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gets rough and hike in the last 0.5 mile. Som
four-wheelers bring canoes or rafts and a:..o ﬁro
spectacular beauty from the water. EmE_:w fc ;
small trout is only fair here, and the water is omma o
t0o cold for swimming until midsummer ‘:nﬂ:
ﬁunmﬁ.mwfsm spot is at the south end of ﬁrn._mw X
Side trips include a hike to the foor of OB@
Butte, that craggy mountaintop to the DOZTV\N
east, and visits to nearby Twin Lakes and Lily

Pad Lake. This is a
great place fc -
drive adventure. place for four-wheel-

Access: There is no boat ramp.
_...mo__:_mm. fees: No facilities are available on-
.w:m.._ HW_MB:?? do-it-yourself campsites are
%»mem M Mwm.w:nm can be obtained in Castella.
Water sports, restrictions: Swimmin i
flatables, canoes, and kayaks are vn::w,ﬁ M-
H.rn lake is too small for most warer mwo:M .
Directions: From Redding, drive north on H..m
to the town of Castella (near Castle Crags) and
Castle Creek Road. Take that exit, turn we
and drive 11 miles west on Road 25 Aﬁwmmﬂ_
Creek Road) to Twin Lakes Road (Fore .
Road 38N17). Turn lefr (south) and mn?ﬁ
three miles. Bear left where the road molﬂo
and proceed one mile to the lake. (The la m
four miles of road are very rough, suitable o:_MH
for high-clearance four-wheel-drive vehicl W
Forest Service map recommended. N
Contact: Shasta-Trinity National, Mount
Shasta Ranger Districe, 530/926-4511, F,
530/926-5120. o
For a map of the area, contact the U.S For-
est Service. For a topographic map, noanH the

Gm nnorum~.nm~ :~.<mvx anc mm_ﬂ Of _~ n_ﬂms
S .
:m.ccw :—: ¢

B TRINITY RIVER
CEEEOn

Rating: 9

in Shasta-Trinity National Forest

‘Map 2.3, page ...
The Hﬂ::v\ River runs clear and E:n m:w,a:
tumbling around boulders and into &m%‘

holes, all the while framed by a hi
lined canyon. ’
Located in Northern California
Redding, the Trinity starts as a trickle i
Trinity Alps and then flows westward fg
5.:2“ eventually joining with the Klag
River in its journey to the sea. It is a foudl
of beauty, rolling pure through granite g
and abounding with birds and wildlifej
cause flows are controlled by upstream
releases, white-water rafting levels are
anteed throughout summer. )
This is a rafter’s river and is especially sy
to beginners for several reasons: Trips he
the lowest priced anywhere in Californiag]
setting for rafters is a classic pool-and-di
with most rapids in the Class II range; and,
summer weather is often perfect. Shuttle rif
are available, and guided oar-boa crips alse
available at a higher price. Another bonuf
Big Flat is the Steethead Cabins for lodgif
as well as nearby campgrounds. ’ 4
The best trip for newcomers is near Big m.. '
where the river has long, deep pools inth
spersed with sudden riffles and drops. Clg
:.m:m TT rapids such as Hell Hole, the Sid
Zig-Zag, Fishtail, Pinball, and ochers arrig

every five minutes or so, providing bursts
pure thrill and then short rests that allow v:
o H‘ammws your composure. The commerciy
rafting company at Big Flar provides gear rend
als, and a survey I made revealed this was tly

lowest-cost rafting trip in California.

The Trinity has two additional runs:
* Lewiston Bridge to Douglas City: This is :
casy paddle with Class I and 11 rapids, nothi
difficult. The best put-in spots are ac Lewistog
Bridge and Trinity River Lodge RV Resort]
Inner tubers looking for a grea trip mTo:_.,._
plop in at Lewiston Bridge, float a few mile »
downstream, and take out at Trinity hoam_
Resort. The entire 37 miles of river here ig
easy and manageable for longer trips. The mEt_
rounding vegetation is pretty, but the heavy
traffic on adjacent Highway 299 is a no::sow !
reminder thar civilization is close at hand
* Pigeon Point to Cedar Flar: Pigeon wom.—:a |

ity enters the main stem Trinity. Thisis the
i popular put-in spoton the river, although

E Jny, and Wilderness Adventures run Burnt
Hanch Gorge. Meanwhile, many other com-

panics run other stretches of the river.

 ming arcas is here at Tish-Tang Campground,
Jin ated just upstream from the Hoopa Valley.

0 laze around in an inner tube or to simply

Shasta and Trinity 67

available at most campgrounds. Limited boat
rentals are available at Lewiston Lake; you
can rent rafts and inflatable kayaks at Bigfoor
Rafting Company, located in Willow Creek
and also at Big Flat on Highway 299. A fee
is charged for camping. Access is free. Raft-
ing permits are not required. Supplies can be
obtained at Trinity Fly Shop (530/623-6757,
www.ttinityflyshop.com).
Water sports, restrictions: Rafts, kayaks, and
drift boats are permitted. Both stretches of the
river offer excellent swimming holes; two of
the best are at Pigeon Point Campground on
Highway 299 and at the bridge in the town
of Helena.
Directions: To upper Trinity River: From
Redding, go west on Highway 299, drive
over Buckhorn Summit, and continue for
five miles to Trinity Dam Boulevard. Turn
right on Trinity Dam Boulevard and drive
four miles to Lewiston. Continue on Trinity
Dam Boulevard to Rush Creek Road. Turn
eft on Rush Creek Road and drive 2.3 miles to
Trinity River Lodge RV Resort on the left.
To Steiner Flat: From Redding, go west on
Highway 299 and continue over the bridge at
the Trinity River near Douglas City to Steiner
Flat Road. Turn left on Steiner Flat Road and
drive 0.5 mile to Douglas City campground
on the left. To reach Steiner Flat, continue two
more miles and look for the campground on
the left and nearby river access.

To Pigeon Point: From Redding, head west on
Highway 299 and drive to Weaverville. Continue
west on Highway 299 to Helena and continue
0.5 mile to the campground on the left (south)
side of the road and nearby river access.
Contact: Shasta-Trinity National Forest, Big
Bar Ranger District, 530/623-6106; Trinity
Fly Shop, Lewiston, 530/623-6757; Angling
Adventures, 530/623-5014; Trinity River
Lodge RV Resort, Lewiston, 530/778-3791;

Steelhead Cabins, 530/623-6325.
Fishing guides: Paul Caranese, Catman’s

p, with a Forest Service nwaﬁmnoz:nr is lo-
J just downstream of where the North Fork

are a few other campgrounds upstream
Iso offer river access. The best bet hereis to
gke the 12-mile run, taking out above Burnt
nch Gorge, a mostly pristine river section that
s deep pools and beautiful giant boulders.
Ranch Gorge is rated Class V, clearly for
in oar boats who like living on the edge
J don’t mind a tittle danger.
As for guided trips, only Trinity River Raft-

Ohne of Northern California’s greatest swim-

In mid to late summer, it is the perfect place

put on a life jacket and slowly float down the
piver in the warm, benign water.
Access: A primitive boat ramp (small, flac-
hwittomed boats and rafts only) is available at
Vyinity River Lodge RV Resort, located south
ol Vewiston off Trinity Dam Boulevard. Raf-
ters can put in at the bridge in the town of
| ewiston and take out at one of several points
north of Douglas City.

“I'here are no boat ramps on the lower stretch
ol the river. Rafters can pur in near Pigeon
sint Campground (access is located just up-
river of North Fork); take out five miles down
Big Flac Campground (access is located
0.25 mile downstream from Big Flat Store);
\hose who want a longer run can take out 24
miles downstream at the highway bridge at
(‘edar Flat. Note: Unless you're an expert, take
out at Cedar Flat or upstream. Downstream of
Cedar Blat lies Burnt Ranch Gorge, a difficult
,,E_:\E:n‘ Class IV=V run.
Facilities, fees: Several nw:ﬁmnoc:mm are

located along Highway 299 and off Trinity
)am Boulevard. RV spots are available at Trinity Guide Service, P.O. Box 425,

the privately owned Trinity River Lodge RV Douglas City, CA 96024, 530/623-2328,
Resort. Drinking water and vault toilets are  pcatanese@dhscott.com. Other guides:
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Dennis Palla, 530/623-5014; Jorgen Moholt,
530/623-2145; Herb Burton, Trinity Fly
Shop, 530/623-6757; Jack Trout, 530/926-
5450; Liam Gogan, Trinity River Outfitters,
530/623-6376.

Guided rafting trips: Wilderness Ad-
ventures, 530/623-3665 or 800/418-9287,
www.wildrivertrips.com; Bigfoot Rafting
Company, 530/629-2263 or 800/722-2223,
www.bigfootrafting.com; Klamath River
Outfitters, 530/469-3349 or 800/748-3735,
www.klamathriveroutfitters.com; Living Wa-
ters Recreation, 530/926-5446 or 800/994-
7238, www.livingwatersrec.com; Marble
Mountain Ranch, 530/469-3322 or 800/552-
6284, www.marblemountainranch.com; Os-
prey Outdoors Kayak School, 530/926-6310,
www.ospreykayak.com; Redwoods and Rivers,
800/429-0090, www.redwoods-rivers.com;
River Dancers, 530/926-3517 or 800/926-
5002, www.riverdancers.com; Rubicon
Whitewater Adventures, 707/887-2452,
www.rubiconadventures.com; Tributary
Whitewater Tours, 530/346-6812 or 800/672-
3846, www.whitewatertours.com; Trinity
River Rafting, 530/623-3033 or 800/307-4837,
www.trinityriverrafting.com; Turtle River
Rafting, 530/926-3223 or 800/726-3223,
www.turtleriver.com; Whitewater Voyages,
800/400-7238, www.whitewatervoyages.com;
Trinity Adventure Park, 800/839-7275,
www.trinityadventures.com.

Hi) RUTH LAKE
SREREaD
Rating: 7
near Mad River in Six m_<mqm National ...o_.mm»
Map 2.3, page 47
California’s northwest corner is wzoé: mo~ its
great rivers—the Smith, Klamath, Trinity,
Mad, Mattole, Eel, and Van Duzen to name
just a few—but the entire region has scarcely any
lakes. Ruth Lake, in fact, is the only major lake

that offers significant recreational opportunities
within a decent driving distance of Eureka.

Even then it requires a long drive on twisty '
Highway 36. But in the summer, when the |
Humboldt coastline is fogged in, the hot’
climate here makes Ruch an attractive des- 4
tination. The lake, really a reservoir that §
covers 1,200 acres, is located at an eleva- 1
tion of 2,600 feet on the western edge of §
Trinity County, remote by almost anyone’s ,
standards. |

In the summer, the warm water makes this
an ideal place for families to spend some time *
swimming. Most water sports are permitted |
on the lake, including waterskiing and riding
personal watercraft, but houseboats are ao",,.,.,.

allowed (pontoon boats are okay). Fishing i _m
decent for rainbow trout in the spring and mon
bass in the summer. .,..
Access: Three boat ramps are available at'§
Ruth Lake. 4
Facilities, fees: Ruth Lake Marina has full §
marina services and rents out fishing boats,
ski boats, and pontoon boats. Picnic areas ;
are also provided. Several campgrounds with ;
drinking water and vault toilets are nearby. |
Licclefield Ranch has cabins for rent. Sup- 4
plies can be obtained in Mad River. Access

[

is free. 1 ,
Water sports, restrictions: Power boats, §
waterskiing, wakeboarding, riding personal 4
watercraft, sailing, and windsurfing are’|

permitted. Swimming beaches are avail-
able at Sheriff’s Cove Day-Use Area, Ruth’
Recreation Area, Old Ruth Day-Use Area,
and at a small gravel bar adjacent to Ruth
Lake Marina.
Directions: From Eureka, drive south on_
U.S. 101 to Alton and the junction with
Highway 36. Turn cast on Highway 36 and §
drive about 50 miles to the town of Mad$
River. Turn right at the sign for Ruth Lake/%
Lower Mad River Road and drive 12 miles?
to the lake.
Contact: Six Rivers National Forest, me
River Ranger District, 707/574-6233, fax
707/574-6273; Ruth Lake Marina, 707/574-1
6194; Six Rivers Lodge, 707/574-6220; Jour-

ney’s End, 707/574-6441. 4

TRINITY LAKE
SAEnEAD

Rating: 8
near Weaverville in Shasta-Trinity
National Forest
Map 2.4, page 48 BEST(
Trinity is a big lake with full-service marinas.
You can rent a houseboat, stay in a cabin at
tedar Stock Resort, or head out and pitch a
tent at a boat-in camp (there are several good
vamps, including one at Caprain’s Point on
the west shore of the Trinity River Arm). The
ke boasts a wide variety of fishing, includ-

smallmouth bass and rainbow trout. Even

when the water level is down, there is still
plenty of lake to explore and fish.

