10

11
12

13

14
15

16

17

18

- 19
20

21

22
23
24
25

pPe-z

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RECEIVED - REG 1-AES

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE DEC 1 4 1999
PUBLIC HEARING , :
regarding : : HNS;PORTLAND'OR

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE TRINITY RIVER
' MAINSTEM FISHERY RESTORATION
SACRAMENTO GRAND BALLROOM
629 J STREET
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA |
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1999 .
1:00 p.m.

PRESIDING: ROBERT RUESINK, Supervisor
- U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Snake River Basin Office
Boise, Idaho

APPEARING: ,MICHAEL SPEAR, Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
California/Nevada Operations Office
2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2606
Sacramento, California 95825
KIRK RODGERS, Regional Director,
Mid-Pacific Region
Bureau of Reclamation
Sacramento, Califormia

CHRIS ERIKSON, County Supervisor
Trinity County-
Hayfork, Califormia

REPORTED BY: MARYANN VALENOTI, RPR, CSR #11266
JOB NO. 01-84%05 ' : ’

Combs & Greenley, Inc., A LegaLink Company (415) 512-1234

Page 1

RDD/TRINITYPC-2.DOC-1

2\

v’ L

Main TOC Next Page




O wk ShoW g W R e

[ S I I R I L
o= S 0 s U e e D

HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Please wake your
scats, We are have not seen a representative from the
Hoopa Valley Trite, but | do want to open the hearing
1ow, we are on the recond.

Good aftermoor. On behalf of the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service, | welcome you to this public
hearing. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. U.S.
Burean of Reclamation, Hoopa Valley Tribe and Trinity
County are eonducting a joint process for taking
commuents in the Deaft Envirommental Impact Statement
Environmental Impact Report for the Trinity River
Mainsten Fisher Restoration.

My name is Robert Ruesink, last name is
R-U-E-S - a3 in Sierra ~ [-N-K. I'm the supervisor
for the Fish and Wildlife Service, Snake River Basin
Office in Boise, Idaho, and this afiemocn | will be
serving as a presiding official for this hearing,

Our schednled time for the hearing this afternaon
is from 1 to 3 p.m. and we will reconvens again this
evening from 6 to 8p.m. At the table with me are
representatives from the Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation and Trinity County. In a moment

The EISEIR summarizes the rescarch that has been
wundertaken over the past several years and idemtifies
for public comment several povential sliematives foe
sestoring the Trinity River system. Impacts considered
ynder NEPA and CEQA are not limited to impacts to the
fishery resources of the Trinity River. but include all
the impacts of the action affecting the human
on all aspecis of the draft EIS/EIR.

‘This public hearing is part of the common process
in the draft EIS/ETR and will be closed
December 20, 1999. A record of decigions expected in
the carly spring of 2000. On behalf of the service,
Bureau of Reclamation. Hoopa Valley Tribe and Trinity
County. 1 thank you for the efftrt vou've made to anend
this meeting and also thank you in adwince for your
commentis.

Now we will hear some introductory remarks from
Supervisor Chris Erikson, the representative of Trimity
count,

MPR_ ERIKSON: Thank yon. I'm Chris
Erikson, County Supervisor m Trinity Coumy. and -

23 we will hear more from these individuals, Ccher 23 Trinity County is the lead agency for the CEQ4
24 represemarives from the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service 24 evaluation and that's why we dre a part of this hearing,
25 are at the registration and information tables in the 25 ‘Thank you.
’ Page 2 Page 4~
1 lobby ontside this room. They have additional material 1 MR. RODGERS: Good aftemooi. my name is
2 there that f would encourage you io look at and they 2 Kirk Rodgers. I'm the Deputy Regional Director for the
3 will be at that table to auswer questions that you may 3 Mid-Pacific Region and the Burean of Reclamarion
4 have regarding the topic of this hearing. 4 The Trinity River Division is pan of our
3 At this point 'd fike 10 itroduce Mike Spear, 5 Northem California area office. We have operational "
6 who is the Fish and Wildlife Service repressntative o 6 responsibilities on the river, along with operation or
7 make the official statement of the servies, Mike. 7 maimenance of some of the structures that are found and
8 ME. SPEAR: Good afternoon. My name is 8 owned by the Federal Burean of Reclamation there. So we
9  Mike Spear. Fish and Wikilife Service. T'm manager of 9  are —I'm pleased 1o hear comments on this milestone
10 our Califomia-Nevada Operatians Office. Release of the 10 that we have reached on completing this EIS. We are
11 draft Trinity River Mainstem Fishery Restoration EIS/EIR 11  very interested in hearing your thoughts and views an
12 is the latest step in the process that Congress 12  this and mking that message back to those whe will be
13 imitiated meny years ago to addrss the long-standing 13 able o act wpon those. Thank you .
14 concems about the affects of water diversion. mstream 14 HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you
15 habimt, sedimentation and watershed management issucs 15 Public comments on the draft EIS/EIR will be accepted
16 in the Trinity River system's health, including its once 16 umtil December 20. 1999. After review and consideration
17 zbundant salmon rums. : c 17  of your comments, the four co-lead agencics. alopg with
it Congress directed the Secretary of the Interior 18  the cooperating agenciss, will prepare 2 final '
19  to evaluate the impacts of these issues and o take 19 Environmental hupact Statement Environmentad lntpact
20  steps by restore the health of the Trinity River system. 20 Report. The purpose of this hearing is to recéive your
21 Inresponse to this mandate, the Department of the 21 comments on the draft documents. Commentscnall
22 Interior has been actively participating in the study 22 aspects of the altemnntives described in those documents
23 for move than 13 yeass. This has been a collaborative 23 are very important and will be carefully considered.
24 effort by the Fish and Wildlifie Service. U.S. Burean of 24 Becaese of the importance of your comments, it is
23 Reclumation, the Hoopa Valley Tribe and Trinity County. 25  neceysary that we follow certain procedures here this
Page 3 Page $
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. afternoon, Ifyouwamtoﬁmwnma:ﬂﬁs

hearing, piease register at the table outside this roam.
representing. When you arc called to prasent vour
comments, plezse come forvard to the microphone in

