infornation that we're trying 1o get.

(5) With that as the background, at that particular

(6) time Interior Secretary Babbitt said well, | think that

(7) Trinity, really we don't have to worny foo much about it
(8) in Cal-Fed process. And in any event, we are talking
(9) maybe 250,000 acre feet of water that would have to be
{10) transferred through the Trinity system to the Klamath
(11) River Basin, of Klamath River, in order to solve the

(12) problems that # — that was supposedly involved with the
{13) Indians. :

(14) Since then | understand that we are talking about a

(15) possibility of transfer somewhere in the aréa of 340 to
(16) 800,000 acre feel of water through the Trinity systern.
(17) | also point out to you that there is about a

{18) million acre feet of waler that now goes through this
(19) system to the Carr powerhouse at Whiskeytown and a few
(20) other things. .

(21) And we're already about a million acre feet short

(22) of the deliveries to the Central Valley projects, to the
(23) contract holders of the two projects.

. (24) So if you take that out of the mix again, we're
(25) already a million acres feet short — a milion acre féet

-

-~

-
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{1) that mix. I can't be done otherwise. It can't be done.
(2) And if we are continuing on the process that we're
{3) doing now by taking the water away from this side, it you
{4) will, from the easlemn side, and put it through Trinity --
(5) And by the way, the Trinity should be cured. They
{6) have a lot of prublems and they need 1 be solved.
{7) But the problem can he solved only with additional
(8) water, nat only for their part, but for all sur parts.
{9} The question that has to be answered when you deal
(10} with this, it has to be — Trinity River has to be i the
(11} mix of what we're trying to do in the state of California.
(12) My job is not just thinking about nofthem
(13} California, but obviously | have a bias. And | admit to
(14} that. But it has to do with how do we solve the problem
{15) in the total — in totality in Califomia?
(16) We got pretty well on the road to doing that in
(17) southern California. We have worked and given them the
{18) lining, the American canal, and the transfer of water from
(19) Imperial Valley and San Diego. | think we have that just
(20) about worked out.
(21) Northern Califomia has the water. Quita frankly,
{22) we don't have the problem. We're just trying to keep some
{23) of what we have. *
{24} The problem kies in the central Califommia. And
(25} there's where some of the biggest problems that we're

-
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(1) short, we now take the additional — maybe let's say
(2) thres-quaner of a millkon acre feet, we are talking about
(3) putting mare water through the, quote, "prefered
(4) altemative,” through the Delia, pushing water through the
(5) Delta, northern Calfornia water, into the bay and then
(6) obwviously down to the pumps down in Tracy.
(7) So the question now Is where is the waler gaing to
(8) come from to do this little voodoo science that | called
(9) #? Where is it going to come from?
(10) There Is na doubt m my mind that transfer of water
(11} will take place. We in northern Caliiomia are blessed
(12) with about 80 percent of the water and 20 percent of
{13) people.
(14) And as a good friend of mine in the old days,
(15) Senator Seymore, used to say, "Well, think about i,
(18) Either you give us the water or we give you the people.”
{17) | have a problem with that. | can't quite figure
(18) out what the answer should be on that one.
(19) But the point is we know what's going to
(20) happen. So the question is if we can get above the trees
(21) and look behind and say well, we're going to need anywhere
(22) from six to nine milion acre jeet more in the next 25 to
(23) 35 years.
(24) Where do we get ft and how do we do it?
(25) Obviousty, we — additional storage have to be in
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(1) going to really-deal with.
(2) So when you're thinking in terms of Trinity River
(3) and the Trinity watershed, you have to think in terms of
(4) what the effect is going to be and the third party impacts
{5} in nothemn Califomia isel. You have to do it.
{6) Al this particular point they are talking about
{7 laying fallow anywhere up to a million acres of good
{8) farmland in order, quote, "o save the water fur all the
{9) restoration projects.”
{10} We have spent a couple of billion dollars — or
(11} going o spend & couple of bilion dollars merely to do
(12} restoration work, 1o do wetlands, meanderers, take-a-way
(13) levees, all of these things. But not one dime at this
{14} point has been spent for the study and the action needed
{15) 1o build reservoirs to take the - to control the water.
(186) in fact, already the good peripheral canal which —
(17) we call it the "P word™ — is already being followed. And
{18) seme of the land is already been bought down in Hood and
{19} so forh to do the canal.
{20} So anyone that thinks that the decigion hasnt .
(21) already been made 1o do whal's going 1o be done in the
{22) tuture, think again, because it's going to be.
{23) Our fight Is let's provide as much water as we can
{24} through the Trinity system. But bear in mind that
{25) whatever is taken away, we've got to replace it from
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(1) somewhere. And the only way we can do that is through
{2) reservoirs that is necessary to be built. And that is
{3) about a seven- 1o wen-year lag time.
{4} So I'm asking you in doing this, I'm glad this is
(5) finally coming to a head, but | would appreciate in the
(8). future if at least through my capital office and through
{7) my committee, that we get a copy of these things prior to
(8) any kind of a hearing.
(9) Thank you. Glad to be here. Appreciate your all
(10} being here.
(11) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINIKC: Thank you.
(12) SENATOR JOHANNESSEN: Maybe you dent
(13) sometime, but #'s interesting.
(14) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you,
(15) Senator Johannessen.
(18) Qur next speaker is Tina Andalina.
(17) MS. ANDOLINA: Thank you very much. I'm Tina
{18) Andolina with Friends of the Trinity River. That's
{19} A-n-g-o-ki-n-a.
{20} The first thing 1 want to address is | want to
(21} thank you very much for coming up here and ior completing
(22) the flow study and the EIS and the EIR.
(23) I've been following this for some time, as have
(24) most of people that have commenled or are in this room.
(25) And | think, you know, the six-tlay pubiic comment period
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(1) make coming up here, we support the science and the
(2) scientific study and investigation that have gone into
{3) producing the flow study and the Enviconmental Impact
{4) Staternent. We think the science is very sound.
(5) However, we stil feel that more water is needed to
{6) truly restore the fisheries. )
{7) We think that the preferred altemalive, giving the
(8) river roughly 48 percent of the water, combined with
{9) machanical restoration, is far too reliant on the
{10} mechanical restoration to truly get done what needs to be
{11} done, what giving the river more water could get done.