Nestled at the castern foot of the Trin-
Ity Alps, the lake is set at an elevation of
2,300 feet and covers 17,000 acres. This is
big enough to provide plenty of room for all
tvpes of water sports, including waterskiing,
personal watercraft, windsurfing, and fishing;
yet it's sufficiently remote that large numbers
of boaters rarely descend on the place. Most of
the people who visic the area end up spending

me time in Trinity Center, a big-time family
resort destination.

The lake’s surface temperature fluctuates
preatly throughout the year, dipping to freez-
Ing cold in winter and only becoming rolerable
lor swimming by July. By August, however,
the lake is practically a giant bathtub, great
|
use areas and campgrounds operated by the
Forese Service.

swimming, with the best access at the day-

It only Trinity Lake were a real lake and
hot a reservoir, it would be a virtual mountain

But it is a reservoir, and as such is subject to

adise for fishing, boating, and camping,

vevere drawdowns because water is diverted
and sent to the Sacramento River for farming,
1t means less water is around for Trinity

¢, particularly by late summer.

lor a major lake with significant facilities,
muarinas, and lodging, it is somewhat remote.
lior many, thatis perfect. It has all the qualities
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of Shasta Lake, Northern California’s number
one recreation lake, yet withourt the crowds
on the water.

Access: Eight boat ramps are located on Trin-
ity Lake.

Facilities, fees: Paved boat ramps, boat docks,
rentals for houseboats, fishing boats, ski boats,
personal watercraft, and pontoon boats are
available at full-service marinas. Lodging,
campgrounds with restrooms, drinking water,
showers, flush toilets and vault toilets, gas, and
stores are available nearby. Resorts include:
Trinity Center Marina, Pinewood Cove Re-
sort, and Trinity Lake Resort and Marina (see
Conzact this listing). Many campgrounds are
available, including boat-in sites. There are
fees for boat launching and lodging. Some re-
sorts charge day-use fees or require rentals.
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats,
waterskiing, wakeboarding, personal water-
craft, sailing, windsurfing, and swimming
are permitted. A 5-mph speed limit is en-
forced near the marinas and in coves. There
are several swimming spots here; the Clark
Springs and Stoney Creek day-use areas have
large beaches.

Directions: From I-5 at Redding, take High-
way 299 west and drive 52 miles to Weaver-
ville and Highway 3. Turn north on Highway
3 and drive 14 miles to the lake. This road will
take you directly to a boat ramp; boat ramps
are also available farther north, off Highway
3 and Trinity Dam Boulevard.

To Tannery Gulch: From I-5 at Redding,
take Highway 299 west and drive to Weaver-
ville at Highway 3. Turn north on Highway
3 and drive 13.5 miles to County Road 172.
Turn right on County Road 172 and drive
1.5 miles to the campground and nearby boat
ramp.

To Stuarts Fork Boat Ramp: From 1-5 at
Redding, take Highway 299 west and drive
to Weaverville at Highway 3. Turn north on
Highway 3 and drive seven miles to the Stuarts
Fork arm of Trinity Lake.

To Bowerman Boat Ramp: From [-5 at
Redding, take Highway 299 west and drive
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to Weaverville at Highway 3. Turn north on
Highway 3 and drive to Covington Mill (six
miles south of Trinity Center). Turn right
(south) on Guy Covington Road and drive
two miles to the boat-ramp entrance.

To Pinewood Resort: From I-5 at Redding,
take Highway 299 west and drive to Weaver-
ville at Highway 3. Turn north on Highway
3 and drive 14 miles to the resort entrance
on the right.

To Trinity Lake KOA: From Redding, take

Highway 299 west and drive to Weaverville
at Highway 3. Turn north on Highway 3 and
drive to Trinity Lake and continue to Trin-
ity Center. At Trinity Center, continue 0.5
mile north on Highway 3 to the resort (on
the right).
Contact: Shasta-Trinity National Forest,
Weaverville Ranger Station, 530/623-2121,
www.fs.fed.us/r5; Shasta Cascade Wonderland
Association, 530/365-7500 or 800/474-2782,
www.shastacasade.org; Estrellita Marina,
800/747-2215, www.estrellitamarina.com.

Resorts: Trinity Lake Resorts, 530/286-
2225 or 800/255-5561, www.trinity
lakeresort.com; Trinity Lake KOA, 530/266-
3337 or 800/715-3337, www.wyntoon
resort.com; Pinewood Cove Resort, 800/988-
5253 (reservations) or 530/286-2201, www
.pinewoodcove.com; Trinity Alps Marina,
800/824-0083, www.trinityalpsmarina.com.

B LEWISTON LAKE
SERED
Rating: 9
near Lewiston in Shasta-Trinity National Forest
Map 2.4, page 48
This is one of the prettiest reservoirs in Cali-
fornia, always full to the brim and ringed by
conifers, with the Trinity Alps to the north-
west providing a beautiful backdrop. Features
include a campground in a gorgeous lakeside
serting (Mary Smith), a small, friendly resort

with cabin rentals (Lakeview Terrace), and
good trout fishing.

B khorn Summit, continuing for five miles
o ity Dam Boulevard. Turn right on
: Hrinity Dam Boulevard and drive 10 miles
E (% miles past Lewiston) to the resort on the

Long and narrow, Lewiston is set at 1,9008

feet in elevation, spanning a length of ninef
miles and 750 acres, with 15 miles of shores
line. People often overlook this lake in favor?
of its big brother, nearby Trinity Lake, which
covers 17,000 acres. When viewed from the |
air, it is easy to see how Lewiston Lake is ac- §
tually the afterbay for Trinity, with the flows
from Trinity Dam forming the headwaters }
of Lewiston. When those flows are running

{ef1 side of the road. To reach Pine Cove
Mutina, continue 0.5 mile on Trinity Dam
LB rd.

.. Qentact: Shasta-Trinity National Forest,
L Weaverville Ranger Station, 530/623-2121;
Miasia Cascade Wonderland Association,
N 0/365-7500 or 800/474-2782, www
ahastacascade.org; Pine Cove RV Park &
on upstream, but it is usually best just below § Muiina, 530/778-3770, www.pine-cove-ma-
Trinity Dam. 1 tiim.com; Lakeview Terrace Resort, 530/778-
103, www.lakeviewterraceresort.com;
Iinity Fly Shop, 530/623-6757.

through the powerhouse, the trout fishing is §
outstanding anywhere from Lakeview Terrace

For owners of small boats, the best thing |

about Lewiston Lake is the strictly enforced 1
speed limit, 10 mph, which keeps the lake
quiet and calm. These are ideal condirions for §

B8 CLEAR CREEK
BB

canoes and small aluminum boats because all §
the powerboaters go to Trinity Lake. Also, the |
water here is quite cold, great for trou fishing Rating: 6
but poor for swimming.

west of Redding
Map 2.4, page 48

"I'ssssst. Want to hear a secrer? Just don’t tell

So despite Lewiston’s beauty, it gets rela-
tively light use. Water-skiers, personal water-
craft, and powerboaters avoid Lewiston, but
people looking for a quiet day on a prerty lake
treasure it.

wnvbody about it.”

‘I'hat is how people talk about Clear Creek.
You see, everybody in this area goes to nearby
W hiskeytown Lake. They don’t know that
r Creek, along with the lictle campground

Access: A paved ramp is located at Pine Cove
Marina. A primitive launch is provided at Lake-
view Terrace Resort for resort guests only. 1
Facilities, fees: Fishing boats and houseboats
can be rented at Lakeview Terrace. Pine Cove

¢, exists. But it does.

Clear Creek is pretty, with beautiful ripar-
tan habirac bordering the water, yet it’s far
enough off the beaten path that it gets light

Marina offers full marina services and rents
out fishing boats. Campgrounds with drinking
water and vault toilets are available. Supplies tse. So if you visit Whiskeytown Lake during
can be obtained in Lewiston. Fees are charged the peak carly summer season and are seek-
for camping, day use, and boat launching. ing a quiet alternative, little Clear Creek just
Water sports, restrictions: Fishing boats, might suit your needs.
rowboats, canoes, kayaks, inflatables, sailing, Several excellent swimming holes, along
and windsurfing are permicted. A 10-mph

speed limic is strictly enforced. Waterskiing,

with a couple of nice sandy bars, are available
right off the access road. They are favorite
wakeboarding, and personal watercraft are retreats for a few locals. Fishing for small trout
here is fair.

Whiskeytown Lake (see the Shasta Lake
listing) is a National Recreation Area that

not permitted. The water is generally too
cold for swimming and other water/body
contact sports.

Directions: To Lakeview Terrace: From Red-
ding, take Highway 299 west and drive to

ofters full facilities, most water sports, hik-
ing, biking, and camping. Despite all these
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attractions, Clear Creek has a special charm
that is just as compelling.

Access: There is no boat ramp.

Facilities, fees: A small primitive campground
is provided north of French Gulch. Vault toi-
lets are available. No drinking water. Garbage
must be packed out. Other campsites are lo-
cated at Whiskeytown Lake. Supplies can be
obtained in Redding. Access is free.

Water sports, restrictions: Several good swim-
ming holes are located off Trinity Mountain
Road; look for the access roads.

Directions: From Redding, take Highway 299
west and drive 17 miles to Trinity Lake Road
{just west of Whiskeytown Lake). Turn north
on Trinity Lake Road and continue past the
town of French Gulch for about 12 miles to
the Trinity Mountain Ranger Station. Turn
right on County Road 106/East Side Road
(gravel) and drive north for about 11 miles
to the campground access road (dirt). Turn
right on the access road and drive two miles to
the campground. Access is available off short
roads that junction with Trinity Mountain
Road, which parallels the creek.

Contact: Shasta-Trinity National Forest,
Weaverville Ranger District, 530/623-2121,
fax 530/623-6010, www.fs.fed.us/r5.

FX3 SHASTA LAKE
=laliali] o]

=]A]
Rating: 10

near Redding in Shasta-Trinity National Forest
Map 2.4, page 48 § BEST( |
This is the boating capital of the west. This
giant lake has 370 miles of shoreline, 400
houseboat rentals, 11 marinas, 15 boat ramps,
13 campgrounds, lakeshore lodging, and 22
species of sport fish. No matter what the sea-
son, Shasta is so big that there is plenty of
room for everybody—water-skiers, wakeboard-
ers, personal watercraft riders, houseboaters,
anglers, swimmers, windsurfers. You name i,
Shasta can accommodate them all.

Shasta is really five bodies of water in one,
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with each lake arm forming a separate lake:
Sacramento Arm, McCloud Arm, Pit Arm,
Squaw Creek Arm, and the central lake body
(Sacramento) near the dam. Add in the thou-
sands of little coves and secret inlets, and you
have the equivalent of a mansion that is so big
you could never fully explore it.

It is easy to get accustomed to the large
number of boaters at Shasta Lake. In the sum-
mer there are hundreds of houseboats here,
plus quite a few water-skiers and wakeboard-
ers. But this is one place where there is plenty
of room for all comers. With all the houseboat-
ers on the water, it can seem like a giant party,
with everybody happy, and you can bet on lots
of sun, skin, lotion, and potent liquids. If you
want to escape the festivities, just head into
one of the quiet coves.

Shasta Lake is located just north of Red-
ding, in the foothill country at an elevation
of 1,000 feet. Covering 29,500 surface acres,
this is the biggest reservoir in California. In
a houseboat it takes about five or six days to
tour the whole thing. Most people, however,
develop an affinity for one section of the lake
and return to it year after year, just like going
to a second home.

Houseboating has become so popular that
virtually every houseboat available for rent
on the lake is booked the entire summer, Me-
morial Day through Labor Day. That makes
planning and reserving far in advance a ne-
cessity. After a short instructional and safety
lesson on how to operate the boat, you are set
free to roam and play on your own.

