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The CNPS Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants is a widely-recognized 

resource that directly guides rare plant protection, conservation planning, and land 

acquisition and management in California. CNPS published the 'rst edition of its 

Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants in 1974, and published its last print 

edition (V. 6) in 2001. In 2001, the Inventory switched to being online (V. 7, 

developed and maintained by Larry Levine), and is currently in its 8th edition.

Today, the 8th edition is available online, where conservationists, consultants, 

planners, researchers, and resource managers use it on a daily basis to help 

educate landowners and public policy makers about the importance of rare plant 

stewardship and conservation. Individuals preparing environmental documents 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review often use the Inventory to 

determine the potential for resource con7icts and to develop project-speci'c lists 

of rare plants to target during botanical surveys. Conservationists and resource 

managers use the same information to review environmental documents and 

prepare public testimony to in7uence decision-makers.

Inventory Details

California Rare Plant Ranks 

Considered but rejected taxa 

Taxa not included in the inventory and why 

Postponed taxa 

Interpreting lists from past editions in relation to California Rare Plant 
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
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Access the online database.

Online Inventory
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3rd Edition

(1984)

4th Edition

(1988)

5th Edition

(1994)

6th Edition

(2001)

In collaboration with the California Lichen Society’s (CALS) Conservation Committee, 

the CNPS Rare Plant Program began including Lichens of Conservation Concern in 

the CNPS Inventory in 2014.

As with vascular and non-vascular plants in the Inventory, the CNPS Rare Plant 

Program updates and maintains information on rare lichens through contributions from 

botanists along with the review of data submitted to the CNDDB. Unlike vascular and 

Lichens of Conservation Concern
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non-vascular plants, however, additions and status changes to lichens in the Inventory 

are based on the CALS Conservation Committee’s sponsorship process instead of the 

Rare Plant Status Review Process. For additional information about Lichens of 

Conservation Concern, please view their sponsorships available on the CALS website, 

as well as the data provided on them in the Online Inventory.

The 8th Online edition would not have 

been possible without generous 

supporters. CNPS offers our sincere 

appreciation for these 'nancial 

contributions, as well as the combined 

efforts of many others who’ve helped 

make this resource possible. To support 

ongoing enhancements to the Inventory, 

please contact CNPS Executive Director 

Dan Gluesenkamp or use the donate 

button below.

Support the Inventory!

From the Blog

DONATE
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 SEE MORE 

Governor’s Biodiversity Actions Mark 

Unprecedented Call for Native Plant 

Protection

The governor's actions are among the 'rst 

to unambiguously emphasize the critical 

importance of saving California’s native 

plants. 

The Governor’s Biodiversity Initiative | 

Top Three Take-Aways

The Governor's new Biodiversity Initiative 

is a victory for native plants and a 

important validation of CNPS work. 

California Protects New Endangered 

Species Thanks to Volunteer Botany 

Heroes

The coast yellow leptosiphon and the 

Lassics lupine now have state 

endangered species protection, thanks in 

large part to two CNPS members. 

Stay Connected 
Get updates and action alerts from CNPS

The California Native Plant Society is dedicated to 

celebrating California's native plant heritage and 

preserving it for future generations.

About CNPS

Conservation

Gardening

Plant Science

Education

Donate to CNPS

Membership

Pro<le Login

Jobs

© California Native Plant Society. All rights reserved. 

Accountability | Contact us

SIGN UP

    

NEWS & STORIES ABOUT CNPS OUR WORK HELPFUL TOOLS GET INVOLVED JOIN / RENEW GIVE 