{12} We would like to see flows &t about 70 percent

(13} because, first, you know, other scientific studies have
{14} indicated that rivers left to themselves need at less 70
{15) percent of their flow to maintain a healthy fishery.

{16) Second, as we've seen this year and in years past,

(17} funding for restoring the Trinity River isnt very

(18) reliable. So if we focus too much on the mechanical

(19) restoration and that part, needing to get congressional
(20) funding every year, restoring the Trinity River might not
(21) actually occur on a timely schedule.

(22) Second, | want to address the - you know, some

(23) people were up here saying that, you kndw, if we're going
{24) to give water back to the Trinity River, we need to do

(25) some mitigation. And some people have suggested surface
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(1) is great, that's given us ample time to review everything.
(2) You guys have met your NEPA and CEQA requirements.
(3) This process has been delayed and delayed and delayed and
(4) delayed. And | would appreciate no further delays.
(5) The fish have weited 36 years while their habitat
(6) has been destroyed. It's time to move forward, move
(7} forward a Record of Decision, not have this process drawn
(8) out and drawn out.
(9) Secondly, I'd ike to say that the legislalion
(10) surreunding the Trinity River and the Trinity River
(11) Authorization Act cleary give R a unique position amang
(12) all water projects in California. The law clearly says
{13) the fisheries should not be hamed.
(14) And in the CVPIA -- clearly says the Trinity River
(15) is unique. Its position is unique in California and i is
{16) not to be tangied into the mix of other Calffornia
{17} issues, And that includes CalFed.
(18) Trinity River is separate from Cal-Fed, it should
(18) remain separate from Cal-Fed. And if it is allowed to be
(20} combined, not only will this process be defayed, but
(21) Cal-Fed wil be delayed. )
(22) And that's not gaod for the environment, it's not
(23) good for the farmers, R's not good for Califomnia or
(24) Califomia’s future.
(25) Now, to get back 1o the point | really wanted to

—
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(1) storage.
(2) Well, | say no surface storage. There are — most
(3) of the water that is taken out of the Trinily River is
(4) divered to the San Joaquin Valley, and principally to  ~
(5) Westiands Water District. .
(6) Now Westlands Walter District, as many of you know,
(7} was responsible for the Kesterion disaster. And there are
{8) lands in WesHands that have been identified as being
(9) toxic and polluting and lands that should be retired.
(10) If those lands are retired and the water is
(11) retumed ta the Trinity River, not anly will the Trinity
(12) fisheries be restared, but the problems associaled with
{13) WesHands, meaning the poliution of the San Joaquin River,
(14) pollution of the San Francisco Bay, which offers drinking
(15} waler for two-thirds of California, all those problems
{16} could be solved.
{17) We don't need more surface storage.
{18) Building these dams in California is what caused —
(19) was what's caused all the problems currentiy.
(20) We're sitting here talking about a fishery that's
(21) declined by 90 percent. Why? Principally, because a dam
(22) was built and 90 percent of the water was diverted.
{23) So the answer to Cakiornia's water problerns is not
(24) build more dams. The answer is conservation.
(25) And the Trinity River can be used as a shining
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(1) example of habitat that has been restored, as an example
(2) of us being brought back to sanity by saying fish need
(3) water.
(4) You can dredge a river, you can put bulldozers in
(5) the river, but fish arent going to walk. Fish need
(6) water.
{7) | appreciate ail the consideration, all the time
{8) and the effort that all the agencies have put into the
{9} Trinity River. It's been studied for iwo decades. Itis
{10) time now to move towards restoration, to move towards
{11) giving the river more water.
(12) And we would encourage you to look at implementing
{13) a fiow regime that allows the Trinity River to have 70
{14) percent of s flows. Then we know that 70, along with
{15) mechanical restoration, can truly resiore the fishery.
{16) It's no konger a guessing game. This is our one
{17) chance to fix this river, to fix it as it was promised in
{18) the 1955 legislation.
{19) We've waited long enough. There shoukd be ne
{20) further delays. Let's move forward 2 Record of Decision.
{21) Let's move towards restoring this river.
{22) Thank you.
(23) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you for
(24) your comments.
{25) Our next speaker is Bernard Bryson.
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(1) Thank you.
(2) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you for
(3) your comments, Mr. Bryson.
(4} Our next speaker is Oliver, S. Oliver.
(5) MR. OLIVER: 1 might be just off the wall
(6) with my -
(7) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Would you please
{8) state your name —
{8) MR, OLIVER: Stuart Oliver.
{10} PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: — for the record
(11) and spefl it, please?
(12} MR. OLIVER: Stuart Oliver, St-u-a-rt
{13) Celisv-g-r, Oliver.
(14) Pardon?
(15} PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Go ahead.
{16) MR. OLWVER: As we know, this Whiskeytown and
(17) Trinity Dam diversion tunneis work very well. | know it's
{18} a gravity-led tunnel. And it's a beautiful project that
{19} worked. And it's a beautiful engineering marvel.
{20) I'm suggesting something similar to that, enly &
{21) would be a combination of tunnel and pumps.
{22) And | live near the river mysell. And I've seen it
(23) year after year where we had fitty to 80,000 cubic feet a
{24} second going down that river. And it's scary.
{25} But it's all wasted, going to that ocean. And I'd
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(1) MR. BAYSON: Il be quite short here. The '
(2) nineteen fity —
(3) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: And ~
(4} MR. BRYSON: I'm Bemard, B-e-r-n-a+-d,
(5) Bryson, B-r-y-s-o-n, Redding, Califomia.
(6) The 1955 Trnity River Act, PLB4-386, stated that
(7} the river diversions were not to be detrimental to the
(8) river. |
(9) The 1984 Trinity River Basin Fish and Wildlife
{10) Management Resioration Project Act, PL98-541, stated that
{11} natyral fish and wildlife populations should be restored
(12} 10 levels approximating those which existed immediately
(13) pricr to the construction of the Trinity diversion,
(14) The proposed and recommended flow evaluation
(15) altemative is projected through the selected models to
(16) reach approximately 66 percent of those jevels.
(17) | have three guestions. .
{18) First, is this projected two-thirds attalnmant of
{19) those levels sufficient to meet the intent of the above
{20} legislation?
{21) Two, what criteria are proposed to measure
{22) attainment of the desired goals?
(23) And third, what additional measures are proposed
{24) should the proposed measures fail 1o restore the river to
(25) the desired levels?
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(1) lke to see something done about it.
(2) And | wrote 1o the Bureau of Reclamation, oh, five
(3} orten years ago, asking # they wouldn't make a study.
{4) And | think there should be a study of diverting this -
(5) tremendous amount of water that's coming down the
(6) Sacramento, Pit and the McCloud rivers during these very
(7) wetl winters when the water is no good to anybody.
(8} Ws just going down that river. Shasta Dam can't
(9) use i, the Pit powerhouses cant use it.
(10) And I'm suggesting that the Bureau make & study of
(11) diveriing that water through pumps and tunnels aver to the
(12) Trinity Dam, even if you have to raise the Trinity Dam
(13) levef and make it a larger reservoir.
(14} But | think those twe months aut of — of many
(15) years, that water should be saved. And we need the work
{16} and — we need the work in these counties. And we need
{17) the jobs. ’
{18) But this is not same fiy-by-night thing.
{19) PG&E does this already down there by Fresno. And
{20) the Grand Coulee Dam, if you've ever visited that, you can
(21) see the tremendous pumps facilities they have. Pumps up
(22} t0 pretty good heights, And even if we had to have cther
(23) reservoirs in between -
{24) | know that the river is actuafly below somewhat of

