{\/) ® @""‘Lﬁ-"‘} ART Tav ST £8P 7 o
] i ‘] ;-._..,_-4 L8 T RINTEnT ¢
% , '.{ﬁ.lé\'i.éf" Shenmon
RTT AINAEL LR E e E'%!
K L85 aem o SERERLES
C8Y CEICG - = IIRRARY
E A o

e T ~ n T
THE FOOTHILLS O THE SITES QUADRANGLE:

FRe® ¢ w35 7o

(VE CAL
MLLL—(W\’ \rwﬂit._WLJ_l_é
)

-P"hn.‘% 40/{:‘;{-(_,5,.‘.{2 Qm&agé}a
LIV C™ e




)

i:)

I\‘Tl ﬂODUL}T‘ ..LOI\T + & 3 a

A U9acrmpt10n .
Purpose .+ . . .

'Lf_-.,C RO U—N—J * - - -] -

Physiocvnnhv aﬂd Geology
Area
Xn1ﬁra313na by Wnlue

Indians of the !
Early

LOGY OF SELE

e
Mill's Orchards
ture Land Uses

.

i
b

;

L

*

e

L]

+

i)

L]

TED LAND U3ES

-

-

»

-

tone Corral--Open Range Grazing
he Stone Quarries

- >
@ -
a -
- -
a -

—t

—

REALY ) (VR W

3

—
N NNo~3 T

e
oo

’_J-






ir
=% CATIORNIA ror e
C8U coren, = LOLLECTIR

_X TAERLY me g z jg_}ﬁ?

INTRODUCT ION

oothills of the Inner Coast Ranges, Trom

-

The low rolling
the Orland area south, face the Sacramento Valley as if they
were The children &f tThe mountains behind 211 lined up for a

group portrait. The smaller foothills in front, ssated ran-

[}

domly, rounded, like overturned bowls of various sizes, naked,

suddeniy

{D

thelir gmooth skin the color of whzat, except for th
. 2 *

appearing and suddenly dissappearing gresn of Winter and Soring.

Immediately behind them the larger, taller foothills appear to

[

lie sidewsys, elongated in shape, but still rounded in feature,
nakéd, except for rare scattered patchés of dark green oak,‘
their skin smooth execspi for the roughness of occasional rock
outecroppings. Behind them are the hills aléo'eloﬂgated, clothed

in dark green oak, and behind the hills, the mountains stand.

Puﬁﬁésé

The foothills though, hold a peculié: Tascination becauss
nf their sameness of appearance and becszuse of the sgearcity of
cultural features upon them. This paper results from an inves-

tigetion »f past and future land uses within the foothill ares
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e2ble changss have

cr
j..J.

During the past Two decades few no
cecurred within the area. The primary and only continuous scon-
omic activities have besn sheep grazing during the Winter and
3 fiﬁg and dry graih farming on the mores gentle slopes Tacing
the Szecramento Valley. The low intensity of th
and ths fesuTtanu 1ow economic yields
vatisn £or this stud_y.1

ast and futurs lsnd usss, this
3

As &n investigation of »
study will attemnt to answer the following guestions. What

other significant land uses has This area supported in the

past? What noticeable landscape changes has man Wwrougni as

he

o

a result of

[4H]

e mactivities? What fubure land useg are plan-

ned for this area?

1 Tnterviews with landholder and sheep rancher Lawrence
Urrits revealed that natural grazing in this area during Wiater
and Spring supports from & to W sheep per acre. Robert Johnson
dry farms in the area and receives between forty and sixty-five
dollard per acre grogs income.

W
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BACKGROUND

Physiography and Geology

Dhy51ograpthaLlj and gedlogically this area 1s typiecal

" of the narrow belt of foothills that rim the west side’

of the

Sacramento Valley. The area is drained principally bv Stone
s k i < 1 : - . -ﬁf/“}'. o,
Corral Creek and Funks Slough both of which are interditent
treams,vhiek-is btypical of the foothill region. All of the

treams flowing eastward from the Interior Coast Ranges to

(£}

the Sacramento Valley between Stony C? ek in the North and
= . . /‘3’}#“?___,—
<:> Cache Cresk in the South are intermitent.

The western margin of the area includes the eastern slope
of a ridge »f hills wnich strike Worbh South and reac h to
- about 1,000 feet elevstion within the area. These hills are
paralleled t» the East by twpo rows of foothills, the suﬁmits
of which average about 500 and 400 feet respectively. Further

o The Bast the foothills becoms some@hab more scattered and
e o3
L

l7ose thelr Nortl —South elongation. The Bastern margin the

O
l-

ares falls on the gentle slope of the almost inconspicuous

terrace that rims the Sacramento Valley.
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making occurred.. The foothills are mainly composed of Upper
Cretsce-us depnsits of softly consolideated calcareous sand- {
stone, siltstons and claystone., Cretaceous time was followed /.

