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Hazards and Hazardous Materials Section 4.20

Agriculture

A major land use in the project area is agriculture (Figure 4.20-1). The Delta’s rich soil and abundant
water availability makes it a major contributor to the nation’s food supply and a wide variety of crops are
4 grown year-round. Agricultural chemicals, including
L pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers, and crop-specific
additives have been used in the Delta for decades.
Agricultural chemicals, including pesticides,
herbicides, fertilizers, and crop-specific additive
chemicals, have been used in the Delta for decades.
Although most agricult aI chemlcals are desngned
in soil

Figure 4.20-1. Agricultural Fields

zene and pentachlorophenol (Gilliom
et al. 2007). ‘Most uses of these pesticide mid 1980s or before. Specific
pesticides, herbicides, fungicides, and crop
according to their relative risk to human he
Project, aquatic-life benchmarks in agricultur
compounds in the DDT group or by total DDT

has specific chemical use as

ieldrin (8 perc_ent) Each crop

Pesticide/herbicide/fe
concentrate, dilute, or di

resent throughout the Delta. These facilities
ay be large-volume supply businesses that have
large tanks with thousands of gallons of these
chemicals, which are sold to farmers or distributors
for local use. An example of a major crop
production facility is shown in Figure 4.20-2.

These facilities may also be farm-level batch
plants, which take the raw material from a supply
yard or tanker and temporarily store the material
prior to loading into distribution equipment. The
main difference between a supply business and a
batch plant is the volume and duration of storage.
Another important distinction is that supply
businesses often have extensive spill-containment
equipment and specially trained staff, while a
batching operation is oftentimes less sophisticated
regarding spill containment, and the farmer may or

Figure 4.20-2. Crop Production Services 48 “may not have specific training for handling these
Walnut Grove ~49 chemicals,
50 Crop dusting operations, consisting of an air strip

with accompanying pesticide storage and rinsing areas, are expected to be common throughout the
Delta. Historically, many farming operations used aerial crop dusting to efficiently distribute pesticides to

Page 4.20-2 ' BDCP —BECT
May 2009 Review Draft 1 — interagency Use Only
Bay Delta Conservation Pian EIR/EIS

Administrative Draft Document Subject to Revision



