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HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you. We
are on the record. Good evening. Om behalf of the
United States Fish and Wildlites Service. 1 welcome you
1o this public hearing. The United States Fish and
Wildlife Service. U.5. Bureau of Rectamation. Hoopa

" Valley Tribe and Trinity County are conducting 2 joint

pracess for taking comments on the Draft Environnentat
Impact Statement/Entvironmental Impact Report for the
Trinity River Meinstem Fishery Restoration. My name is
Robers Ruesink. The Last name it R-IFE-S ~asin
Sierra — I-N-K. I'm the supervisor for the Fish and
Wildlife Scrvice in Boise, kdaho, and tonight  will be
serving as a presiding official for this hearing,

With me 2 the table are representatives fiom the
Fish and Wildlife Service, Hoopa Valley Tribe, United
States Burean of Reclamadion 2nd Trinity County. and
they'll introduce thentselves and make a stalement in
just a minuze,

Other representatives of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service are also here at the mgisiration and
informarion table outside this room. You will find some.
additional wriren material there, and staff will be
available to answer questions that you may have abour
the Trinity River restoration.

At this point ] would like to introduce Mike

»
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of the Trinity River. but inchade all impacts 1o the
action effecting the huunan edviromnent.

The Department encourages pablic conument on all
aspects of the Draft EIS/EIR. ‘This public hearing is
part of the comment process on the Draft EISEIR. It
will be clased December 20, 1999, A record of decision
is expeceed in the early spring of 2000.

On behalf of the Service. Burean of Reclamation.
the tribe. Hoopa Vatlev Tribe and Trinity County, |
thank you for the effort you've made to attend this
mieeting and also thank you in advance for your comments.

Now, here to submit remarks from the CEQA league.
Sopervisor Chris Erikson, representative of Trinity
County. ) :

MR. ERIKSON; Thenks. I'm Chris Eriksor,
T'm a supervisor from Trinity County, and Trinity
County’s position in this is that we are the lsad agency
for the review mder CEQA. Ul now introdnce Mike
Orcutt from the Hoopa Valley Tribe.

MB_ORCUTT: Good evening. I thank vou as
well for being here. and F goess I just have some real
brief comments,

The resource that we are talking about, the,
fisheries and the wildlifi resources of the basin, cur
Iribe is dependent on it, and historically and -

Page 2 Paged "

1 Spear. who will give the services opening statement. 1 comemporarly. The real survival of the people at one

2 MER. SPEAR: Good evening. My name is Mile 2 tine are really tied to that, the bealth of that

3 Spear, I'm the Califomia-Nevada Operations Manager for 3 resource. The tribe's involvenzent in this process. the

4  the Fish and Wildlife Sexvice. Releass of the Draft 4 developmem of the NEPA documem we've been involved

3 Trinity River Mainstem Fishery Restoration EIS/EIR is 5 from the beginping. and our sole purpost in being there -

6 the latest step in the process that Congress initiated 6 ig one of which a lot of the information. supplemental

T many vears ago to address long-standing concerns about 7 information here shows that our species are listed and

8  the sffects of water diversion. instream habitat, 8 proposod for listing under the Endangered Species Act

9 sedimentation and watershed management on the Trinity - 9 and that stmply is not something that we choose to see

10 River svstem's health. inchuding its once abundant 10 bappen. So tha's the main reason we've been involved,

11 galmen rums, . 11 T would also maks the contment that the

12 Congress di d the S y of the Interior 12 relationship, the collabomtive approach that’s been

13 1o evaluate the impacts of these issues and to take 13 used here is somewhat unique in which case and indian

14 steps w restore the health of the Trinity River system. 14 wibe kas participarcd with the Federai Trustecs in 8

15 Inresponse to this Congressional mandate. the 15 davelopment of this docyment, and T puess T just thank

16 Department of the Interior has been actively ‘16 wou in advance for vour consnents and I'm glad everyone's

17 panicipeting in & study for more than 15 years. This 17 here tonight. -

18  has been a ¢ollaborative effort lead by the 1.5, Fish i8 ME_RYAN: Good svening. My name is Miks

19 and Wildlife Service, for the Burean of Reclamation, the 19 Ryan. I'm the Northern Califomia Arca Manager for the

20 Hoopa Valley Tribe and Trinity County. EIS/EIR 20 U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. A portion of my job

21 summarizes the research that kas been imdertaken gver 21 . responsibilities incinde the Trinity River Division. the

22 the past several years and identifics for public comment 22 Bureau of Reclamation Ceniral Valley Project

23 saveral potential Alitmatives for restoring the Trimity - 23 HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you

‘24 River system. Impacts considered under the NEPA and 24 Public conments or: the draft EIS/EIR will be accepred

25 CEQA arc oot lmited to impacts of the fishery resources 25 until Decesnber 20, 1999, Afier review and consideration
Page3 Page 5
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of your comments. the four co-lead agencies, along with
the cooperting agencies will prepare a Fisal EIS/EIR,

The purpose of this hearing is w0 recsive your comments
on those draft documents. Comments on all aspects of
the aftermatives described in the docarments are very

’ important and will be carcfully considered. Because of

the importance of vour comments, it is necessary that we
follow certain procedures hre this cvening.

If you wish to preseat comments at this hearing,
pleass regi at the table outside the o
this room. ‘When you register indicate any organization
that you represent. When you are called to present your
comments, please come forward to the wicrophone in
front. begin vour presentation by stmting your full
aame, spell'it for the recard and indicate if you
Epresent an crganization,

Thiy is an informmal meeting and therefore, vou

_will not be questioned or cross-examined in connection

with your comments. Your comments or questions ans
being recorded by the Reporter to preserve them for the

LI R - T R R Y R S
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L-E-Y-D-E-C-K-E-R. and | ain the chair of Friends of the
Trinity River.

" We will offer written comments 2t a later date,
but we womld like to male some comments tonight.

Friends of the Trinity River belisves based upon
the eriginal Trinity River Division legislation and
subsequent legislation that no more than 30 percent of
e River's waler should be diverted. The Federal
Government's promises dating Erom the carly 1950s in an
effort to gain approval w construct the dam. those
promises must be honored at loag last.

Given the current CALFED effint to cite an
ongoing example of assurances people will be asked to be
relying upon, people must actually see. they owst be
able o belicve and they ayust be willing to accept that
their government has not lied to them, ‘thar its
assurances to its citizens are fulfilled.

‘We believe the Eaviroamental Impact Statement
prorata on the county-by-county basis. In fact, these

RDD/TRINITYPC-3.D0C-3

21 recond. Pleasg keep in mind that the Reporver will not 21 costs are based upon individual contracts, not on a pro

22 recaed any statement fom the sudience or which is mde 22 rata countv-by-county basis and this data should be

23 1o the audience. Comments must be made into the 23 revised. .

24  micropbone and should be addressed to the agency 24 In addition. Trimity County never has béen

25 representatives at the front table. Pleage leave a copy 23 provided with a preferential power rates dictated by Jaw

Page 6 Page 8

1 of any written matesial to whick you refer with the 1 inthe Trinity River Division Act of 1955, and its

2 Reporter or with the registration staff. If vou are 2 resident victims apparently now ant expected to pay

- 3 reading vour tastimony_ we ask that vou please read 3  apparently aboot $11 million to implement restoration

4 slowly enough for the Reporter to be able to meord your 4 programs. a8 well as to ahsorb modestly increased power

5 comments. Instead of presenting oral comments here this 3 costs. The final EIS/EIR should seflect that the R

6 evening or in addition 1o oral comments, your may submit 6  Trinity Public Utilitics District will be exempt from

7 commwnts in writing. Written conments ray be submitted " 7 all costs associated with amy Jost powsr generation. and

8 today to the stafi at the registration table or they may 8  prefivential sate treannent should be enforced.