.{25) tha Trinity reservoir. And so it needs to be pumped up
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(1) somewhat to get it up into that level. But | would like
(2) t see a study made of that.
(3) Well, that's pretty much it.
(4) But they have proven, the PG&E has praven that this
(5) 95 — it's 95 percent efficient to do this. And if you
" (6) pump the water over there to the Trinity Dam, you've got
{7) excess — that excess water to flow down the Trinity, and
(8) you've got excess waler to go down to Tracy.
(9) That's through the — through the Trinity
(10} powerhouse, the Carm powerhouse, the Spring Creek and the
(1) Keswick Dam. You're not wasting any electricity by using
(12) thege pumps. And the PG&E has proven this is 95 percent
(13) efficient to do that.
(14} Thank you very much.
(15) BY PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you for
(16) your comments, Mr. Qliver.
{17) Our next speaker is Dave Steinhauser.
{18) MR. STEINHAUSER: Hi. My name is David
(19) Steinhauser, S-t-g-i-n-h-a-u-s-g-r.
{20) And I'm involved in the eommunities along the
(21) Tiinity River wearing different hats such a5 Board of
(22) Directors of Trinity County Chamber of Commerce, Board of
{23) Directors of Big Bar Community Developrsent Group, a member
{24) of the.Six Rivers Cutfitter and Guide Association, and a
{25} member ¢f the Trinity River Frontier Business Network.
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(1) the confluence with the North Fork, is widely accessible
(2) and can be enjoyed by a broad spectrum of peopie.
(3) For white water adventure, our company provides
(4} safety, competent river guides and quality equipment. And
(5} to run white water, we need ta have adequate river flows.
{6} For enjoying the river comidar, our company
(7} provides access and inlerpretation. And we need a quality
(8) enviranment to showcase.
{9} Adequate river Bows for river running on the
(10) Trinity River are defined in the DEIS/EIR as being above

{11) 300 cubic feet per second and below 8,000 cfs.

(12) | woukd strongly qualify the 300 ¢fs minimum figure

(13) as being runable by kayaks as ten-foot rafts. Commercial
{14) rafts on the Trinky River are mostly 12-, 13- and 14-foot
{15) raits, with occasional 16-footers.

{16) These larger rafts don't fit down the river at 300

{17} cublc feet per second when tributary inflow is small.

(18) When | was first involved in commercial recreation

{19) on the Trinity, the dam releases in the summer was 300
{20) cubic feet per second. And we were able to do this
{21} commercial activity by having the guide in a kayak and
(22) describing routes ta people in ten-ioot rafis.

