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Quagga and Zebra (Dreissenid) mussels pose a serious threat to California's waters and fisheries. The spread of these freshwater

mussels threatens recreational boating and fishing, aquatic ecosystems and fisheries, water delivery systems, hydroelectric facilities,

agriculture and the environment in general. As a means to stop the spread of these harmful invasive mussels, California is asking

boaters to clean, drain and dry their boats!

Boaters should be prepared for inspections throughout the state designed to help ensure California's waterbodies remain mussel-free. Properly cleaning and

drying can help protect boats and help boaters avoid quarantines or being turned away from a water destination. In addition to being sure to clean, drain and dry

watercraft, the Division of Boating and Waterways urges boaters to plan for possible launch restrictions and inspections by calling waterbodies before leaving

home. Programs and requirements vary and can change rapidly.

California registered vessels operating in freshwater within the state are required to display Mussel Fee Stickers (one on each side of the hull) next to the

current registration sticker. Paying the Mussel Fee does not entitle vessels to bypass inspections or fees for inspections conducted by individual reservoir

owners or managers. Owners of vessels used exclusively in marine waters are exempt from purchasing or displaying the sticker, as are exempt government

vessels.

If you are experiencing issues with attaching your Mussel Sticker onto your vessel please follow the procedures below.

Decal Removal and Application Procedure:

Before applying decal – be sure to wipe down the surface and remove residue or debris.

Do not apply decal to a wet surface.

Use the center slit to grab the upper corner of the decal.

VERY SLOWLY peel away decal, at a sharp angle, from liner.

If the backer liner starts to rip – STOP and start to peel away from the other direction.

You must remove all of the liner backing material for the decal to adhere to the vessel correctly.

Apply decal to vessel and smooth out any air bubbles with a squeegee or credit card.

Mussel Fee Sticker FAQs. (../../pages/28702/files/FAQ's_Mussel Fee Sticker_10_31_2022_Updated.pdf)

Monies collected via the Mussel Fee will aid in infestation prevention efforts through grant funding administered by California State Parks Division of Boating and

Waterways. This grant (../../?page_id=28822) is open to eligible agencies that own or manage a reservoir that permits recreational activities such as boating and

fishing, is open to the public and is currently uninfested with the dressenid mussel.

In response to quagga and zebra mussels, an Interagency Quagga/Zebra Mussel Team*, comprised of federal and state agencies and private partners, has been

working together to prevent the spread, contain, and control quagga and zebra mussels in California since their discovery in Lake Mead in January 2007

and subsequently in waterbodies in Southern California (https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=140819&inline). Zebra mussels were discovered in a

Central California waterbody in January 2008. Actions include coordination and reporting of the following:

Increased watercraft inspections at California Department of Food and Agriculture Border Protection Stations.

https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/pages/28702/files/FAQ's_Mussel%20Fee%20Sticker_10_31_2022_Updated.pdf
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Development and implementation of monitoring plans for high-risk waterbodies in the state.

Training of state, federal, and local agency staff and K-9 units to conduct watercraft inspections and monitoring.

Public outreach and education to boat owners through print and online media, outdoor signage and through the distribution of information at events.

For further information on Quagga and Zebra mussels, please visit the Department of Fish and Wildlife's Website

(https://wildlife.ca.gov/conservation/invasives/quagga-mussels). For information about inspections at specific waterbodies, visit the California watercraft inspection

list (../../?page_id=29367).

*California Departments of Fish and Wildlife, Water Resources, Food and Agriculture, State Parks Division of Boating and Waterways, Cal Fire, Caltrans, State Water

Resources Control Board, Regional Water Quality Control Board, State Lands Commission, Natural Resources Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Forest

Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Geological Survey, National Park Service, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, Pacific Gas and

Electric and Metropolitan Water District of Southern California

QUAGGA AND ZEBRA MUSSEL INFESTATION PREVENTION GRANT

2014-2022 Master QZ Grant Funding Summary (../../pages/28702/files/2014_2022 Master Webfunding Spreadsheet.pdf)

2022 QZ Grant Map Locations (../../pages/28702/files/QuaggaZebraMap2022.pdf)

2021 QZ Grant Map Locations (../../pages/28702/files/Quagga_Zebra_2021_Draft_4.pdf)

2019/2020 QZ Grant Map Locations (../../pages/28702/files/QuaggaZebra_2019_2020_FINAL_ADA_Compliant.pdf)

2018/2019 QZ Grant Map Locations (../../pages/28702/files/2018.19 QZ Map.pdf)