9 be mailed to Mr. Joe Polos, P-O-L-0-5, U.S. Fish and 9 In addition, with a non-reantherization of the

10 WWW_]GSiHMMsH—E—I—N—MN, 10 restoration program. all power interests now are paying

11 Roed, Arcata, Califoraia, 95521, That address is also 11 a dispropertionate sharé of Trisity restoration: costs at

12 availabic at the registration and information tables in 12 70 percent. with the imigators paying 30 percent. Thus

13 the lobby. Wrirten comments will be accepted through 13 power intentsts are subsidizing a handful. 2 bare

14 Decamber 20, 1999. Wrilten comments are given the same 14  handful of welfare bencficiary corporate type agro

15 consideration as oral comments presented here. 15 business inmerest. s even this mfair funding for the

16 Az this rimes we are ready for our first spaaker. 16 restoration progrem is not essusd. So the Secretary

17 M. Byron Levdecker, would ¥ou please come to the 17 shoold take further action beyoud or included in his -

18 microphone, state your name and spell it for the recoed 18 record of decision to make cextain that program casls

19 and identify who vou nepresent and begin your comments, 19 are shared equitably. He must also ssyure that critical

20 MR LEYDECKER: Thank yow. Mr. Chairman, 20 watershed mechanical restoration activitics arc funded

21 members mpresaniting the ageacies fnvolved in e 21 adequatcly. This is imposted empirically snd rationally

22 preparation of this docurnent, we welcoms this 22 and speaks volumes for nesded actica, to say nothing of

23 opportaity to appear before you and to affes our 23  supporting science and are the River's restomtioms best

24  comments. 24 ally beyond water. This also is consistent with the

25 My name is Byron. B-Y-R-O-N, Levdecker, 25 President’s Forest Pim, the Omicn 9 plan and shonld

Page7 Page 9
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1 have assured funding until necessary watershed 1 river. To me. my conchusion is that it was a-political
2 rehabilitation projects are cempleted and that's a 2 decision, notan ic decision to build the dams,
3 reasonably finite effort. 3 T'm also concerned with the pemping of Trinity
4 ‘The Seceetary also should act 1o make certain 4 River winter into the Sacramento River. This appears to
5 that the restoration program otherwise is funded 5 be not necessarily a troe watershed. IF Triity County
6 properly w accomplish its purpose. That issue is in 6 were a state and San Joaquin was a state, this would
7 doubr as we stand here. Unlike Option 9. this T mever happen. They would have sever diveried that water
§ restoration program st be finded adequately or § into the Sacramento-River.
9 restoration objectives will fail, govemmen: mandates 9 In sumamany. to me the logical alemative is
10 for no harm 1o the Trinity's fisheries and wildlife. 2 10 maximurn flow, Number 1. I think let water flow and
1l quote from the 1933 Act that is, will become a permanent 11 mother namure rehabilitate the rivex bed. 1have
12 froud upon this cowmry's citizens and any sense of 12 concems that cubic feet per second is not the right
13 trust in the povernment will be shartered. and properdy 13 metric to evaluate when the river is being
14 soImightadd ) 14 rehabilitated. In Montana, 1daho they use native fish
15 And finalty. I just might remind persons of an 15  per mile would be a better metric. W need to establish
16 ol truism. fish cannot walk. Thank you very much. 16 what is the baseline for native fish per mile for
17 HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you for 17 salmon steclhead and trout. At best cubic fest per
18 your comments, Mr. Levdecker. Our next speaker is Doa 18  second and downstream waier temperature are caly
19 Frogner. 19  secondary metrics. They could be agreed upon, but
20 . MR. FROGNER: My name is Don Frogner, 20 unless the limits are ser, we still mav not be able 10
2l F-R-O-G-N-E-R. 'm a resident of Placer Comgy. but 1 21 pehebilitare the fver or the fishery. The flow
22 gwn propenty in Trinity Comnty. T goess 1 fished the 22 evaluation altemative is best a poos compromise, and [
23 Trinity for several vears. I've fished numerous rivers 23 believe thar's Altermative 2, and it presents
24 across the west and Canada. and I take a ook at what 24 unaccepuablesisk. 48 percent of the runoff préscribed
25 the EIS is doing. and | look-hypothetically consider il 25 i the alkemative may not be enough to restore the
Page 10 Page 12.
1 the Trinitv River and Lewiston Dams and the Tuneel to 1 fishery. It may require a5 muoch as 70 percent of the
2 'Vﬂ:j.skz_\.mmhadmtbemhuilttodayandifwemmlo 2 flow. Thave great concem with the in-channel
3 discuss building them now. 1 sericusly doubt if they 5 meshanical restorations as they are nol 2 proven
4 would be built today for the following reasons: The 4 concept. At best they're experiments without baselines
5 economics. the rerum on intvestment is not there. Asa 3 o validate if they are even effective. Ilooked at the -
& PBS television report made ou Cadillac deserts. This 6 University of Washington's fishery library, I suxfed the
7 was done in 1957, probably designed in 1934, it would be 7 Intemet and 1 can't find any data to support why we
8 justtoo expensive 1o do roday. [ thimk the 8  would want to do this mechanidal restortion, and again,
9  eavironmentl concerns wonld atso even eliminate having 9 ﬁmdhlgfoﬂhﬁ:mnchﬁmlmtnﬂﬁonpmjeﬁsis
10 this — these dane and twmels buill. There it no dam 10 unreliable.
11 1o suppon diverting 99 percent of the water with no 1t In summary, the angwer is simple, mor water for
12 impact to the river. There's other aleernatives. 12 the Trinity. Masimum flow is the best eltemative.
13 Farmers could choose 1o grow differeni crops. use 13 Thank you
14  envirommental concers o save water, and 1 think the 14 HEARING QFFICER RUESINK: Thank vou, Mr.
15 political climate of today knowing they can't build the 15 Frogner. Our next speaker is Marilyrne Chabino.
16 Anbum Dam. | dom't think they could build the Lewiston 16 MS. CHABING: Hi. I'm Marilynne Chabino,
© 17 Dam and Trinity Dam and the Tunnel to Whiskevtown 17 M-A-R-I-L-Y-N-N-E C-H-A-B-IN-0. I'm here wnight 10
18 ‘The building of Trinity, Lewiston Dams and Tusnel 18  speak for the many friends, family that I have on the
19 to Whiskeviown was based on political desires. not 19 Trinity River and Humboldt County. I spoks with several
20 ecomomic or emvironmental studies. Stating that over 50 20 peopls today in Burnt Rasch and along the Del Loma River
21 percant of the water could be diverted with little or mo 21  all the way up to Willow Creck mmd hoping that | would
22 impact was a political one. 1had been to Trinity 22 come tomight o speak
23 County library., they have fres shelves, I researched B I have had a Exmily home in Bumnt Ranch since — -
24 it Youcamnot find anvihing that states why they 24 well, P'm 53, so F've been going up there over since [
25  decided on H) percent water flow would remain in the 25 was five vears old  'What I want to make people reatize,
" Pagell Page 13
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1 1have seen the ch of the I gediment flow that would be coming down. So there is a
2 dams thet were buili. Ican mmember when they were 2 lot of problems still even with that proposal.
3 getting ready o build Whiskeytown mmd what it &id o 3 I find only having 48 percent is taacceptable.
4 thelakes, the rivers up there. 4 Nature is complex. and we can't just go i with the
5 I caught my first fish when 1 was seven years oid 5 bulldozer and replicate salmon spavning beds and 27l the
6 at Cedar FloL, that was salmen. 1 could remember when 6  other like complex things that happen naturally when you
7 the salmon flowed mmbelievably thick along dwe Trinity 7 go in - when the warer flows at irs full rate. You can
8 River. They had ropes out strung with salmen they had '8 doamode! and von could test and soe. well, it will —
9 row houses, everything was going very well in Trinisy O the water, when we have it paved this way, will do this
10 County and for Humboldt because the people there respect 10 specific thing that we've tested our maodel on, but
11 the river. What has happened hers is that our 11 theve's poing to be hundreds and hundreds of other
12 government hds failed the people. the people in the 12 things that we are not going to be able 10 account for.
13 Trinity and Hamboldt Countics by lening them down, by 13 So there's going to be some kind of. vou kuow, just
4 taking away the river, a fres river. which many do not 14 random stuff that comes up. and it's not going to be an
15 existanymors, What T have seen i3 vou can walk now 15 accepiable for the healthy wildlife,
16 thres quarters of the way ot ints the river in the 16 The Trinity River Act of 1953 marldares that the
17 summer Fish can't live there. Wildlife can't live 17  wildlife be healthy above everything else. that's what
18 there. 'What we have done is damaged everything along 18 the law savs. If the wildlife isn't healthy. then we
19 that highway. and we have done damage to the people. 19 need to do whatever we can to make it bealthy, and we
20 They have been deceited, they need help. The water . 20 know that the more water that's ncleased into the river
21 nesds to flow again and become a free river. This is 1o 2] fiom the dam, the healthier it will be, but the
22 baing back wildlife. many, many wildlife. [can 22  bulldozer method, it's at best very expensive, T've
23 remember olters playing in the river. afl kinds of 23 heard anywhere fiom two to §3 millien a year, and it's
b2t mldhfe.mdmvou%dﬁtruudﬂ:at.;mthke 24 unrelisble. And Imean how couid we even'be sure that
25  vou've desiroved much of the United States in their land 25 the funding w keep going in thers every year will be —~
Page 14 | Page 16
1 and rivers. ﬂnSamamnmRiﬁdnesnmhawmhave 1 will always be there? What if in five years they
2 thar water. Perhaps if vou did not divert the warer to 2 decided "Chay. well. we don't want to do that anymere,
3 the Sacramento River. we wouldn't have worries about 3 we need to make 9 budget cut, lower tases.” then you
4 floods; would we? So that's something to think about. 4 could onh: have this little amount of water coming
3 Remember. vou have destroved what was once very 3 teoughand there's not even going to be people goingin -~ -
6 beautiful and very wild The people in Trimity County 6 there trying to make that effort, 1 think we need to
7  have a great love for their contmanity. They have been 7 have at least 70 percent of the water going through
8 devastted by everything the United States Government 8 Thank you
9  has done. The Hoopa Indians have been effected. all the 9 HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank vou. Our
10 peoplc along the river. It has taken away their 10  next speaker is Aaron King.
11 livelihood and the govermment is not aking cans of we, - 1 MR. KING: Hello. Tt's Aaron King,
12 the people, Thank you. 12 A-A-R-O-N K-I-N-G. I grew up on the Trinity River in
13 HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you for 13 the watershed. snd [ spent a lot of my formative vears
14  your commenents. 14 [fishing and floating and plaving and experiencing that
13 The next speaker is Darius Pazirandeh. 15 river. When I'was about 14 or 50 | found ont that that
16 MR PAZIRANDEE: Hi. s D-A-R-EUS 16  river was samewbere around 10 o 13, maybe a little
17 P-A-Z-I-R-A-N-D-E-H. ['m from UC Davis. I represent 17 more, percent of its aciual size. When I found that owt
18 'the UC Davis Green Party and the UC Davis Stodent 18 1 was smazed and 1 was disgusted. | was disgusted
19 Envircmmental Resource Center, and basically 've had 19 because it struck me that a bunch of presumably men.
20 explained to me that the 48 percant plan would anly keep 20 sorry, that's the position we are in_ had got wogether -
.21 the fish and wildlife healthy if we wers to go in with 21 gnd devided that they could — they had the right
22  bulldozers every year and repave the iverbed into 2 22 take that water from the land. from the plants and
23  atural setting which seems Rind of sort of a paradox o 23 animals and people who live there and take it somewhers
24 meto go in and make a natal riverbed with bulldozers. 24 else for oher purposss, to sell, to make maney on
25 That would not ke cave of the lack of gravel and 25 alfalfz so they could grow cows, that’s presunsably
Page 15 Page 17
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whar's going on. That's not acceptable to me. It's not
acceptable o anybody that F've ever ralked to in
Trinity County. We all agree on this. I mean, there's