&
by the Laramids Revolution, During this epoch the Inner Coast fl

Ranges were folded, uplifted and erodsd. Deposition took place

&
through Pliocene time and into Pleistocens tTime. The Teprtiary [;
Geposits consisting chiefly of impure silty congolidated peb- /Lg
ble to cobble conglomerate were miidly uplifted and dissected f gﬁ
during the Cascadian Revolutlon, and the alluvial depogzits of Ea?
Plsistocene a@d late Pliccene age were eroded and redeposited ®
as young alluvium during the late Plgistocene and Recent per- G%
iods,1 .

The foothills are the remnants of a series of parallsl

Pl

mwono nal ridges which strike North boub1 and dip westward

toward the anticline which has eroded leaving Antelope Valley.

()

L P " - . o o . R
The i uerupﬁga nature of the ridges of foothills is due prims~
!

nately eastvard and southward through the area as they cut
through the ridges and follow monoclinal valleys res@actlvely
Because of this uniclinal shifting the streams show alte telv
subseguent and consequent characteristics. The beds of these

streams are incised ten to twelve feet into the alluvium tThrough

¥, Harradine, "Soils of Colusa County Californigh
(Berksley, California, June 1948), p. 3.
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Indians of the Ares

There are no recorded In dlan habitations within the area,
however, the Sites area was occupied by Indians belonging to
the Penutian family who were of Wintun stock. Very 1little

has been done ~n the Indians of this particular area despite

that their neighbors in all directi-sng have received

o

the fac

ct
|.!'
e
‘S‘
®
o
l-.-l
¢t
®
o
[0
w2
]_h
cr
®
)]

conglideradie attention, The tribe tha
arsa was known as the Cohelmemsee1,3 To the Bast their ter-

ritory extended out onto the valley floor about half way to

' ‘the Sacramento River, or to about whére Maxwell and temporary

-
T

t

. . , oo . . .
nterstate 5 are now located, As for their economic gsctivi-

L

ties they were primarily a gathering people, Thsy subsisted
on the acorns gathered from the oak trees that grow in pro-
fusion throughout the Inner Coast Ranse. Theyv also gathered

seeds from the grasses of the area, grasshoppers and grubworms,

"(hence their appellation of 'Diggers’ by the early white set-
= {,.;ﬁ f,_,_?_p - S .-?......P .J‘_..,},__,
"’”’“’V"‘" . R P . ‘ . X
tlers). Sometimes tThey would kill an antelope or other kind

'Robert D. Brown Jr., and Ernest I. Rich, "Geologic Map
2T the Lodoga Quadrangle Glﬂﬂp and Colusa Voantlas, California®
Maj OF-?1O (Hasﬂ1ngton D.C.: U.S. CﬁoTogncaT Survpy, 1061)

2A L. hroeber Haﬂdbook of tﬂe Indians of ualilornia
(Barkéley: bcTW?QTﬂla Book Co., 1953} p. 348,

LAt

Hube:t H. Bancroft, The Native Rsces of the Pagific .-
Staves (57vols, {Ney ¥6PK, 1874) I, p. ’

Charles D. Mcvomisn and Hebeecs T, Lambert, History of
Colusa and Glenn Sountles (Los Angeles: Historic Book s TN
1918) p. 39.

I



NORTEEAST carmrg

e % o o The-effort would not
breath and pnraolratwan o e s
them to make some exertion in

CRNIA COTrECTIONE
C8Y CHICO ~ — LIBRARY

rove oo exacting. on their
. Hunger alone compelled
search of food, but they

labored no Turther than was necessary to segure a supply
cf anything that would sustain life . . . .1

rly Explorations by White Men
The first vacorded visit of

curred during the Summer of 184k,

~

o white mah-toi-the ares oc-

Jdonn Bidwell, accompaq1ed

by an Indian, camped on a slough some miless west of Colusa.

