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5

AFTERNOON SESSION 1:_00 P.M.

THE HEARING OFFICIAL: We are now on the record,

Good afterncon. On behalf of the United States
Fish and Witdlife Service, I welcome you to this public
hearing. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.5. Buresu
of Reclamastion, Hoopa Vatley Tribe and Trinity County are
conducting a joint process for taking comments on the
draft Environmental impact Statement/Environmental Impact
Reﬁor‘t for the Trinity River Mainztem Fishery Restoration.

My neme is Robert Ruesink. The [ast name is
R-U-E-$, as in Sierra, [-N-X. 1'm the supervisor of the
Fish and Wildlife Service Snake River Basin Office in
Boise, Idaho, and will be serving as the hearing offiqial
for this hearing.

. The tearing is scheduled from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
this afternoon and we Will be back here this evening from
19 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

20 With me at the front table are representatives from
21 the Fish and Wildlife Service, Hoopa Valley Tribe, Bureau
22 of Reclamation and Trinity County. You'll hear more from
23 each of them in a minute, and they'll introduce

24 themselves.

25 Other representatives for the U.S. Fish and
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1 effort by the U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service, the UL.S.

2 Bureau of Reclamation, the Hoops Valley Tribe, and Trinity
3 County.

& The EIS/EIR summarizes the research that has been
5 undertaken over the past several years and identifies for
& public comment several potential alternatives for

7 restoring the Trinity River system. Impacts considered

8 under National Environmental Policy Act and California

9 Environmental Quality Act are not Limited to the impact
10 to the fishery rescurces of the Trinity River but include
11 all impacts of the actions affecting the human

12 environment. The Department encourages public comments on
13 all aspects of the draft EIS/EIR.

14 This public hearing is part of a comment process on
15 the draft EIS/EIR. It witl be closed December 20, 1999.
16 A record of decision is expected in the early spring of
17 2000,

18 On behalf of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,

19 the Bureau of Reclamation, the Heopa Valley Tribe and

20 Trinity County, | thank you for the effort you have made
21 to attend this meeting and also thank you in advance for
22 your comments. ]

23 Now I'd like you to hear some introductory remarks
24 from Tom Stokely, the representative from Trinity County.

25 MR. STOKELY: Thank you, Bruce. .

1 Wildlife Service are also at today's hearing at the
2 registration ard information table outside the entramce to
3 this room. They have additional information for you at

" 4 that table and will be able to answer questions that you
5 might have shout the Trinity River restoration project.
-] At this point ['d like to. introduce Bruce Halstead,
7 who is the Fish ard Wildlife Service representative today,
8 and he will make an opening statement.

g MR. HALSTEAD: Thank you, Bob.

10 Good afterncon. My name is Bruce Halstead of the
11 Fish and Wildlife Service office in Arcata.

12 Release of the draft Trinity River Mainstem Fishery

13 Restoration Environmental Impact Statement/ Environmental
14 Impact Report is the [atest step in a process that

15 Congress initiated several years ago to address

16 longstanding concerns about the effects of water

17 diversion, instream habitat, sedimentation, and watershed
18 management issues on the Trinity River system's health,
19 including its once-abundant salmon runs.

20 Congress directed the Secretary of the Interior to
21 evsluate the impacts of these issues and to take steps to
22 restore the heakth of the Trinity River system. In

23 response to this Congressional mendate, the Department of
24 the Interior has been actively participating in a study
25 for more than 15 years. This has been a collaborative

1'm Tom Stokely. ['m with the Trinity County
Planning Department. ['ve been working with the project
team to develop this EIS/EIR for the last five years, and
1'd just like to welcome you here and encourage you to
submit your oral as well ag written comments, either here
today o by the deadline on the 20th of December. Arnd
also 1 wanted everyone to know that the Trinity County
Board of Supervisors will be holding a public hearing on
this same project in Weaverville on December 7th from 7:00
to 9:00 p.m. at the Weavervilie Library, and | encourage
you to come and also attend that hearing and let vour
12 feelings about the document and the project be known,

13 Thank you.

16 Now I'd like to introduce to you Jasper Hostier of
15 the Hoopa Valley Tribe. .
16 MR. HOSTLER: Yes; 1'm here to represent the Hoopa
17 Valley Tribe.

18 I've been involved since 1990, when, in fact, we
19 were the first ones to start recognizing the reduced flow,
20 and since then we have been -~ Hoopa Valley Tribe has been
21 the lead -- one of the lead tribes.

22 Thank you for being -- attending this meeting.

23 . MR. SMITH: My name is Russell Smith.
24 representing the Bureau of Reclamation, Nerthern

25 california area office, which is located at Shasta Dam.
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1 [ have been working to improve the Fish and Wildlife in 1 At this time we are ready for our first spesker, H
2 the Trinity Basin for the past 11 years, and I represented 2 Mr. Denver Nelson.

3 the Bureau of Reclamation in this flow EIS/EIR process. 3 Would you ‘come to the microphone, please.

4 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you. & MR. NELSON: My name is Denver Nelson. I'm from

5 Pubtic comments on thesa draft EIS/EIR documents 5 Eureka, California.

6 will be accepted until December 20th, 1999. After review é Do you want me to spell Nelson? MN-E-L-S-O-N.

7 and consideration of your comments, the four co-lead e {'m o member of the Humboldt County Fish and Game
8 agencies, along with the cooperating agencies, will 8 Commission, but 1'm not here officially representing them;
9 prepare a firal EIS/EIR. The purpose of this hearing is 9 I'm just here representing myself.
10 to receive your comments on the draft documents. Comments | 10 Thank you for coming to Humboldt County.
11 on all aspects of the alternatives described in those n" As you know, the Trinity River was devastated by

12 documents are very important and will be carefully 12 the Trinity River diversion project. Many miltions of

13 considered. Becsuse of the importance of your comments, 13 dollars have been spent trying to restore the Trinity

14 it is necessary that we follow certain procedures here 14 River. The Trinity River has not been restored, and, in
15 this afternoon. 15 fact, has continued to decline. Many years of studying
16 1f you wish to present comments at this hearing, 16 the Trinity River has shown that rivers need water to

17 please register at the table outside this room. When you 17 function. No amount of money without water will restore a
18 register, indicate any organization that you are 18 river. Much emphasis has been given ta the decline of

19 representing. When you are called to present your 19 salmon and steelhead populations in our area. This
20 comments, please come forward to the microphane in front, 20 decrease is well-documented by many studies and by my
21 begin your presentation by stating your full name, spell 21 personal observations as a sport fisherman,
22 it for the record, and indicate if you represent an 22 Fish numbers are certainly one indicator of the
23 organization. 23 health of our river enviromments. Thsre are many other
24 This is an informal hearing, and therefore you will | 24 facrors that influence the health and mabers of the
25 not be questioned or cross-examined in connection with 25 salmonid poputations. A river is more than a matural fish

. . 10 L Jo

1 your comments; neither witl representatives of the 1 hatchery. Ve nust not overesphasize increase in fish

2 agencies respond to questions. They will become a part of 2 mmkers as the ultimate goal of restoring the Trinity

3 the administrative record on this action. They are being 3 River. I there are mo fish returning to the Trinity

4 recorded by the reporter to preserve them for the record. 4 River 20 years from now, does that mean that the entire

5 Please keep in mind that the reporter will net record any 5 flow of the Trinity River can then be diverted to the

6 statement from the sudience or made to the audience. & Central Valley? [ certainly hope not.

7 Comments must be made into the microphone and addressed to 7 The concept of making the Trinity River one-half

8 the agency representatives at the front takble. Please- 8 the river it once was by giving it one-half the matural

9 leave a copy of any written material: to which you refer 9 flow and spending millions to move gravel around is a

10 with the reporter or the registration staff. [f you are 10 nobte experiment. The outcome of this experiment could be
11 reading your testimony, we ask that you please read slowly | 11 measured by the numbers of fish returning. One could

12 for the reporter to be able to record all of your comments | 12 simply assume the goal would be to add one-half of the

13 verbatim. 15 prediversion fish returned. If three-fourths of the

14 instead of presenting oral comments here this 14 prediversion fish return, does that mean that

15 afternoon, or, in addition to oral comments, you may 1% thrae-fourths of the predivision flow woutd be returned?
16 submit comments in writing. Written comsents may be 16 In addition, millions of dollars would have to be spent
17 gubmitted today to the staff at the registration table or 17 moving gravel. Or, conversely, if only ten percent of the
18 they may be mailed to Mr. Joe Polos. Thst!s P-0-L-0-S. 18 prediversion fish return, does that mean that ten percent
19 U.$. Fish and Wildlife Service; 1655 Heindon -- that's 19 of the natural flow comes down the Trinity River and fish
20 H-E-I-N-D-0-N -- Road, Arcata, California, 95521. This 20 restoration money is sharply cut back?

21 address is also availabie at the registration and 21 Between 1976 and 1998, $93,952,547 was spent onh

22 information tables outside this room. Again, written 22 Trinity River restoration. During the same time, 648,457
23 comments wikl be accepted through Cecesber 20th, 1999, 23 naturally spaming chinook returned to the Trinity River.
24 Written comments will be given the same consideration as 24 This amounts to $144.39 being spent per fish. There
25 oral comments that are presented here this afternoon. 25 appears to be no correlation between dellars spent on
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1 restoration and mumbers of fish returning to the l'rin'lty13 1 MR. BROADMAN: Good aftesmoon. Thank you for

2 River. A much better correlation is seen between river 2 letting me come and speak.

3 flows and fish returning to the Teinity River. Fish 3 1 have two very strong --

4 responded better to water than to doliars. It would be 4 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Excuse me. Would you please
5 bettar to spend less money on fich restoration and 5 state your name and spell it for the record.

6 increase the Trinity River flows. & MR. BROADMAN: ALl right. Tom Broadman, spelled

7 Humboldt County was given 50,000 acre-feet of water | 7 B-R-0-A-D-M-A-N. And I reside in Fietdbrook, Californfa.
8 annuelly in the original legislation establishing the - 1 just went to remind the penel and the goverrment
9 Trinity River diversion, This water allocation has never 9 that we have two very strong legat arguments to restore
10 been accounted for, either by incressing the Trinity River | 10 flows to the Trinity River. One is the Endangered Species
11 flows or by Humboldt County being compensated for our 11 Act, and also under the Endangered Species Act, treaty

12 50000 acre-feet of water flowing down the Sacramento 12 rights, treaty rights to our tribes.

13 River. One of the cornerstones of the Cal Fed process is 13 Signed in June 5th of *97 by secretarial order,

14 the sale of water by those with excess water to those who 14 issued by the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary
15 need more water. When the final Trinity flow is selected, | 15 of Commerce, pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of
16 that flow number should be increased by 50,000 at_':re-feet, 16 1973, it scknowledged the trust, respongibility and treaty

17 so that we in Humboldt County can use that water to 17 obligations of the U.5. Departments will carry out the
18 further enhance our fisheries. Conversely, if our 18 responsibilities, "“departments® meaning commerce and

19 50,000 acre-feet is going down the diversion, we should be | 19 interior. Under the act, in a manner that harmonizes the
20 compensated for that water by the users of that water. 20 federal trust responsibitity te tribes, strive to ensure
21 the Trinity River Dam eliminated 109 miles of 21 that Indisn tribes do not bear a disproporticnate burden
22 steelhead and salmon habitat above the dam. The ideal 22 for the conservation of Listed species.

