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Abstract: Facility operations regulated by the Department of Environmental Conservation
located in close proximity to other land uses can produce sound that creates significant noise
impacts for proximal sound receptors. This policy and guidance presents noise impact
assessment methods, examines the circumstances under which sound creates significant noise
impacts, and identifies avoidance and mitigative measures to reduce or eliminate noise impacts.

Related References: See references pages 27 and 28.

. PURPOSE:

This policy is intended to provide direction to the staff of the Department of Environmental
Conservation for the evaluation of sound levels and characteristics (such as pitch and duration)
generated from proposed or existing facilities. This guidance also serves to identify when noise
levels may cause a significant environmental impact and gives methods for noise impact
assessment, avoidance, and reduction measures. These methods can serve as a reference to
applicants preparing environmental assessments in support of an application for a permit.
Additionally, this guidance explains the Department’s regulatory authority for undertaking noise

evaluations and for imposing conditions for noise mitigation measures in the agency’s approval

1 A Program Policy Memorandum is designed to provide guidance and clarify program issues for Division staff to ensure
compliance with statutory and regulatory requirements. |t provides assistance to New Y ork State Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) staff and the regulated community in interpreting and applying regulations and statutes to assure that program uniformity is attained
throughout the State. Nothing set forth in a Program Policy Memorandum prevents DEC staff from varying from that guidance as specific
circumstances may dictate, provided the staff's actions comply with applicable statutory and regulatory requirements. As this guidance
document is not afixed rule, it does not create any enforceable right by any party using the Program Policy Memorandum.



sound Source

casrier Deck Jet Operation

Jet Takeoff (200 feet)
Discotheque

Auto Horn (3 feet)
Riveting Machine

Jet Takeoff (2000 feet)
Shout (0.5 feet)

N.Y. Subway Station
Heavy Truck (50 feet)

Pneumatic Drill (50 feet)

Freight Train (50 feet)
Freeway Traffic {50 feet)

Air Conditioning Unit (20 feet)

Light Auto Traffic (50 feet)

Living Room
Bedroom

Library
Soft Whisper {15 feet)

Broadcasting Studio

Table E

dB{A)° Response Criteria
—71— 150
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Painfully Loud
—1—— 130 Limit Amplified Speech

.—t+— 120

Maximum Vocal Effort
— 110

——+—— 100

Very Annoying

—3—— 90 Hearing Damage (8 hours,
continuous exposure)

80  Annoying

70 Telephone Use Difficult

Intrusive
60
50 Quiet
40

30 Very Quiet

20

10 Just Audible

Threshold of Hearing
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