Because surface water temperatures at Shas-
ta range from the 70s to the low 80s in the
summer, the lake can feel like a giant bathtub,
ideal for waterskiing and personal watercraft.
Swimming is only fair, primarily because most
of the shoreline areas have steep drop-offs, as
do most reservoirs. Two of the better spots to
jump in for a swim are at Jones Valley and
Gregory Creek, where the lake bottom con-
tours are more gradually sloped. No matter
where you take the plunge, children should
always be supervised in the water.
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Campgrounds never completely fill up, and
boaters can take advantage of the additional
boat-in sites, the best of which is at Ski Island.
One problem at the drive-in campgrounds is
the distance between the campsites and the
water. Because the big reservoir is drawn down
in late summer as water is shipped to points
south, campgrounds located on the upper
arms of the lake can end up being a steep hike
from the water, with a wheezer of a climb up
on the way back.

A few side notes: In the spring, bass fishers
can have 30-fish (and better) days using plastic
worms along the shoreline of the Squaw Creek
Afm, Sacramento Arm, and McCloud Arm.
Trolling for trout and salmon is often excellent
at the Dry Creck Arm, and fishing for spot-
ted bass with live minnows or Senko worms
is sensational from late March through early
June. The best hiking is on the Centimudi
Trail near Jones Valley, and the Shasta Caverns
offers a great tour of the limestone caves on
the McCloud Arm. The lake has several full-
time sheriff’s patrol boats. Competitions for
wakeboarding, waterskiing, and kneeboarding
are held here through late spring and summer.
In recent years, wakeboarding, in particular,
has become extremely popular. Waterskiing
and wakeboarding lessons are available.

When you put it all together, no place pro-
vides more boating recreation opportunities,
diversity, and quality than Shasta Lake.
Access: There are many boat ramps:

* Antlers Resort: A full-service marina, con-
venience store, and picnic area are available.
Houseboats, pontoon boats, aluminum fish-
ing boats, personal watercraft, ski boars, and
canoes can be rented. For more information
call 530/238-2553 or 800/238-3924, or visit
www.shastalakevacations.com. A campground
and paved boat ramp are nearby at Antlers
RV Park and Campground, 530/238-2322
or 800/642-6849.

* Bridge Bay Resort & Marina: A paved
ramp, full-service marina, motel, convenience
store, restaurant, and picnic area are avail-
able. Houseboats, ski boats, pontoon boats,

and aluminum fishing boats are for re, tn, personal watercraft, aluminum fish-
For more information call 530/275-3021
800/752-9669.

* Digger Bay Marina: There is a paved ra

hoats, canoes and kayaks can be rented.
t more information call 530/238-2711 or
P0/223-7950. There is a fee for parking or
nching at boat ramps.

ellities, fees: Lodging, cabins, camp-

a full-service marina, gas, and a store. Hou
boats, ski boats, and aluminum fishing bos§
can be rented. For more information cf inds, restrooms with showers and flush
530/275-3072 or 800/752-9669.
* Holiday Harbor: A two-lane, paved ra !
full-service marina, RV park, cafe, convi ,.“’n boats, ski boats, personal watercraft and
] wies for rent. Fees are charged for boat

Mllcts, drinking water, and convenience

e available. Many marinas have fish-

nience store, gas, picnic area, and playgrou
are available. Houseboats, ski boats, vo:no,. ing, day use, and camping.
. Directions: Fishing access points are available
#ll wiound che shore and can be reached by
#hing one of several exits off I-5 north of Red-
4 #inp. A popular spot is Fisherman’s Point, at
$hasta Dam. From Redding, drive four miles
purth on -5, Take the Shasta Dam Boulevard
#hi and drive to Lake Boulevard. Turn right
fwell signed) and drive to the boat ramp at the

E . Directions to other marinas and access

boats, personal warercraft, aluminum fish
ing boats, and canoes can be rented. B
more information call 530/238-2383 ¢
800/776-2628. ,,,
* Jones Valley Resort: A boat ramp, full-servid
marina, and convenience store are availablf
Houseboats, fishing boats, ski boars, pontog
boats, personal watercraft, canoes, and kay
aks can be rented. For more information ca)
530/275-7950 or 877/468-7326.
* Lakeview Marina Resort: A full-servi

follow.

'l Antlers: From Redding, drive north on
}+4 fon- 24 miles to the Lakeshore-Antlers Road
,, #ult, in Lakehead. Take that exit, turn right
L M the stop sign, and drive a short distance to
Antlers Road. At Antlers Road, turn right and
diive one mile south to the campground and

marina and convenience store are availablg
Houseboats, ski boats, personal imHQnSm,,
pontoon boats, fishing boats, and kayaks c3

be rented. Use of the paved boat ramp depend
on parking space availability. For more infof
mation call 530/238-2442 or 877/474-278%
* Packers Bay: A boat ramp, marina, doclj

Peathy boat ramp.

8 1o Sugarloaf: From Redding, drive north
#i | 5 for 24 miles to the Antlers-Lakeshore
Diive exit. Take that exit and turn left on
}akeshore Drive. Drive three miles (look for

fuel, and convenience store are availabl '
Houseboats can be rented. For more informg
tion call 530/275-5570 or 800/331-3137.

* Shasta Marina: A marina, gas, and conw ; the Loafon Inn sign) and turn left and drive

nience store are available. Houseboats can # the entrance for Sugarloaf. Turn left and

rented. For more information call 530/2384
2284 or 800/959-3359. d
* Silverthorn Resort: A paved ramp, full
service marina, cabins, mooring, gas, pizz

#iive 10 the marina and boat ramp.

* 'l Hirz Bay: From Redding, drive north on
1% lor about 20 miles to the Salt Creek/Gilman
#i. furn right on Gilman Road/County Road
THO0Y and drive northeast for 10 miles to the
#nipground/boat launch access road. Turn
tight and drive 0.5 mile to the boat ramp.
keshore Marina: From Redding, drive
aorth on [-5 for 24 miles to Lakehead and the
st {or Lakeshore Drive/Antlers Road. Take
that cxit, turn left at che stop sign and drive
Wler the freeway to Lakeshore Drive. Turn

parlor (summer only), and a store are avail
able. Houseboats, pontoon boats, ski boatsg
aluminum fishing boats, kayaks, and persond

watercraft can be rented. For more informad
tion call 530/275-1571 or 800/332-3044.
* Sugarloaf Marina: A two-lane, paved ramp

full-service marina, and convenience store a
available. Houseboats, ski boats, pontoo:

Shasta and Trinity 75

left and drive three miles to the entrance on
the left.

¢ To Bailey Cove: From Redding, drive north
on [-5 over the Pit River Bridge at Shasta Lake
to O’Brien Road/Shasta Caverns Road exit.
Turn east (right) on Shasta Caverns Road and
drive 0.25 mile to a signed turnoff for Bailey
Cove. Turn right and drive one mile to Bailey
Cove Boat Ramp.

* To Holiday Harbor: From Redding, drive
north on I-5 for 18 miles to the O’Brien/Shasta
Caverns Road exit. Turn right (east) at Shasta
Caverns Road and drive about one mile to the
marina entrance on the right.

* To Lakeview Marina Resort: From Red-
ding, drive north on I-5 for 18 miles to the
O’Brien/Shasta Caverns Road exit. Turn right
(east) at Shasta Caverns Road and drive to the
marina road entrance (just past the mailboxes)
on the left. Turn left and drive to the marina
and boat ramp.

* To Packers Bay: From Redding, drive north
on I-5 for 18 miles to the O’Brien/Shasta Cav-
erns Road exit. Take that exit to the stop sign,
turn left, drive a short distance, and then turn
left and drive south on -5 a short distance to
the exit for Packer’s Bay. Take that exit and
drive two miles to the marina and boat ramp.
* To Shasta Marina: From Redding, drive
north on I-5 for 18 miles to the O’Brien/Shasta
Caverns Road exit. Take that exit to the stop
sign. Turn west on O’Brien Inlet Road and
drive one mile to the entrance to the marina
and boat ramp.

* To Jones Valley & Silverthorn: From Red-
ding, turn east on Highway 299 and drive 7.5
miles (just past the town of Bella Vista) to Dry
Creck Road. Turn left on Dry Creek Road and
drive nine miles to a Y in the road. For Jones
Valley Resort and public ramp, bear right at the
Y. For Silverthorn Resort, bear left at the Y.

* To Bridge Bay: From Redding, take I-5 north
for eight miles to the Bridge Bay exit. Take
that exit and continue one mile to the office.
Pay for boat launching, then drive south 100
yards to the boat ramp.

* To Centimudi/Shasta Dam: From I-5 in
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Redding, drive north for three miles to the exit
for the town of Shasta Lake City and Shasta
Dam Boulevard. Take that exit, bear west on
Shasta Dam Boulevard, and drive three miles
to Lake Boulevard. Turn right on Lake Boule-
vard and drive two miles to a fork. Turn right
and drive 0.5 mile to the boat launch.
* To Digger Bay: From I-5 in Redding, drive
north for three miles to the exit for the town of
Shasta Lake City and Shasta Dam Boulevard.
Take that exit and bear west on Shasta Dam
Boulevard, then drive about three miles to Shasta
Park Drive. Turn right on Shasta Park Drive
(which becomes Digger Bay Road) and drive
about four miles to the marina and boat ramp.
Contact: Shasta Lake Visitor Information
Center, 530/275-1589, www.fs.fed.us/r5;
Shasta Cascade Wonderland Association,
530/365-7500 or 800/474-2782, www.shasta
cascade.com; Guide Gary Miralles, Shasta
Tackle & Sportfishing, 530/275-2278; Phil’s
Propeller, 530/275-4939; Basshole, 530/238-
2170; Shasta Lake, www.shastalake.com.
Resorts: Digger Bay Marina, 530/275-3072;
Bridge Bay Resort, 800/752-9669; Antlers Re-
sort, 530/238-2553 or 530/238-2301; Holiday
Harbor, 530/238-2383; Silverthorn Resort,
530/275-1571 or 800/332-3044.

P WHISKEYTOWN LAKE
SEREfaan

Rating: 8
near Reddingin m:mmﬂm..:‘_:f National Forest

Map 2.4, page 48
Whiskeytown is easy to nmmor, is m_NmU_m

enough that you can spend a lot of time ex-
ploring, and has decent camping accommo-
dations. Year-round this is a good place for
boating, but the highlights here are excellent
sailing in the spring, great hiking and biking,
and typically high water levels. Is there any
downside? Well, the wind can really kick up
during the spring, but, hey, that is why this is
the hands-down favorite in the area for wind-
surfers and sailboaters.

gor ccnter) to the campground entrance
o the left. Turn left and drive a short
Wani e 1o the campground. A paved launch
e Jull service marina, convenience store,

The good-sized lake covers 3,220 acres w
36 miles of shoreline and is just a short del
west of Redding at an elevation of 1,200 fed
In the summer the water is clear and warg}
and with a few large sandy beaches, it is id # anack bar are available. Pontoon boats,
for youngsters to kick around in. The popu Bumts, sailboats, fishing boats, canoes, and

picnic arcas at Oak Bottom and Brandy Cre | bty can be rented.

7

are exceptional, and the operators of both hiskey Creek: From Redding, drive west

rinas are extremely helpful and friendly. Fis}§ Highway 299 for eight miles to the visitors
ing is good for kokanee salmon and rainbol ter. Turn left at the visitors center (Ken-
trout, although to be successful you'll need dly Memorial Drive) and drive six miles to
be skilled in trolling techniques. But Whj A eampground on the right side of the road.
keytown really shines in the spring when we§ waf.._ launch ramp is available. A conve-
pee atore is nearby.