23 restoration of this habitat would be to remove the dam. 23 In 1991, 75 percent of Trinity water went south.
24 The next best restoration would be to install a fish 24 Sirnce the divarsion began, 96 percent :f coho have been

25 ladder to bypass the dam. Serious consideration has not 25 etiminated. In May of 1997 the Southern California --

1 been given to this option. Tha fish Ladder would be a 1 1 Southern Oregon and Northern California ESY for cobo 16
2 more cost-effective way of restoring fish habitat. 2 salmon was Listed as threatened. Now, recenitly, affecting
3 My preferred flow alternative would be the 3 this Llisting under the Endungered Species Act, Novesber
4 restoration of the naturat Trinity River flows and ‘ 4 Bth of this year, in the Federal Register harm was
5 diverting no more water to the Central Valley. My next 5 defined, harm under the Endangered Species act, and hara
6 best flow would be that promised in the original 6 is defined as any act which actually kills or injures fish
7 legislation. The promised diversion originally was to be 7 or wildlife, and emphasizes that such acts may include
8 no mere than 30 percent of the Trinity River flow. The 8 significant habitat modification or degradation that
9 preferred flow as outlined in this EIS/EIR would be my 9 significantly impeirs essential behavioral patterns of
10 third choice. The other study flows are inadequate. 10 fish or wildlife. Those essential behavior patterns are
1" No matter Aﬂlich flow is chosen, funding must be 11 defined by National Marine Fisheries as breeding,
12 available for the bridge and structural removais needed to | 12 spawning, resring, migrating, feeding or sheltering. 1
13 allow these increased flows. “Adaptive management is the | 13 think it's pertinent that you restore the runs so these
14 new buzz word of resource management. In this project, 14 tisted fish that are 96 percent gone will have some of a
15 adaptive management should be the prime governing force. 15 chance to return.
156 1f a funded project does not incresse the fish returns, 16 Thank you very much for your time.
17 the project should not be funded again. If a water flow 7 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you.
18 pattern dees not result in increased fish returns, the 18 Our next speaker is Lawrence Lazio.
19 flow should be changed. At @ minimum, the outltine of this | 19 WR. LAZIO: Thank you. My name is Lawrence Lazio,
20 adaptive menagement should be in place before any other 20 L-A-Z-1-0. 1'm a past presidert of the Humboldt Bay
21 changes are done, 21 Fisheries Association and a past president of the
22 Thank you for coming and listening to my comments. 22 California Seafood irlstitute, a statewide organization
23 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you, Mr. Helson, for 23 representing the seafood-processing industry in the State
26 your comments. 24 of California.
25 Our next speaker is Mr. Tim Broadman. 5 Before I get into the area that I have concern
TRINITY Pages 13 to 16
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1 with, specifically, under “alternatives™ but elimil'lat:ed.ﬁr 1 our head in the mud. There is a major probiem out !here!q
2 in talking sbout increased hatchery production, | want to 2 we all know it. And I have. heard recently that National

3 tell you a story. 3 Marine Fisheries Service is looking at the predator

4 In 1975, I heard that the Japanese federal 4 problem.

§ government had @ fantastic emhancement program going on in 5 Historically -- iet me give you a historic view.

& their salmon fishery on island of Hokkaide, If you take & 1've been in the figh business all my Life, from the time
7 the island of Hokkaido and you lay down the State of 7 I was a little boy. My grandfather came to the Eel River
8 California, it's spproximately from Red Bluff north, 8 in the 1880's and fished salmon coomercially on the river
9 waking an islet out of that. The Japanese federal 9 and made a tiving off of it. Historicaily, when we had 2
10 goverrment instituted a program of 72 facilities. And 1'm | 10 salmon fishing fleet in the ocean, there wos 8 substantial
11 specifically using the word “fscilities" because they are 11 elimination of the seais and sea lions by the commercial
12 not what we perceive as hatcheries. These facilities are 12 fleet. Their used to be 5- to 700 boats fishing out of

13 ant enhancement to the natural spewning of the salmwon 13 Eureka during April, May, Jume and July, and sny time the
14 specie, and then the immediate release of the swim-up 14 sea lion was attached to that fisherman’s lines when he

15 salmon, just after they've come out of the egg-sac stage 15 was pulling up a salmon, it probably wae eliminated.

16 and are sWimming up, if they were in the river, they are 16 What's happened since we've had the protection of the

17 -- their success ratio in relationship to the Eel River 17 marine wawsals is we've had a fantastic explosion «- that
18 spawn fish is approximately ten percent for the natural 18 probably you all know, but I'm just saying it here in

19 survivat of the eggs against 50 percent for the survival 19 public -~ fentastic explosion of the predator popuiation,
20 in their facilities. I am calling their facilities 20 yet we've had a fantastic reduction in the salmon species.
21 "rurgeries.® 21 So how can the government allow, on one hand, the
22 Historicatly, there wes a nursery on the Eei River, | 22 predators to go wild and crazy -- and there's pictures

23 to my recollection, in a place called Steelhead Creek, 23 circulated arcund Humboldt County that were taken from the
24 whereby the eggs were taken from the fish, they got to the | 24 air at the mouth of the Klamath Rivcr:and if you try to
25 swim-up stage, they were put in containers, milk -- dairy 25 estimate, there looks to be maybe 2,000 to 2500 sea lions
. 18 . . . . ) 20

1 units, put on horseback and taken to the top of the 1 that are in that grouping of -- in the picture.

2 streams, where they were reiessed into the natural 2. so I think that this particular area that I'ms

3 situation for their survival. 3 talking about, the invoivement of a -- I'm going to call

4 1 think by not having an idea of a nursery program, 4 it a “rarsery program® -- shoutd be looked at for the

5 not having been locked at when the increased 5 increased production, because if you take the eggs and you
6 hatchery-production issue is discussed in this doctment 6 give them a faster start but you put them right back into
7 under 2.2.6, iz a failure in this doctment. 1 think that 7 the river, especially the upper reaches, in my vidw, you
8 there are some neW attitudes that are coming that are not 8 have a natural fish; you don't have what's being perceived
9 included in here that could be extremely beneficial to the 9 as a hatchery Fish.

10 fast recovery of the system. 10 Thank you very auch.

1 We know that we need more water, period. I agree 1" THE HEARIMG OFFICIAL: Thank you for your cosments,
12 with that. Everyone, I think, in this room, agrees. I- 12 Wr, Lazio.

13 would Like to see compensation come from the users that 13 Our next gpeaker is Mr. Tom Weseloh.

14 got our water. And that's another issue. But going into 14 MR. WESELOM: Good afterncon. Thanks for coming to
15 this area of increased hatchery production and the reasons | 15 Eureka. Wy name is Tom Weseloh, W-E-3-E-L-O-H. ['m the
16 it has been eliminated from this document does mot take 16 North Coast manager for California Trout. We represent

17 into a fact the concept of a nursery progrem, and I think 17 about 5,000 individual members and snother 5,000 affiliste
18 that ail the people involved, atl the professionals, need 18 club members, I Llive in Humboldy County and also work

19 to start taking a took at that issue. 19 here, as well, and have a rather large interest in the

20 Those of us that are on the river -- and I'm on the | 20 Trinity River.

21 river quite often; | was there a week ago Sunday as & fly 21 I ‘already had the opportunity to ackdress you in
22 fisherman -- recognize the predator probitem in the Trinity | 22 Redding, so I won't be redundant, as much as possible, but
23 River system, in the Klamath River system. It's a major 23 1 reaily wanted to speak to a few issues.

24 issue, and 1 think that the way the predator-control issue | 24 One in particular is the time tines for your
25 has been hardied in this progrom s just we're sticking 25 process. 1 know that several speskers and a lot of
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various constituencies have asked for an extension of thﬂ
process. Right now you are well within your legal
guidelines with both the CEOA and NEPA prucess. We
encourage you to stick to thoge time lines and to not
extend -any further the deadlines for comments. The
studies have gone on long enough. We have the information
in front of us. The people that need to review this
information and give you comments have known about this
information, have been following the studies, have been’
following the time lines, have been getting the documents.
There is no need for further delay. We need to have you
stick to the time Lines of CEGA and NEPA and move forward
with this. Our fisheries have been injured for long
enough. No more delays are acceptable to us. Please
close the comment period December 20th.

16 Another reason that I think the time lines peed to
17 be met is 1t appears to me that the Bureau of Reclamation
18 is still in violation by even operating this project.

19 There is not a Section 7 consultation process finalized.
20 There is mot a biological opinion that hag been granted by
21 NMFS. And until then, under the Endangered Species Act,
22 it is our opinion that any diversion at all is a violation
23 of the Endangsred Species Act, and if the Bursau wants to
24
25

oo AN

P e
WM N - D

be in compliance, they'd better come up with a rnew flow
regime in a hurry in order to get in compliance. One of

1 Plan under Cption 9, which has never been adequately

2 funded in a meaningful manner. And in order to ensure

3 that the promise of restoration isn't unfunded like Option
4 9, identification of a funding is T

5 the final EIS/EIR and record of decision. Without
& adequate funding, the preferred alternative aor any other
7 actions you may take will not meet the goals and

2 objectives of meaningful restoration. -

9 So not only.do I request that you heed the

10 I've provided you in Redding, but also the ones today of
11 sticking to the time lines and dealing with these cost
12 issues and the biological opinion.

13 1f 1 have forgotten anything in Redding or today,
14 you will be hearing from me again, either verbally or in
15 writing.

16 Thank you very much for allowing us to provide

17 additional testimony. And I encourage you to listen to
18 atl the other good speskers as closely as you did me.

y in

19 Thank you.

20 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you.

21 The next speaker is Carol Krueger.

22 MNS. KRUEGER: My nome is Carol Krueger,

23 K-R-U-E-G E R. I'm here as a representative of Six Rivers
26 Paddting Club. And thank you very much for the
25 opportunity te comment on the public draft on the Trinity

22
the ways you get there is by finishing up the CEQA and

1
2 NEPA process in a timely fashion, getting to a record of

3 decision, and implementing the flows as gquick as possible.
4 Another issue that I haven't heard discussed yet

5 that | would Like to bring up is the -+ some of the costs
& associated with the programs. I think there are some

7 things that need to be added to the EIS/EIR n order to

8 address this area. I feel that the final EIS/EIR should
9 exempt Trinity PUD from any costs as a result of low power
10 generation as well as implementation costs for the

11 preferred alternative. The final EIS/EIR and record of

12 decision should also include a plan for resuthorization of
13 equitable cost-sharing provisions of the Trinity River

14 Basin Fish and Wildlife Management Act of 1984, which are
We have a lot of good things we would like
16 to do, but right now there is no current way to fund those
17 activities, and we need to have the money in there to

18 carry cut any of the alternatives that you heve and to

19 carry out restoration of the basin as a whole.

20 The preferred alternative includes a watershed-

21 protection component. We support inclusion of that

22 component because it addresses upsiope erosion. It's a
23 nonflow component necessary for the restoration of this

26 important fishery and for the river. It is also

25 consistent with the requirements of the President's Forest

15 now expired.

1 River. %

2 As wWhitewater canoceists, We are going to comment on
3 the racreational uses of the Trinity River. We think the
4 whitewater canoeists were left out of your List on

5 recognized recreational users in tables 3-32 and 3-33. In
6 our opinion, there is s big difference between canveists
7 and whitewater canoeists in their preferred flow ranges.
8 Whitewater canoeists shouid be included with kayaking and
¢ rafting in their preferred flow ranges.

10 The habitat in the Trinity River needs improvement,
11 and we're going to support the preferred alternate. Along
12 with the fisheries restoration, we think that the

13 preferred alternative would also improve the whitewater

14 recreational opportunities on the Trinity River. My

15 comments deal primarily with the analysis of whitewater
16 recreation opportunities that are affected by the

17 proposals in EIS/EIR.