a fiew people probably who don't, but just everybody that
I've ever talked to in Trinity County agrees that this
water belongs in our county, belongs in our river.
betongs in the Klamath, it belongs to the salmon. There
shouldn't- need to be any otier discussion. However, we
have a law that says that vou have to protecs the
wildlife and the fish. and we are still sot doing it.

Now we have this Environmental Impact Statement. and
it's saying that the preferred altermtive is, again,

not to successiully protect the wildlife. When are we
going to just — when are we going w just give up on
trving to deceive ourseives? When are we going to give
wmuyingmmk:afastbmkmwrmmﬁl
resources? This is our inheritance to our children.

It's my inheritance. We have no right to destroy this
river. The mechanical restomation. it's never been
shown to be effective.” Everybody who looks into this,

L - I - T N SN

b o e bt e b bt e e e
[T T - N U e

in Trinity County. Douglas City, in fact. | grew up on
the hillside overlooking the Trinity River. Isaw it as

a part of my life evervday for about 18 vems. and 'm a
studeat now heve down here at UC Davis studving
engineering and geology. and in my studiey I do a Jot of -
hydrology and kind of geomorphology through the geology
and engineering departments, and T wanted to address vou
guys shout the altsimative, the preferred alternative

that you guys have heard that's written up in the

report. 1 do not think the preferred alternative is
acceptable, The amownt of water that is allotted o be
released imio the river is oaly 40 something percent, 4%
percent or something like that. and I don't feel that
that's going to be enough to restore the river to its
natural — it's pré-dammed state, and in the 1933

Trinity River Dam Act and in the starehient on why the
repmwasdom,irswmednennngpnmﬁsh
population to pre-dam levels. The best way I see to do
it is the maximum flow, release all the water that you
can down the river. In fact. the two most imporem