Iitles, fees: There are three campgrounds
h drinking water and vault toilets. Picnic
wn are available. Snacks are sold at Brandy
ek und Oak Bottom; full supplies can

ohtuined in Redding. Access and boat

winds typically reach 10-15 knots, making
perfect for sailing and windsurfing. ;
The federal ban on personal watercraft d
national parks took effect at Whiskeyto
in 2003.
Just beyond the western end of the la
at Mill Creek, a pretty hiking trail is rout ‘ whching are free. Fees are charged for day
along the stream for several miles. Cover ' ¢, buat launching, and camping. Annual
mes available
runs gin-clear in the summer and strong i w dor sports, restrictions: Powerboats, wa-
tonkling, wakeboarding, sailing, windsurf-
m:? atil swimming are allowed. No personal

by a canopy of oak woodlands, Mill Cree}

the spring, with lots of miniature waterfallg
pools, and drops. The trail parallels th ,
Witercraft. Several sandy swimming beaches
##e located around the lake for swimming.
#'he hiest are at the day-use areas at Brandy
Creek and Oak Botrom.

Pirsctions: See directions under Access points
I this liscing,

Qontact: Whiskeytown National Recre-
ftlon Area, 530/242-3400 or 530/246-
{225 Shasta Cascade Wonderland
Amnciation, 530/365-7500 or 800/474-2782,
www.shastacascade.org; Oak Bottom Marina,
840/ $59-2269.

pretty ribbon of water, crossing and recros
ing the creek many times. The only sounds o

accompany your thoughts are the twitterin|
of birds, rushing water, and perhaps a ligh
breeze rustling the leaves, always mgmno:
in the fall.

Upon arrival, your first stop should be ﬂr
visitor center, an outstanding facility located
just off the highway. Free brochures and flyer
are available, as are a staff of professionals whe
can answer any recreation questions. .
Access: There are three boat ramps:
* Brandy Creek Marina: From Redding, dri

west on Highway 299 for eight miles to the pa
KESWICK LAKE

BERER

visitors center. Turn left at the visitors centef!
(Kennedy Memorial Drive) and drive five mileg}
to the campground entrance road on the rightij

Rating: 4
ar maaa_:o _: m:m&m.._.::_:\ Zm:o:m_ 103&

Turn right and drive a short distance to the}
camp. A paved launch ramp, swimming beachy
snack bar, and convenience store are available,
* Oak Bottom Marina: From Redding, drive]
west on Highway 299 for 15 miles (past the]

I'hix long, narrow reservoir is ZE»R& &nnn&v\
helow giant Shasta Lake, and with Shasta
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getting such heavy use, you mighe think
Keswick would make a great, less-crowded
alternative.

Well, there are indeed fewer people here.
In fact, the lake is used by practically no one
except for a few anglers. But great? Sorry.

The water entering 630-acre Keswick
comes from the bottom of Shasta Dam,
making this lake extremely cold, even in
summer. The result is limited opportunities
for water sports, including waterskiing and
swimming. It is doubly poor for swimming,
because not only is the warter painfully chilly,
but the shoreline is rough and blocky with not
a beach in sight.

Almost everybody in search of a good
lake in the Redding area heads northbound
on I-5 to Shasta or west on Highway 299
to Whiskeytown, giving nary a thought to
Keswick Lake. Everybody, that is, except a
handful of anglers who have learned that
there is a chance that giant rainbow trout
will bite when the powerhouse is running
at the head of the lake. Alas, when the pow-
erhouse is down, fishing opportunities go
kaput as well. When that happens you can
head up here and never encounter another
soul, even in summer.

Access: A paved boat ramp is located off Iron
Mountain Road on the east side of the lake.
Facilities, fees: Vault toilets are available at
a day-use area. No drinking water. Access
is free.

Water sports, restrictions: Q\mﬂa:r:zm%
wakeboarding, sailing, windsurfing, and
personal watercraft are permitted, but rarely
seen. Swimming is allowed, bur there are no
beaches and the water is quite cold even in
summer.

Directions: From I-5 at Redding, take the
Highway 299 West exit. Drive four miles west
to Iron Mountain Road. Turn right (north) on
Iron Mountain Road and drive four miles to
the lake. Follow the signs to the boat ramp.
Contact: U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau
of Reclamation, Northern California Area,
530/275-1554.
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2 LOWER SACRAMENTO
RIVER

=2l J=]Al
Rating: 7
near Redding

Map2.4,page 48 o
Nothing captivates in the spring and early

summer quite like a river adventure through
woods and water, paddling by day in a canoe
(or kayak), and then camping along the river
by night. I've done several multi-day trips
like this in Northern California on the lower
Klamath, Eel, and Sacramento Rivers, and
elsewhere. The best all-around easy trip with a
few thrills in the mix is the Sac, paddling from
Redding to Woodson Bridge State Recreation
Area near Corning,.

This trip runs about 70 miles, best done in
four days and three nights, includes a Class
IT gorge, several Class I runs, with excellent
camping on sand bars. The trip can also be
shortened by putting in or taking out at other
access points along the way. The most notable
of these are at Balls Ferry in Anderson (to avoid
the rapids) and at the Red Bluff Diversion
Dam. The Diversion Dam starts operations
on May 15; before that you can paddle right on
through, after that, you must portage. If you
don’t have a canoe, rentals are available in San
Francisco, Oakland, and Sacramento.

The best put-in is at the Posse Grounds in
Redding, which is adjacent to the Redding
Convention Center. This provides the most
scenic trip. From here, the first 20 miles down
to Balls Ferry is pretty and easy, with no sur-
prises. The river runs emerald green and is
bordered by cottonwoods and alders, a gor-
geous upland riparian zone. Wildlife is abun-
dant, especially blue herons and wood ducks,
and paddlers will also see turtles sunning on
logs or rocks, with deer and wild turkey com-
mon along the shore.

This is also the best stretch of river for trout
fishing. The best prospects are anchoring just
above riffles and slicks, and then running a
nightcrawler, Hot Shot, or Glo Bug down-

stream on the edges of these spots, near wting debris, and, rarely, rebar from
bottom. Another great fishing spot is at ¢
Tehama Riffle for shad, best from late M{ people try inner tubing on the river,
through mid-June. Bendi

But you know what happens? At the sta#
ing point, most are eager to paddle, and a .
become concerned about covering enougl

tlocks from failed riprap projects.

¢ extremely poor, primarily
86 the water is so cold that it numbs the
#hd hecause there are few places to stop

the hank. If these things don’t bother
water, so many rush through the early stag

of the trip, where the fishing is best and wil
life sightings are highest. 1

About 10 miles past Balls Ferry, the trig
biggest challenge awaits: China Rapids, rat

p awiic that, according to the law, inner
it wear life jackets. County sheriffs
the 1iver and will issue citations.

@ {here are four public boat ramps:
nds put-in: Take I-5 to Redding
or Highway 299 West/Central

ake that exit and drive one mile

Class II. This is a chute in a short, rocky go
where your canoe will rock like a teeter-tott

as you are propelled forward. Paddlers ¢ ramento River) to Auditorium

i

add to their safety margin by rocking t
paddles back and forth in the current. T

will slow the boat down, making it far easig

ight and drive 0.5 mile (Conven-
) Center on your right) to the parking lot
N f...: ACLCSS.

ke Redding Park: Take I-5 to Redding
f the exit for Lake Boulevard exit. Take that
I went and drive to North Market Street.
mnith (left) on North Market Street and
ve 1.5 mile to Quarez Hill Road. Turn west
lght) o1 Quarez Hill Road and continue to
) #6s ond entrance on the left into the park

to pick your way through the rough stuff.
you paddle hard, on the other hand (as if i
raft), you can be propelled out of control,
you broach, you’ll flip. 4
There are a few other Class I rapids that ¢
be dealt with by taking “an inside line,” as § A

is called, away from the white water. 4

The evening camping is sensational, with lunk tor signs for the boat ramp.

,m Bunnyvicw: Take I-5 to south Redding and
ddll
peh . 1k chat exit to Bonnyview and turn

choice of many large sandbars set on the insidj
of pretzel turns on the river. With a canoe, yof

¢ Bonnyview-Bechelli Lane/Churn

can bring plenty of supplies, so each evening
a celebration of the day, not a recovery. M and drive (across the river) to the first

River flows are based on releases fro wlter the bridge. Turn left to the parking
Keswick Dam. By late May, releases are cypii
cally 12,500~15,000 CFS, which makes fof
a faster ride—but a required portage around
the Red Bluff Diversion Dam. To avoid tha

portage, some will shorten the trip by using

pa and boat ramp.

Woodson Bridge take-out: Take I-5 to Corn-
: b4
Iy i 1he exic for South Ave. Take thar exic

rive six miles to the entrance on the

mediately after crossing the river).
Red Bluff as either the ending point or start

ing point. :

This stretch of the Sacramento is also very]
popular for fishing, with plenty of trout fron
spring through early summer, and salmog
from mid-August through October. Powers
boaters should be aware of fluctuating wateg
levels and shallow spots, which is why mos
boaters remove their propellers and switch tf
jet drives, despite the reduction in speed. Po<
tentially dangerous obstacles include downed;
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Facilities, fees: Several campgrounds and RV
parks are nearby. Access to the river and the
public ramps is free.

Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, drift-
boats, canoes, kayaks, and rafts are permitted.
The river is too cold for swimming and other
water/body contact sports. Those floating
in rafts or inner tubes must be wearing life
jackets or face arrest by the Shasta County
Sheriff Boat Patrol.

Directions: Take I-5 to Shasta County. Access
is available from exits for Riverside, Balls
Ferry/Anderson, Jellys Ferry, and elsewhere.
In Redding, access is also available at the
Posse Grounds near the Redding Civic
Auditorium.

Contact: U.S. Forest Service, Lake Red Bluff
Recreation Area, 530/527-2813; Woodson
Bridge State Recreation Area, 530/839-
2112; Shasta Cascade Wonderland Asso-
ciation, 530/365-7500 or 800/474-2782,
www.shastacascade.org; Woodson Bridge
State Recreation Area, 530/839-2112. River
flows, http://cdec.water.ca.gov.

Canoe & kayak rentals: California Canoe &
Kayak, 510/893-7833 (Oakland) and 916/353-
5171 (Sacramento), www.calkayak.com.

Canoe instruction: Canoe West, 530/242-
6765, www.snowcrest.net/canoewest; Shasta
Climbing and Paddle Sports, 530/222-4606;
Marina RV Park, 530/241-7275; Balls Ferry
Resort, 530/365-8708.

Fishing guides: J&] Guide Service,
530/222-6253, www.worldwidefishing.com;
Mike Bogue, 530/246-8457; The Fly Shop,
530/222-3555, www.theflyshop.com.
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36 east to the junction with Highway 89.
Continue east on Highway 89/36 past Lake
Almanor to Westwood and County Road
A21. In Westwood, turn left on County Road
A21 and drive 12.5 miles to Silver Lake Road.
Turn left on Silver Lake Road/County Road
110 and drive 8.5 miles north to Silver Lake.
Continue past Silver Lake a short distance to
Caribou Lake.
Contact; Lassen National Forest, Almanor
Ranger District, P.O. Box 767, Chester, CA
96020, 530/258-2141, fax 530/258-5194,
www.fs.fed.us/r5.

For a map of Lassen National Forest, con-
tact the U.S. Forest Service. A trail map is
available for a fee from the Almanor Ranger

District.

HF3 ECHO LAKE
=fal]ala

Rating: 5
near Chester in Lassen National Forest

Map 3.3, page 87

Obscure? Hard to reach? Primitive camping?
Trout fishing? Not many people around? That
is what most people want on a vacation, and
that is exactly what Echo Lake provides. The
one drawback is its small size, but that’s only
a problem on extended trips.

This lake is set at an elevation of about
6,500 feet. A highlight is the small, primi-
tive campground that pravides seclusion and a
very pretty setting. Almost too small for hand
launching boats, the lake is better suited for
rafts, tubes, and prams. Swimming condi-
tions are fair once the water warms up by
midsummer, but you can expect the bottom
to be mushy.

The Caribou Wilderness is located less than
a mile to the northwest. With a national forest
map to help you find your way, it can be easy
to make a short trek into the nearby wilder-
ness and hit a lake loop. Hidden Lakes, Long
Lake, Posey Lake, and Beauty Lake are all on
the same loop trail.

Access: There is no boat ramp. Car-top boats
may be hand launched.

Facilities, fees: A primitive campground,
drinking water, and vault toilets are available.
Garbage must be packed out. Supplies can be
obtained in Chester. Access is free.

Water sports, restrictions: Car-top boats, ca-
noes, kayaks, and inflatables are permitted.
Swimming is allowed.