(23) Around 1980, the release in July and August and

{24) September was increased for the purpose of temperature
(25) controls to 450 cubic feet per second, which resulted in
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(1) Tonight, however, | speak on behalf of my wife and
(2) myseli as owners of a white water recreation business
(3) along the Trinty River since 1988 called Trinity River
(4) Rafting.
(5) Thank you for the opporunily to comment on the
(6) draft EIS/EIR, a document that we have been awaiting a
(7) long time. .
(8) When | first raceived my copy of the DEISEIR, it
(9) appeared large, but after browsing through & | realized
(10) that & is mostly material that we have been hashing
{11) through for many years.
{12) { have heard that some folks would like a 80-day
{13) extension on the comment period of this document,
{14} refering to the report’s size.
(16} But in my opinion, most anyone who has had an
{16} interest in the DEIS/EIR will find the material to be
(17) quite iamiliar and there is a very adequate summary.
(18) | believe the comment period which extends to
(18} December 20th is long enough.
(20) White water rafting has at least two levels of
(21) appeal. The adventure of white water and access to 2
(22) relatively natural environment.
(23) On the Trinity River, the importance of these two
(24) components are fairly well balanced because the most
(25) popular run, the Class 3 Pigeon Point Run, which starts at
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(1) an explosion of rafting activity. It became reliably
(2) possible to run a fullsized raft with a guide down the
(3) river throughout the entire summer.
{4) We now provide services to more people on a busy
(5) July or August weekend than we did during the entire
(6) season before the 450 cfs release.
(7) So as pan of my comment | would like to present
{8) this minimum flow for rafting distinction to you.
(9) However, 1 da not believe that & strongly affacts”
{10) the implications- of the options presented.
(11) The only option that it affects is the 40 percent
(12) in-flow option, which, if changed to a 450 cfs minimum,
(13) would make recreational rafting even less viable, and if
{t4) chosen, would probably put mos! raft companies out of
(15) business.
{18) In terms of overall flow, either the flow
{17) evaluation altlemnative or the maximurmn fow alternative
{18) would provide more flows at oplimum water levels while not
{19} dipping below 450 cubic feet per second during the busiest
{20) menths for rafting, which are July and Atdgust.
{21) | concur with the DEIS/EIR on its finding that
(22) these two altematives would provide the most benefit to
(23) in-river recreational rafting.
(24) Without lengthy elaboration, ! believe that either
(25) the flow evaluation or maximum flow alternative would be
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{1} the only options that could effectively and
(2) comprehensively promote a healthy river corridor.
(3) Althaugh our bysiness does not include a fish and
(4) guide service, watching a full-sized salmon or steethead
(5-) speod by inspires a similar amount of awe as viewing a
(6) bald eagle soaring overhead.
{7) Momentum frorm working in a community on a healthy
(8) river and the enthusiasm of presenting interpretation
(9) about such an envirenment is substantiaf.
(10) Other alternaltives are nat only scary, but
(11) impractical as the probable result would be the lsting of
{12} all anadromous fishes as endangered, with subsequent
(13} shutting down of river activities and cascading
(14} detrimental ¢ffects on businesses and communities along
{15} the Trinity River. .
{16} No party interested in Trinity River water can
(17} alford further degradation of the fisheries.
(18) Thank you for your timeé.
(19} PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you, Mr.
{20) Steinhauser. .
(27} Our next speaker ks Darren Andolina. Would you
(22} coming forward, please.
(23) MR. ANDOLINA: Hello. Fm Damren Andoling,
{24) A-n-d-o--i-n-a. ’
(25) And i just love the Trinity River. And | think
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(1) Anderson, R-a-n-g-i An-d-g-r-s-0-n.
{2) Fve iived in Trinity County for 21 years. And
{3) during that time | worked for several years with the
{#) Rescurce Conservation Dislict repaiing the Grass Yallay
(5) Creek watershed where there was much damage due to
(6} improper logging practices. ..
{7) And duting that time | leamed a great deat abou
(8} the processes that occurred in the river and came to
{9) understand, you know, what had gone wrong over time since
(10) the dam had been put in place.
(11) And I've interviewed a ot of different people. |
{12) work as a wildemess guide and am a writer and work with
{13} the schools and put on story-telling events.
{14) And during all of those differant kinds of things
(15) that I've been involved in I've interviewed lots of
(18) difierent people, oid people, young people, people who
(17} have lived on the river and have heard over and over again
(18) the stories that peaple really sadly reminisce about the
(19) river and the salmon runs. And it really has struck me,
{20) One man in particular was a member of the Yurok
(21) Tribe — and is a member of Yurck Tribe. Excuse me. He
(22} Bves on the mouth of the Klamath. And he remembers when
{23} there were no roads and when they had td canoe back and
(24} forth up to the ocean and back to get their Sslt. And he
(25) told amazing stories about the salmon.
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{1) #'s very special place.
{2) And according to Mr. Johannessen's comments earlier
(3) that this is God’s country, persanally, I've never been
(4) anywhere that wasnt God's country.
(5) And  think we cught to start listening to God.
(6) And God created the river, the Trinity, that flowed, And

(7) | think human intervention is what's messed everything up.

(8} 1 don't think you can deny that the aclivities .
(@) involved with building a dam have been — have not been
{10) responsible for the declining in fisheries.

(11} It might atso be harvesting fish off the coast as

(12) well, but that's still another, you know, human

{13} intervention that's afiected the Trinlty.

(14} | also ~ | like EIS/EIR, but | think it is too

(15} reliant upon mechanical restoration.

{18) On principle, | don't think that bulidozers should

(17) be allowed to try to fix the river. | mean, after all,

{18) they were what created the problem, building a dam.
{19) | think that water is what's needed lo clear out

{20) the spawning habitat for the fish and just ket nature do
(21) its work. And that's all that's needed.

(22) Thank you.

{29) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you.

(24) Randi Anderson.

{25) MS. ANDERSON: Hi. My name is Randi
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(1) And, you know, what has struck me about all this is
(2) the profound change that has occurred in — not only in
(3) the river, but in people’s lives and their livelihoods and
(4) in their memories and their spirituality and how they -
(5) interact with the river.
(6) Children nowadays don't interact wih the river
{7} like they used to.
(8) You know, the seasans used to draw people to the
(9) river. And it was kind of a whole postic experience of
(10} humanity in that part of the land and all over the Pacific
(11) Northwest. Anrd it doesn't really occur any more in these
(12) rivers. And it's really very sad.
(13) | mean, when you see the ook in people's eyes when
(14) they talk about the salmon, how it used to be, it's
{15) just -- it really — it's real sad.
{16) So | would really like to strongly urge you to
{17) suppart the preferred flow study option in light of that,
{18) in light of the science that supports it, in light of the
(19) paople who five there and all of the animals and fish and
(20} everything that depends on that kind of system.
{21) Thank you.
(22) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you.
(23) Roger Sherwood. .
{24) Mr. Sherwood, before you begin, you did provide
(25) substantial comments this afternoon which are already part
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(1} of our administrative record. .
(2) ! certainly want to give you the opportunity to

(3) speak again this evening, but | would yrge you o maybe
(4} try to be as brief a5 you can —

{5) MR. SHERWOOD: Okay.