21 it's one of the,things that they find cut. You can't - 21 criteria that these fiows stndies were based on. the
22 as Darius says, you can't restore a river by adding a 22 fisheries’ resources and the vegetation wildlife and
23 bunch of gravel. How s it going 1o deal with ail the 23 wetlnds. the maximusn fow altemative was by far and
24 siit and the muck that that stirs up? It's just going 24 above the best aleruative. And as T stated before. the
25 to compound the problem. [ve heard of many attempts of 25 goal of - the goal of the report and ome of the things
* Page I8 Page 20
1 mechanical restoration. they never work, The Bt that 1 that was stated in the repart or the Dam Act or the
2 the prefirmed alternative includes mechanical 2 Trinity Dam Act of 85 is that the fisheries should not
3 restoration shows that the writers of the Envizenmental 3 be hurt in any amvway whatsoever, ther should? be at
4 Impact Staement. writers of the prefared abernative 4  pre-dam levels. The only wey it's going to happen is
5 themselves know that 48 percent of the water is not 5  the maximum flow, The pre-dam afternative also includes
6 enough to do the job. Are we going to do the job or are 6 mechanical restoravion. I dox't feel that mechanical
7 we going to not do the job. almost msed the wrong sort 7 restoration is the proper way to go about it because
8 of vemacular dhere. 8 thai's not a satural way of restoring vour natural
9 We have a choice here as American citizens to 9 fisheries. You are going in there with bulldozers and
10 protect our bnd or not, and 1 ask that you and the 10 excavators and other heavy cquipment ad messing with
11  Secretary make the right choics here and allow all of 11 the ecosystems et again. [ have 3 example of
12 the water down the river. Ibeard it said by people 12  mechanical restoration that has fhiled right befor nry
13 whose opinions I trust that 70 perceut is enough. & ‘13 houss down by Stziner Flat slong the Trinity River.
14 strikes me as an individus and 2« a persem personslly 14 There was a side channel piat in., thousands of dotlars
15 that all the water should go down the river. If's not 15 were spent on it and a bot of sediment was stirred up
16 cven that significant of a Inss o the Central Valley 16 and set down the river afl this kind of staff and to 50
17 project. It should all go dovn the river, but if 70 17 avail whatsoever. The side channel doesa't even —
1% percent will actually restone the fisherics without the 18 water doesn't even Bow down. [ don't foel that
19 meed for mechanicat restoration, then that's fine. 19 mechanical restoration will be able — if's not even 2
20 There's no reason why we shouldn’t do that. That's all 20 good option to try to restors the fisheries. The
2% Thave o say. Thank you. ’ 21 funding for it is #lso as stated by a speaker, somebody
z HEARING QFFICER RUESINK: Thank you " 22 carlitr, is kind of in Linbo. Its got fo comeout
23 Fosest Cross, would you come to the microphons, please. 23 every year, if's nof going 10 be there necessarily. I
24 MR, CROSS: Hello. My pame is Forrest 24 you let the water do its thing, if vou let all the water
25 Cross, F-O-R-R-E-5-T C-R-0-5-5. I am bown and raised 25 that comes into the river flow back down the river, it's
Page 19 Page 21
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1 the best care. it will be the best cure. 1 1 think we need 1o consider that wealth transfer
2 in the courses that Pve taken in my studies here 2 that occurred with the Trinity project a loan and the
3  atUC Davis. water is the best cure. Machanical 3 - loan his now L due and payable, 1 pnd: d that
4 restoration docsn't always work. T've seen several 4 means economid hardship for agricaltral intetests in
5 examples in clasves that I've taken, and T woutd really 5 the Westlands Water District, but this water wasn't
6 like to be able to some day go dovwn tw the Triniey River 6 their's v ose permanemly. and now the fsh in the
7 and be able to catch a salmon in the river because [ 7 Trinity River and e people in tie Trinity watershed
8§ . grew up on the river. fishing in the river. [ have 8 need it For that reason Friends of the River swongly
9  mever caught 2 sabmon. 1 have caught a handfial of 9 supports an incrense’ of flows up 10 70 percent 1o
10 steelhend that [ conld probably count on ane hand. 10 restore the ecological balance of the Trinity River and
I1 They're just not there, It's definitely not the pre-dam 11 the fisheries of the Tiinity River and the social nses
12 levels whatsoever, and [ think the maximum flow is the 12 based onthose.
13 option that should be considered. 13 We don't believe that the prefermed altemative
4 HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank vou. Steve 14 at this point of less than S0 percent flow restoration
15 Evams. E 15 will do the trick Several speakoers before me had
16 MR EVANS: Good eveing. My name is Steve 16 tatked about the uncenainty of mechanfcal restoration,
17 Evans. That's E-V-A-N-S. I'm the Couservation Director 17 1have to remind you all that —- well, perhaps a quote
‘13 of Friends of the River, not to be confised with Fricuds 18 is best. Reed Noss, a conservation biologist. stated
19 of the Trinity River. our sister organization. Friends 19 that not gnly is the ecosystem more complex than we
20 of the River is a statewide river conservation group. 20 think ir's more complex than we can think.
21 We have neacly 8.000 members dedicated to the protection 21 ‘We dont have all the answers, simply thinking we
. 22 and restoration of Califomia's free-flowing rivers and 22 could ran bulldozers down the river to restore the
25 watersheds. 23 fishery of the Trinity River is hubris.
24 Restoration for the Trinity River is a high 24 I'd like to remind you of one example in Uit
25 priority with us. I think its restoration is a fact of 25  Trinity watershed, Grass Vailey Creek, big erosion
Page 22 Page 24
1 law, it's mandated by existing law. As you all know. 1 problem ar Grass Valley Creek. big sedimenttion impacts
2 The Trinity River Act of 1955 required that 5o harm come 2 onthe Trinity River fishary. The solution was to build
3 to the Trinity River fisheries and obviously that hasn't 3 asedimentdam. That dam is now almost full of
4 come trus and needs 1o be rectified 4  sediment. sediment remains the prolem. Instead of
5 Also. clearly there are trust responsibilities of 5 building the dam, we should have simphy purchased the
6  the Federal Govermment to the downstream Native American 6 watershed a long time ago. which we eventually did a few
7 mibes. The damming and diversion of the Trinity River 7 years 2go. but a long time ago to prevent the road
8 greatly effected their livelihood. and it also largely 8  building and Logzing on the highly erostve granitic
9 destroved the recrention-based industry of Trinity 9 soils in thar unstable warershed, b insvead we took
10 County and for what? The Trinity project was a vast 10 the hard solution, we took the technical solurion of
il transfer of nabral resource wealth from Trinity Coumty 11 bufiding another dam. It didn't work. Let's not rely
12 to a desert avea of Southern Sam Joaquin Valley, the 12 on more mechanicel technical solutions. Ecosy need
13 Wesilands Water District. Not only has that transfer of 13 water 10 function, The basic need for the restoration
14 vast wealth effected Trinity County adversely. it's 14 ofthe Trinity River is more water.
15 cffected San Joaquin Valley adversely in terms of 15 ‘There is onc additional legal mandate [ think you
16 envirooment The miles and miles of eotton fields and 16 should consider in this program of why vou need to put
17 ether agricultural uses that Trinity water rade a 17 s nmch water back into the river as possible, that is
18 reality in the San Joaquin Valley greatiy impacted the 18 the National Wild and Sceuic Rivers Act, The Trinity
19 namral enviroament of the Som Joaquin. A whoie host of 19 River was designamnd a state wild and scenic river in
20 e and endangered wildlife and plank species are the 20 1972, It was subsequently added o the National Wild
21 result Toxic selenium. agricnltural drai draini 21 and Scenic River systens in 1981, As a nationz] wild und
22 | northwards to the S /San Joaquin/Delta are the 22 scenic river, federal agencics have this respoasibility,
23 result, and so fixing the problem in the Trinity River 23 this is 2 direct quote from the Section 10A of the
24 s also goirg to help the environment in the San 24 National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, “Each component of
25 Jooquin. 25  the National Wild and Scenic River System shail be
Page 25 " Pago 25
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1 administered in swch 2 manner 25 to protect and enhance 1 Thirdly. we befieve the alternative ranking

2 the values which cause it to-be included in the svsten.” 2 mmmmﬁm@umﬁm

3 The ontstanding value that caused the Trinity 3 biased towaris selecting the preferred alternati

4 River o be added to the foderal system is ity anogomaous 4 because it does not select an aliernative based on

5 fishery. its sabmon and stecthead fishery. 5 fishery production. but rather o sirtulating a namral

6 So vou have a proactive responsibility under the 6 river with the umtested assamption that if you build

7 National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, as well as the 7 such a river, the fish will come,

8 Trinity River Act of 1955 and the Federal Government's 8 There are maay humax needs of this river novw, and
9 tust. responsibilitics o Native Americans to restore 9 like it vour not, that's where we are. Thereisalot

10 the Aver. Thank you. - 10 of power gencration and trrigation depending on this .

u HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you for 11 water, and 1o the extent we could accomplish fishery

12  vour comments. Mr. Evans. Brian Jobson. 12 restoration with less adverses impacts on other Central

13 MR. JOBSON: My name is Brian Jobson, 13 Valley Project purposes, we fee! thar would be a better
14 JLO-B-S-ON. Irepresent the Sacramento Municipal 14 altemative and onc that should be evaluated.

15 Utlity District. 15 Fourth, we believe the impacts on the Sacramento

16 SMUD is the largest power customer of the Central 16 River and Delta fisharies are not adequirely svaluated.

17 Valley Project. The hydroelectricity that we buy from 17 They do not appear to take into account the AFRP flows
18 the Central Valky Project allows us to serve cur load 18  mandated by the CVE Improvement Act. They allow X-2
19 like the load that's lighting this room tonight in an 19 violations in the Delw whick are not allowed to other
20 environmentally sound way from the perspective that it 20 entities proposing actions, and they rationalize impacis
21 does not creats zir pollution. and the praferved 21 1o endangered species based on the asmption that they
22 alternative will reduce the amount of hivdroelectronic 22 gre small compared 10 the no-action altemative.

25 generation on the Central Valley Project and impair our px} Fifth. the no-action altemative assumes that

24 ability to meet some of our environmental objectives, 24  there will be degradation over the period of evihuation.
25 Having said that. the Distrier supparts 25 We have a problem with that assumpticn b we are

Page 26 Page28.