£y 1

According to Bidwell's account,

The next day ws went directly
was a hot terrifically hot dsy
our march excent toward Dlﬁhu

across a large plein. It
'and we found no water in
, and this was so salty that

neither oursglves nor our animals could drink it.2

Rodgers. states that, "This evider

Peterson's farm, nesar the present

ntly was the salt lake on Peter

town of S8ites +» » o .1 Bidwell

further recounted, ”Ne were seldom or never out of sight of

game ,—~—~deer, elk, antelope, and g

’e}

' 1J‘USL’1 s Ho -‘.s

rizzly bears,.aaaoae”3

County - T ts Histery and Hesources

Colusa ©
)

© O

(Orland, Califorani
2Ipid. p. 49.
3Ivid, p. 45,

. pp. 3031,

o~
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The SbOQ@ Corral--Open Bange Grazing

uatulemen began using the area soon after Bidwell!
exploration. The Stone Corral was used as early as 1846 by
the Mexicans, who used this place for s cmmp1n5 ground. They

- . - 1
ts mountaneous sides.

[J I

called it the Stone Corral because of

This corral soon took the name of Swift's Stone Corral. Capt.
Granville P. Swift settled on Stony Creek near Orland in 1847,

and rodeoed his vast caitle herds once a year at Three different

=]
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oy
E‘
Ay
in
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che Stone Corral where there was, "“a
spring of living water that lasted the year round."  Swift is
reputed to have built an adobe house near the corral sometGime
between 1845 and 1846.°2

Cattle grazing soon brought permanent settlsment. The

—

Tirst rescorded pe:maneﬁt setitlements weré ma@e.in 1853, both,

y]
B

in"the .adjaceént Antelops Vallsy, and at the Stone Corral where

Gus and Ben Spear settled with their mother, They sold outb

e
shortly to Steele znd McChord., Also.in 1853, T.J. and.James’

fa

th the

b
d
r_]-

Tolbert located on Funk Slough near the Plains.

1 . o . n .
Colugs Sun, Colusa, Calif., Sept. 21, 1968, ». 5.
2Jessie Sturroch Shoopman, "The Stone Corral," Wagcn
Wheels I, No. 3, (November 1951) p. k.
" SYWikl S. Gresn, History of Coluza County California (San
Franeizco: Bllint and Moore, 1680) Reprinted 1950 by Sacramento
Lithograph {o. ©po. 39-40

=]
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horned Spanish scrub stock. These began to be sur plsrt ed by
L ) Ea ) Li 1, - [} 2
Lmerican brseds of cattle and by sheep after 1852. At the

Stane Corral beneath a large oak tree a cabin was built pur-

hipped arsund Cape Horn.3 In the elec~

i
O
3
o

D
ol
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3
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ct
l_l
=
o
w
H
n

tisn of 1853, to determine the site of the county seat, the

"
Stane Corral was among the five locations receiving votes.

A

-

Dermanent settlement, however, brought fencing of land and the
Stope Corral's usefulness declined. In 1908 the Native Sons
of the Golden West rebuilt and straightened the stone fence

and erected pillars on both sides of the gate, upoa which they

structed by ths Colusa Parlor N,S.G.W.,,1908.” it is unfortunate

that the inscription is inaccurate and doesn't indicate the

trué histéfical.sighifiicance of ﬁhé.StOﬂe Corral.
The spPpéazande af cthe white -mén:ahd-opdi rangs”

1y iteoineidad -with the rapid decline of the original

i
humen inhsbitants. No record was made of The ebandonment of

’! I‘Didn p;‘aa 51 - 52 +

2Rogers, Resources. D. 72.

3“Piﬁtures From the Past," Colusa Sun-Hearld. November
B A

e

—
0
()]
N

1
Gresn, Colusa County, p. 4.

ghazing ™ -

placed .the inscription, "Erscted by Joln Stee ie 1885 and recon-
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the Cohelmemseel village and the dispersal of its inhabitants,

peported that, "We observed many Indian villages, which had

peen aband-ned because the springs had drisd up. The Summer

of 1844 was an sxceptionally dry one."! The disappearance of
the Indians was accompanied by the disappsarance of the larger
game animals that were originally so plentiful.

As early as 1893 the Elk were pretty much all cleared out.
{(The antslode) . . » were more numerousg thsn any other of
the larger animals . . . they disappeared suddenly from the
Plains about 18353 or 1854 with occassional bagds of a half
dozen appearing as late,--parhaps, as 18673, “jmvé& L P

¥ ’,_-e"‘:- Ol

—

The Stone Quarries ' o 3
Ag the foothill area becams fencsad, graangﬁwbi ch had per- /

gsisted, and dry grain farming became the dominant sconomie act-

Civities of the area. However, in 1886 1t appeared that ths

arez was abrut to experienes a boom. The Colusa and Lake Rail-

I
Q
]

the narrow gsuge railroad

3

rHad was foarmed and constr

batween Colusa Junction and Sites was begun. This .rallroad

opened the way for the sandstone gquarries, the first of s which
was opened in Wovember of 1891 by O'Neil and Abbott, at what
ig now called the upper quarry. Shortly thersafter, S5.C, Sisxk

and R. 3. Burgett began quarrying at the lower gquarry. W, L,

a
Watts, a field assistant for the State Mining Bureau, glsc.

