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Chapter 3: Noise Impact Criteria 3-3

on local streets and separate roadways built exclusively for buses. In contrast, for busways and HOV lanes
which are to be integrated in existing highways (e.g., the addition of new lanes or the redesignation of
existing lanes on a highway), FHWA's noise abatement criteria are the appropriate noise criteria to use.
Likewise, if the project is a new highway involving both general-purpose and dedicated bus/HOV lanes, the
FHWA approach is followed. The FHWA criteria are briefly summarized in Section 3.3.

3.1.1 Basis of Noise Impact Criteria

The noise impact criteria in Figure 3-1 and Table 3-1 are based on comparison of the existing outdoor noise
levels and the future outdoor noise levels from the proposed project. They incorporate both absolute criteria,
which consider activity interference caused by the transit project alone, and relative criteria, which consider
annoyance due to the change in the noise environment caused by the transit project.
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Figure 3-1. Noise Impact Criteria for Transit Projects

The noise criteria and descriptors depend on land use, as defined in Table 3-2. Further guidance on the
definition of land use, the selection of the appropriate noise metric and the application of the criteria is given
in Section 3.2 of this chapter, with more detailed guidelines given in Chapters 5 and 6.