Directions: From Red Bluff, take Highway 36

east to Chester. Continue east on Highway 36

for eight miles to Chester Dump Road. Turn
left on Chester Dump Road and drive west
a short distance on a connector road, then
continue north for 9.5 miles to Echo Lake.

Contact: Lassen National Forest, Almanor {

Ranger District, 530/258-2141 www.fs.fed. .
us/r5; Sports Nut, Chester, 530/258-3327. ]

#31 WILLOW LAKE m_
SeEED M
Rating: 4 |

near Chester in Lassen National Forest
Map 3.3, page 87 : ]
This little egg-shaped lake always comes s}
a surprise. Although located near some of §
California’s top vacation destinations, it is s0*
far off the ole beaten path that it gets missed
by out-of-towners every time. .
Willow Lake is located in national forest-}
land just west of Kelly Mountain, only thre
miles from the southeastern border of Lassen
Volcanic National Park at Drakesbad, and§
10 miles northwest of giant Lake Almanor§
Still, it manages to provide an intimate, quie

atmosphere.

Set at an elevation of approximately 6,5008
feet, the lake is tiny, and marshy in somé
places. It is too small for any boating othel
than car-top or inflacable craft, and gets verf
light use. The water is too cold for swimminig
until midsummer; swimmers who do come
when things warm up are treated to a smalg
shoreline clearing (more dirt than sand) whetd
they can sunbathe.

Nearby Drakesbad at Lassen Park provides
a great side trip for hikers, with destinations
such as Devil’s Kitchen and several alpine
lakes within an hour’s walk.
Access: There is no boat ramp. Car-top boats
may be hand launched.
Facilities, fees: Dispersed campsites with
virult toilets and drinking water are available.
Garbage must be packed out. Supplies can
be obtained in Chester. Access and camping
are free.
Water sports, restrictions: Car-top boats, ca-
nacs, kayaks, and inflatables are permitted.
Mortors are permitted, but the lake is too small
lor anything but very small engines or elec-
1ric motors. Swimming is permitted; a small
siretch of shoreline near the campground is
available for sunbathing.
Directions: From Red Bluff, take Highway 36
eust and drive to Chester (at Lake Almanor) and
licather River Drive. Turn left on Feather River
Drive and drive 0.75 mile to County Road 312.
Bear left on County Road 312 and drive five
s to the fork with County Road 311 and
412, Bear left on County Road 311 and drive
one mile to Forest Service Road 29N14 (a dirt
roid). Turn right and drive to Willow Lake.
Contact: Lassen Nartional Forest, Almanor
Ranger District, 530/258-2141, www.fs.fed.
un/rS; Sports Nut, Chester, 530/258-3327.

B MILL CREEK (LASSEN
NATIONAL FOREST)

Rating: 5
near Mineral in Lassen National Forest
iMap 3.3, page 87
Mill Creek is a pretty little trout stream run-
ning through national forestland, complete
with screamside trail. It is the kind of place
where you go for a walk in the summer, maybe

atopping at a swimming hole on a hot day or
Y]

: for trout on a cool evening.
With Lassen National Forest surrounding
the luke, which is set at 4,500 feet in elevation,
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this is a heavily forested, picturesque area. Mill
Creek is a popular destination for vacation-
ers staying in the area. The prime time here
is from mid-July on through summer; with
the snowmelt over, the stream drops and the
water warms up.

Highlights here include good hiking and
two developed campgrounds. Mill Creek is
too small for any rafting or boating. Instead,
after parking you hit the trail for access to sev-
eral swimming holes. Do not think of wander-
ing from the trail; some of the land bordering
this stream is privately owned.

Access: No boat ramps are available.
Facilities, fees: Two campgrounds with vault
toilets and drinking water are available nearby.
Supplies can be obtained in Mineral. Access is
free. A fee is charged for camping,.

Water sports, restrictions: No boating. Sev-
eral excellent swimming holes are located
along the Mill Creek Trail.

Directions: From Red Bluff, take Highway
36 east for 43 miles to the town of Mineral
and the junction with Highway 172. Turn
right on Highway 172 and drive six miles ro
the town of Mill Creek and a Forest Service
road (at times, this is signed Mill Creek/Hole
in the Ground bur the sign is often stolen or
missing). Turn right and drive three miles to
a parking area and trailhead, or continue five
miles to the campground access road. Turn left
and drive 0.25 mile to the camp. A hiking trail
follows Mill Creek for several miles.
Contact: Lassen National Forest, Almanor
Ranger District, 530/258-2141 www.fs.fed.
us/r5; Mill Creek Resort, 530/595-4449.

(2 9] _.>fm ALMANOR
= lali] Al
Rating: 10

east of Red Bluff in Lassen National Forest

Map 3.3, page 87  BEST (|
Lake Almanor is a jewel ringed by conifers. It’s
a big lake, about 13 miles long with 28,000
surface acres, set at an elevation of 4,500 feet.
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Although Almanor is a reservoir built by
PG&E, it looks more like a natural lake be-
cause it is kept full most of the year and much
of the shoreline is wooded. Big and beautiful,
Almanor has sapphire blue water and views of
snowcapped Mount Lassen to the northwest.

People have figured our that there are
precious few lakes in California where it is
possible to build a vacation home, and that
Almanor is one of these few. There are also
opportunities to stay in a lakeside vacation
home or rent a cabin here.

The water is clear, ideal for all kinds of boat-
ing and water sports, and a large number of
vacationers take advantage of it every sum-
mer. Waterskiing, wakeboarding, and using
personal watercraft are excellent in July and
August. The best spots for swimming and
windsurfing are located almost exclusively
along the cast shore, but like most reservoirs,
the beaches here are few.

This is one of the best lakes in the state fg
large rainbow trout, brown trout, and lak
raised salmon. Smallmouth bass also live 1
these waters, and they come to life at midsu
mer, right when the cold-water species go in
ashort lull. In the spring and fall, fishing fol
trout and salmon is often excellenr, not s
much for the number of fish you can land,]
but rather for their size. Natural springs Wnov,“
the water cold and circulating, and along with ]
the penetrating rays of sunlight, help get the}
aquaric food chain in motion. The lake is so
v_m that many newcomers are unsure where to
try their luck. To get the lowdown, always call |
Lassen View Resort at 530/596-3437; mmr:ﬁ
guides are also available there.

Spring winds and a long winter will m_ipﬁ
prevent this place from turning into a year-
round vacation paradise. Wind? Yow, it can 1

really howl. For instance, in May it can be as
calm as a small pond at daybreak; then it starts §

pw by 9 a.M., and by 10 .M. the white-

aurt churning and continue for the rest of

duy. T'his occurs in the spring, from April

igh carly June, and while not a daily event,

’ ppens plenty enough to keep owners of

Il bouts especially wary. Winter is long and

d here, often with tremendous amounts of

. Sometimes the lake even freezes over, an
weing sight on such a large body of water.

Repardless, Almanor is one of the best recre-

Hon lukes in California, and an excellent des-

bt lon for boaters, campers, and anglers.
EA¢ I"here is a boat ramp at North Shore
Egamp and a boat ramp near the Almanor
.ﬁ.z.._ 1 & South camps.

‘..:_:om. fees: Several ouavmnoc:&mv rest-
i with flush toilets, drinking water, and in

£ panie cases, vault toilets, are available. Lodging,
b #ubins, restaurants, laundry facilities, showers,

firocerics, and gas are available. Access is free.
A tec is charged for boat launching,

Waeter sports, restrictions: Powerboats, water-
skilng. wakeboarding, personal watercraft, sail-
I, windsurfing, and swimming are permitted.
Mwimming beaches are located at Canyon Dam
e nic Area, Eastshore Picnic Area, and Camp
Conery Group Camp on the lake’s southeast
end. Windsurfing is best at these areas.
Directions: From Red Bluff, take Highway 36
#ant for 44 miles to the junction with Highway
K. Continue east on Highway 36/89 to Lake
Almanor and the next junction with Highway
N9 (two miles before reaching Chester). Turn
tight on Highway 89 and drive eight miles to
the southwest end of Lake Almanor.

"To North Shore camp and boat ramp: From
Red Bluff, take Highway 36 cast for 44 miles
0 the junction with Highway 89. Drive east
on Highway 36/89; the camp and boat ramp
are two miles past Chester, on the right.

To Almanor North & South camps and
nearby ramp: From Red Bluff, take Highway 36
eust for 44 miles to the junction with Highway
RY. Continue east on Highway 36/89 to Lake
Almanor and the next junction with Highway
K9 (two miles before reaching Chester). Turn
right on Highway 89 and drive six miles to
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County Road 310. Turn left on County Road
310 and drive one mile to the campground.
Contact: Lassen National Forest, Al-
manor Ranger District, 530/258-
2141; Plumas County Visitors Bureau,
800/326-2247, www.plumascounty.org;
Chester-Lake Almanor Chamber of Com-
merce, 530/258-2426 or 800/350-4838,
www.chester-lakealmanor.com; PG&E Recre-
ation Desk, 916/386-5164, www.pge.com/rec-
reation; Sports Nut, Chester, 530/258-3327;
Sportsmen’s Den, Quincy, 530/283-2733.

Guides: D’Angelo’s Guide Service,
530/259-2051; Big Meadows Guide Ser-
vice, 530/596-3072; Roger’s Guide Service,
530/528-0525; J&J Guide Service, 530/222-
6253, www.worldwidefishing.com; Dick’s
Guide Service, 530/256-3317; Almanor Fish-
ing Adventures, 530/258-6732.

EX DEER CREEK
2:]A

Rating: 6

near Mineral in Lassen National Forest
Map 3.3, page 87
From its rawmimﬂmnm on aoénmﬁnma I_mw.
way 32 parallels Deer Creek, providing easy
streamside access at three campgrounds, a se-
ries of roadside pullouts, and a hiking trail.

Don’t think the proximity to Highway 32
means that the drive here is painless. Just the
opposite. Highway 32 is not even close to being
an actual highway and is very twisty, extremely
narrow in spots, and far away for most visi-
tors. That is why I advised accessing the road
from the junction with Highway 36 and then
driving downbhill, the easiest route by far.

Deer Creek, at an elevation of 4,000 feet, is
primarily a trout stream, with large numbers
of trout stocked here each summer, mainly
near the three campgrounds. A trail that is
routed right along the stream provides good
hiking and takes you to a hidden waterfall.
The water, fed from snowmelt, is cold until
late in the summer.
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The traffic ranges from very light early and
late in the season, to medium in early sum-
mer, then heavy in midsummer when the trout
plants are high, the weather is warm and clear,
and the stream flows are perfect. Regardless,
Deer Creek makes a good alternative to the
oft-crowded scene at nearby Lake Almanor (see
the Lake Almanor listing in this chaprer).
Access: There is no boat ramp.

Facilities, fees: Campgrounds with vault toi-
lets and drinking water are nearby. Supplies
are available in Mineral. Access is free. A fee
is charged for camping.

Water sports, restrictions: Several good
swimming holes are located along Highway
32, including near Potato Patch, Elam Creek,
and Alder Creek Campgrounds.

Directions: From Chico, take Highway 32
northeast for 40 miles. Just after the small, red,
metal bridge (locals call it the “Red Bridge”)
that crosses Deer Creek, park on the south side
of the road, where there’s a dirt pullout. The
trailhead is located just up from the bridge,
on the north side of the road. This section is
good for fly-fishing for trour. There are also
several good swimming holes.

From Red Bluff, take Highway 36 east for
44 miles to the junction with Highway 89.
Continue east on Highway 36/89 to the junc-
tion with Highway 32. Turn south on Highway
32 and drive eight miles to the campground,
on the right side of the road. Trailers are not
recommended. Direct access to the creek is
available off Highway 32 at pullouts.
Contact: Lassen National Forest, Almanor
Ranger District, 530/258-2141; Sports Nut,
Chester, 530/258-3327.