' front. Begin your presentatin by suting your full

name, spell it for the record and indicate if you are
representing an organization,

This is an informal meeting and, therefore, vou
will not be questioned or cross-examined in connection
with vour comments. Youw comments or questions are
being reported by the Reporter to preserve them for the
record. Pleage keep in mind that the Reporter will not
recocd any statements from the audience or which are
made to the audiencs. Coamments mmst be made into the
microphens and to the agency representatives at the
front table. If you have a copy ol your statement,
pleass leave it with the Reporter or with the
registration staff. If you are reading your testimany,
weaskﬂlmyonphser&dslowlyemughﬁxﬂm
Reporter to be able 10 record your comments verbarim,

Instead of presenting oral comments here this
afternoon, we are or in addition to the oral comments,
vou may subsit comments in writing, Written comments

b gotat my house gn the CVPIA there are confusing

2 figures. It savs the Trinity River, for the Trinity

3 Rnﬂﬂwmhuan%DOOmfeﬁmmﬂm]drv
4 years to 730.000 acee fest in wet vears. This is

3 Amachment G.

6 hﬂmpamhdmmnml'lkmmmm
7 flow range from 369,000 acte fect to 817,000 acre feet
§ inwetyears.” Automatically we havs a confusion hers
2 ofabout 50,000 acre feet. Should the water be released
10 o the Trinity. the amswer is ves. It must be

11 consistent with state Law.

12 Stare law in my opinion has been violated in the
13 hst30ymonﬂuTﬁni1y,&:dlhm’spgain5937.If
14 vou are looking for a place to get that water, lock to
5 ﬂ‘lewslsideofﬁieSanquninValkx, Both the

16 BmmanddleF'ﬂmndWildﬁchcrﬁoeInsnﬂsmged
17 the language ofien enovgh that we are continued - "we"
18 being the feds — to deliver irrigation water 1o

9 irrigare selenium soils on the west side, The dminage
20 from those sclenivm soils is mising havoc with fsh.
21 mﬂmmmmsmms}m
22 In v opinion it's time now with the decision on
23 Fryane. that both San Jonemin/Fryant and the Thnity
24 River Fishery and wildlife resources be restored, both

25 mav be submitted today 1o the staff at the registration 25 flows and water quality are needed, 1 recommend that
Page 6 Page 3

1 table or they may be mailed 1o Mr. Jos Polos. P-O-L-0-S. 1 ﬂnS@.Dl)ﬂmfeetmg:mSl?.ﬂﬂOmfwtbc
2 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 1655 Heindon 2 instituted at the earliest possible time. Thank yvon
3 H-E-FN-D-O-N, Road in Arcaka. California, 93521. This 3 HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank vou, Mr.

- 4 address is also at the registration and information 4 Smith. for your comments. At this time we do not have .
3 tables omside this room. 3 amyone else that's registered to speak. If seame of you
-3 Wmmmmmllbeawcptedthtwgh € i the audience wish to make 3 statement at ihis time,
7 December 20, 1999, Written comments are given the same 7 please go to the registration table and £l ouz one of
8 consideration as oral comments that ar presented here 8 these cards. T1! give vou just a mimate if ayece
9 this aftemoon, At this time we ars ready for the first 9 wants to do thar at this tme.

10 speaker, Mr. Felix Smith. Would you come to the 10 If there's no one that wishes to speak at this

1 microphone, please. State your name; spell it for the 11 time, we will ke g break

12 record. identify wio you represem and begin your 12 We are off the record.

13 commems. . ’ 13 (Whersupon, 2 recess was taken.)

P MR SMITH: My name Felix E. Smith. ! 14 HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: We arz back on

I3  represent myself'as a taxpaver. Do von want my address? 15 dsemud. Nomelselms-gmdnpmspul. Weare

16 MS. REPORTER: No. 16 atthe end of the scheduled time for the afiernoon

i7 MR. SMITH: Probably one of the only few 17 bearing | :

18 - people in the room, if there are others. I don't know, 18 1 would remind you that we will reconvens this

‘19 that worked on the Trinity River in 1956 10 '38. [ saw 1% evening from 6 o 8 p.m.. Thumumgncbsed. We

0 the massive roms of Chinook safmon that used to go up 20 are off the recond.

21 the Trinity. 2 (Hearing adjouraed at 3:01 p.m..}

22 What happened in the Trinity. in my opinion. 2 ’

23 violates what has now been a decision on Fryant by the 23

24 pecent court in the lawsuit beswesn NRDC and the Buresn. 24

25 T also am aware in the PEIS just issned that 25
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3. erchy certify éhi i restimony in the fursgoing
3
7
&
9

ihe time and place ferain statod, and that the

- testimony was therenfier reduced o typewriting. by
10 T further cerify that 1 am not of coumsel or
11 -atomey for cither or any of the partics to the said
12 proceedings. nov in any way interested in the event of
13 his-cause, and that L4 oot related to any of the

procendinigs was taken by me, a disinterested persod, a1 _

I4 paniss thereto.
15 '

15 DATED: DECEMBER 8, 1999

7. a

18 e _
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2
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