18 As whitewater canoeists, we have three favorite

19 runs on the sainstem of the Trinity River that will be

20 affected by the proposals in the EIR/EIS. These runs are:
21 Pigeon Point, which is from Pigeon Point Campground te Big
22 Flat; Hayden to Cedar, which is Hayden Flat campground

23 down to Cedar Flat Ridge; and Mawkinz Bar to Satyer, which
2% is the Hawkins Bar USFS river access, to the public sccess
25 of the Sharper Slough on Fountain Ranch Road.
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Under the international scale of difficulty, Pigega
Point is rated as a Class I1I, or intermediate; Hayden to
Cedar is rated Class 11, or advanced beginmner; and Hawkins
Bar is rated as a Cless I-plus, or intermediate beginner.

These runs provide easily occessible whitewater for
users at a varfety of skill leveis, and the first two runs
are used extensively by whitewater boaters from Northern
and Central California and from Southern Oregon. We
believe that the preferred recreational flow range
thresholds given in Table 3.32 incorrectly assigned either

1 alternative that would allow all the inflow inte the

2 Trinity River Basin to be trained in the river. The

3 preferred aiternative appears to be a minimelly acceptabie
4 compremise to promote the patural functions and veiues of
5 the river. '

& Thank you very much.
7 THE HEARING OFFICIAL:
8 Marianne DeSobrino. .
¢ MS. DeSOBRINO: My name is Marianne DeSobrine. 1
Live in Eureka on the Elk River, and 1'm a chair of the

Thank you.

RDD/TRINITYPC-4.D0C-7

11 200 or 300 cubic feet per second as the lower limit of the | 11 Redwood Chapter of the Sierra Ciub.

12 preferred flow for whitewater canceists or kayaking on 12 And our position on this is that we would Like

13 these runs. At 300 CFS, the whitewater rums on the 13 quite a bit more than your preferred alternative. We

14 mainstem of the Trinity are merginally acceptabie for 14 would Like to see no more than 30 percent of the water

15 whitewater canceists. At this low flow, navigating around | 15 diverted from the Trinity River, If any water at all needs
16 rocks and other obstacles to navigate are exposed or very 16 to be diverted.

17 ¢lose to the surface. Some routes to rapids are not 17 I notice in your statement that the preferred

18 available, and shallow reaches of the river do not have 18 alternative, the increase of -- to 11,000 CFS, the latter
19 enough water to float a boat, such as the rapid on the 12 will be achieved in about 12 percent of the years. |

20 Hayden/Cedar run, commonly commonly referred to as "Picket | 20 mean, come on. If you're increasing the fiow and you're
21 Fence." Even at releases of 400 CFS, whitewater canceists | 21 only going to achieve that increased flow in 12 percent of
22 get out to portage this long rapid, as we can't negotiate 22 the years, what happens in the other 83 percent of the
23 the tight turns at the very bottom of this drop. Shaliow 23 years? That seems marvelously ineffe::tive to pecple who
24 water is more dangerous for whitewater canoaists, as a 24 care about fish and the ecosystem.
25 cance turns over, the paddler is in danger of getting 25 And 1'm also sort of dismayed by who would benefit

. 26 ; L o co s

1 trapped under the cance and getting, quote/unquote, beat 1 most from the project: comunities and fishing-related

2 up by the rocks. . 2 industries. You don®t say anything about the fish, which
3 We feel that the lowest preferred flow for the 3 we have been cumulatively destroying, nor the ecosystem,
4 mainstem Trinity for rafting, kayeking and whitewater 4 which we all recognize needs support to retain its

5 canceing should be noted as at least 450 CFS, rather than 3 contiguousness and make its contributions to our survival
6 200 to 300 CFS. Three hurxired CFS is a minimal flow for & as humen beings.

7 the low threshold but is not preferred. Recreationat 7 In addition, the most beautiful solution, 1

8 seasons were defined as from Memorial Day to Labor Day as 8 beliave, to the entire problem with the Trinity River

9 a primary recreatiomal season in the EIS/EIR, and, in our 9 would be the removal of the dams.

10 opinion, is not accurate. We think that the whitewater 1¢ Thank you very much.

11‘recreational. season for the Trinity River can run 11 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you.

12 year-round. Wuhenever fiows are greater than 3000 CFS at 12 John McKeon. John McKeon, are you here?

13 the Lewiston Gorge, the majority of whitewater canoeists 13 M-C-K-E-0O-N.

14 would choose to go out on other rivers, but we cannot 14 UKIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: He's here.

15 speak for other types of boats, such as the kayaks and 15 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: We'll go to the mext

16 rafts, as they are willing to boat higher flows, and 16 spesker, and if John does come in, we'll give him a chance
17 canceists -- than most canceists are comfortable with. 17 to speak, as well.

18 The analysis should note that constraints in 18 E.B. Duggan.

19 whitewater boating are dependent on boater skilt level and | 19 MR. DUGGAN: Hi, Tom.

20 difficulty of the whitewaster run, and that iow flow 20 Good afternoon, gentlemen. My nome is E.B. Duggen,
21 constrain whitewater recreation to a far greater extent 21 D-U-G-G-A-N. I'm representing the Willow Creek Community
22 than high flows. 22 Chamber of Comwerce, Trinity Fishing, Trinity Downriver
23 Se, in conclusion, we support the propesal to 23 Rescurce, and I'm also a fishing guide.

26 increase flows into the Trinity River for the purpose of 24 1 Live on the river. 1'm there every day. 1'm on
25 restoration of the fishery habitat in the absence of an 25 the river, physically on the river, on an everage of about
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1 three days per week, either fishing, looking, checking. ®
2 1 also make a fishing report for our small community that
3 is published in about four different papers.

4 1 have watched over the years our river flows since
5 the dam -~ and this is after the dam's been in -- going

& from 150 CFS to 300 CFS, 400 CFS, and now at 450 CFS. I

7 don't know 1f you know it or not, but there is a direct

8 correlation in those increases as toc the amount of fish

9 that have come in. And 1 know Jack can attest to it

10 because he hears it and sees it with his people down

11 there, because I have good reiations with those people and
12 1 koW a Lot of them and they are my personal friends.

13 [ have not been in here, or been in the valley, for
14 mary years, as Jack or many of his friends, but 1've been
15 there long encush to know and realize that, in my eight

16 years as a professional guide, the fish need water. About
17 four years ago, if I could have gone to Nike and come up
18 with a -- and devise a method whershy they could have made
19 -small tennis shoes that the fish could have -~ I could

20 have put on the fish, [ could have made a million dollars
21 giving shoes away to the fish so they can go upriver and
22 spawn, This is a fact. In the short distence from Salyer
23 to my house, which is just three miles, when we were

26 flowing 300 cubic feet per second during the summertime, 1
25 would have to jump out of my boat on three different

TRINITY RIVER 11-23-99

1
1 low, 3

2 The water at my house this year dropped down over &
3 foot when they went from 450 down to 300 cubic feet per
4 secord. MNow that we do have rain and the water's coming
5 up, then therefs plenty of room for the fish to come in.
& But uwhen they started dropping that watar, we had fish up
7 around Junction City, in that section in there, that were
8 actually spawning from Douglas City to Junction City,

9 through that area. . And when they dropped the water from
10 450 to 300, we left -- I'm saying "we® -- left many reds
11 high and dry, We're taiking thousands upon thousands of
12 naturalty spawned fish that died because the water was let
13 go and drained their spawning area, \e need a better

14 control of when that water is shut down from the releases
15 of 450, or whatever is to be set, down to the minimm, so
14 that it does not affect the speswning. I've been reading
17 and reading and reading your river recosmendations. The
18 ones that come out here I feel are adequate but by far
19 what we need. We need a return of the water as what was
20 originally said.

21 I have some frierds that have Lived on this river
22 since 1948, and they fished i%; they've been collecting
23 paper -- newspaper ¢lippings, and I have two of these

24 folders that they've been collecting ‘sbout what was going
25 to happen when the dam was going to be in, how they were

1 riffles and push my customers across it, That's how badm
2 it was. And then the same since -- you have to remeaber
3 that a drift boat only draws thres to four inches with

& four people in it. MNow, what are the fishing going to do?
5 when you take a ten-pound fish that's eight inches
& across at the belly, you know, it makes it very difficult’
7 for them to get upriver, Even as today, I see many

8 spawning beds catled "reds® on the river down in Willow

9 Creek area. And they should be ali spawning at least up
10 sbove Cedar Flat. At least that. It's a shame that the
11 people are just now realizing -- and I say the people in
12 charge of the water flow -- that this water flow is

15 imperative to us. For some ungodly reeson, October 15th
14 is the magic date they need to take and reduce the water
15 flow. And they go from whatever is being out down to the
16 300 cubic feet per second, because we have rain. Believe
17 it or not, we're supposed to have rain up here on the

13 North Coast. That is not happening., 1f you witl take and
19 go to the Department of Fish and Game ond check the local
20 Fish and Game in this area here, for the iast eight years
21 we have mot had rain for opening weekend of deer season,
22 which starts in September. So if we're not getting rain
23 in September and October, why do we cut the water off

24 magically at that October 15th date? The fish need it.
25 And for us to drop that water, it makes it drastically

i 32
1 going to help keep this water flow up, and none of those

2 things that were put in the paper by the state legislators
3 and the federal legislators have come about. In order for
4 us to maintain and keep this fisheries, we do have to have
S that water. And without it, it's going to be a drastic

& situation, because weire alresdy starting to Lose more and
7 more fishing arsas within the State of Californis. Our

8 logging was taken away from us. We were told look for

9 other means of econcmic base for our community.

10 And, Jasper, you know this. You've seen what our
11 town was like. You used to come down and go shopping.

12 Now we have -- we don't even have full stores anymore.

13 We've lost seven major businesses -- seven of them -- that
14 peopie from Hoopa, Salyer, and Willow Creek all depended
15 upon for necessities within the community. And we don't
16 have them amymore. We have to travei 51 miles one way,

17 102 miles round trip, to come into Eurcka or Arcata to

18 spend our money and get groceries, & major supply of our
19 groceries. That's outrégeous. You in the city den't

20 realize thet, because you just go down to the local mall
21 and you get all of the needs that you want. We choose to
22 live in this kind of commumity because it's healthful and
23 it's more relaxing than in the city. But, in the same

24 sense, as the cities grow, the demand for water is going
25 to just go completely out of sight in the next decade.

TRINITY
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There is going to be such a demand on water within the
next decade, where they're building from Sacramento, even

Redding, down south, that water is going to be worth gold. |

It could actually be sn economic base where people could
trade in buckets of water rather than in money.

So please, take congideration. We have conhwverted
from logging as an economic base to fishing and tourism,
and as we lose our water and our fish base, and the
restrictions we're receiving from the Department of Fish
and Game, it's harder and harder to entice people into our

valley, just to come in and see and enjoy the refinements

of butdoor living. And that's what the people in the
cities are Looking for, is outdoor livimg.

Look at what has happened to Yosemite. You can’t
event hardly get in there. My wife and I spent our
fortieth anniversary, which we got married in Yosemite 40
years ago this last year, and we had to get reservations.
in 363 days in sdvance, we got the last room In the hotel.

‘50 if that's the demand for that kind of ares, and the

demand is going to be put onto our valley and our
commnities, we need the resources to take care of them
and provide for them, and without the water we're not
going to have them.

Thank you very much.

THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you.

- 15
significant cultural, cer jal, subsi and ic

1
2 reliance on klamath River fish, and that reliance has been
3 retatively unmet because of the poor status of decline in
& fish populations on these river systess.