ENl BUTT VALLEY RESERVOIR
SEnEan

Rating: 6
near Chester

Map 3.3, page 87
While the official name of this place is a::
Valley Reservoir, nobody calls it that. "T'he res-

ervoir goes by Butt Lake, and it is a peculia
place, despite having lakeside campgroun
and the occasional giant rainbow trout. Wha
is so peculiar is that it has the potential fa
greatness but usually falls just a bit short.

ties, fees: Two campgrounds, vault
Nets, drinking water, and a picnic area are
,vz:\:_ca on the eastern shoreline. Supplies
1 he obrained in Chester. Access is free. A
¢ I charged for camping.

ater sports, restrictions: Boats with mo-
b it canoes, kayaks, inflatables, sailing, and
Windsurfing are permitted. No waterskiing,

A PG&E-run lake that receives its water v
a tunnel coming from nearby Lake Almano#
Burtt Lake is set at an elevation of 4,100 feef
and is five miles long, In water plumbing ¢
minology, this is the afterbay for Almanop
When full, Butt Lake is very pretey, iT.
campsites set within view of the water and §
boat ramp for launching small, crailered boatad
mainly used by people fishing for trout. Whel
the powerhouse runs at the head of the la .W
pond smelt from Lake Almanor get pou
right into the water, which can inspire ever

E wakehoarding, or personal watercraft are al-
E Jowed. Swimming areas are available near the
.. #inp -ounds and picnic area.

E Piroctions: From Red Bluff, take Highway 36
t.x.. for 44 miles to the junction with Highway
LB, Continue east on Highway 36/89 to Lake
Ahnunor and the next junction with Highway
M B (1wo miles before reaching Chester). Turn
EMah on Highway 89 and drive about seven
EMilen 1o Burt Valley Road. Turn right on Butt
 Walley Road and drive 3.2 miles for Ponderosa
E Mlat Cumpground or 5.7 miles for Cool Springs
ECninpyround and boat ramp, on the right.

E §ontact: PG&E Recreation Desk, 916/386-
E §in, www.pge.com/recreation; Sports Nut,
henter, 530/258-3327; Sportsmen’s Den,
EQuincy, 530/283-2733.

big resident trout to go on a feeding frenzyi

In the spring and early summer, a predictabl
wind plows right down the Feather River Cag
yon, making conditions good for expert wing
surfers. The water, which can be cold, warm
up enough by summer for short swims.

As a collective vision this seems just :w
eh? Unfortunately, it rarely lives up to n
expectations. ;

The biggest problem is that the lake is oft
quite low, with lots of stumps on the bare lg
bed. Even though there is no speed limir, wy
terskiing is not permitted because of the
derwater hazards, and drivers of fast boats wig
stray from the channel run the risk of hitt)
one of those stumps. Another minus is thy

NORTH FORK
FEATHER RIVER

aEen
Rating: 6

:Juth of Belden Forebay in Plumas
“ Natlonal Forest

, 3, page B7
he highlight at the Zo:r Fork ﬁnmﬂrmn isa
 orlen ol campgrounds and an access road that
B touted up to Belden Forebay. The camp-
Proundds have become very popular for their
Potty sertings along the scream, and the road
't parallels the river provides easy access to
£ wlmming holes and trout fishing spots.

When water flows are right, this is a great
[ Mream for kayaking, particularly in inflarable
ba‘sr.. The problem is thar when flows are
Hrong, 1 In a dud, often a bony praposition
With 4 Lot of butt-dragging. Searting in 2009,

the trout have grown so fat from feeding ¢

the pond smclt pumped in from Almanor ¢h
they usually bite only when the powerhou
running, an unpredictable event. Also, othd
than the boat ramp and the campground, ty
place lacks facilities and a marina,

Hence, what you have here is a lake tha
got tons of potential. Curiosity about B
Lake causes many vacationers from nearhl
Almanor to at least swing by 10 take a lookssgf
at the possibilities.
Access: A paved boat ramp is located n
Cool Springs Campground on the cust &
of the luke.
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a program was put in place to provide visitors
with water flow information to maximize water
sports. Call 530/283-0555 for updates.

Early in the year, the water is often swift
and cold from snowmelt, and only an otter
would dare swim here. By summer the flows
are greatly reduced, temperatures have warmed
considerably, and a few swimming holes near
the campgrounds are usually passable for tak-
ing a dunk.

Most of the people you see around here
are fishing for trout. Stocks are made at each
of the campgrounds, as well as upstream at
Belden.

Access: There is no boat ramp.

Facilities, fees: Campgrounds, restrooms with
flush toilets, drinking water, and vault toilets
are available. Three campgrounds are set on
the river, with access off Caribou Road. Others
are provided off Highway 70. Access is free.
A fee is charged for camping.

Water sports, restrictions: Rafting and kaya-
king are permitted when flows are safe; call
ranger district for status at 530/283-0555.
The best swimming spots are at Queen Lily,
North Fork, and Gansner Bar Campgrounds,
all located on Caribou Road.

Directions: From Oroville, take Highway
70 north to Caribou Road (two miles past
Belden at Gansner Ranch Ranger Station).
Turn left on Caribou Road and drive a short
distance to the campground, on the left side
of the road.

Contact: Plumas National Forest, Mount
Hough Ranger District, 530/283-0555, fax
530/283-1821; Sportsmen’s Den, Quincy,
530/283-2733.

PHILBROOK RESERVOIR
SEeaEan

Rating: 6
near Paradise in Lassen Zmzo:m_ Forest

Mag 3.3, page 87
Maybe they got the name sqozm Paradise
Lake is located very near to the southwest.




112 Chapter 3

After getting a glimpse of the two lakes, you

might think Philbrook Reservoir deserves to

have the name Paradise more than the origi-
nal does.

That is because after traversing a very rough
access road, you discover a pretty alpine lake
at elevation 5,000 feet, with forest campsites,
swimming beaches, and a picnic area. All in
all, it’s the ideal spot for car-top boats and
inflatables, especially canoes and rafts.

Getting here is just difficult enough to keep
most folks away. Or many people just plain
don’cknow the place exists. The road is jarring
at times, very rough on vehicles not built to
handle unpaved roads.

Once here, the hardy few tend to set up
camp and then fish for trout or plunk their
canoe or raft in and paddle around, submers-
ing themselves in the rapture of this pretty
alpine setting.

Access: A car-top boat ramp is provided.
Facilities, fees: A campground, vault toilets,
drinking water, and a picnic area are available.
Access is free. A fee is charged for camping.
Water sports, restrictions: Car-top boats are
permitted. Swimming and windsurfing are
allowed; the best spots are at the campground
or the picnic area.

Directions: From Orland on 1-5, take the
Highway 32/Chico exit and drive to Chico

and the junction with Highway 99. Turn

south on Highway 99 and drive to Skyway

Road/Paradise (in south Chico). Turn east

on Skyway Road, drive through Paradise, and

continue for 27 miles to Humbug Summit

Road. Turn right and drive two miles to Phil-

brook Road. Turn right and drive 3.1 miles to

the campground entrance road. Turn rightand
drive 0.5 mile to the campground.

Contact: Lassen National Forest, Al-

manor Ranger District, 530/258-2141;

PG&E Recreation Desk, 916/386-5164,

www.pge.com/recreation.

EX3 EAGLE LAKE
=]a ]l

near Susanville in Lassen National Forest
Map 3.4, page 88 ;

sound to you? Perfect? To some, it is. To othe}
ers, well... (and we’ll get to chav).

Eagle Lake is set at 5,100 feet in elevas
tion on the edge of high desert country inf
northeastern California (hence all the wind, ,
which comes roaring across the plateau). Th
lake is huge, 27,000 acres with 100 miles of]
shoreline, yet relatively shallow; its depth of§
just 10-15 feet in many arcas helps the wind
quickly whip the water to a froth.

Excellent campgrounds, large trout, and the
proximity to Susanville guarantee heavy use
all summer. Most visitors tend to congregatek
around the marina, where they find a beach,’
Forest Service campgrounds, and picnic areas,
As a recreational facility it makes an ideal va-4
cation destination. ;

Sooner or later, the trout become the most 3
compelling attraction. The strain of Eagle
Lake trout averages 18—22 inches; that’s right, &
and they’ll take a nightcrawler under a bobber.
Fishing is best late in the year just outside the }
tules at the north end of the lake.

Ifyou hit the lake when itis calm, you mighe
want to move here—it is that precty. But don't |
pack your bags quite yet. You see, the wind can }
really howl at Eagle Lake in the spring and
carly summer, which quickly results in waves §
and whitecaps that make boating unpleasant at
the least, very dangerous at the worst. ,

Every Memorial Day weckend, the lake §
opens with great excitement and hope, and ]
then windy and often foul weather usually sets-
in. If you're here in the early summer, the solu-
tion is to get out on the lake very early—an
hour before dawn—and expect the wind to
kick up by 10-11 a.m. I've had openers here
where I'd caught my limit before the sun
peeked out over the eastern horizon. Either §

3

E {hat or schedule your visit for early fall when

tions are much calmer.

Recause of the wind, this is an excellent
place for windsurfing and sailing. Just be wary.
When the whitecaps are too big to deal with
and surface conditions become choppy, cold,
and cxtremely uncomfortable, get off the water.
Jt vou hit it during moderate winds, however,
you will think you've finally found nirvana.

I'he lake is so big that there is plenty of
)
means that only the hardy can stay out for

n for powerboaters and skiers. Cold water

», however. When the chips are down, you

"
cone anglers in pursuit of their dream trout.

usually only find a good number of hard-

Access: Ln addition to the ramps at Aspen Grove
Campground and Spaulding (see Directions this

¢), there are two other boat ramps:

igle Lake Marina: Head north on Eagle
| uke Road and follow the signs to the marina,
which has a three-lane paved boat ramp.
eStones Landing: Head north on Eagle Lake
Road, past the signs for the marina, to Stones
{ anding on the north end of the lake. There
In
Facilities, fees: Lodging, cabin rentals, and

vaved ramp.

npgrounds with drinking water and flush
ts are available. Eagle Lake Marina has
ing boat rentals, a convenience store, coin
whowers, and coin laundry. There are fees for
launching, docking, and camping.

Water sports, restrictions: Powerboaring,
waterskiing, wakeboarding, and riding per-
wonal watercraft are permitted. Sailing, wind-

wirfing, and swimming are allowed. Gallatin
Ihcach, a developed area near the marina, of-
lers a large, sandy swimming area roped off
with buoys for protection.

Directions: To Aspen Grove Campground and
hoat ramp: From Red Bluff, rake Highway 36
toward Susanville to Eagle Lake Road/County
Roud Al. Just before Susanville, turn left on Eagle
< Road/County Road Al and drive 15.5 miles
y County Road 231/Forest Road 31N02. Turn
1t on County Road 231 and drive two miles to
campground on the left side of the road.

To Aspen Grove Campground and boat
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ramp: From Red Bluff, take Highway 36 toward
Susanville to Eagle Lake Road/County Road
Al Just before reaching Susanville, turn lefron
County Road Al and drive (staying left at the
junction with County Road 231) to the lake’s
west shore at Spaulding Tract and County Road
518. Turn right on County Road 518 and drive
through a small neighborhood to Strand Way
(the lake frontage road). Turn left on Strand Way
and drive about three blocks (the boat ramp is
on the left) to Palmetto Way. The entrance to
the store and the RV park entrance are at 687-
125 Palmetto Way. Register at the store.
Contact: Lassen National Forest, Eagle Lake
Ranger District, 530/257-4188; Lassen Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce, 530/257-4323,
www.lassencountychamber.org; Bureau of
Land Management, Eagle Lake Field Office,
530/257-0456, www.ca.blm.gov/eaglelake;
Eagle Lake Marina, 530/825-3454; Eagle
Lake Cabins, 530/825-2131; Mariners Re-
sort, 530/825-3333; Eagle Lake RV Park,
530/825-3133; Eagle Lake General Store,
530/825-2191, www.eaglelakesrore.com.

Guides: ]&] Guide Service, 530/222-6253;
Jay Fair Flyfishing, 530/825-3475; Bite Me
Guide Service, 530/825-3278; Tight Lines
Guide Service, 530/273-1986; Sierra Drifters
Guide Service, 760/935-4250.

EB ROUND VALLEY RESERVOIR
=Ja ]
Rating: 4
near Greenville in Plumas National Forest
Map 3.4, page 88
Considering that Round Valley Reservoir is
set at an elevation of 4,500 feet, you might
wonder why it’s got all those weeds and lily
pads. Well, the answer is thar this is one of the
few warm-water lakes in California’s mountain
country. If you've never visited here before, it’s
bound to pleasantly surprise you.
The area surrounding the lake is quite
pretty, with trails for hiking and horseback
riding nearby.
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But there are rules restricting most boating
and water sport opportunities because the lake
is used as a domestic water supply. No swimming
Or water contact is permitted, and no motors over
7.5 horsepower are allowed. What you end up
with is a rare mountain lake where anglers can
try for bass and catfish (not trout) without hav-
ing to worry about fast boats or swimmers.