{6} PRESIDING QFFICER RUESINK: -- and to

{7} summarize some of those points.

(8) MR. SHERWOOD: Okay.

(9) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: And, if

(10} negessary, 1 will limit your comments this evening.

(11) MR. SHERWOOD: | understand. Thank you. -

(12) Okay. My name is Roger Sherwood, S-h-e-r-w-0-0-d.

(#3) My address is Box 683, Big Bar, California. That's six
(14) months out of the year. The. other six months is Redding,
(15} California. . -
(16) | make a living by dredaing the Trinity River, and

(17) I've done it for 12 years. | was an aerospace engineer
(18} out of Phoenix and | left that job because | wanted to
(19} come to God's country. | fell in love with the Trinity

(20} River. .

(21} Before coming on the Trinity River | spent four

(22} summers in Alaska in the Arctic Circle on the tundra.

{23} There’s no pollution up there. .

{24) The tundra is covered with blueberries. And

(25) there's a Iot of satmon, There's so many salman you ¢an't
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(1) Trinity River, Klamath, nothem Califomia. Pl just
(2} say that far, because — .
{3} Five pounds of mercury is a real small container.
(4} You can imagine a hundred years ago trying to transport a
(5) thousand pounds of mercury. You couldnt do it.
(8) Anyhow, my belief is — I've got a background in
(7) conservation, as | mentioned earfier in the meeting this
(8) afterncon.
(9) | left Phoenix as an aerospace engineer and moved
(10} up to the Trinity River in July of '88 because | liked
{11) getting away from the pollution of Phognix and the
{12) pristine environment.
{13} Dredging the Trinity River, which is what | did
(14) yesterday aftemoon, that's why 1 — that's why I'm
{15) here ~ | have watched in the kast 13 years the
(16} personality of the Trinily River change.
{17} | have only seen & for 13 vears, but | do know --
{18) I've heard - I've talked to old timers and they said when
(19) Highway 299 was built ~ and I'm taking prior to the
(20) construction of the Trinity Bam -- they could kok across
(21) the Trinity River and see fresh gravel. They even saw
(22) nuggets of gold in the gravel. They saw #ish all aver the
(23} place.
(24) Now, when the Trinily Dam was built, they said it
{25) wouldnt hurt the environment. Well, it's different. .
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(1) believe i. :
(2} | have an associate with me today.
(3) I had told you when ! first came in, | got no
(4) notice of this meeting other than after 1:00 e'clack this
(5) afternaon, five after 1:00. That's why | was late for
(6) your first meating. Okay?
(7) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: (Nods head.)
(8) MR. SHERWOOD: I don't have much use for the
(9) newspapers because they're too biased. Se | have to
(10) disallow the newspapers. | can't befieve what | read in
(11) the newspapers anymere. | no longer beligve in what they
(12) publish. That's just the way | feel.
(13) | was looking at some old records. And the Alleona
(14) quick silver mine was one of the largest quick silver or
{15} mercury mine — producing mines in Calfomia and in North
{16) America. .
(17} In" one month they produced 10,000 fasks of
(t8) mercury. And | asked a friend of mine over here, | said,
(19) "Well, Lamar,” | said, "what does a Blask of mercury
(20) weigh?" .
(21} He said, "Seventy-four pounds.”
(22) Well, that quick silver mine working for — | know
(23) it went down to 5,000 foot deep. But then the thought
(24} occurred to me, where did all that mefcury go to?
(25} Weil, it was used for mining operations on the
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(1) You guys don't have af the answers. | think Fve
(2) got some.
(3) But Mount St. Helens blew up back in the early -
(4) 80's, the Dapartment of Interior, Forest Service, BLM,
(5) whoevar, got over there and they well, we can do — we can
(6) restore the devastation that Mount St. Helens created.
{7) 1 walked on Mount St. Hefens in July 5th of 1983.
(&) | stood as far as the fbbons would allow me to walk and |
{9) saw that de i Ip
{10} Anyhow, they tried o reclaim the area. They
{11) brought in plants from Asiz and whatever for ground cover.
{12) What they found out ten vears later — or six years
(13) iater is if they bad just left It alone, that the area,
{14) Mother Nature, would have healed itself, because volcanos
(15) have actually erupted in North America before man got
{186) involved with them. I'm just saying # would have
{17) done it on ils own. Ckay?
{18) And it did better than what the engineers tried to
{19) do and what their — the plants they intraduced to the
{20) Mount St. Helens area actually messed up and interfered
(21) with the environment.
(22) It slowed down Mother Nature's own reforestation
(23) and restoration program that man interfered with and
(24} stopped. And that's on record.
(25} The —- I'm going to get back to the Trinily River

Hh fked it.
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(1) now.
(2) Ckay. Watching the Trinity River when | came in
(3) July of 88, | saw — | got some mining claims on the
(4) Trinity River. | do dredging. But | saw old wrecked
(5) cars, [ saw junk all over the river. And | thought to
{6) myself, here's a beauliful place, and the men are rashing
7y it
{8) Charlie Fitch, up until January of this year, was
{9) the Chief Ranger in Big Bar. Fve taked lo Chardie many
(10) times.
(11) Well, when | picked up a bunch of mining claims on
(12) the Trinity River, six, eight miles of the river, whatever
{13) it was, | said o Charlie, | said, "Chariie, don’t worry
(14) about cleaning the frash up on my mining claims. | will
(15) personally pick up the trash.”
{16} And nobody pays me a salary. [ do it on my own as
(17} an independent entity, and | do net get a paycheck.

