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General History Construction Plan Other Overview

GENERAL

The Central Valley Project, one of the Nation’s major water conservation developments, extends
from the Cascade Range in the north to the semi-arid but fertile plains along the Kern River in
the south. Initial features of the project were built primarily to protect the Central Valley from
crippling water shortages and menacing floods, but the CVP also improves Sacramento River
navigation, supplies domestic and industrial water, generates electric power, conserves fish and
wildlife, creates opportunities for recreation and enhances water quality.
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OWNER OPERATOR

The CVP serves farms, homes and industry in California's Central Valley as well as major urban
centers in the San Francisco Bay Area; it is also the primary source of water for much of
California's wetlands. In addition to delivering water for farms, homes, factories and the
environment, the CVP produces electric power and provides flood risk reduction, navigation,
recreation and water quality benefits.

This multiple-purpose project plays a key role in California's powerful economy, providing water
for 6 of the top 10 agricultural counties in the nation’s leading farm state. It has been estimated
that the value of crops and related service industries has returned 100 times Congress' $3 billion
investment in the CVP. About 60 percent of the cost of the CVP was allocated to irrigation and
municipal and industrial water with the remainder to other beneficial uses. In 1997, irrigation
sales produced $60 million in income, municipal and industrial water revenues were $19 million,
and hydroelectric power sales yielded $34 million, for total CVP revenues of $113 million.

The CVP:

Reaches some 400 miles, from the Cascade Mountains near Redding in the north to the
Tehachapi Mountains near Bakersfield in the south.

Consists of 20 dams and reservoirs, 11 powerplants, and 500 miles of major canals, as well
as conduits, tunnels and related facilities.

Manages some 9 million acre-feet of water.
Annually delivers about 7 million acre-feet of water for agricultural, urban and wildlife use.

Provides about 5 million acre-feet for farms -- enough to irrigate about 3 million acres, or
approximately one-third of the agricultural land in California.

Furnishes about 600,000 acre-feet for municipal and industrial use--enough to supply close
to 1 million households with their water needs each year.

Generates 5.6 billion kilowatt hours of electricity annually to meet the needs of about 2
million people and counting.
Dedicates 800,000 acre-feet per year to fish and wildlife and its habitat, and 410,000 acre
feet to state and federal wildlife refuges and wetlands, pursuant to the Central Valley Project
Improvement Act.

Contact
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Title: Public Affairs Officer 
Organization: Mid-Pacific Regional Office 
Address: 2800 Cottage Way E-1705 
City: Sacramento, CA 95825-1898 
Fax: 916-978-5114 
Phone: 916-978-5100 

Title: Public Affairs Officer 
Organization: Mid-Pacific Regional Office 
Address: 2800 Cottage Way E-1705 
City: Sacramento, CA 95825-1898 
Fax: 916-978-5114 
Phone: 916-978-5100 
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