5 In terms of which options or what alternative we

6 support, before 1 verbalize that 1'd Like to talk a tittle
7 bit about what we do, what our position is in terms of the
8 approach to the alternatives. )

9 Number one is there needs to be a tong-term

10 approach to the restoration of the Klamath/Trinity River
11 Basin. In the Trinity River EIS, even though it does have
12 a window of decades, and that was one of the confining

13 factors that was looked at in the alternatives, we're pot
14 sure that that's totally asppropriate and that's going to
15 take ug to full restoration like we believe needs to

16 occur. Ve believe that the "no dam® atternative is a true
17 approach, a true long-term approach, to fully restoring

18 that river, to put it back the way it was and let neture
19 do what it always has clone,

20 In terms of the alrernatives, we support as is, we
21 do support the preferred alternmative, and we support that
22 because we think that you need to appiy the best available
23 science that you have in front of you. That's important.
24 And we think that the various flow-study efforts, the peer
25 review that occurred, and a whole host of agency and

34
John McKeon, are you here now?

MR. MCKEON: Yes, | am. 1'm going to reserve my
comments for this evening's session.

THE HEARING OFFICIAL: V’I'l’lank you.

Troy Fletcher.

MR. FLETCHER: Good afterncon. My name's Troy
fletcher, F-L-E-T-C-H-E-R. I'm the executive director for
the Yurok Tribe, and I'm here today with council member
Howard McConnell and our fisheries staff representatives,
Dave Hillemeier and Michael Belchik.

The Yurck Indian reservation is located on the
lower 44 miles of the Klamath/Trinity River, and the
Trinity flows through 44 -- approximately 44 wiles of our
reservation. The Yurok Tribe is the largest harvester of
fall chinook of Klamath River origin, period, of any of
the user groups. We have an enormous stake in the outcame
of this EIS and what the alternative is that will be
selected or the particular management options that will be
mandated by the Secretary.

Me're locking at the restoration of the Trinity
River a little different. We, for decades and dacades,
have been unable to meet what we consider even minimal
subsistence levels, much less have any seaningful economic
opportunity to take adventage of the fisher resource on
tha Klamath/Trinity River Basin. The tribe has a

1 tribal and other involvemnt is a step to get to that begg
2 available science. We do need to support it with a few

3 caveats, however. '

4 Because the Trinity River does not espty into the
S Pacific Ocean and Weichpec, it runs down the entire of the
6 Klamath River, we believe that the condition of the

7 mainstem Klamath River has a direct and important ispect,
8 and many times pegative impact, on the survival of the

9@ Trinity River fish. Trinity River fish must traverse the
1¢ Klamath River as they go out to the ocean and as they come
11 back. . If you do not take care of the Klamath River, you
12 will not take care of Trinity River fish., The EIS, as it
13 is, recognizes that to a small degree. ue believe that

14 that needs to be a little more -- there needs to be more
15 analysis, and there nceds to be more emphasis placed on

16 the importance of that segment of river that those fish
17 traverse through. There also needs to be more importance
18 and amphasis placed on the estuary at the mouth of the

19 river. Is that a bottlensck. What are some of the

20 comsiderations that are negative impacts that are

21 affecting the fish at the mouth of the river. We!ve heard
22 aboutr sea lion predation, seal predation. That's an easy
23 one. What about the auality of habitat that's available
24 to the fish. What about the -- what about the other

25 things associated with the food web. What sbout other

TRINITY
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1 factors. We don't know about those. Those need to be 3 1 us manage our fisheries responsibly, it helps us pt'a:!im:'?'9
2 looked at. You cannot restore Trinity River fish unless 2 how many fish are going to be available for harvest, it

3 we look at maybe some of those other bottleneck factors. 3 helps us sccount for run size, escapement information and
[3 So it's important that we take a holistic view in 4& our harvest information, and it's important information

9 looking at the Klamath Basin. And I'm going to say 5§ and it shouldn't be cast aside. And it's necessary to

6 Klamath basin because the Trinity is only a portion of the & monitor the success of any restoration projects. There

7 Klamath Basin. Ard 1'm going fo propose that you cannot 7 also needs to be adequate funding for upslopa restoration
3 restore Trinity fish 3n a plece of the Xlamath Basin & projects, too. You can't just throw more water and

9 ecosystem unless you restore the entire Klamath Basin % restore river and wdlk away. You've got to do other :
10 ecosystem. .It's one package, and T donft think you can 10 things, and you've got to do what's necessary to keep

11 restore a single part of it, and I surely don't think you 11 sediment out of the mainstem river amd restore those

12 can restore a single part of the Xlamath River Basin by 12 tributaries where those fish do spawn. 3o there needs to
13 only addressing those instream needs and not leoking out 13 be sufficient amount of funding devoted to the Trinity

14 to what those fish -- or what those fish have to go 14 River. 1 waes going to say to the restoration program, but
15 through in the mainstem of the klamath River or at the 15 it might not be; it may have been in some other form. But
16 estuary., -{ ‘16 to the Trinity River. And there needs to be enough of it.
17 I'd also like to comment on adaptive managesment 17 And you need only Look at the amamts of fish, the amount
18 planning and the whole process in terms of where do we go 18 of money that we and cthers have foregone because of our

19 from here. That process, as laid out in the EIR, ! think 19 water being diverted eisewhere, and it doesn't seem so
20 is a good workable stert. I'd just Like to add a few 20 much an amount of money when you coapare 1t against that
21 things: that the tribe needs to be included at all levels | 21 of the lost opportunities, the lost economic
22 in that process; that it needs to be driven by sound 2 opportunities, the failure to mest our subsistence needs
23 science; and 1 do Like the idea of a separate, discrete 23 for decades and decades. We think it's fair that faderal
24 scientific review panel that looks at the wmerit of 24 agencies and others step up to the plate and identify and
25 projects and helps identify which projects should be done 25 emsure that we have enough money in that program to do

. . 38 &0
1 and which shouldn’t be done. 1 do think that the way the 1 what's necessary.
2 task force and the ¥CC operate at present lend an 2 That concludes my comments. Thanks.
3 atmosphere to -- for fighting and horsetrading, and all 3 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you.
4 that good étuff, over the [imited amount of funding we & Dave Nokamura.
5 currently have available here. 5 MR. NAKAMURA: Good afternoon, My name is Dave
[3 I*d Like to see some type of cbjective, numerical 6 Wakamura. And just by way of starting this, 1 have a
7 ranking system when it comes to project proposals and 7 mmber of hats in this community. [ work at the Husboldt
8 project selection as guided by some type of independent 8 State University and work with a Lot of the recreation
9 review, scientific review team. [ think that would add 9 programs thers, including fishing, rafting ond river
14 ¢redibility and credence ta the projects that are 10 kayaking. I'm also an elacted official with the City of

11 selected, and it would force the hypothesis-testing type 11 Blue Lake. {'m a city council mmber and also pregently
12 of process as identified in the EIS to be more meaningful 12 a member of the Redwood Region Economic Development
13 and separate the politics from the science. So I do Like 13 Comission. And I mention those, not necessorily thet

14 that portion of it. 14 these are official pogitions in any of those

15 The other thing that's going to be necessary is 15 organizations, but that kind of my background on how I'm
16 funding. Right now a lot of pecple wilt focus on the 16 looking at this situation.

17 amount of dollars and the effort that has been placed into | 17 I'm here to lend support to increase flows to the

18 the Trinity to date. [ do know the tagsk force and the TCC | 18 Trinity River. [ believe that the Trinity River is the
19 have struggled with priorities in trying to do the right 19 absolute lifeblood of that entire region between the mouth
20 thing, and [ think their efforts are commendable, but we 20 of the Klamsth River all the way up to the Trinity Alps

21 have a long ways to 9o in terms of fuxding. There's a lot | 27 area. Part of my perspective looking back on this and

22 of debate and discussion and haggling and arguing over 2 iisténing to other people's comsents, where | was kind of

23 whether you fund monitoring projects or whether you don't 23 remembering back to the opposite situation, which was the

26 fund monitoring projects. UWe're a fishing tribe. That 24 drought years in the -- I believe it was the early

25 information collected by those monitoring projects helps 25 nineties when the Trinity River was extremely, extremely
TRINITY . Pages 37 to 40
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Jimmy Smith.

MR. SMITH: Thank you.

Jimmy Smith, J-I-M=M-Y S-M-1-T-H.
thank you, toe, for being here today.

On behalf of Pacific Coast Federation of
Fishermen's Association, 1'd just like tc state for the
record that we have not yet completed what our finat
request will be concerning the flow regime. I can teli
you, however, that the absclute minimm wit! be the
preferred alternative. And I'd also probebly like to
mention to you that 1 agree with a lot of the comments
that were made here today: Ed Duggan, Teoy Fletcher,
Denver Melson. The List goes on. Tom Weseloh. Folks
chat are very campetent and have watched this situation
for a rumber of years.

The one request that I'd like you to hear clearly
from me today -- and I want to reiterate that -- clearly
-- is that we will not tolerate -- and I'LL speaii for the
fishing industry here -- we will not tolerate the Central
20 valley Project Water Association’s congstant delays and B
21 implementation of whatever increase in flow that we'il see
22 here in the near future, and we hope that you will join us
23 in that effort.

24 S0 thanks very much.
25 THE HEARING OFFICIAL:

And 1 want to

L R I Y R R
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Thank you for your comments.

22 Llightly.

1 mechanical manfpulation of the stresmbed will result in “
2 remaving the clogged, extremely clogged, riparian

3 situation along the upper river, which is, as time goes

4 by, gredually going farther and farther downriver. The

5 river is becoming less and less able to clean itself out
& after each -- during each year, and 1 don't think that

7 welre going to approximate that until we get .close to

& natural flows and close to natural levels, and 1 don't see
9 50 percent doing it,

10 T think the histories of fisheries restoration has
11 shown that we spend millions, if not bitlions, of dollars
12 on efforts that have Little of no effect on bringing the
13 fisheries back. A good example would be lLook at the

14 Colurbia River Basin. Look at the fact that thay have

15 spent bitlions of dollars trucking fish in barges down

16 through these dams to get them downstresm so they can go
17 to the ocean. The net result has been a continued decline
18 of the fisheries.

19 During my experience in the last 25 years, I have
20 witnessed a continual decline in the fish available or the
21 fisheries on the Trinity River. And [ donit say that
Buring probably between the beginning of

23 September and the middle of November, on the average 1 am
24 on the river two to three times a week for several hours
25 at a shot, and this has been true over the last 15 or 20

John Stokes. 46

MR. STOKES: Good afternoon.
me the opportunity to speak to you today.
attorney in Arcata. )

THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Excuse me, please, State

1
2 Thank you for giving
3
&
5
6 your name and spell it for the record.
7
8
9

1 amoan

MR. STOKES: John Stokes. J-O-K-N S-T-0-K-E-§.

I'm a lifelong resident of Kumboldt County. Though I was

born in Alameda County, my family moved here when I was
19 six months old. I've been fishing the Trinity River for
11 at least 25 years, otherwise recreating on the river
12 during nonfishing times.
13 With all due respect to Mr. Sherman, I feel that I
14 have a cultural attachment to the Trinity River as well as
15 he does, although perhaps not as lengthy as his fomily's
16 cultural attachment. 1 agree with Mr. Sherman. I think
17 that the bottow Line here is we're not going to get down
18 to restoring fisheries on the Trinity River until we
19 approximate the natural flows of the Trinity River. And
28 this will not occur unless we substantially exceed the
21 preferred alternative of 52-percent divergion, and more
22 likely will not occur unless these dams are removed so
23 that the natural processes can restore the river.
24 I am very skeptical about any sort of piecemeal
25 restoration efforts. ['m very skeptical that some sort of

48
1 years. In the tast few years, the rmber of fish on the

~ 2 river -- and I'm speaking about steelhead -- is virtually

3 -- there aren't any. They've virtually dissppeared. And
4 I don't know whether we can just directly comnect this to
5 the domg, but I can't help but feeling that this is a

6 decline that has occurred gracually and persistently ever
7 since those doms were put in. And [ don't see how there's
8 any way we're going to reverse that without doing

9 something rather drastic instead of piecemeni.