1 restoration of the Trinity River. but we have worked VT ¥ in many fmp to the Central Valley

2 hard to ses that it's done in a wav that's most 2 Fishers under the CVP Improvement Act and we feel that

3 emvironnentally responsible and results is not -~ doss 3  there will be improvements over time. not degradation i

4 not — excuse me. does not result in necessary adverse 4 the Ceniral Valley. and secondly. the impacts of the

5 impacts on other parts of the environment besides the 3 proposed action in the Trinity on the Central Valley .

& Trinity River. I'll go throngh now what I think the 6 Projest should be edditive 1o the no-action alternative,

7 shorcomings of the environmental document are. and § 7 ot compared and rationalized avwey as being small.

8  would request that they all be addressed in the Revised 3 Sixth, the impacts oz power generation are

% Final Environmental Impact Statrement Report, 9 severcly anderestimated, They ignore the impacts to CVF
10 . First ofalk the scieutific evaluation of 10 power users which will accrus from incurring additional
11 factors limiting fishery production im the Trinity River 11 O and M expenses to accomplishing channel modifications.
12 islacking. Rather, the problem is simplistically 12 There is also an ignoring of the impacts to CVP power
13 atribwed o fow reductions without a comprel 13 users. increased under CVP that will result from the

14  amalysis of the role of harvest or hatchery impacts, 14 decrease in water sakes if the proposed action as

15 both of which are recognized as impormnt and haviag 15 implemented

16 undergone recens changes. 16 ‘We ask that the power impact analysis be redone

17 Second, litle <ffort has been made to redncs 17 in the final envi 1 d w0 address these

18 fow needs by relving on mechsical measures which have 18  npacts and that pitigation measures are inchaded that
19 been demoastrated to be successful in other streams, 19 will help the power users be able to support the

20 both in Californiz and throughont the West in effors 20 proposed action as we've uak this be modified. This .
21 conducted by the Department of the fnterior. Literature 21 mitigation may mchude sdopting a non-reimbursable
22 in the scientific community kas documnented the 22 desighation for i d O ad M exp or adopting
23 capability of o achieve restoration 23  pon-reimbursable replacement power funding as was dones
24  goals while Erniting the need for additional fows. We 24 in the Temperature Control Device at Shagta Dam.

25 feal 2 more balanced alternative in dis vein is needed. 23 The cumulative irspacts 1o power also need to be

Page 27 Page 29
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revised to aewraﬁ;zly include impacts from Central

MR. WOLFE: Hi. I'm Vince Woll:e. that's:

RDD/TRINITYPC-3.D0C-9

1 1
2 Valbey Project improvament restoration fundingand 2 spelied VoI-N-C-E W-O-L-F-E. Td like to start just by
3  opemtions] impacts and CALFED impacts. We would ask 3 Idon'tknow if amybody bhexe has heard of TefT Mownt,
4  that the Interior revise the final environmental 4 but he is a professor at UC Davis, spoken before
5 4 10 include the and the additional 3 Congress about river, issnes about rivers all over the
6 altenatives that we've asked for, provids betier 6  country. mostly in Califomia, and I took a class from
7 suppon for the dations that are made and if 7 him actually at UC Davis and this is his book. In one
8 it's done. we'll find this to be a legaliy sufficient 8 aren of his book he just addresses specifically the
9 document. Thark you for the oppdriunity to comment. 9 Trinity River. He says. and Fm quoting here. "The
10 HEARING OFFICER, RUESINK: Thank you. Mr. 10 impact of the export of ihis water has been the virual
11 Jobson. for those comments, 11 elimitation of floods.” You probably all know this and
12 Our next speaker is Ben Letion, 12 might percetve it 2s a good thing. but actually. because
13 MR LETTON: Hi. my name is Ben Letton. I 13 ofthe decrease in water flow, you have - you don't
14 have been a resident of Trinity County for 23 vears. 14 - flush out the rough sediment that's needed for salmon
15 I'm 23 years ofd and acrually grew up about quarter of a 13 habiat. for salmon spavating habitat, as he svs,
16 mile from the river. and T share a lot of fond memories 16 “Although still present the gravels that would normally
17 of the river with a lot of people. I've watched the 17 make up the key spawning habitats have been buried by
18 river go fram quite 3 good fisheries resource 10 18  the fine sediments that have filied the agoraded
19 something that's 2 linle bir subpar. 1 conld remember 19 channels, Lack of flushing flows competent to remove
20 iy dad and T went fishing as a kid and catching a few 20  the fine sediment has inhibited the exhumation of the
21 salmon in like an hour. And then where like yon go ont 21 gravels.”
22 1oday you could spend a couple days and mavbe not carch 22 So, in other words. the silt is over the critical
23 anything. ’ 23 spawning habitat keeping the salmon from being able to
24 1 think the issue for somcone like mysell. a 24 hatch there. *
25 resident, i5 to see the river restored. and it's not 25 So as Ben said. more water is really the caly
Page 30 Page 32,
1 jusi an issue of the fish, but ali the wildlife and the 1 answer in terms of flushing out the fine sediment that's
2 river as a resource for this state and evervone who 2 keeping the habitat from being high quality. and the
3 ives bere 3 other issue is when - there is a picturs of this. with
4 E think that the resource will become - it's 4 your permission. coutd I show vou this picture — of
5 just as important as a resource as the state is for 5 before and after. a photo of when the dam was created
6 agriculture, especially in the furure. Thers's been a 6  just as a reference 1o see what happens 10 the chanpels
7 lot of talk abour. "Well. you could fix (he river by 7 when there’s less water and more water: could I show
8 crenting habitat. you could make 2 catchman and maybe 8 wou?
9 fish will use it for a narwral spawiing ground.” that 9 What's happening in that picture is that the
[0 type of thing. but if you read the literature. 10 riparian area is encroaching on whe channel where there
11 especially the literature of late, you will find that il  used to be a very wide — I shouldn't say “very wide.”
12 for most - for water sysiams in general, the best 12 but 2 much wider flood plain where there could be
13 soluties is water and to leave the system., step away. 13  wedland habitat. When the river is shrunken because
14 let more water come in and you will see results. You 14 thent's not enomgh waer consigtently going doom, the
15 can't fix 3 non-lincar system with lincar measurements. 15 riparian, which is very aggressive, will come out and
16 This length of a channel that the salmaon could wse will 16 grow on the channels and sbilize than. At that point
17  help us restore this many sahmon. Tt just doesn't work 17 when'you do let out more water. and | think in cach of
18  thar way. W's a wild system and water is the way that 18 these alematives they let out waker for five days in
19 it was cresied and water is the way that it will be 19 May, when you do release lurge amounts of water, instead
20 fixed and as a resident. 1 hope that I could take my 20  of scouring the banks, as a normal, healthy river
21 children back thers whez I'm oider and show them the 21 shonld, it scours down. When that happens you get sort
22 things that my dad showed me, and 1 think everyone would 22 ofmore like a cliff-like structurs which prevents -
23 ke to ses that Thank you 23 there’s no more flood plains for wetland species, and I
o) HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you Next 24 think this report actually mentions that, and thene's
25 speaker is Vince Wolfe. - " 25 some decrease in the species of wetland dependent
" Page 31 Page 33
Combs & Greeniey, Inc., A LegaLink Company (415) 512-1234
9 (Pages 30 to 33)



animats, the yellow legged friar [ think is oae of they.

Oue of he things I'd fike to mention is that the N
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1 1

-2 Again, the oaly way to sclve that problem is to 2 Klamath is nothing but the major river bere, and the

3 have bopefully a release program that follows the 3 Trinity is 2 major tributary of the Klamath We could

4 patterns of supposedly natural flows and also just 10 4 help restore the fisheries. the habitat on two of these

3 have more water. So the alternative that's preferred 5 rivers. Why. because the Trinity is a clear water

6 rightnow I think calls for about a doubling of the 6 tibutary of the Klamath We could help restore the

7 cwrent amount of water that's coming out, and [ would 7 fisheries on the lower Klamath and the main Trinity.