=t

3

Rogers, Rescurces. D. 48.

Colusa County. D». 52.

1k
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Town sprang up ezlled Quarryville, .By. 1896 the Colusa Daily

Sun reported that,

Our little burg(Quarryville) has taken on guite a lively
appsarance., Several nsw houses are under ‘construction for
the use of workmen . . gpe hundred or more men will be
at work in the near Iutur

This

I..Ja

nitial activity centered primarily sround the upper

quarry managed Dy David 0'Neil, who in 1897, sold out to the
) . Pacific Bridge Company.3 . .77

Quarryville consists of ten or 12 new houses built by the
company Tror the workmen, a hotel and saloon vesides the
large machlnpry sheds . . . . A large channeling machine
iie o . 1is arranged on a track alnng the p11151d~ e o e
Its capacity is sixty square feet per day. . . . The cranes
are capabls of 1ilthg 15 tons. The gang saws . . . are
the largest used in any qaarfy in the world . . . . (T)he
outlay so far for maﬁhlﬁery znd buildings has cost . . &
sameuhlng over $42,000,.

in 1900, the McGilvray Stone Company began operations at

the Lowesr gu rry?” “This ccompanyr was apparently more -aggressive

1w, L. Watts, ”Renoru on Colusa County Mineral Resources?
Colusa Daily Sun. ..159, 1833.

2Co1usa Daily Sun. Nov. 12, 1896,

3ibid. March 20, 1897.  ¥Ibid. Jan. 12, 1897

®
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than its compevitor across the creek. In 1902, the upper
quarry was z2o0ld to the Colusa Sandstons Company. The two

quarriss produced 118,05% yards of zandsione valued =t $289,

A}

45% during 1905, The followin

t
e
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w
]
>
L
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®
0
®
=
<
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et
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]

unexpec-
ted boost as a result of the esrthguske and fire in San Franeisco.
Buildings constructed of their stone, such as the Ferry Building,
Floyad, Building and the Shreve Building survived with little -

. 3 .

damage. Despite its resulting gond repugbation as a buildi ing
AT . ) .. . .

maceriael, tne use of sandstone declined as less expensive rein-

forced conecrete gained popularity. In 1915 the Colusa and Lake

Rallrrad was forced to abandnn service to Sites as they were

averaging only fifty dollars per month fréight rsvenue from

Using trucks to haul the stone, the McGilvray

Quarry remgined in o¢peratlion briefiy, bubt in 1917 the gquarries

& —
almost as quickly as i% appesrsd.”’ The McGilvray guarry re-
ovened in 1925, but operations were short lived. Todsy There

is no traca of Quarryville itsslf, and only the faces of the

quarries remain.

—

lusa Sandstone Co., HArticles of Incorporatiﬁn“
t. 15, 1902, Colusa County Recorder's Offlce, Colusa

Colusa Tri-Weekly Sun. March 30, 1905,

3Ivid. May 3, 1906

» Opinions znd Orders of the Railrosd Commis-
ati:

20oinsa, Dally Sun. Oet. 20, 1916. .

Wagon Wheels. I, Ho. 3, p. 3.

on N2, 1550, Dacision Ho. 2324, April 23,1915,

11
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Mili's Orchard -

With the demise of th%éggaffggg a new land use developed
F
in the area., "In 1912 James Mills, bought the Houx Ranch . . .

he largest

[

and prowceeded to plant a lemon orchard said to be

“in the world.... . . 724 acres of lemons, 40 acres of oranges,

- ’ . r-3 1 1
of glmynds and 20 zerss of pomeloes," were plantsd

to the trees. Rows of eucalyptus trees were planted zlong ths

oothill

-y

pipelines leading to the hill tops. The twe large

upon which the orchards were planted were called Big and Little

T
v

hiskey. Mill's Crchard quickly took cn the appearance of a
small town., In addition to the large packing and storage sheds,
six dwellings were built and a station on the Colusa and Lake

f" '

Railroad was establ15ﬂed.
Like the guarries, The orchards wers short lived., Desspite

heavy smudging, freezes during the 1930'sjparticularly in 1937

=
w

destroyed .the trees and they were remrved., In 1947 the Mil

Orchard was sold to Parrot Investment Company for use as a

TCharles D. McComish and Rebecca T. Lambert, History of
Colusa and Glenn Counties (Los Angeles: Historie Record Co.,
1918). p. 119. :

ZRobert McMshon, ex-smployee of Millls Orchard, inter-

viewsd at Maxwell, Calif., Wov. 1, 1969.