10 1 thank you for giving me the opportmity to speak.
1 THE HEARING DFFICIAL: Thank you, Mr. Stokes, for
12 your comments.

13 We have now heard from everyone that registered to
14 speak. [f there’s anyone in the audience that would like

15 to #make a statement, plesse go to the registration table
16 to fill out a card,

7 VWe're scheduled to go until 3:00 p.m. this

18 afternoon, and we'll keep the hearing here in place, but
19 unless someone else fitls out a slip right now, we'll take
20 a break and reconvene when someone does that.

21 We're now off the record.

2 (Cff the. record.)

3 Welre. back on the record.

24 We've not had anyone else sign up to speak, and so

-25 1'd tike to close the afterncon portion of the hearing
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1'm sure mory of you remember those years. If you

2 Locked at the river at that time, during the sumweer

3 months, boy, the temperature of that water was amezing. 1
4 think if you Looked st the gravel bars and the situation
5 where, what was happening with the streambeds, you can see
6 what low flows were doing to the river. You could see

7 what low flows were doing to the willow stands along the
B side of the river. [ think incressed flows, if you just
9 propose that, are really going to benefit the river both
10 ecologically and economically.

11 1 would like to tag onto a couple of comments that
12 ware mede by a couple of people esrlier. There was a

13 woman from the Six Rivers Canoeing Club. She made a

14 rumber of comments regarding the river flows and how it
15 affects her constituency, the whitewater canceists, and [
16 think everything that she said was very, very true in

17 terms of the recreational use of that river. Ed Duggan
18 also made some comments regarding the flows and how --

19 the fact that when the river fiows are essentially turned
20 down on October 15th, what a significant impact that has
21 on recreation as well. ['ve been up there quite a bit

22 over the Last two months doing whitewater rafting trips,
23 doirmg kayaking trips, and it's really an interesting

24 thing, once the water goes down that drastically, I think
25 both for the economics of the recreation industry up

1 low.

1 been located there, and my family has originated from

2 there, and when you talk about agreements that were wade,
3 treaties that were never ratified, when you talk about the
4 original Legislation that was enacted in 1955 that created
5 the dam on the Trinity River, promises have not been kept.
& Water transportation and water deliveries cut of the

7 basin, salmon habitat that has been destroyed or

8 nonexistent amymore, several hundred miles of habitat. 1
9 think we need to look at what the real problem is, and the
10 real problem, the bottom iine, is the dam, and until the
%1 Bureau of Reclamation, until all the associated counties
12 involved, look at the bottom line of actuatly removing the
13 dam, then the problem will never really be solved.

14 . This document that we're talking about today, that
15 we're discussing today, is the best effort so far. Does
16 it get us there where we need to be? No, it doesn't. But
17 1 think if we study it any longer, we!ll fail.  And by-
18 that | mean this is a 12-year process; it's a 14-year

19 procesz. But when you took at it from the originai

20 tegislation of 1955, you know it's a 30-or-40-year

21 process. And at some point in time we need to address the
22 real issue and we need to stop studying it and we need to
23 enact on the legislation, the original legisiation that

24 said that. Kot one delivery our of %he basin, not one

25 export would ever occur that would adversely affect those

there, but also just Logking at what happens to the r'iverr'-z
flow and the streambeds.

Lastly, I think that the river flows are absolutely
critical for s numbar of recraation industries up there,

including the whitewater rafting industry and the fishing

1
2
3
4
5
& industries.
7
8
9

Thank you.
THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you for your comments.
Duane Sherman? Is Duane Sherman here?
10 We'll set his card aside.
11 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Here he comes.
12 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Okay. Duane Sherman, would
13 you come up to the microphone, please. TYou're our next
14 speaker.
15 MR. SHERMAN: First of ail, let me identify that

16 ['m only here on behalf of myself and not as the chairman
17 of the Hoopa Valley Tribe,

18 (Speaking in foreign language; not reported.]

19 And what 1 said, was since time immemorial the

20 Hoopa Tribe has used the Trinity River. [t's importent tec
21 us because Tt's life-sustaining. It sustaing life not

22 only through acorns, through salwon, through deer, but it

" ¢ have come before me, 'Ll be there.

) &4
1 involved who depend upon that for their very Life.

2 Now, we have a lot of usar groups who have come in
3 here today and basically said that it doesn't go far

4 enough, and | agree with that, but they can pick up and go
5 use a differant river; they can pick up and go flyfish

6 somewhere else, go kayak someshere dise tomorrow. But I
7 have a cultural, historical tie to that valley, and I will
8 never, ever Leave that valley. Like the generations who
And hopefully in

10 10,000 years my family will still be there, and hopefully
11 this issue will be no longer.

12 But I will submit written corments as an

13 individual, not as -- not as the tribel representative,
14 and 1 would just hope that the recerd would be open long
15 enough. And I would hope the best science is being used,
16 because 1 don't think that what we've come ta agree.upon
17 today isn't going to be a political question where

18 comties, where tribal goverrwents, where state and

19 federal agencies get invoived, and it becomes a political
20 question where the best science is not being used or will
21 we actually use what we Know is right. And the bottom
22 Line is the dam hes to go.

23 mests a Lot more than that to us. In speaking as an 23 Thank you.
264 individual and knowing that sy roots run deep within the 24 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you for your time, Mr.
25 Hoopa Valley. For over 10,000 years the Hoopa tribe has 25 Sherman.
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1 with a reminder that we will be here again this evening

2 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

TRINITY RIVER 11-23-99 .
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1 Service are also at the hearing this evening. Many of

2 them are present in the back of the room or outside at the

6 and Wildlife Service, I welcome you to this public

7 hearing.

8 The U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.5. Buresu of
9 Reclamation, Woopa Valley Tribe and Trinity County are

10 conmnecting a joint process for taking comments in the

11 draft Environmentsl Impact Statement/Envirormental [mpact
12 Report for the Trinity River Mainstem Fishery Restoration.
13 My name is Robert Ruesink. The last name is

14 speiled R-U-E-S, as in Sierra, 1-M-K. ['m the supervisor
15 of the Snake River Besin Office of the Fish and Wildlife
16 Service in Boise, Idaho, and tonight I'll be serving as
17 the presiding official for this hearing.

18 We had a hearing this afterncon from 1:00 to 3:00
19 p.m., and this is the last in the series of the hearings;
20 we're scheduled to go until 8:00 p.m. this evening.

21 At the table with me are representatives from the
22 Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Reclamation, Hoopa
23 valley Tribe and Trinity County. TYou'll been hearing more
24 from these folks in just a sinute. i

25 Other representatives of the U.5. Fish and Wildlife

3 1'd Like to thank all of you for coming and making 3 information and the registration table. You will find
& statements this afternocon. . 4 additional information about Trinity River restoration at
5 The hearing -- or the afterncon portion of the 5 that informetion table, and 1'm sure thet the staff will
6 hearing, is hereby closed. We're off the record. 6 be happy to try to answer questions thet you may have
7 [Afternoon session concluded.3 7 about that restoration. :
874117 8 At this point I'd Like to introduce Bruce Halstead,
9 9 who will make the official-service presentation.
18 10 Bruce.
" 1 MR. HALSTEAD: Thank you, Bob.
12 - 12 Good evening. My name is Bruce Halstead. I'm with
13 13 the U.S. Fish and Wildtife Service in Arcata, California.
14 e Release of the draft Trinity River Mainstem Fishery
15 15 Restoration EIS/EIR is the latest step in a process that
16 16 Congress initiated several ysars to address iong-standing
17 17 concerns sbout the effacts of water diversion, instream
18 18 habitat, sedimentation, and the watershed management
19 - 19 issues on the Trinity River system’s health, including
20 20 its once-abundant salmon rums.
21 21 Congress directed the Secretary of the Interior to
2 22 evaluate the impact of these issues and to take steps to
23 2% restore the health of the Trinity Rivgr system. In
24 24 response to this Congressional mandate, the Department of
25 25 the Interior has been actively participating in a study
50 .
1 1 far more than 15 years. This has been a collaborative
2 EVENING SESSION &:00 ».M, 2 effort led by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 1.5.
3 3 Bureau of Reclamation, the Hoopa Valley Tribe and Trinity
4 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: We're on the record. 4 County.
5 Good evening. On behalf of the United States Fish 5 The EIS/EIR sumnsrizes the research that has been

& undertaken over the pest several years and identifies far
7 public comment seversl potential atternatives for

8 restoring the Trinity River system. Impacts comgidered
@ under the National Environmental Policy Act and the

19 california Environmental Quality Act are not limited to
11 impacts to the fishery rescurces of the Trinity River but
12 include all impacts of the action affecting the humen

13 envirorment. The Department encourages public comment on
14 all aspects of the draft EIS/EIR.

15 The public hearing is part of the comment process
16 on the draft EIS/EIR. It will be closed December 20th,
17 1999. A record of decision by the Secretary of the

18 Interior is expected in the early spring of 2000.

19 On behalf of the U.S. Fizh and Wildlife Service,
20 the Bureau of Reclamation, the Hoops Valley Tribe and

21 Trinity County, I thank you for the effort you have made
22 to attend this meeting and also thank you in advance for
23 your comments.

24 Now ['d like you to listen to some introductory
25 remarks from Supervisor Chris Erickson, who is a
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representative from Trinity County.

Chris.

MR. ERICKSOM: Thanks. I'm Chris Erickson,
Supervisor from Trinity County. And the reason Trinity
County is interested in these hearings is that we're the
lead agency under the California Environmental Quality Act
for this document.

On my right is Nike Orcutt from the Hoopa Valley
Tribe.

1 consideration of your comments, the four co-lead agem:iez",i
2 along with the cooperating agencies, will prepare a fimal
3 EIS/EIR.

& The purpose of this hearing is to receive your

5 comments on the drafr documents. Comments on all aspects
6 of the alternatives described in those documents are very
7 important and will be carefully considered. 8ecause of

& the importance of your s, it is Y that we
9 follow certain procedures here this evening.

10 Mike. 10 If you want to present comments at the hesring,

11 MR. ORCUTT: Good evening. ['m here on behalf of 11 please registar at the table outside this room. When you
12 the Hoopa Valley Tribe. I just wanmted to meke some brief 12 register, indicate any organization that you represent.
13 remarks, kind of give you the sense of kind of where we're | 13 When you are called ro present your comments, please come
14 coming from. 14 forward to the microphone in front. Begin your

The tribe that cwns aboutr 90,000 acres of land on
the lLower Trinity River and fish and wildlife resources of
the basin are important; they have been important to the
survival of the Hupa people for a good number of years.
The tribe has records of village sites, people, and the

15 presentation by stating your fult name, speil it for the
16 record, and indicate if you represent an organization.

17 This is an informal hearing, and therefore you will
18 not be questioned or eross ined in tion with

19 your comments, nor will any of the representatives of the

20 Hoopa pecple being on the lower Teinity River and at least | 20 agencies at the front table respond to your comments.
21 -- being there at least 7500 years. Ard the status of 21 Your comnents or questions are baing recorded by
22 that resource is one in which some of the background 22 the reporter to preserve them for the record. FPlease keep

information that is available will state, as well as in
the E1S, is that the status of the resources, one of which

23 in mind that the reporter Will not record any statements
24 from the sudience or which are made t; the audience.