" {18} So this saved — Charlie — Charlie thought “Well,
(19} doggone, this is nice. Here Roger is, going over there
(20) picking up” — . .
21y And | did. For many weeks and months every season,
{22) I'd walk around with five-gallon buckets in my hand,
(23) picked up the cigarette butts, picked up the trash the
(24) fisherman discarded, and the kayakers and the rafters.
{25) And | don't mean ta pick an them, but | tell you
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{1) mean to pick on you — how long you would stay with your
{2) job if you didn't get paid? How long would you stay?
(3) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Mr.
{4} Sherwood, could | —
(5} MF. SHERWOOD: Okay.
(8) PRESIDING CFFICER RUESINK: - have you
{7} focus — . -
&) MR. SHERWOOD: Ckay.
{9} PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: - on the Trinity
{10} River —
(11} MR. SHERWOOD: Okay. I'm somy. |dont
{12) mean to attack anybody.
(13) PRESIDING QFFICER RUESINK: -- and the
(14) document that --
(15) MR. SHERWOQOD: Okay.
(16) Now, ten years later tha Trinity — the shores of
(17) the Trinity River are cleaned up. Charlie Fitch when he
(18) retired, | talked to Charlie before he retired. | said,
{19) "Charlie,” | said, "look how clean the river is.”
(20} And then we started joking around. | said,
{21) "Chartie,* | said, "I dont mean what the fiood did in
(22)'97.* | said, "Look how clean the land is.”
(23) Because what happened, the people wﬁo were living
(24) and using the river and dredging on the river started
(25} waking up. And between Fish & Game and the Forest Service
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(1) what, when they left, the trash was on my claims. And |
(2) picked it up. Nobody asked me to do it. | did i because
(3) it was the right thing to do for the environment.
(4) That's the atiitude | have and that's the altitude
(5) | have today.
(8) | would pick up trash on my claims as long .as [ own
(7) those claims, and acbody has to pay me a penny to doit.
{8) Naow, the thing | see coming is -« I've got friends
(2} that are geologists. And for — one's a certified
{10 geologist with the State of Calfomia. And his business
{11} is environmental cleanup. He gets paid a couple thousand
{12) a week to be a consultant to go over and do environmental
{13) cleanups for disasters all over to westemn United States,
(14) Califomia and Arizona and Nevada.
(18) ¥'ve talked with — his name — hig first name is
(16) Dave. 1 con't want to get him in any more trouble already
(17) than he — than | can do. Bul! taked to Dave. And he
(18) walked my mining claims with me.
(19) Dave knows how environmentally conscious | am.
{20) Dave is also a dredger, which | am. I'm a dredger.
{21) When ! left aerospace engingering 12 years ago, |
{22} quit a weekly paycheck. And my income was just like
(23) falling off a clifi. Bingo.
(24) You iry working five years with no paychack, |
{25) mean, even the jobs you people hold today — and 1 don't
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(1} trying to educate them 1o say, "Hey, look, you don't trash
{2y the river”
(3) Well, 200 years of using the river — and we'll go
{4} back to that 10,000 flasks that the quick silver mine
{8) dumped into the river, let's say maybe not the Trintty,
(6) the rivers, because it was used for mining.
(M) | am guessing there's between a hundred and 1,000
{8) pounds of mercury per mile on the Trinity River. And the
{9) only way you can tell me that it is not there is to dredge
(10) every cubic yard of that river.
(11) And 2t the bottom of the river you will find —
(12) bve done it. 11l find puddies of mercury on the
{13) bedrock.
(14) The gold recovery in the river, 80 percent of it or
(15} more, that is mercury on it. So that mercury is breaking
(16} up into littke micrascopic nodules or whatever. i's
{17) poliating the fish, it's polluting the water.
(18) Lake Michigan was closed in the '60's and "70's
(19) because of mercury poisoning to the fish.
(20) What | say is this, | can create jobs, we can
{21) create jobs. 1've got a pilot operation going where | can
(22) go and dredge the river.
(23) And the neal thing about the river Is if you want
{24) to take a quarter mile of river and clean it up, just a
{25) water mile, one quarter mile of the river — say there's &
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(1) road that does down to the river, and you clean that I:ID.
(2) You take all the bedrock out.
(3) Now, I'm talking go — | mean all the averburden
(4) out. And it could be 20 feet deap. So in a quarter mile
{8) you might have ten million cubic yards of ovaerburden, '
{6) The silt gets cleaned up of mercury and lead, you
(7} getitout. 1candoit. You haul it away in dump
(8) trucks, give it back o the farmers,
(8} It took 200 years or a thousand years for Mother
{10} Nature to make it, but get it before it goas into the
(11) ocean and gets really contaminated.
(12) But the neat thing is if you clean up a quarter
(13) mile stretch of the river, I'm saying fo bedrock, let's
{14) say the Big Bar area or Del Loma, what — the neat things
(15) that happen — say you spend a summer doing it, you have
{18) eight or ten dradges in there —
(17) I'm tadking about getting up all the lead and the
(18) mercury too. The hunters are shooting the ducks. All
(19) that lead’s laying in the water. | find it all the time.
(20) But what happens is, the winter the flood comes,
(21) well, it turng around and washing in the hole that you
{22) dredged the year before. Happens to me every year.
(23) | had a hole dredged in the Trinity River two years
(24) ago 25 desp and 60 feet across. You could have put a
(25) four-unit apartment byilding inside the hole | dredged.
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(1} out, | get the lead out. | got the contaminants out, the
(2) old iron, roust whatever. Do a quarter mile stretch of
(3) the river.
{4) The winter floads come In. You go fight back to
({5) that same spot and work & again, only you - what took
(8) three months to do you can now do in three weeks, because
{7) #'s just flufd, it's loose- ’
(8) You get thal out, haul that away in dump trucks. |
(9) classify it: Pea gravel, sand, silt, gravels, one-inch or
(10} two-inch diameter rocks. You uss trommels to do that.
(11} But | can put local people to work making a good
(12) salary. And in the process of doing i, restore and
(13) revitalize Trinity County. -
(14} i you take look — like J&M Tackle over in
{15) Junction City had to close his doors. That man, | knew
{16) him personally. Thideen years he worked on the river and
{17) he thaught he could make it.
{18} But the — the restrictions placed on dredging —
(19) and I'm not saying to interfere with the rafting or
{20) anything, but the neat part of this is you can get a ~ it
(21) can pay for itseff just like Boulder Dam did.
(22) They built Boulder Dam at a cost of hundrgds of
(23} millions of dollars. A byproduct was the electricity that
(24) paid for the dam. So the dam didn’t really cost anything,
(26) but it put everything to work. And it's a perpetual
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{1} Do you know what? | went back the next year, it
{2) was lofally filled in. We call it flufi.
{3) But what I'm saying is that, realistically —
(4) | wraie a [etter lo President Clinton. He did
{5) never -- he never replied.
(6) There's a way to clean up the Trinity River by
(7) stages. You clean it to bedrock, get rid of the smafl
(8) stuif. Get the lead and the mercury out.
(9} The mercury and the lead would be a byproduct that
(10) could be sold. We could use local people. I'm forming &
{11) company o do just this on a — on a — on my own basis,
(12} independent of you people.
{13) But the thing | see — you're concerned about
(14) cleaning up the Trinity River. Let's get everything out
(15) there. Don't just pick up the overburden that's ten feet
{16) deep, because you didn't get the contarinated materials
{17) out of it.
(18) Let's get the ofd dredges aut of it, let’s get the
(39) mercury out, get the lead out of it, and then start