8 justcall to double that again, 8 Ican'tsaythat P totally prepared here. T

9 Also, another thing. this will be the last thing. 9 just sort of throw it cut here, bot in 1955 when the

10 Jeff Mount said nizmercus times during ihe classes and 10 Jegislation was passed, in 1963 when the projects were
1} Tveheard it from many people, you canmot restore 2 11 done. we were wold this wasn't going to harm our

12 river. And so all of these alternatives call for some 12 figheries. We were stupid OfF course we were swpid.
15  kind of manual mechanical restoration. bringing pravel 15 but the govemnment led us 30 be stupid. One of the

14 from other arcas, presumably from the Trinity River 14  things that - maybe the greed for three-vear

15 area. but still from other areas. and using it to create I5  conswuction jobs made us be stupid. To paraphrase. we

16 habitat. but this just basically kas never worked. 16 getdwgovunmtwem.bmmsvwemalinl:

17 Neverwill work. It's a good way of belping out, but 17  smarter. hopefislly we are not a fitde bit too late.

18 it's not going to solve the problem. Ouly way to solve 18 I the mid "70s 1 went and fished the Trinity.

19 the problem is to Jet more waser out and let the river 15 1ok a linle 12 foot raft. floated dovn the river with
20 do what it sort of does on its own and hopefully 20 my girtiriend and mry dog. 1 remember ciuching four very
21 eventually et rid of the dant. but that's another issue. 21 large stesthead in 20 mirtes and saving to myself,

22 Thank you. 22 “This is 100 casy.” .

23 HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you Just 23 ‘Well, guass what, it's ot 100 easy atvitione.

24 wanted to make sure that we had the proper citation for 24 Althongh | practicad carch and release for 25 vlars and
25 the text that he was quoting from, 25  mever fished for snbsistence. I respect the rights of

Page 34 Page 36 .

1 Our next speaker is Dan Buckley, 1 and culmre to do so. ie fish for subsistence. Past

2 MR. BUCKLEY: Hi. my nam is Dan Buckley. [ 2 and current legislarion give priority to mainezin and

3 just got here. so | assume I was supposed to identify 3  protect the fish and wildlife those pricrities need to

4 myself as anything in particalar. 4 berespected.

5 HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Yes. Mr. 3 For over 30 vears we've been operating cna 70

6 Buckley, if you would state vour name, spall it for the 6 and 30 percent ratio, Now it's time to reverse that

7 record, and please address wour comments ko the agency 7 rasio for at least 36 years. We need 1o give 70 percent

8 representatives at the front table here. This is an 8 of the water back to the river. not 30 percent. That

9  informzl hearing. We will not have questions or % may be the only solntion. As {o the CALFED process we

10 comments back and forth from the andience. 10 ¢an't restore the Trinity River, we can't trust the

11 MR. BUCKLEY: My name is Dan Buckley. F's 11  govermnent 10 restors any of the other rivers that they

12 B-I}C-K—L—E—Y.Omthins[’dlikewsayiéma:m 12 promised to do 50,

13 thing for sure that will help this river restore its 13 1 myself am it & white water rafling business. [

14 fisheries, its wikdlife habitat is more water. - Nothing 14 could give a hoot. The people in niy business, the

15 clseis for sure, 15 people in other business, the fisheries, we need to

16 Aty kind of habitat restoration, chanmel 16 restore all those species that respect onr lives and we

17  morphology or 2y of those kind of things is wncertain. 17 respect theirs becmese gness what, we have & brain, we

18 To paraphrase people like Abby, Browsr, Muir, Forman, 13 could mse it It docsn't mean other species csn o can
19 pechinology is not the answer. natral systems - I9 in the same way that we do. What T'm trying 1o say is

20 approximating natwral Systems is the answer, 20 what happens to those species will happen to us

21 Wenesd torestore our fisheries, a wildlife 21 eventually. I¥'s just & master of putting it off and

22 habiiat. riparian habimt everywhene, and we need 1o 22 pring it off in time. .

23 suut here with the Trinity. This needs to be a model ) In the CVPIA 1992 legislation 300.000 acre

24 for every place in the coonmy, staning with 24 was supposed w go back 1o the fisheries. Well, guess

25  Califpmia, 25 what. at least hatf of that should come from the

Page 33 Page 37
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1 Trinity, why. becamse way more than half of it has been 1 couple, three times a vear. and I've noticed & lot of
2 coming from the Trinity. So at least 300,000 acre feet 2 for sale signs. a dot of closed businesses, It's very
3 should go back o the Trinity River. of that 800 3 depressed up there. the economy is very depressed. and
4 thousand CVPIA promised us, 4 restoring the wildlife and restoring dve fishery will
3 1 must admit, I sort throw this stuff down as I 5 not only help the environment. but it will help the
& think, as I come about here. One of the things 1 think 6 ecomomy because people will come. People will come to
7 about here is about the normal morphology of these 7 fish commercially or sport fishing, people will come for
8 rivers. Namre's way of ceeating a healthy 8 rafting, people will come to go hiking, people will corne
9 arvironmensal system is the best way. and the only 9 1o just emjoy the aréa. People will patronize
10 answer here as Eir as 1 could desermine is 0 exr on the 10 businesses. the stores, the restaunnts, the gas
11  side of caution, give us more waler instead of less and 11 stations. I think it will help the economty a lot if this
12 maybe tic water could create a healtbry river system 12 river is restored. aside from all the other
13 again, Thank yen 13 environmentzl concemns. Thani you.
14 HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank vou, Mr, 14 HEARRNG OFFICER RUESINK: That's the end of
15 Buckley. Mike Belchik. 15 the cards that F have bere, but | understand someons
16 MR. BELCHIK: Good cvening. My name is 16 else is signing mp o speak right nos, Fina Andolina,
17 Mike Belchik., that's M-I-K-E B-E-L-C-H-I-K. Iwork for 17 MS. ANDOLINA: These things are sometimes
18  the Yurok tribe, Y-U-R-O-K. The Yurok tribe has I8 rtough. Tina Andolina, A-N-D-O-L-I-N-A. I wasn't quite
19 perticipated as a cooperating agency. 50 I won't tell 19 sure il I was going 1o speak 10 You guys tomight, so
20 vou the point of view of the tribe again. a lot of that 20 much of what | wanred to say has aleeady been said, and
21 is already in the document itself. [ do want to goon 21 the moral of the story here is the only way to truly
22 b recond as staing a couple things. 22 restove the fishery in the Trinity River isto ghe it
23 The Yurok trite: is opposed to amy extensions of 23 more water. that's the only thing that we know is going
24 comment deadlines or extending the process. This 24 twhelp. A .
25 process has been going on — the flow study is somewhere 2 And I just sort of want to pose a question to you