25 -- at least one species is listed under the Endangered 25 Comments must be made into the microphone and addressed to
. } . 54 ) ) -

1 Species Act, and steelhesd, another important species, is 1 the agency representatives at the front table. Please

2 probably going to be Listed in the near future. Sao I 2 leave a copy of any written material to which you refer

3 think the trend in the basin is one in which thers's some 3 with the reporter or with the registration staff. If you

4 steady declines. We know some of the reasons behind that. 4 are reading your testimohy, we ask that you read slowly

5. And as is stated in some of the ecarlier remarks here, 5 for the reporter to be able to record your comments and

& Congress has Tntervenad, seeing the importance of the & have a verbatim record of those comments.

7 fishery to the basin, the pecple there, and the 1992 CWPIA | 7 Instead of presenting oral comments here this

8 legisiacion, then, is part of the sandate that's being 8 svening or in addition to orat comments, you may submit

9 fulfilled here in tertss of the flow study and the ¢ comments in writing. Mritten comments may be submitted

10 accompanying EIS. 10 this evening to the staff at the registration table or

" So we're here tonight to gather comments. And I 11 they may be mailed to Mr. Joe Polos, P-0-L-0-5, U.S. Fish

want to thark you in advance for taking an interest in
this important issue.

wildlife for the Trinity Basin for %1 years and

12" and Wildlife Sarvice; 1455 Heindon -- HeE-I-N-D-0-N --
13 Road, Arcata, California, 95521. This address is

14 MR. SMITH: Good evening. MWy name is Russell 14 availablie at the registration and information tables.

15 $mith. ['m the Envirormental and Natural Resources 15 Written comments will be accepted through December 20th,
.16 Division Chief of the Northern California area office, 16 1999, uritten coiments will be given the same

17 It's located at Shasta Dam. 17 consideration as oral comments that are presented here
18 The Trinity River is part of the Trinity division 18 this evening.

19 of the Central valtey project, and our office administers 19 At this time we are ready for our first spesker.
20 that project. I've been uorkirig to restore the fish and 20 Ms. Emelia Berot, would you please come to the

21 microphone, state your name and spell it for the record,

22 represented reclamation in this EIR/EIS process. 22 identify who you represent, and begin your cosments.

23 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you. 23 NS. BEROL: G5ood evening. My name is Emelia Berof,
24 Public comments on the draft EIS/EIR will be 26 E-M=E-L-i-A B-E-R-0-L. I live in Arcata, California.

25 sccepted until December 20th, 1999, After review and 25 I've lived in Northern California all of my life, and I
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moved to the South Fork Trinity in 1971 and lived there 7
for nine years. ['ve been interested in Trinity River and
Seuth Fork Trinity issues since those days. The last five
years l've been working as an envirormental journalist and
videographer on the Trinity River and produced a
documentary last year sbout the Trinities, so I'm very
familiar with the issues.

1 was not involved with the scoping for this flou
study. 1 wish I had been, because I feel that the study,
the way it was designed, is a bit of a stacked deck. 1
really don't like the fact that there was not an
alternative between 48 percent and 93 percent. [ don't
think that's really rational. Recent studies have shown
that there are other ways of managing the river besides
taking half the water or putting all of it back in.

16 L atso object to the fsct that the “no dam® option
wuas thrown out of the study. I understand that the --
thers are reasons that supposedly justify why that option
was eliminated, but, as a journalist, I've talked to a lot
of people in Trinity County and Weaverville; I've spent a
Lot of time wandering around the streets of Weaverville
talking to just everybody that lives there, sorks in the
stores. 1've interviewed a Lot of people for articles
1've written and for the video I made. And I don't know
anyone in Trinity County -- | honestly don't know anyone

- mh mb omh b b
Wb W DN W
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1 tribat, commercial and sports fisheries; and, fous,

2 econfirmation of the federal trust responsibility to

3 protect tribal fishery resources affacted by the TRD.

4 S0 what I'm reading here is that this iz not about
5 all thase other sconomic factors; it's about restoring the
& fish. The maximum alternative is probably the one that

7 will most Llikely restore the fishery. Taking down the

& Lewiston Dam i3 my vote, for starters. [f you really want
9 to restore the fishery, you can't restore the fishery

16 without the water,

-1 Secondly, the use of the uater, I think, is

12 wasteful. You can grow cottan in many other ptaces in the
13 worid besides the westiands. I used to grow alfalfa in wmy
14 orchard in Willow Creek, and I grow lettuce in my garden
15 every year, and any fool can grow [ettuce. Oniy wild

16 rivers produce witd salon, mxd the wild salmon are

17 disappesring. We're losing our salmon. We're losing the
18 steelhead. The Trinity River is a sourced river. As the
19 Trinities fisheries collapse, all these other rivers

20 throughout this region are cotiapsing. The Trinity is the
21 biggest tributary of the Kiamath River. The Klamath River
22 ESU i3 very important. If we lose that -- I mean, the

23 Sacramento anxd the Rogue are the biggeft == it's the

24 biggest river system in between those two large river

25 systems. We have a great responsibility here.

38
that wouldn't Like to see the dam cowe down. [ think it's

a terrible injustice that thaet was not sven looked at.

I also notice that three of the altermatives, the
"ng action® and the state, and there's another one, all of
them seem to favor the benefiters of the dams, the people
who use the resource. It doesn't benefit the pecple of
Trinity County. So I think it would have been fair to
them to at least consider the "no dow™ option.

With that said, L'l go on.
10 The E1S -- this is falling over. 1 want to read
from the executive summary, What it says, the purpose and
12 need for the action. :
13 It says: “The purpose of the proposed action is to
14 restore and maintain the natural production of anadromous
15 fish on the Trinity River mainstem downstresm of Lewiston
16 Dam. The need for this action results from Congress.
17 One, mandste that diversions of water from the Trinity
18 River to the Central Valley project not be detrimental to
19 Trinity River fish and wildlife rescurces; two, finding
20 that construction and operation of the Trinity River
21 division as well as other factors have contributed to
22 detrimental offects to habitat and have resulted in
23 drastic reductions in anadromeus fish poputations; three,
24 tinding that restoration of depleted stoecks of maturally
25 produced anadromous fish s critical to the dependent

0N hW W e

-
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1 The preferred aliternative is certainly the teast @
2 that would be acceptabie. The least. 1 don’t like that
3 this ig -- could be turned into a political issue. I

4 mean, [ think we have plenty of good science. We have

5 plenty of good legal grounds that are stated in the

& executive summary.

7 S0, in closing, [ ask you to meke the decision, to
8 encourage the decision, that wiil restore the fishery,

9 truly restore the fishery. Mechanical manipulations have
10 proven themselves costly and not necessarily effective.
11‘ So that's all I have o say. Again, I would like
12 to just reiterate that we’re losing our wild saimon stocks
13 all up and down the West Coast. The Trinity River is one
14 of the most important fisheries that we had in this entire
15 stretch of the West Coast, and I think that needs to be a
16 priority consideration,

(14 Thank you.

18 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you for your comments.
19 Our next speaker is Kristi Wrigley.

20 MS. WRIGLEY: My name is Kristi, K-R-1-S-T-f,

21 Wrigley, W-R-I-G-L-E-¥. And I live in Elk River. I've
22 lived in Humboldt County most of my Life. [ wos educated

25 out of here and lived out of the county for ten years.
24 1 would tike to say that in the last couple of
25 months 1 went to a Water Quality meeting where we listened
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1 to a gentleman tell us about the studies on the Trinity &1
2 River, and when the dam was originally designed they did a
3 study to see how much of the water that should be
4 diverted, and 1 don't remember the exact alternative but
5 I'Ul be pretty close. 1t was something like 52 percent --
& wus not wore than 52 percent of the water should be
7 diverted. And recently another study was concuctad over
& many years at a cost to us that do our best to pay our
9 taxes, and it determined that the process of the diversion
shouldn't be more than 53 percent. And right now it
11 stands at 71 percent. It's gone as high as 90 percent,
that [*m aware of.

I do not understand how the political strengths can
override the pragmatic and the science that has so
15 strenucusly been put frto these studies and to take the
water away. It does not moke good sense. You are -- we
are the ones that are reslly paying the price. The fish
18 are paying the higher price. It does not make sense to
19 divert more than 30 percent, in my understanding, of using
20 common sense, good judgment and consideration for the )
21 environment that we are trying to live from over the long
22
3
24
25

run.

1 also am of farming heritage, and find it rather
deplorable that we export water to an area to grow food
and truck it back up here when we could produce more of

1 minute -- the pdrpose and need to restore the naturai

2 production of fish and wildlife,

3 So it's my understanding that the scoping for this
4 project and the alternatives was developed mora than a

5 decade ago. Can you tell me whether that was true?

& Mr. haistead?

7 THE BEARING OFFICIAL: Mr. Noell, we're really here
B to get your comments, concerns and questions, and we're

9 not answering those questions, at teast in the hearing

10 here. 1f we do take a break, I would encourage you to

11 seek some of the Fish and Wildlife Service staff that will
12 be at the information table to have thar discussion, but
13 here we're just really taking your comments and entetring
14 into. the record.

15 MR, NOELL: Okay.
16 up and speak, then?

17 THE KEARING OFFICIAL: Well, again, we will not

18 have a response here this evening on the record to the

19 questions, but they can certainly be a part of a

20 discussion that youy would have with staff from the Fish
21 and Wildlife Service if we take a break from the hearing.
22 But the purpose and the time allotted was really to allow
23 everyone a chance to spesk and give.cmts onh those

24 draft documents.
= MR. NOELL:

It is an invitation to come back

And that was to get -- | suppose to

1 that food ourseives, if we could make use of some of our62

2 own growing lands up here. But itis not a very viable

3 alterpative right now. Water's pretty expensive.

4 So 1 wouid be advocate that you -- certainly not

5 wore than 30 percent, if that much, if you really want

6 fish, and we do, take the dam down.

7 Thank you. ]

8 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you.

9 Jesse Noell.

MR. NOELL:

11 N-O-E-L-L.

tonight.
1t's my understanding that there are problems with

fish populations. Several of the commenters have pointed

15 this out, and { understand that that was the reason for

the flow study in part, to lock at the impacts on the fish

17 poputation, including temperature. And Emelia Berol just

pointed out that she was advocating remcval of the

Lewiston Dam. 'd like to Xnow why it was that that was

not considered. It seems that that would provide eight or

21 nine more miles of habitat and for spawning and rearing,

My name is Jesse Noell, J-E-§-S-E
Thank you for the opportunity to speak

1 give people who don't write an opportunity to speak im:o“

2 the microphone and have the court recorder record what

3 they said, right? '

4. THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Well, again, it is not

5 intended to be a question-and-answer type of a session;
& we're here to listen to you and everyone else that may

7 have something to say about the proposal. -
‘B MR. HOELL: Okay, Thank youy for considering my

9 comments, and I hope that you'll reopen the scoping to
10 address some of these alternatives that have not been

11 given proper consideration. I think it's important in
12 this case, because both the ccho and now other salmonids
13 are being listed, and they weren't considerad. That

14 wasn't right at the time, at the time that the scoping of
15 the issues was developed.

% So, with that, [ close my remarks, and 1 thenk you.
17 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you,

18 Denver Netson.

ki MR. NELSOM: I spoke to you once before. Can I

20 spesk again?

21 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Yes.

22 and that's one of the things thar needs to be accomplished | 22 Please state your name again and speil it for the

23 if we're to bring back the fish, is an increase in that. 23 record. .