(20) cleaning it up by stages. And then — it will lake a
(21) couple — it will take 20 years to do it, but you can
(22) start doing it now.
{23) Say there’s ten spots on the Trinity River where
{24} you have road access and pickup trucks can haul the
(25} overburden out. | wash it and clean i, get the mercury
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{1) source of electricity for, you know, California and
(2} whatever.
(3) This kind of work that I'm latking about can be
{4} done on a small scale, say a quarter of a mile at a time,
{5} eight or ten different locations, get the mercury out.
{6} | don't know what mercury sells for anymore. But
(7) put local people to work. And then truck it out.
(8} And in the process of deing it, by getting the
{84) overburden out - say you only do ane percent the first
(10) year, and after a couple of years you do two, three, four
(1) five percent, we're talking millions of cubic yards,
(12) literally, every year being deposited.
(13) The overburden level would go down shallower and it
{14} would take you less waler to have you in six or eight feet
(15} of water.
{16) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Mr. Sherwood,
{17} could | have you wrap up in about —
(18) MR. SHERWQQD: Sure.
(19) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: - a minute here,
{20) MR. SHERWOOD: AH right.
{21) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you.
(22) MR. SHERWOOD: 1 agree — | would fike to
(23) takk with Senator Johannessen before he leaves tonight,
(24) unless he's already gone.
(25) DR. MUELLER: He's right back thare.
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{1) MR. SHERWOOD: Okay.
(2) But this can be done and it can be done now. And
(3) it can be done in & manner in which, instead of just
(4) costing money, R can restore an economy, it —
(5) People who live in Weaverviie and Trinity County
{6) live there because of the environment, but their famiies
_ (7) and sons have to leave because they can't feed their
{8) children, put their children in schaool, because there is
{9 no work.
{10) But | coukd put a whole bunch of people 1o work on
(11) it. You know, I'd have to have a gavermnment grant or
{12) something to do a small operation, but the thing is you
{13) guys would see with your own eyes -
(14) And I'm not talking in the year 2020 either. |
(15) think the reason that year comes up, by that time there
{16) I'l be 75 years old and Il say, "What was the Trinity
(17) River? Huh?" )
-{18) That's why they're taking about something 20 years
{19) down the road. We don't have all the answers.
(20) But the thing is ¥ you can take litthe - a fittle
{21) at a time and start cleaning it up —
(22) 1 took 30 to 40 years o mess the river up. Iif
(23) you consistently work 30 o 40 years to clean the river
(24) up, it would be 2 lot cleaner.
(25) And every truckload of mercury that goes out of
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(1) area is specifically for white water boating,
(2) I consider the Trinity River my home river. R's
(3) 1he river that we use most extensively. And the flows
(4) have — you know, it's a beautifl area. And i was
{5} encugh to induce me to mave haliway across the country.
(6) Increasing the river flows, in addition to helping:
{7) the fish populations, also-has the benefit of increasing
(8) people ke myselt who may move here and bring economic
(8) growth in the process, ’
(10} And that sort of analysis — | know there’s one
(11) gentleman indicaled 66 jobs would be created. ! suspect
{12) with increased flows, there will be at feast 66 more white
(13) waler boaters moving here. So just factor these sort of
(14) things in here.
{18) And In that regard, | would say, you know, |
(16} certainly would support the preferred attemative,
{17} increasing the flows for the fish as well as white waler
(18} boating. -
(19) Thank you,
{20) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you, Mr.
{21) Bigh. )
{22) We have heard now from everyone that had filed out
(23) a yellow card and expressing a desire td make a statement
(24) this evening.
(25) If anyone eise here would lke to make a statemant,
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{1} that river —- like again I've got facts from the Aloona
(2) quick silver mine to —to — to —
(3) Oh, incidentally, the LaGrange Mine at one time was
(4) the world’s largest hydraulic mining operation. And it's
(5) located between Weaverville and Junction City. And that
(6) was at one time the world's largest hydraulic operation.
(7) One of the last stages of hydraulic mining was the
(8) use of mercury. And that's all in the river.
(9} And inci&emally, water does not push mercury to
(10} the ocean. Mercury stays right in the river.
(11) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you, Mr.
{12) Sherwood.
(13) David Bish?
(t4) MR. BISH: Good evening. My namie is David
(15) Bish, B-i-s-h. | just have a very brief comment this
(18) evening.
(17) As we go through this whole process, it's obvious
(18) that sconomics is the name of the game here. You know,
(19} saving the fish, the positives of that, and then what are
(20) the costs and who should bear them,
(27} t just wanted 10 throw out one indirect economic
(22} benefit that guite often gets overluoked in these sort of
(23) analyses. ’
(24) | moved her in 1989 from Texas. | have a business
(25) here, | have employees here. The reason | moved to this
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(1) I would ask that you go to the regisiration table and fil
(2) oul 2 card, and then we will give you the opportunity do
{3) so.
(4) It there are no more cards right now, we will take .
(5) a break and reconvene if someone else does register to
(6) speak. We're now off the record.
{7) {(Recess taken, 7:14 p.m. - 7:22 p.m.)
{8) PRESIDING QFFICER RUESINK: Il reconvene
(8) the hearing now. We're back on record.
{10) We do have one other person that's indicated they
{11) would like to make a statement.
{12) But before we do that, | would like to introduce
(13} John Engbring sitting to my immediate left. Mary Ellen
(14) Mueller was the Fish and Wildlile Service representalive
(15} and had o leave fior another commitment that | think she
{16} has early in the meming than tomomow.
(17) And so John is the Fish and Wildiife Service
(18) official that's listening 10 any other statements that we
{19) have this evening.
(20) The next speaker is James Halden. .
(21) MA. HOLDEN: Hello. 1 would just like to
(22) say —
(23) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Could | have you
(24) state your nare and spelf & for the record, please?
(25) MR. HOLDEN: Yeash. James Holden, H-o-l-t-e-n.
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(1) And 1 work with SWAG which works in the area on
(2) restoring watersheds and also with Shasta College on same
(3) watershed restoration projects.
{4) And what Im noticing and what I've noticed from
(5) like the Saelzer Dam discussions that we're having is all
{6) these dams, they're useful at ocne time, but over time when
(7} wa start weighing them against-the costs of the
(8) environment, we're finding that these dams aren't
{9) necessarily the solution 1o the problems we're having.
{10) We're trying to urbanize areas that don't really
{11) have any means of supporting population on its own.
(12) And you're saying here that in 20 years, you know,
(13) we're going — we're going to take water from southemn
(14) Califonia. They're not going to let us. This is a very
(15) rurat area with no vote.
(18) How are you going to take waler from there and say
(17} that 20 years from now we might have 66 percent of the
(18} fish when we don't really know whether or not this is
(19) going o be the rouie?
(20} My basic point is is any humanization to the rivers
(21} are gaing to lead a decling in saknonoid and fish habitat.
{22} The Trinity River, no matter what we do to'it, the
(23} temperature is still not going to be the same because of
(24) the dam raising the temperature. No matter what we
(28} release the flows at, it's never going 10 be the same as