. Page38 Pags 40
1 in the range of 13 10 15 vears old. The EIS is already b guys. It's too bad that you guvs can't snswer back
2  many years overdue. The river just can't wait a number 2 What are we really doing here? Whar's our real goal?
3 of vears while the process gets dragged out. We also 3 Is cur goal as stated in-the 1984 legisiation t restore
4 oppose any anempis 1o tie this process o CALFED 4 he Triniey River's fisheries 10 those kevels which
5 process. We think that the restoration of the Trinity 5 existed prior 10 the dams. or is our goal to sost of
6 i a stand alome, 6 make believe that we are doing what we are supposed 1o
7 We also - another point I'd Tike to make is that 7 doand doing the cheapest possible way and make
8  we feel that it's imperative that there be funding to 8 everybody happy?
9 acually implement the altermacives. whatever 9 The SMUD guy thar was talking here earlier said
10 alternative gews to be schected as the proferred 10 like it or not. we are dependént. basically like it or
H  ahernative. That it's jost meonscionable to get to 11 nbr.wearedepmdmonmewm. I guess he was
.12 the vear of implementagion and find cut that nobody has 12 uying o self us thac this dam has been bere, been
I3 planned ahead and that there's not any mouncy right now 13 producing pawer, peopls are making millions in Westlands
I4 to implenent this and that goes with securing long-tom 14 using this water, take the way it is. Now we nesd 10
15 fimding for the cominoed iraplementaion. Isaid T'd 15 now mitigate for thar. Like it or not no, we don't.
16 keep it brief, and so]am. Thank you. 16 The law clearly says that the fish are given priority.
17 HEARING QFFICER RUESINK: Thank you. Dan 17 That meas if vou take all the svater that the Trinity
18 Ruiz 13 gives w the CVP and put it back into the Trinity River,
9 "MR_ RUIZ: Hello, y name is Dan Ruiz, 19 then that's what nesds 0 be done. But the preferred
20 R-UL-Z Iwasat going w speak acoually if just 20 alwemative is mking the other route. 1t looks ar
21 diwned on me something that was ot being mentioned by 21 whar's the cheapest way we could do this? What's the
22 amybody. Although I agree very stonply with everything 22 way thm we could make sure the watcr people are happy
23 thar's been said. especially sbout the fisheries, one 23 and the power peple are bappy. when we make this
24 that thing bas ot bes mentioned it the sconoty of the 24 desision, mavbe the environmentalist, maybe they’l be
25 area. [live here in Sacramenta, but I visit at least a 25 quiet. mavbe we'll see 2 2 percent increase in the

Page 39 Page 41

Combs & Greenley, Inc., A LegaLink Company (415) 512-1234 .
13 (Pages 38 to 41) .-

RDD/TRINITYPC-3.DOC-11



fisheries and they'll think we're doing okay. When they

these rivers would definitely be betrer,
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2 were talking — whes the SMUD guy carlier was tlking 2 Again. | had another thought that maybe at an

3 about the fisheries. some fisheries in other rivers have 3  oppertuse time in the winter time when the flows are

4 been improved with mechanical restoration, ves, muaybe 4 excessive. like on the American we hod these big fiood

5 they hod a one or two ar even a § percent increase. 3 smpes and it did clean the river out very nicely. 1

6 Were they increased back o what they wers before the 6 don't know if there's any way that they could let the

7 damn, o, Could vou even do that with a dam? I'd like 7 river really go to a really excessive fow and along

8 mwseeit IFyou guyscan. then you're better 8 with a littie bit of mechanical. try to blow all that

9 engimesrs tian | think. That river and those fish 9  vegetation o of the siver. Al the willows and

10 evolve together with HX) percent of the water. So we 10 everything that are kind of choking the river. keeping

11  study for 15 years how much water the fish acnally 11  the gravel from moving.

12 need? No. I think we sudy |3 vears how much we could 12 - ‘The Trinity River is one of my favorite rivers.

13 still divert and maintir some semblance of 4 healthy 13 The kst time that we had really good fishing there was
14 fishery. The river needs water, the Gah need water, 14 1982 Anold friend of ming and I in about early

15 the ecomcanies in Triity County need water. Thank you . 15 November. it rained pretty heavily and the river came up
16 HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank you Bill 16 ot an old fiend of mine said we cughit (0 no up dere
17 Kiens, 17 becauss it came up and about then. i it will come upin
18 MR KIENE: My name is Bill Kiens, 1§  the fall, get a nice big rzin. the steethead run the

19 K-I-E-N-E. I'm a native of Sacramento, and Fve been in 19 over. So we took Joe's triler up there, In about

20  ihe fishing tackle business foc about 35 vears in 20 fouar days we got 26 steelhead on the flies that were

21 Sacramento. and some points [ might make about the 21 fomsix to 12 pounds. that's 1982, That's about the

22 river. | think there's besn a couple of stdies done o 22 last tme.

23 the economic valos of sport fishing in 2 couple places 23 I'm premy closely — | worked with Herb Burton

24  in the United States. and that would be 2 tremendous 24 upthers. He's a local fly shop owner and profedsional
- 235 boom to that part of the comnty. of the stats, but also 235 guide, one of the half dozen really good gaides in that

’ Page 42 Page 44 _

1 a big selling point of moving here for big cotperations 1 county. and he's eeking out a living ou the river, and

2 like Intel now and Hewient Packard and smif is some of 2 P'm sure he would have a lot to say if be was here

3 the nice outdoor recreation in Northern California 3 because he's a lot more knowledgeable about the river.

4 that's lacking im other states or lacking in Southern 4 He guides on the river full tme for like the Inst 10 or

5 Califomia_ so thar's one aspect of (he restoration of 5 15 years. so he would be an expert ont what's really .
6 the river. ) 6 going o in the river. but anyway. | love to fish the

7 The other thing is [ staried selling fishing 7 river. We always kind of talk about going up there now
3 m_ckleinl.ln‘ébs.mdalotd‘gaﬂm&mm 8 and fishing. We don't really usually carch too much.

5  passed away now miated a lot of stories about the 4 We have besn mking some of our younger fishermen
10 Klamath and Trinity River. They talked about the lower 10 up there 1o try to bond them with the river and teach

11 Kiamath having boats actually tied together all the way Il them how 1o fish. bow to get into it at access points,

12 across the mouth of the Klamath River. This is bundreds 12 b we'll go up there and fish it for thaes or fonmr dorys

13 of boats and swervbody catching sabmon. Then T heard I3 and maybe catch one steeThead in the Taee fall.

13 stories from a Jot of the old anglers of when they put M Anyway, if they could bring thal river back,

15 the dmus in mostly in the carly part of this centary, I3 have friends in their 70s and 803 that osed to fish the

16 how the salmon ceme in for years against the dams. and 16 ﬁwba&bduleﬁnm_mﬂdnfscm}u&zy.
17  basically like on all the rivers in Nonhern California 17 be's retired about 80 now and Wolf Bennet and Joe

18 and preny smuch died for like five years. and I guéss 18 Pamerson, these guys are alf about 80 years old. They

19  they just piled up i big rafis on the river, but we 19 talk about what the river was liks, I guess it was like

20 have dams in most of our rivers. I aiways dreaty about - 20 50 years ago. and anyway, it would be mice 10 see it

21 having a Bew tivers without dams. I do see that 21 come back just to get better, actually. Thank you

22 pationally and meybe workdwide they'ne just now as we 22 I-[EARNGOFHCERRUESNK: Thank you for
23 speak starting to remove a few darns. and | doa't think 23 your comments. Eric Gersming. y

24 we're talking sbout savbe removing this dam. but also ! 4 MR GERSTUNG: Thank you My name is Eric
25  thiok anything they could do 10 increase the water in 23 Gerstmng, I'm a resident of Sacrimento, and I've been -~
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1 fishing in the Trinity River since the late 1950, and 1 ‘HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank vou for

2 I'vewatched the steclhead runs go dovn. and 2 your comments. Darren Andolina, )

3 particularly interested in the surumer steclhead that 3 MR. ANDOLINA: Hello, my mame is Darren

4 have gone up the river for many centuries. and I'm very 4. Andoiing, A-N-D-O-L-I-N-A_ Just a couple of quick

5 intermsted in how this project would effect summer S points. Inthe 1993 dam authorization legislation they

6 sgtesthead. 6 said that onlv 56 percent of water would be diverted

7 The summer steethead migrate wp the river in May 7 from the river. end [ understand that up t 90 percent

&  and June and require cool water, and the young sieathead 8 of the water is diveried at times. and 1 don't know how

9 goback May into July and require fuirly cool water, and 9 that's been goner away with for 5o long. cven 70

10  when the Trinily River project was fiest — the 10 percent is still more than the 56 percent that was

il diversion was first put into effect. the runs in the 11 authorized. but basically to me that's theft, This

12 mibutaries. particularly the new river in the north 12 warer has been stolet. and the porwer compandes and the

13 fork Trinity dropped down to guite a low level, and then 13 water district have all built their businesses off of

14 the first increment of increased flows thers was @ 14 this theft from Trinity Counry. I think that for them

15  subsiamtial increase in the nms going ito the new 15 o come crying now and saying that well, we ars going

16 siver in nocth fork Trinity and this coincided with (he 16 1o have to pav for this and that is wrond - If vou sieal

17 increass in flows in the shight increase in the water 7 something. vou go o jail, vou pay for it.

