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Floating Aquatic Vegetation

 

 

 

REPORT A SIGHTING
If you sight water hyacinth, South American spongeplant, or Uruguay water primrose, please call the Division of Boating and Waterways (DBW) at (888) 326-2822 or e-

mail the Division at ais@parks.ca.gov (mailto:ais@parks.ca.gov). Include in your message the address or nearest landmark of the sighting. If possible, take

photographs of the plant.

CLICK HERE to Receive Weekly Weed Control  

Treatment Noti�cations (https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001Af8UjqzDoVFSAabXPhyXIaKteZgKLwlG)

Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes), South American spongeplant (Limnobium laevigatum) and Uruguay water primrose (Ludwigia
hexapetala) are �oating, aquatic invasive plants that are not native to California. They grow in wetlands, marshes, shallow water
bodies, slow moving waterways, lakes, reservoirs, and rivers.  Water hyacinth, South American spongeplant, and Uruguay water
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primrose can be a problem for boating, agriculture and public safety, and can negatively impact the environment, industry and local
economies.

Technically, these plants can de-stabilize dissolved oxygen cycles, crowd out native plants, shade out crucial shallow-water �sh habitat, obstruct waterways and

navigational channels, and block agricultural and municipal water intakes.

CLICK HERE (../../?page_id=29550) for more description and characteristics of Floating Aquatic Vegetation.

In 1983, lawmakers designated the California Department of Parks and Recreation Division of Boating and Waterways (DBW) as the lead agency for controlling water

hyacinth in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. More recently, other species of �oating aquatic vegetation species have spread throughout the Delta requiring additional

legislative treatment authority and a holistic approach to control.*

With the addition of Uruguay water primrose (Ludwigia hexapetala), the separate plant control programs have been combined and now are all under the Floating Aquatic

Vegetation (FAV) Control Program. For more information about the FAV program, see our 2016 Annual Report.

MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL METHODS
The FAV Control Program uses a strategic and adaptive Integrated Pest Management (IPM) system including herbicide treatment supported by hand-picking, herding,

mechanical removal and biological e�orts.

HERBICIDE CONTROL

Approved herbicide application is our primary method of FAV control. The products we use have been approved for aquatic use by the U.S. Environmental

Protection Agency and the California Department of Pesticide Regulation.

For more information about this year treatment season CLICK HERE (../../?page_id=29465).

MECHANICAL CONTROL

DBW uses mechanical harvesting vessels designed speci�cally for FAV removal at certain times during the year. FAV harvesting can be practical in heavily infested

areas where herbicide control methods cannot be easily applied due to heavy plant matting.

For more information about this year mechanical harvesting season CLICK HERE (../../?page_id=29465).

BIOLOGICAL CONTROL

DBW’s partner in FAV control, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service, evaluates and implements live, natural control agents where

possible and e�ective. FAV control by water hyacinth weevils (Neochetina bruchi and Neochetina eichhorniae) have been used.

HAND PICKING

DBW sta� support other types of controls with hand picking.  This is typically done with smaller mats of FAV and/or when herbicide control methods cannot be

applied due to permit restrictions.

ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING

http://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29550
http://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29465
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DBW environmental scientists and �eld crews monitor all treatment areas to ensure that herbicide concentrations do not exceed allowable limits or have any

signi�cant adverse impacts on the environment, agriculture, or public health. In addition, we minimize and mitigate harm to state or federal endangered,

threatened, or species of special concern when FAV control is underway.

* Senate Bill No. 1344 (Garamendi and Nielsen), Chapter 2, Article 2, Section 64 amended the California Harbors and Navigation Code. Also, Assembly Bills 1540 and

763 included South American Spongeplant and holistic control plans.
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Contact Us
Address: One Capitol Mall, Suite 500, Sacramento CA 95814

Public Information Inquiries: 1-888-326-2822

Email: pubinfo@parks.ca.gov (mailto:pubinfo@parks.ca.gov)

Aquatic Invasive Species Email: AIS@parks.ca.gov (mailto:AIS@parks.ca.gov)
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Make sure hand sanitizer makes your checklist for boating. For a complete list of COVID boating tips, click here:… https://t.co/fSGCEWr83r (https://t.co/fSGCEWr83r)

11 Feb (https://twitter.com/Boat_California/status/1359912339475206145)

@boat_california (http://www.twitter.com/boat_california)
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