i)
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(1) some comments on Trinity County and their influx with the
{2) flows.
(3) And here as a member of the Shasta Paddlers. We

{4) suppon the flow in the EIR hearing lonight for the

(5) aciditional water flows 1o help out with the fish flows and
(8) the recreation #rom fisheries to white water enthusiasts.
(7) Also on the river paddiing, you have the i
(8) opportunity to speak with different people that come from
(9) around the world to paddie. Believe it or not, last year
{10) there was some people from Costa Rica paddiing on the

{11) Trinity River, which | thought was really & neat thlng

(12) Amazing io be able to speak with them,

{13} And some people from - all the way from back east
{14} paddiing on the Trinity River. And the reason they were
{15) here in January was because the water was at a higher
(18} level. And if the waler level was al a-higher level

(17) during the summer, they would be here dyring the summer.
{18) And that in tum brings money to Trinity County

{19) that people might not realize. And | just thought that
(20) might be something to congider with that initial water
{21) flow, that people are going to come and wiilize the

{22} resource ihat they have for fishing, pecpje coming and
{23) spending maney on fishing the river, enjoying the river,
(24) seeing its natural environment.

(25) Thank you.
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{1} #is now.
{2) So if you're going to weight T against the
(3} environment, the vote's going to win down south. |'don't
{4) really don't think it's going to matter tos much what
(5} impact the environment has.
(6) s who needs the water, who's going to get it.
(7} And that's about all | want to say.
(8} PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you for
(9) your comments.
(10) Again, that's all of the sllps that l have of those
(11) wishing to speak. X anyone else in the audience would
(12) like to speak, please go to the registration table and
(13) fill out one of the yellow cards.
(14) And | did see a hand raised. So we'll go off the
(15) record briefly, but let's try to get that person back on
(16) the record very shorlly.
{17) We're off the record.
{18) (Recess taken, 7:25 p.m. - 7:27 p.m.)
(19) PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: I'd like the
{20} reconvene the hearing. We're back on the record,
(21) The next speaker is Eric Ayers. Wauld you state
{22) your name and spell it for the record please?
{23) MR. HOLDEN: I's E-r-i<c A-y-e-r-s.
{24) I'm here as a citizen of Shasta County, member of
{25) the Shasta Paddlers, just to say to the board you heard
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(1) PRESIDING OFFICER RUES!NK Thank you, Mr.
(2) Ayres.
(3) Once again, | have no additional siips from people
(4) wishing 10 make a statement. And so we'll go off the
{5) record temporarily.
(6) (Recess taken, 7:28 p.m. - B:00 p.m.}
{7} PRESIDING OFFICER RUESINK: I'd like to go
(8) back on the record, please. The heanng is reconvened.
{9) We are back on the record.
{10) | have no other appearance slips. And we're at the
{11} end of our scheduled time.

'{(12) So on behaif of the LS Fish and Wiklife Service

(13) and the cooperating agencies that have been here with us
(14) this evening, we appreciate the time and efiort that all

(15) of you took to be here, we appreciate the comments that
(18) you've provided to us. They have been very informative
{17) and will be fully considered in coming o the final

(18) decision.

{19) The hearing is hereby closed. We're off the record

{20) (Whereupon the hearing concluded at 8:00 pm.}

{21) ~-000—
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