Some may remember a small resort here
that once rented boats and provided a small
campground. The operation is gone.

Access: A gravel boat ramp is located on the
cast side of the lake.

Facilities, fees: A picnic area and vault toilets
are available. No drinking water. Supplies can
be obtained in Greenville. Access is free.
Water sports, restrictions: Boats with small
motors, canoes, kayaks, and inflatables are
permitted. No motors larger than 7.5 horse-
power are allowed. No swimming or water-
contact sports.

Directions: From Red Bluff, take Highway
36 east and drive 44 miles to the junction
with Highway 89. Continue east on Highway
36/89 to Lake Almanor and the next junction
with Highway 89 (two miles before reach-
ing Chester). Turn right on Highway 89 and
drive about 25 miles to the town of Greenville
and Greenville Road. Turn right (south) on
Greenville Road and drive three miles to the
signed turnoff for Round Valley Lake. Turn
left and continue to the lake.

Contact: Plumas National Forest, Mount
Hough Ranger District, 530/283-0555;
Sportsmen’s Den, Quincy, 530/283-2733,

EI3 TAYLOR LAKE
S8Ean

Rating: 4
near Taylorsville in Plumas National Forest
Masp 3.4, pages ‘
Very few boaters pay attention to this small
and obscure mountain lake located at an el-
evation of 5,000 feet. It is too small for most
boats, but large enough for a float tube or a

15
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unknown. On summer weekends it can even
get crowded. Hey, it makes sense. Afterall, a
description of this lake reads like an advertise-

people might want to put an adver-
n the newspaper to find such a place,
n’t necessary for in-the-know visitors
n Plumas County. They’ll direct you

raft; visitors occasionally use one of those [ !
float boats to fish for brook trout.
The water is clear and very cold in eg|
summer, but quite tolerable by midsum
Although there are no beaches, there are swi Antclope Lake, which is ringed by forest-
ming access spots all around the lakesho, i Jal, provides campgrounds at each end of the
The surrounding region of Plumas Nationg ue
Forest is well forested, with a network ofj hist « few miles from each camp.
roads in the area just waiting to be explore E  Antclope Lake is just about perfect for
This is a primitive spot. Those with SU b
and a raft or canoe might claim it and stald
it out for their own.

ment for a good time.

Access: A two-lane paved ramp is available
on the north shore.

Facilities, fees: Campgrounds, vault toilets,
and drinking water are available. A conve-
nience store is nearby. Supplies can be ob-
tained in Taylorsville. Access is free.

Water sports, restrictions: woinavomasmu
waterskiing, wakeboarding, personal water-
craft, sailing, windsurfing, and swimming
are permitted. Swimming access is best near

has a boat ramp conveniently located

ing/camping vacation. Seclusion is

pravtically guaranteed—the lake is located
f aproximately 100 miles from Oroville by
E iy estimate—and the road in is accessible to
E ptdlered boats. Although not huge, Antelope
- | ake is big enough, with 15 miles of shoreline
- and plenty of lictle islands, coves, and penin-
E aulas to create an intimate atmosphere.

Access: There is no boat ramp. Small car-tof
boats may be hand launched. A
Facilities, fees: A few primirive campsites a
available. No drinking water or vaul toilets]
Garbage must be packed ou. Supplies can b
obtained in Taylorsville. Access is free. lake is set at elevation 5,000 feet and
Water sports, restrictions: Rowboats, canoesd . vovers 930 surface acres. Even though the
kayaks, inflatables, and swimming is permit ) ne is heavily forested, there are good
ted. The lake is too small for ém:&m:nmam andl - wwimming areas adjacent to the campgrounds.
other water sports. - Windsurfers will find the prime spots for their
Directions: From Oroville, rake Highway 704 on the west side near the boat ramp and
east to the junction with Highway 89. Turn’ wt [.ong Point Campground (both offer more
left on Highway 89 and drive seven miles widc-open access).
to Highway 22. Turn right and drive fivel, What makes Antelope Lake special is that
miles east to Taylorsville and County Road. the drive here is oo daunting for most visitors.
214. Turn north on County Road 214 and ! I1"it were any closer to civilization, the place
drive about two miles to Forest Service Road would be loaded with vacationers every day
27N10. Turn right on Forest Service Road throughout summer. Still, it is by no means
27N10 and drive about 10 miles east (stay
to the left). Turn left on Forest Service Road
27N57 and travel one mile to the lake.
Contact: Plumas National Forest, Mount
Hough Ranger District, 530/283-0555,
www.fs.fed.us/r5; Sporesmen’s Den, Quincy,
530/283-2733.

the campgrounds.

Directions: To Long Point Campground:
From Red Bluff, take Highway 36 east to
Susanville and U.S. 395. Go south on U.S.
395 and drive about 10 miles (one mile past
Janesville) to County Road 208. Turn right
on County Road 208 (signed Antelope Lake)
and drive about 15 miles to a Y {one mile be-
fore Antelope Lake). Turn right at the Y and
drive one mile to the campground entrance on
the left side of the road. The boat ramp is at
Lost Cove, a three-mile drive on Indian Creek
Road, on the lake’s north shore.

Contact: Plumas National Forest, Mount
Hough Ranger District, 530/283-0555,
www.fs.fed.us/r5.

ERJ ANTELOPE LAKE
SoEnEAN
Rating: 8
near Taylorsville in Plumas National Forest
Map 3.4, page 88 :
Mountain lake circled by conifers with camp-
sites, good boating, and trout fishing.
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Map 4.4

Sites 21-28
Pages 143-150
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MERHORN LAKE
pEan
Rating: 4
lo in Zm:aon_:o National Forest

0121
hle dot of a _m_wn at just two acres,

r:__

# elevation of 3,500 feet in remote

s more like a mountain pond

¢lno National Forest. Despite the
¢ (here are a few factors that make
apec

: The lake is quite pretty, there
pground, and the location is near the
ol the Yolla-Bolly Wilderness.
In 1o boat ramp, of course (after all,
twu ucres), but small car-top boats and
#x can be launched by hand. That is
whut some campers do, possibly tossing
for trout, though the lake’s popula-
hanlhead shiners has cut into fishing
s 'Fhe lake is warm enough for swim-
mid June, but few people make it out
t 10 take a dip.
placc 1ypically ateraces che hiking
Bac kpackers will make the drive into
docino wildlands and camp here be-
Ing, off the next day for a trip into the
lly Wilderness; a trailhead is located
0 the northeast.
‘I here is no boat ramp. Car-top boats

hand launched.

Nios, tees: A small, primitive camp-

, vault toilets, and drinking water
Ilable. No drinking water in fall and
Cin
phiained in Covelo at Western Auto
4-0051). The lake has two wheelchair-
le piers. Access is free. A fee is charged

ige must be packed our. Supplies

plog.
$ports, restrictions: Rowboats, canoes,
gyaks arc permitred. No motors. Swim-

# allowed.
¢ Lrom Willics, take U.S. 101 north
#ilen 10 Longvale and the junction with
wy 162, Turn northeast on Highway
drive to Covelo. Continue east on
y 162 to the Eel River Bridge. Turn
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left at the bridge on Forest Road M1 and drive
about 17 miles to Forest Road M21. Turn right
and drive one mile to the campground en-
trance and lake.

Contact: Mendocino National Forest, Covelo
Ranger District, 707/983-6118, fax 707/983-
8004, www.fs.fed.us/r5.

A HOWARD LAKE
ceEEan

Rating: 5
near Covelo in Mendocino Nationai Forest
Map 4.1, page 121 , .
Little Howard Lake is Enr& &aa@ in ﬁro in-
terior of Mendocino National Forest berween
Espee Ridge to the south and Little Doe Ridge
to the north. For a drive-to lake, it is surpris-
ingly remote and provides good fishing and
primitive camping,.

Set at an elevation of 3,600 feet, it cov-
ers about 15 or 20 acres. As you might have
guessed, this is not a big water-recreation
destination. Instead, this is a pretty, re-
mote spot where you can paddle your canoe
around, perhaps trying to catch a trout now
and then. By early June the water is usually
warm enough for swimming, but the shoreline
is a little muddy and it is rare to see people
taking a dip.

Hammerhorn Lake is located abour six
miles away.

Access: A primitive boat ramp for car-top
boats only is located on the northwest side
of the lake.

Facilities, fees: A campground, vault toilets
and drinking water is available. Pack out your
garbage. Supplies can be obrained in Covelo at
Western Auto (707/983-6651). Access is free.
A fee is charged for camping.

Water sports, restrictions: Rowboats, boats
with electric motors, canoes, and kayaks are per-
mitted. No gas motors. Swimming is allowed.
Directions: From Willits, take U.S. 101 north
for 13 miles to Longvale and the junction with
Highway 162. Turn northeast on Highway
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162 and drive to Covelo. Continue east on
Highway 162 to the Eel River Bridge. Turn
left at the bridge on Forest Service Road M1
and drive about 11 miles to the campground,
at the north end of the lake.

Contact: Mendocino National Forest, Covelo
Ranger District, 707/983-6118, fax 707/983-
8004, www.fs.fed.us/r5.

vided at MacKerricher State Park. Mag
richer campsites can be reserved at Ref
America (800/444-PARK or 800/444-7

www.reserveamerica.com). Access is

ponc Lake holds more appeal for hik-
‘aflering a great shore trail around its cir-
ference, much of it on a raised wooden
Bk way 1hac passes in some spots like a tun-
Rafting permits are not required. Sup
can be obtained in Fort Bragg. .
Water sports, restrictions: Kayaks, caf

J theough the lush greenery. Other great
s w1 MucKerricher include one that leads
4 harhor seal viewing area and tidepools.
inflatables, and swimming are permi g, is also excellent here, especially at
Swimming is best at the beach or at ¢ ) wille in campsites.

I'here is no boat ramp, but car-top
a may be hand launched.

tees: A campground with drinking

goon inside the river’s mouth. ,
Directions: From Fort Bragg, take High
1 north for three miles to MacKerricher |
Park (on the left). Ten Mile River is log

at the park’s north end, and is accessib

B TEN MILE RIVER
BeEan

sh toilets, and coin-operated showers

Rating: 3

¢. Day use is free. There is a fee

driving east on Camp 1 Ten Mile Ro§ g. MacKerricher campsites can be
south on Camp 2 Ten Mile Road. 3 veul it Reserve America (800/444-PARK
Contact: MacKerricher State Park, 707 BR00/144-7275, www.reserveamerica.com).
9112, www.parks.ca.gov. Blies can be obtained in Forc Bragg.

? sports, restrictions: Rowboats, canoes,

north of MacKerricher State Park

Map 4.1; page 121

Lictle Ten Mile River starts in the mountains
just north of Bucha Ridge and tumbles some
20 miles on its short journey to the Pacific
Ocean. In the winter, when fierce coastal
squalls pound the ridge, water rushes down
the canyon, forming this stream.

kv, prams, and inflatables are allowed. No

B CLEONE LAKE
EEEfan

Byt Swimming is permitted.
tlons: From Fort Bragg, take Highway

Only a tiny stretch of the river, from the #th for three miles to MacKerricher State

Ratiny
north of Fort Bragg in MacKerricher Stat 1
Map 4.1, page 121
Cleone Lake is one of the few lakes in thef
that is actually located west of High
nestled in alittle pocket between the hig
and Laguna Point. Along with the surrof
ing MacKerricher State Park, the lake md

mouth and on upstream for a few miles, is ap- (on the left). Turn left and drive 0.5 mile

. 0’0 _.._:..
aet: MacKerricher State Park, 707/964-

{3, www.parks.ca.gov.

propriate for canoeing or kayaking and swim-
ming. The river narrows here and runs slowly
most of the year, creating conditions that are
suitable only for canoes and kayaks. Easy ac-
cess is the big plus. Farther upstream the Ten

fEL RIVER (MIDDLE FORK)

Mile cuts through private property, and the

riverbanks are smothered by thick brush.
Most people playing in the lower river are  an ideal destination for a weekend vacatf

doing so as a side trip from another destina-

tion, usually MacKerricher State Park. Mac-

Although small, the lake is gorgeous, § Rating: 8

to Alderpoint
1, page 121

of rafters and campers are going to

dered by tules on one side and forest on ar§
Kerricher is a great park, boasting a beautiful  er, and opening to the coast on the wes}

Parnd
e when they read chis. They are going to

beach, outstanding walks, a lookout for view-  ocean is about 100 yards away). A parkin

ing harbor seals, a small freshwater lake (see k
the Cleone Latke listing in this chapter) with

trout fishing, and excellent campgrounds,

and restroom are available right next tg

lake. This is where visitors can hand lag b Rlied with worry chat all will know a stellar

their car-top boats; canoes, rafts, pram that was once secret. But fear not, because
including great walk-in campsites. Day-use

access is free at MacKerricher, which is an

the like are recommended. From the shor
anglers fish for trout, which are stocked by
Department of Fish and Game.