24 Seems that that would fit one of the objectives of the 24 MR. NELSON: Denver Nelson, N-E-L-5-0-N,

25 proposed -+ 1 might have to put on my glasses here for a 25 I gave you sort of a technical talk eariier today,
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and [ was inspired by the Hoopa tribal chairman, who

outlined that he «- his people had iived in the area for -
10,000 years, and, you know, the Legal precedent for that,
of course, is the Tribal Trust Act, which is taken care
of, or at teast talked about, in these documents.

1 North Cosst that cen result from additional water flow ogT
2 the Trinity River.

3 Although I'm aware this decision is focused on

4 restoration of fish and wildlife, I want to elaborate on a
5 complementing benefit that increased water flows will have

6 There's another -- you know, [ have had a place on 6 on commercial rafting and tourism, 1 appreciate the

7 the Kiamath River for many years, and [ feel probably as 7 opportunity to finally meke comment on this long overdue
8 strongly as the tribal chairman does about the river, and 8 EIS/EIR. | believe the time has come to complate this

9 1 think the {egal precedence for that is the Public Trust 9 process, and I urge you not to extend the comment period
t0 Doctrina. And I actually went home and reviewed, did a 10 beyond the December 20th deadlime that is currently

11 search on the (0 of these documents, and there is not much | 11 established.

12
13

mention of the Public Trust Doctrine. So I came back to
make sure that the Public Trust Doctrine s included in

12 I'm preparing for my thirteenth year in commercial
13 whitewater rafting industry in Northern California, with

14 your discussions and decisions. [ have brought it up once | 14 the Trinity River being my company's single biggest, most
15 before at a Bureau of Reclamation hearing and people 15 important river used in commercial rafting. Over the past
16 didn't know what it was, so I thought I would quote to you | 16 decade, commercial rafting has incressed dromstically on
17 what the Public Trust Doctrine is. 17 the Trinity River, with locally owned companies being the
18 It's a -- and this is from the state lands 18 targest commercial users on the main fork angd its

19 Department, the solicitor, ’ 19 tributaries. In the mid-nineties, the Big Sar Ranger
20 "The public trust doctrine is an affirmation of the 20 District saw 100-percent increase annually in commercial
21 duty of the state to protect the people's common heritage 21 use. 1In 1988, previous to additional water flow befng
22 in streams, lakes, marshiands and tidelands, surrouning 22 released, there were simply 500 commercial user days. By
23 that right of protection only in rare cases when the 23 1994, there was 5,000 commercial user days. That's
24 abandornment of that right is consistent with the purposes 24 1000-percent increase in a six-year period of time. Most
25 of the trust. And, of course, the Public Trust Boctrine 25 of this increase occurred in the years of 1592 through

. . e s 66 . . . - .

1 is the basis for the Mono Lake decision which overturned 1 19%4. This is the same time period the administrative

2 the water rights of Los Angeles County and that changed 2 appeal had been filed by the Hoopa tribe, which guaranteed
3 the flow of the Lot Angeles aqueduct, and I think it's 3 a winimm water flow of 340,000 acre-feet per year.

4 very important to understand and use that as one of the 4 Essentially, increased water flows equated out to

5 legal precedences in -- along with the Tribal Trust 5 incressed boom and business thet was nonexistent to

6 Doctrine for sort of nontribal people. I think it‘s very & pre-1988.

7 important that you consider and act upon the Pubtic Trust 7 Most rafting cospanies on the Trinity have shown a
8 Doctrine in the flow studies and in the EIR and EIS. B steady increase in growth over the past decade, some vears
9 Thank you. 9 showing more than a 25-percent increage snnually in the
10 " THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you for those 10 number of commercial whitewater user days. It's clesr to
11 additional comments, Mr. Nelson. 1:I me that this demonstrates that a reliable water flow has

12 Jaime O'Donnetd. 12 ans impact on the growth of commercial rafting on the
13 MR. O'DONNELL: Hello. My name is Jaime, 13 Trinity River, Of the 22 permitted rafting companies on
14 J-A-1-M-£, O'Donnell, 0-D-O0-N-N-E-L-L. ['m the owner of 14 the Trinfty River, 50 percent are Northern California,

15 Aurora River Adventures. It's one of the largest

16 whitewater rafting companies in the northwest part of

17 California. Wwe are based on the Trinity River, [ am also
18 on the board of the Friends of the Trinity River. I'm one
19 of the Liaison and lead members of the Six Rivers

20 outfittear Guide Association. And I'm also a designated

21 rep for California Outdoors, which is the largest trade
22 association for commercial whitewater rafting companies in
23 california.

24 I'm here to express my concern and absolute

25 conviction of the economic benefits and prosperity on the

TRINITY

15 locally based operations. These 12 refting companies boat
16 primarily on the Trinity River, and that's defined by at
17 Least 60 percent of their gross revenues achieved on the
18 Teinity. The spproximate annual gross revenue generaﬁr.l
19 by these companies is between 400,000 and $500,000. The
20 California State Office of Tourism has statistical

21 information that shows a recycling factor of approximately
22 3.5 times for the recreational tourisa dollar,

23 Specifically, this means that for every dollar generated
24 by North Coast rafting companies, these dotlars are reused
25 within our host communities 3.5 times. Therefore, the
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economic impact of commercial rafting alome comes into :ﬁZ
range of 1.4- to 1.75 million doilars annually.

Downstream users benefitting from this explosive
growth include restaurants, motels, service-provider
companies, private and government campgrounds. Economic
gain is not only generated by the visitor or specific
client, but it is also fett throughout the counties by the
amount of employment opportunities. My business has
experienced a rapid growth in payroll and mumber of
employees annually since about 1995.

Additional water releases during low run-off
months, specifically, from July 1st through September
30th, would ensure an adequate, reliabte supply of water
to allow our industry to continue to grow and contribute
to the economies of Humboldt and Trinity counties.
increased water flow during these times would have
significant impact, enabling companies to book trips to
the end of September. Currently, most commerciat
outfitter reservations are sharply reduced after Labor
Lay, when the flow has traditionaliy been cut back to an
inedequate level to perform towmercial ventures.

Another specific econcmic gain for rafting
companies would be the cpportunity to utilize the Burnt
Ranch Gorge. throughout the summer. Although there are
only four permits issued on the gorge, the use can be

gl

1 Aida Parkinson.
2 HS. PARKINSON: Good evening. My name is Aida
3 Parkinson. It's A-I-D-A P-A-R-K-1-N-$-0-N. {'ve been a

4 resident of Humboldt County simce 1992, and 1'm a native
5 cCalifornian for about several generations back. I'd like
& to comment on the recreational amalysis for the whitewater
7 boating section.

8 Table 3.32 identifies a preferred flow range for

9 whitewater rafting_-and kaysking as 300 to 8,000 cubic feet
10 per second. Three hundrad curb fest per second is too low
11 for sefe and enjoyable whitewater keyaking. I've kayaked
12 about 100 days a yesr since probably 1994. 1 actually

13 have a full-time job. 1 have kaysked at Least once a

14 month since 1993 throughout the year, and I average about
15 30 runs a year on the mainstem of the Trinity at all water
16 levels, between 30C up to about 15,000 CFS. Four hundred
17 fifty CFS would be a more preferred minimal flow. An

18 optimal fiow was not really identified in your

19 recreational analysis, and there are presently standards
20 for developing preferred. thresholds for whitewater

21 kaysking. FERC is using those in its relicensing

22 projects.

3 With respect to alternatives f.nr- restoration,

264 restoration of the Trinity River ecosystem requires a

25 minimal diversion from the river, What's good for the

extremely high, The season for the gorge is completely n
dependent on flow and relesse. Increases of water from
the current 430 to approximately 800 CSF from July ist to
September 15th would guarantes thase outfitters an
opportunity that presently ends sometime in early summer.
Although my expertise is in commercial uses of the river,
the use of private individual boaters, boating and
canoeing clubs and rentel companies also has dramatically
increased over the past decade. Additional water releases
would also greatly sugment this use. Despite the
difficulty in accusulating exsct figures for privete use,
they also have a significant impact on the econowy of the
Trinity River Basin in both counties.

In closing, I'm urging you to support additional
water releases for the ecomomic benefits of the recreation
industry, our affiliates, and other downstresm users. The
original legislation creating the Trinity River division
clearly prioritized Trinity fish and wildlife over any
diversions to the CVP. I believe the flow evaluation
alternative will provide the Trinity River with adequate
water needed to restore the fisheries and support the
developing recreation tourism dependent on the Trinity

1 fish will moke the kayakers happy. The flow schedules
2 under the flow evaluation aiternative do not provide

3 sufficient water for restoration of the fisheries. My
4 preferonce would be for a das-removal alternetive, and
5 that particular aiternative should probably be carried
& through for a fuil snalysis in the final EIS.

7 -~  We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this.
8 Thank you very much. )

¢ THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you for your comment.
10 Dan Doble.

1 MR. DOBLE: Good avening. My name is Dan, D-A-N,

12 0-0-8-L-E, ond I represent myself and the Northern

13 California council of Trout Unlimited, which I am the

14 Northern California president of,

15 At this time our mesbership has had some interest,
16 of course, and that's becsuse we are very profoundly

17 interested in the salmon and steelhsad restoration in all
18 of Northern California, Trinity River being a particular
19 interest. Ristorically, the runs were some of the best
20 courses in the nation. The mesbership that I hold mysetf
21 and others representing several thousand members in our
22 staté have the unique opportunity, having been educated,

23 River, 23 to same extent or spother, as to the environmental

24 Thank you. 24 recourse and the circumstances.involved with the removat

25 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you for your comments. | 25 of water from the river. The responge has been almost
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1 universally, even though, of course, Life in the valley

2 is somewhat dependent on water resources there, that the
3 only fair alternative, given only two choices of 42

4 percent or 98 percent, would of course be favorable to the
5 98 percent return of water. Privately, most would support
6 removal of Lewiston Dam with very, very little urging.

7 T would like to go on record as supporting the most
8 possible return of water to the Trinity River for all the
9 economic, recreational and, of course, for the fish

10 themselves.

1 1 thank you very much for allowing me to comnent.
12 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you for your comment.
13 Dave Morrow.

14 MR. MORROW: Good evening. My name is David

15 Morrow, M-0-R-R-0O-W.

156 Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you

17 tonight. ‘

18 My family are farmers in the Central Valley, and in

19 Paso Robles area of 5an Luis Ubispo County. We grow swall
20 grains and we have vineyards, and those crops are heavy
21 water users. We pump fossil water from deep wells, and
22 our irrigation costs for vineyards can average about

23 $1,000 a day for a 40-acre biock. That would be usually
24 irrigated once a week for about 20 weeks a year.

25 One of the problems that we have as growers is

1 think, just on a fairness doctrine, it would be much .oris
2 wfficient if the farmers who receive water from the

3 Trinity and other systems iike this paid the fair market
4 value and they were actually competing on a level playing
5 field, because right now, through the system that's been
& devised back in the fifties and sixties, you know, it's an
7 inefficient allocation of resources.

8 I went aver to the dam yesterday, which was the

¥ anniversary of Presidént Kennedy's death, and lListened to
10 his voice at the dam. You can push the button and you can
11 hear him talking sbout this wonderful dam and how it's

12 providing a use of the water and it's no longer wastefully
13 going out into the ocean. That was a few months ~- I

14 think in July, he gave that speech, a few months before
15 his death in 1963. Mell, times have changed. You know,
16 the population of the United States is about 100 million
17 more, and the population of California has guintupled.