18 temperanme. : 18 Unfornmately it's got that direct by giving the water

19 The water temperature is very critical, 1 19 back, but they still should have to pay for the damsge

20 believe that if the flow is increased again or doubled. 20 thev've dome by this thefl,

21 you'd 3% a grwat improvement in the summer steelhead 21 One other point, [ was shown or read over the

22 runs up the Trinity River. The fish that sesm to be 22 minuess from when they first had the hearings of

23 most effected an¢ the young stecthead going back to the 23 awhorization of the dam in the *50s sometime. and I

24 ocean. : 21 understand then that the sciense that they did, they

25 In the Klamath River. the temperatures are two 10 25  acrunlly had peaple come up and say that Jess - less
Page 46 Page 48,

1 four degress higher in the mainstem of the Klamath 1 water would actually be better for the fish. I don't

2 River. and the smmmer steclhead runs there have 2 imow if these people wers paid off. T don't know if’

3 progressively declined in the last 10 or 15 years. while . 3 these people just didn't have a clue in the world what

-4 the tributary runs to the Trinitv River have held their +  they were saying. bur it seems 1o me they were wrong

5 ownand somewhat increased. So | think that should be 5 then, aud I think the preferred altamative is wrong ;

6 [actoned imo the benefies of the increased flow if vou 6 wow. [ think that all you sivaply need wo do. like all

7 haven't aiready done s0. 7 the people have said before me. the river needs the

8 I haven't had a chance to study the report vee. 8 water it needs 100 percent of the water. maybe that's

% but summer sicelhesd are real special fish. and we are 9 not feasible at the mowment, but 70 percent. as mch as

10 at the southers excremity of their distribution. which 10 possible needs 1o be released down the river, feeds 1o

11 ocours from Alacka 1o Nortiwestern Califomia, and 11 bethere now. Thank you

i2- Wmhmbleailﬂnm'glmullﬁrCal‘tﬁ:mia 12 HEARING OFFICER RUESINIC Thank you

I3 postion of their range. The figures Pve seen, they're 13 Previons speaker Mr, Puzirandeh has ssked for some

14  ouly about half as abmndant now as they were 10 years 14 additional tine to make snother poisit. Tl allow

I3 ago, and most of the region they occmred in. in the 15 Mr. Pazirandeh w come up and give us some additional

16 Klamath River tribataries, they've dropped about 30 16 comments and be watchful of other people that might sign

17 percent, the mairestern Klimnath tributary due to high 17 up that wish to speak that bave not had a chance, in

18 Rows. high water temperatures during this drought 18 which case we'd hava 10 Timit your time, but go shead.

19 period. There doesn't seem to be any recovery in this 13 MR. PAZIRANDEH: I just be a minme. It

20 post-drought period. 20 was basically when M. Jobson tatked about we would be

21 Td like to sce also the schedule for improved 21  losing — it would hurt the power companics to be teking

22 fiows implemented as soon a5 possible without dragging 22 the waizr out and 1 don't know much about power, but

23 the decision on and on. ] think enough study has been 23 something that 1 know more about is one thing that's

24 done to make a decision, and I hope the decision will be 24  grown a lot in the Ceniral Valloy is cotion, cotton is a

25 for substantially increased flows. Thank you. 25 very water-intensive crop. I don't know if the water
Page 47 Page 49

Combs & Greenley, Ine., A LegaLink Company (415) 512-1234 )
13 (Pages 46 to 49)

RDD/TRINITYPC-3.D0C-13



1 from the Tridity River directly is going to be cotton. 1 discarded I¥s not acceptable to hope for anew

2 but our government outimverd hemp in the 30s. Instead 2 administration i November 1o see if we could stall the

3 of getting Sbers from hemp. which is very « doesn't 3 whole thing until then and get 2 new Secretary. Tt

4 take as nruch water. we have to grow cotton and that 4 strikes me that that's the tactic that's probably being

5 akes up a lot of warer, 50 it scems that — it seems 53 attempied here, That is disgusting ‘There must be no

GIIiIaelhewwwn-—whwem&nhmdompmof 6 extension of this, The 12 vear study has aiready taken

7 our governnwent working to help restore the river, but dn. 7 14 years, has aiready taken several vears tham it wag

8 ihe other hand. another part of the govemmnent is saving 8  suppased to. it mever was to have taken that long in the

9 directly, "Well. this crop. there could be a sclution 10 9 first place. 1hope that you gentemen and the other

10 that. these water problems. Well. you can't grow it 10 people who make these decisions wilf make it as quickly

11  because it's an evil crop.” ’ 11 as possible and send all the water down the river.

12 T guess my point is if people will say. “Well, 12 Thank vou very puch,

13 this is going to hurt s if we ket all this water go 13 HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank vou. At

14 back down." and I think that there will bacome a k4 this time I have no additional requesis for people to

153 solution if pecple have loss water, they will stare I3 spaak Lfanvone m the audience now wishes o make a

16 growing 2 crop that requires less water. I doa't think 16 starement that has net registered. T wold ask you to go

17 that just because it's going to create a hardship in the 17 to the mble and fill out a cand, and we will give you

18 immedime funme is 3 reasqn o deswoy the wildlife up 18 am opporunity o do so. Tdon't sec amvone moving

19 there. and so that's all. 19 towand the regisiration table. so I'd 1z to go of the

20 1 think we just ~ there's adot broader picture 20 record at this time.

21 that we need o look at. [ imow dar it isn't your 21 We will reconvene if someane else registers to

22 arena about the legality of hemp of not. but [ just 22 speak. and we'll be bere for about another half Tour.

23  wanted to ke a poing that there's a Iot bigger of a 23 uniil 8 o'clock, We are off the record. ’

24  picture that's causing the problem. not just the 24 (Whereupon, a recass was taken) ¢

25 immediate. "We need the water for this ¢crop right now.” 23 HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: If] coutd have

’ Page 50 Page 52

1 HEARING OFFICER RUESINK: Thank vou. 1 wour attention fer just @ minmte, please. We are back

2 Another previous speaker. Asron King wishes to make some 2 onthe record. [have no additional slips for people to

3 additional comments. Again, (ke same condition if 3 make 2 statement this evening. We are at the time for

3 someons clse wants ko speak that has not had a chamce 4 scheduled closing of the hearing, and 50 on behalf of

5 yet we'll limit vour remarks and give them an 3 the ULS. Fish and Wildlife Service and the cooperating

6 oppormumity. but go ahead, Mr. King. 6 agencies. we appreciate the time and effort that you

7 MR. KING: T'H be very brief it's 7 took this evening to present your comments, They've

8  A-A-R-O-N K-I-N-G. I just want to comment that at icast 8  been very informative and will be fully considered in

9 so far. it Jooks Jike we are at the end of the speakers 9 reaching z final decision. The hearing is closed. We

10 now. all except for one person have very cleardy given 10 ave off the record.

11 you comments asking that you give-all or nearly all the 11 (Hearing sdjourned at 3:02 p.m_)

12 waterback. I'm pretv sure the Westlmds Water 12

13 Dismict could afford 1o send people up bere. Nobody is 13

14 here. The public is bere. we are speaking. So if's 14

15 premy obvicus what we are asking vou to do. Nobody is 15

16 dissenting here. Even with the guy from SMUD. it 16

17 steikes mw that his complaint covld casily be remedied 17

13 for less money than it would cost to maimtaim thig 18

19 mechonical restorstion baginess for 20 vears or 19

20 indefinitely. ' ] 20

21 Also want to make the point about the tecent 21

22 lener that Jason Peltier wrote to the Secretary Babbiit 2

23 asking for 90 doy extension on this public comment 5

24 hearing That's nothing more than biatant atsemmt to 24 -

23 manipulate the poliical process and that must be 15
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