2017/2018 QZ Grant Map Locations (../../pages/28702/files/QuaggaZebra_2017_2018_2.pdf)

2016/2017 QZ Grant Map Locations (../../pages/28702/files/quaggazebra_2016_2017__grantmaplocations_final.pdf)

2015/2016 QZ Grant Map Locations  (../../pages/28702/files/QuaggaZebra_2015_2016II.pdf)

2014 /2015 QZ Grant Map Locations  (../../pages/28702/files/QuaggaZebra_2014_2015WithSightings.pdf)

Please click here for more information. (../../?page_id=28822)

The Legislature enacted Harbors and Navigation Code, Division 3, Chapter 5, Article 1.3 Sections 675 and 676, which became effective January 1, 2013. The

statute requires the State Parks Division of Boating and Waterways, (DBW) to promulgate regulations to impose an additional Quagga and Zebra Mussel

Infestation Prevention Fee to the boater registration fee collected by the Department of Motor Vehicles, for the purpose of funding infestation prevention

programs in California's reservoirs.

GENERAL INQUIRIES

Email us at QZGrant@parks.ca.gov (mailto:QZGrant@parks.ca.gov)

RESOURCES

Get Your Mussel Fee Sticker (https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/vehicle-registration/new-registration/register-your-boat-vessel/quagga-sticker-request/)

QZ Flyer/DMV Insert (../../pages/28702/files/DBW QZ DMV Insert_8.12.21_FINAL.pdf)

Boat Cleaning Guide Book (../../pages/28702/files/Boating-QuaggaGuide.pdf)

DBW's Quagga Card (../../pages/28702/files/Quagga-Mussel-Card.pdf)

DFW's Quagga/Zebra Mussel Project Overview Presentation (PDF) (../../pages/28702/files/CDFWQZProjectOverview052913 (2).pdf)

DMV Boat Registration 101 Form (https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/03/boat101.pdf)

Fact Sheet (PDF) (https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=3878)

Known Quagga & Zebra Mussels Locations in California (https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=140819&inline)

CA Department of Fish & Wildlife, Quagga & Zebra Mussel Information (https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Invasives/Quagga-Mussels)

California Department of Food and Agriculture Border Protection Station Locations (https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/plant/PE/ExteriorExclusion/borders_map.html)

Watercraft Inspections in CA and Vessel Restrictions (../../?page_id=29367)
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Cal Fish and Cal Fish and ……

RELATED PAGES

Boating Clean and Green (../../?page_id=28767)

Aquatic Invasive Species Programs (../../?page_id=28764)

Floating Aquatic Vegetation (../../?page_id=28995)

Submersed Aquatic Vegetation (../../?page_id=28994)

Clean, Drain and Dry Boat Cleaning Procedures (../../?page_id=28993)

Public Notices for AIS Treatment (../../?page_id=29465)

AIPCP Documents and Reports (../../?page_id=29469)

Identify An Aquatic Weed (../../?page_id=29550)

Protecting California's Beaches and Waterways (../../?page_id=28712)

Quagga and Zebra Mussel Infestation Prevention Grant Program (../../?page_id=28822)

Contact Us

 Address: P.O. Box 942896, Sacramento CA 94296

 Public Information Inquiries: 1-888-326-2822

 Email: pubinfo@parks.ca.gov (mailto:pubinfo@parks.ca.gov)

 Aquatic Invasive Species Email: AIS@parks.ca.gov (mailto:AIS@parks.ca.gov)

Select a Language

Select Language ​▼

Follow Us

Latest Tweet

Please wait...

@boat_california (http://www.twitter.com/boat_california)

(/)

Copyright © 2023 State of California

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GaeAIPLoK-k
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28767
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28764
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28995
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28994
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28993
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29465
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29469
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29550
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28712
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28822
mailto:pubinfo@parks.ca.gov
mailto:AIS@parks.ca.gov
https://www.facebook.com/BoatCA
https://twitter.com/boat_california
https://www.youtube.com/user/CaliforniaDBW/
https://www.instagram.com/boat_california/
http://www.twitter.com/boat_california
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/


7/20/23, 11:30 AM Quagga and Zebra Mussels

https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28996 6/6

Conditions of Use (/ConditionsOfUse) Privacy Policy (/Privacy) Accessibility (/Accessibility) Accessible Parks (/?page_id=21944) Site Map (/?page_id=23162)

https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/ConditionsOfUse
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/Privacy
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/Accessibility
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21944
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=23162