18 There's a tremendous demsnd on resources for fisheries,

19 for recreation, for wildlife, and the amount of wiid

20 resources hes reai Ly diminished to the extent that the

21 Trinity is a real gem.

22 And 1 advocate restoration of the flous to the

23 water that will sustain a real heali.:hy fish population.

24 The fish is obviously a real important part of the food
25 chain for the birds asd the animals that Live aiong the

T4
T trying to compete with farmers who have access to the

2 canat water, which is heavily subsidized by the federui

3 government through the construction of dams and canal

4 system. And [ probably would not be popular with these

5 users in advocating more of a fair merket.

6 The basic thing that ['ve seen in farming is that
7 when a resource is cheap it's wasted. For instance, my

8 family uses drip irrigation on our vineyards. People in
@ other parts of the valley who have access to what we call
10 "ditch water," or the Central Water project or other

$1 sources Like that, usually use furrow irrigation, or

12 sometimes they'tl use sprinkier sets. And sprinkters have
13 about a 40-percent evaporation rate. Furrom irrigation is
14 very wasteful, because you have to put & lot of water in
15 at the beginning to push it out to the far end of the

16 field, and there's a tremendous amount of water loss down
17 below the root zone at your initial point of pumping.

18 Row, people say, well, that's family farmera who
19 are dependent upon those water sources. One of our

20 neighbors who grows cotton i Westloke Farms. Their

21 9,600-acre farm, they pusp water using D-8 and p-9 cets
22 through pumps that have a 20-inch outfall in roughly

23 10,000 gallons a minute, and they irrigate cotton and

24 other crops with, again, heavily subsidized water.

25 So when we look at the econowics of this project, 1

1 river, and the people who actually lived on fish for r.\arI6
2 of the year. There's a lot of poor people in this county
3 who have told me that they used to eat a lot of salwon and
4 gteelhead when it was an sbundant resource. We've kind of
5 forgotten about them in the whole economic matrix.

6 Eventually, 1 advocate just removing the dam, and I think
7 it's only fair to consider that in the EIS. You can look
8 at it in terms of wildlife or in terms of recreation, but
9 also it's just o matter of fairness to the other farmers
10 that we resove these unfair and inequalities and these
11 subsidies that make paople Like myself or my family,
12 actualiy drives own tractors and don't have a big
13 operation -- it gives us a Lot more of a chance.

1% . Thank you.

15 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you, Mr. Morrow, for
16 those comments.

w7 Werdly Ring.

18 MS. RING: Good evening. My name is Wendy Ring,

19 and I'm a family doctor who's worked for the past nine
20 years in a mobile clinic serving low-income people in
21 Humboldt and Del Horte counties. Among my patients are
22 hard-working fishermen who are unable to afford health
23 care for themselves or their family; owners of small,
24 tourism-dependent businesses severaly impacted by sport~
25 fishing Limits, and Yurok and Xaruk native pecple
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1 struggling with alcohol, drugs and family disruption

2 ariging from the loss of their culturat heritage arnd

3 traditional way of Llife. ’

4 Diverting water from the Trinity River causes not
S only envirormental degradation but alse economic, social
6 and spiritual impoverishment of our region. The dam, in
7 human terms, is already grave. It has taken my profession
3 a long time not to play God. Who are we to decide that
9 the salmon god put here in our rivers or the people who
10 depend on them have less value than the profits of

11 agribusiness. When you take our water, you take our

12 future. Please give us back our wild and free-flowing
13 river. '

14 Thank you.
15 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you.
16 At this time we have heard from everyone that

17 filted out a slip and registered to speak, If there's
18 anyone in the audience who wishes to make a statement at
19 this time, please go to the registration table and fill
20 out a card, and you'll have an opportunity to do so.

21 If there's no one that wishes to do so at thig
22 time, we'll go off the record and reconvene when we have
23 someone in addition that wishes to gspeak.

24 We're off the record.

25 (Off the record. )

1 ameliorating effects that historically massive spring anz9
2 summer snow-melt flows of the Trinity have on the

3 temperature-plagued Xlamath River? Before the reduction
& of flows, almost 50 miles of the Klamath below the

5 confluence of the two rivers was once Likely a highly

& productive nursery habitat for outmigrating juvenile

7 salmonids of both rivers. Historically created by the

8 warm, oréanically rich waters of the Klamath, flowing from
9 the Oregon deserts and commingling with the cold

10 mineral-rich waters of the Trinity Basin mountain snow

11 melt, it was the classic conditions for an ecologicai

12 bloom. The loss of this nursery cbviously reduces the

13 size and, thus, survivability of ocean entry of both

14 Klamath and Trinity satmonid outmigrants. No amount of

15 maniputation of physical habitat parameters can mitigate
16 this present impact of the Clare Engle Dam. Return of the
17 unimpeded natural Trinity River flows is the only

18 physically possible method of recreating this formerly,

19 incredibly productive habitat of the Klamath/Trinity River
20 system.

21 Have the Trinity River fiow studies investigated
22 impact of the yesrly loss of hundreds of millions of

23 salmonid outmigrants of the Klalnthf.l'rinity system on the’
24 predator/prey relationship of so-calied ocean conditions?
25 william Percy, in “Ocean Ecology of North Pacific

1 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: We do have one more perso!'l78
2 that wishes to make s statement, so we're back on the

3 record.

& And at this time I'd Uike to invite John McKeon to
5 come up to the wmicrophone, plesse. State your name, spell
6 it for the record, and indicate who you're representing.
7 MR. MCKEON: My name is John McKeon, M-C-K-E-O-N.

8 I'm a senior associate with the envircmmental consulting
9 firm of Affiliated Researchers with offices in Michigan

10 and Californis. I am a commercial fisherman; until

11 recently, owner of Fish and Game vesset number 22354, the
12 Cindy Lee.™ I'm a board member of the Humboldt Watershed
13 Council. I am here tonight on my own behalf as a

14 professional biologist, as an owner of a drift boat, and a
15 sportfishing enthusiast.

16 Before [ start, 1'd tike to commend all the people
17 who have put so much iurd work and time over the years in
18 attempting to rebuild the stocks of Klamath/Trinity River
19 fish.

20 The Trinity River flow studies have focused on the
21 physical habitat paremeters created by rectxed flow and
22 changed flow regimes in the Trinity River itself. The

23 wider ecological impacts to a much greater environmental
24 sphere have received little attention. Have the Trinity
25 River flow studies given consideration to the temperature-

1 Saimonids,% calculated that just the common murre marine
2 population consumes 150,000 juvenile salmonids per day.

3 Mith the crash of Klamath Trinity satmenid populations, -
4 the highly mobile predators of the sea, both avien and

5 mammalian, obviously flock to and congregate at the other
6 mouths of tivers up and down the coast and hammer the

7 limited populations of the smaller rivers, such as the

8 Chetco, the Elk, Redhood Creek, the Smith, the Mad, the
9 Eel, the Mattole, the Sixes, the Pistol, et cetera, et

10 cetera. )

1 it is my opinion, as a professional biologist, that
12 arguments of similar coast-wide fluctuations of salmonid
13 populations which point to vaguely defined ocean

14 conditions can, to a great degree, be attributed to this
15 impact of Clare Engle Dam on the ocean ecology of

16 predator/prey relationships. Again, return of unimpeded
17 natural flows to the Trinity River is the only physically
18 possible mth;d of rebalancing the predator/prey

19 relationships in protecting the smaller rivers from over-
20 predation. _

21 Have the Trinity River flow studies considered the
22 impacts of Clare Engle Dam on the salmonid metapopulation
23 structure of the Klamath/Trinity system? Cooper and

24 Wangel, 1998, in a study titled "The Danger of Ignoring
25 Meta Population Structure for the Conservation of
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1 Salmonids," published in Voluwe 97 of the Mational Harin21
2 Fisheries Service "Journal of Fisheries,® found that the
3 various demes, or populations of individual streams of the
& Columbia River system, could be classified as either

5 sources or sinks of the yreater matapopulation of the

6 system. They attribute this phenomencn to the

7 evolutionarily stable strategy of a documented, up to 27-
8 percent strain of chinocok populations, and up to 40-

9 percent strain of coho, in their spawning returns to fresh
10 water. They found the danger to fisheries irwestigations
11 are that by simply monitoring so-called pitot-indicator

12 streams, such as Pine Creek on the Klamath or Mew River or
13 Horse Linto Creek on the Trinity, that although

14 populations may hold steady or even increase for as long
15 as 20 years, those results can be due, to a large dagree,
16 to the strain effect from source stream populations. With
17 the change from source stresms to sinks through habitat

18 degradation, inability to successfully complets

19 outmigration or change predator/prey reiationships of

20 ocean conditions, entire metapopulations of salmonids can
21 crash with Little or few warning indications.

22 Clare Engle Dam effectively eliminated many likely
23 source stream population demes. Genetic studies as early
24 as 1980 chronicled in "Salwonid Ecosystems of the North
25 Pacific,” in the study %Population Structures of

1 model for salmonid metapopulations, focusing on source m?i
2 sink populations, and used the model to highlight the

3 dangers of ignoring this structure in conservation

4 efforts. We show that exactly the wrong conservation

5 efforts mey occur if metapopulation structure exists but
6 is ignored.

7 Thank you very much.

8 THE HEARING OFFICIAL: Thank you for your comments.
9 Is there anyone else that wishes to make comment?
10 I don't have any other registration slips, but this

11 is your last chance. If you would like to make a
12 statement, please fill cut a registration slip. We do
13 have a few mirutes left before the hearing 13 scheduled to
14 be adjourned.
15 If not, we'll go off the record right now.
(Off the record.)

THE HEARING OFFICIAL: We're back on the record.

We have received no additional slips for people
wishing to make a statement, so on behalf of the U.5. Fish
and Wildlife Service and cooperating agencies, we
appreciate the time and effort that you took this evening
to present your comments. They've been very informetive
and Will be fully considered in u-.m'rw to a final
decigion. ]

The hearing is closed. ue‘re off the record.

-
o

PRONRBEIES

1 Indigenous Salmonid Species of the Pacific Northwest hez
2 Fred M. Utter, et al., identified the unicue atleles

3 carried by upriver stocks of the Columbia Basin

4 metapopulation. The loss of the genetic diversity of

3 alleles carried by the fish once spawning and rearing in
& the year-round cold water streams above Clare Engle Dam

7 cannot be mitigated by eny processes or procedures

8 instituted at the Trinity River hatchery.

g Again, return of unimpeded natural flows to the

[Hearfng concluded.]
STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
}  ss.
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT )

I, TANIA N. BRUNELL, Certified Shorthand
Reporter of the State of California, do hereby certify
that I reported and transcribed the foregoing pages 1
through 83, in the matter of the EIS/EIR for the Trinity

MNP W -

10 Trinity River is the only possible method of rebuilding 10 River Mainstem Fishery Restoration, November 23, 1999,

11 the genetically viable sand diverse Klamath/Trinity meta- 1 .

12 population structure of salmonid stocks to historic 12 DATED this _ day of .

13 levels. 13 1999,

14 In conclusion, I would Llike to read the abstract of | 14

15 the Cooper and Mangei study, "The Danger of Ignoring 15

16 Metepopulation Structure in the Congservation of 16

17 Salmonids w7 TANIA ¥. BRUNELL

18 "Abstract: Becsuse of their tendency to return to 18 GSR #2777

19 natal streams, salmonid populations have often been viewed | 19

20 in ecological isolation. Although the notion of an 26

21 evotutionarily significant unit, ESU, recognizes dispersal | 21

22 on evolutionary time scales, we investigated the 22

23 consequences of dispersal. Strain, on an ecological time 23

24 scale, where strain creates a metapopulation structure for | 26

25 salmonid streams within an ESU. We developed a simple =
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