Corral,

NORTHEAST CATTE¢

ing sheds, the other having been
1gs 28 a lambing shed. On the I

Future Land Uses
The futurs holds promise
the area. In conjunction with

UQS'-

o

th

tion, afterbays
vhir is planned

ts water level is to flucuate

Jas

the Sacramento Valley and Delta,

“small, 243 zcres on Funks Slough and 300 acres

1s

<
6]

Although water lei

two of

‘Bureau of Reclamation has

sre plannsd on both stresams.

to inundate a maximum of 12,7150 acres.

i
isnal purposes.3 The two

URNI4, aﬁudz

e FIT v.,._;: TY

»

C8Y Curco
the dwellings rsmain along

f the large pack-

& Corral for

water tanks

(o

The contour diteches

i

M

and grazing sheep.

of additional new land usges for

the Tehama-Colusa Canal, the

made blwns to flood Anu 1ope

Golden CGate on Funks Slough and

oy

west of the upper quarry. In addi-

The Siteg Heser-
Although
130 feet with water demands in
2 4t will still, undoubtedly
ftevoays will De
at the Stone

will be kept stable, These after-

ghallow, averaging only about ten feet in depth.

2U,S. Bursau of Reclamati ion, "Sites Reservolir Pump Storage
Complex Modification" ‘undated, unnumbered sana*emnpu to, f”Tohamau
Coluza Canal and West Sacramento Canzl Unit", aramentc,

33chn Merlino, Project Engineer, U.S. Bureau of Reclama=~
tionn, inﬁﬁrviewed at Willeows, Calif., Nov. 13, 1959,

3
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area from Horth t» South, the two dams for the Sites Reservoir
and the two dikss for the afterbays will involve considerable

earth moving. The concrete-lined ecanal will have a capacity

Hy

of 2,100 cubic-feeti per seuoac.3 and will roughly follow the

: L.
206 foot contour. It will require numerous Moyts' and "£illsh,

and Tunks Slough respsec tively,
The establishment of €
flooding of most of the area contiguous ©
propably re=u1+ in much of the foothill area being used for
recreation, reguiring roads, buildings, picénic grounds and pos-

~8ibly private homes., Recreation will probably replace grazing

natural vegetation as the dominant land use. In addition,

=4

)
some of the remaining level arsas not flooded by fhe afterbays
will prabably pe planied to irrigable crops sinee irriga
water will be readily avallable from the Col:sa—?ehama Canal.

The Stone Corral Afterbay:will fléod the gité:ofthe Stone-

TSBR, "Modification. pp. 7,9.

gl e e
“USBR, "Modifiecation™. 2. 3»

——

r



Corral, but not

transit part of the orchard sites. Construction dates have

not been get as of yet, but construction is

19701g, |

Merling, interview Nov. 13, 1969.

expecte

d during

—
1
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land uses, open range grazing
were sach relatively shert lived,
L.,

The thres’'past
gquarrying, and orchards )

Kach had its peri»d of signi%?ggaé within the area and then
digsappearsd, and each resulied in some lasting cbaﬁﬁ% To the
landscape. The changes that occurred during the period of

open range gr. zing, the disappezrance of the diansg and larg
game animals, are only indirectly related to the land use.
The -faces of the gquarriss and the remnants of the orchards
e of Those past land uses.
¢ reasons, ap-

are readily visible evidenc
e because of economi

The only

of the
Tirgt activity and seitlement

about to bs inundated.

remalning remnant of white
tone Corral, is
acceount of - the quarries or Quarry-

in this area, the
No one has written a detailed =
ville, meanwhils The pit left at the upper quarry has developed
ints a garbage »it and watefy grave for the animals that fall
into it. The 2ld smudge pots that wéie left kalf buried on
‘ the hillsids at Millt's Orchard still cat Tirs occasionaly
during hot Summer days
The landscaps changes wrought by © e past land uses
minimal, when compared to tThe changes that

cribed as
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nd afterbays represent -and will result in landscave changes

(o1

4]

of massive proportion. What will be the fate of the landscape

changes resulting from these land uses when, and if, they
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