The grassy shoreline on the northwes

o placc is too remote. It requires skills in
flider ness camping and intermediate boat-
extreme rarity for a state park.

Access: No boat ramp is available. There is no
standard put-in, but boaters with small craft

L and most people just don’t have the time,
ipment, and talent to make the crip.

P Those (har do, get what they deserve—a
smile run from Dos Rios to Alderpoint.

makes getting in and out of the water a §
(canoes or kayaks) may park at the bridge and
put in at the beach at the river’s mouth.

but few people swim here. The water is toof

most of the year because summers are tun has everything going for it: seclusion

Facitities, fees: Campgrounds are pro-  and the lake never gets a chance to heat § te atc practically no access roads along
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the route), beauty (set in a gorgeous canyon
that’s forested on both sides), great camping
(at several good beaches on the banks), and
a stretch of water just challenging enough to
keep things interesting.

With a Class II-111 rating, the run is doable
in an inflatable kayak as well as in rafts and
hard-shell kayaks. Canoeists must be skilled
and experienced, as there are many trick eddies
that can turn and flip a canoe. In any case,
make sure that all your gear is waterproof and
strapped in tight—you’ll most likely need your
warm, dry clothes at the end of the day.

Unpredictable water flows and weacher
are the biggest problems on the Middle Fork
Eel. For the most part, the best time to run
is in March, although cold temperatures
(for the Humboldr coast) can sap the energy
from some boaters, particularly if you get
wet weather on your trip. By April this run
is largely a goner, and by May and June the
flows become more like a dribble, rendering
the river unrunnable. If you try to make the
trip before March, downpours can be a prob-
lem; it can rain, rain, and keep on raining to
the point that you might consider boarding
an ark instead of an inflatable.

The Eel River is subject to emergency fishing
closures if flows are below the prescribed levels
needed to protect migrating salmon and steel-
head. For a recorded message detailing the status
of coastal streams, phone the Department of Fish
and Game, 707/442-4502. Also note that the
Main Stem Eel is subject to special regulations,
which may be changed on a yearly basis.
Access: There is no boat ramp. The put-in is
at the small town of Dos Rios:

From the south: Take U.S. 101 to Layton-
ville and Laytonville-Dos Rios Road. Turn
east and drive 15 miles to Dos Rios (the road
is narrow and curvy).

From the north: Take U.S. 101 to Longvale
and Highway 162. Turn east and drive to Dos
Rios. Put in below the Eel River Bridge. Take
out 45 miles downstream at Alderpoint.
Facilities, fees: Several campgrounds with
drinking water, restrooms, flush toilets, and
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RV dump stations are available. State parks
charge day-use fees. There is a fee for camp-
ing. River access is free. Rafting permits are
not required.

Water sports, restrictions: A few swimming
holes are located off Highway 162, but they
can be difficult to access. Several sandbars
north of Dos Rios provide opportunities for
sunbathing and swimming. They are acces-
sible only by raft or boat.

Directions: To Main Eel: From Eureka, take
U.S. 101 south. As you reach the Eel at Fern-
bridge, the river largely parallels the highway,
and access is available off almost every spur
road, as well as through several small towns
along the river, including Fortuna, Rio Dell,
Shively, and Holmes.

To South Fork Eel: U.S. 101 parallels much
of the South Fork Eel, starting in Leggett (84
miles south of Eureka) and running down-
stream (north) past Benbow, Garberville, Mi-
randa, and Myers Flat on to its confluence
with the main stem of the Eel.

Contact: Bureau of Land Management, Arcata
Field Office, 707/825-2300.

Guided river trips: Wilderness Adven-
tures, 530/623-3665 or 800/418-9287,
www.wildrivertrips.com; Redwoods and
Rivers, 530/629-4947 or 800/429-0090,
www.redwoods-rivers.com; Rubicon
Whitewater Adventures, 707/887-2452,
www.rubiconadventures.com; Tributary
Whitewater Tours, 530/346-6812 or 800/672-
3846, www.whitewatertours.com.

B EEL RIVER
(PILLSBURY RUN)

SeEpn

Rating: 9
Scott Dam to Van Arsdale Reservoir
Map 4.1, page 121
Of all the rafting runs on the main stem Eel
River, the Pillsbury Run is the most popular. One
reason might be that the area is so close to the
campgrounds at Lake Pillsbury, a great bonus.

The nine-mile run to the final ta ] W i cess is available along Potter Valley
atnl below the Scott Dam.

t Mendocino National Forest, Upper
r District, 707/275-2361.
ivided rafring trips: Wilderness Ad-
e, 530/623-3665 or 800/418-9287,

vertrips.com.

above Van Arsdale Reservoir makes a d§
day trip. You can shorten the crip by usin

of several other take-outs available upste

With a Class 111+ rating, the run has §
technical rapids and is an excellent cholg
those whose skills are at the intermediate w.wi
Along the way, rafters are treated to bead :
scenery. The river is bordered for the mog

LBION RIVER
(A

by dense forest, and the setting makes yo
far removed from civilization.

This section of the river has very little Rating: 6
in summer, but enough water is released

Lake Pillsbury to keep steelhead alive, W .. th of Mendocino

4.1, page 121
Bany people who wrailer their boats bypass

it comes to rafting, the Eel River is ha
star attraction. But of all the available
this stretch is the best.
Access: There is no boat ramp. The py

pared. They do not realize that there is a
. Well, there is. If you are touring

is just below Scott Dam, southwest of i Bty 1lic coast, a stop here can add the miss-

Pillsbury off Potter Valley Road (M-8
River Road). Take out at your choice of se
points above Van Arsdale Reservoir, loog
approximately 15 miles north of Highw
off Potter Valley Road.
Facllities, fees: Campgrounds, lodgh

) plece 1o your vacation puzzle.

b 'Ihe area in the vicinity of Schooner’s
il
4ik i site for trailered boats. With camp-

g is well protected, making it a good

pands on grassy sites and full hookups
wilable for RVs, this is an ideal base camp

restrooms, a resort, and facilities are a¥ N tiday trip. -
able at Lake Pillsbury. A fee is charged g A paeat plus is the short cruise to the fishing
camping. Access is free. Rafting wn:dm;, winds. Most boaters head around Albion

#Heal (0 (he north, then make a left turn,
Lpiid 11 ise around Salmon Point to the south.
®her arc good chances you'll catch rockfish
,_’!? and salmon often school in this area in

not required. 4
Water sports, restrictions: Rafting and ka
king are permitted. Swimming is possH
but the river can be difficult to access. W4
mer,

do not wish to venture to the ocean,

driving on Potter Valley Road, look for sg
where you can turn off and park. :
Directions: To Fuller Grove: From Ukiah, ¢
U.S. 101 north to the junction with Highd
20. Turn east (right) on Highway 20 and d 4
five miles to East Potter Valley Road (M-8/
River Road). Turn northwest on East Pog
Valley Road toward Lake Pillsbury and d#
5.9 miles to the town of Porter Valley. Cd
tinue on East Potrer Valley Road to Eel Rig
Road. Turn right and drive 15 miles to the |
River Information Kiosk at Lake Pillsbw
Continue for 2.2 miles to the campgrou

1 option is to canoe in the lower river.
like a lagoon, with the tidal forces
#ienling abour three miles upstream, provid-
N preac licde day paddle.
e ause this is a coastal environment, tem-
fatures stay in the 50s throughout the year.
ﬂq.. 1ou cold for water sports unless you don
wel suit. However, this stretch of the Men-
o 0o coast is exceptional for snorkeling and
ghulone diving. There are dozens of secluded
s along the coast that have giant rocks
E wt in sheleered tidal lagoons, perfect grounds

access road. Turn right and drive 0.25 mile 3
i

the campground. Or continue to Scott Daf Ing.
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The ocean is within walking distance of
Schooner’s Landing, which has a good beach
for beachcombing. Wear heavy or layered
clothing because the weather is typically
foggy or windy.

Access: A paved boat ramp is locared at
Schooner’s Landing.

Facifities, fees: A campground, restrooms with
flush toilets and coin showers, and drinking
water are available. Canoe and kayak rentals,
boat ramp, and dock are available at Schooner’s
Landing, Supplies arc available nearby. Access
is free. Fees are charged for boat launching and
camping. No rafting permits are necessary.
Canocists may put in at the boat ramp and
paddle upstream.

Water sports, restrictions: The water is too
cold for swimming and other water sports.
Directions: From Mendocino, take Highway
1 south for 5.5 miles to the town of Albion
and Albion River Road (just before the bridge,
north side of river). Turn left on Albion River
Road and drive 0.25 mile to the bottom of the
hill, take another left, and drive to the harbor.
A boat ramp is available at Schooner’s Land-
ing, just north of the Albion Bridge.
Contact: Schooner’s Landing, 707/937-
5707; Noyo Harbor District, 707/964-4719,

<<<<<<.B®5&OQ nocoast.com.

Bl NAVARRO RIVER
sEmsn
Rating: 6

south of Mendocino

Map 4.1, page 121

Highway 128 follows the river all the way to
the ocean, providing visitors easy access and
a good look at conditions.

[n the spring and summer months, this river
gets very heavy use. It is excellent for swim-
ming in the summer, when the water heats up a
little and the rafters have departed for the sea-
son. Many pullouts along Highway 128 offer
access to short trails routed to the river, with
dozens of great picnic spots along the way.
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While the river is too narrow and brushy
for large rafts, it is great for beginners in ca-
noes, inflarable kayaks, and hard-shell kayaks.
Class I+ all the way, you'll have a relatively
easy paddle no matter whar stretch of water
you choose.

One favorite stretch starts at Hendy Woods
State Park, from whence it takes four hours o
get downstream to Paul Dimmick State Park
and another two to reach the mouth of the
river. Time it so you hit an outgoing tide on
the lower river and you'll have an casy ride all
the way. The route is very prerty, graced with
a variety of riparian vegetation throughout;
some stretches feature redwood forest.
Access: There is no boat ramp. Canoeists
and kayakers can put in at the junction of
Highway 128 and Mountain View Road in
Boonville, which is about eight miles east of
Hendy Woods State Park on Highway 128.
You can boat all the way to the mouth of the
river, but standard take-outs are located at
Hendy Woods State Park and Paul Dimmick
State Park.

Facilities, fees: Campgrounds, restrooms with
flush toilets, and drinking water are available.
There is a fee for day use at state parks. A fee
is charged for camping. Rafting permits are
not required.

Water sports, restrictions: Several good
swimming spots are located along Highway
128; one of the best is at Iron Bridge, located
ac mile marker 3.66, with a sandy beach and
deep swimming hole.

Directions: From Mendocino, take Highway
1 south for 10 miles to Highway 128. Turn
left on Highway 128 and drive east. The
highway parallels the lower river. Fishing is
permitted from the river mouth to Greenwood
Road Bridge. The upper river can be accessed
through Hendy Woods State Park, located off
Highway 128. A path at the south end of the
bridge provides excellent access.

To Hendy Woods: From Cloverdale on U.S.
101, turn northwest on Highway 128 and drive
about 35 miles to Philo Greenwood Road.
Turn left on Philo Greenwood Road and drive
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0.5 mile to the park entrance. Call the Deg
ment of Fish and Game, 707/442-4502
current status of closed fishing areas.
Contact: Mendocino Coast Chambe Wils are located on the east side of the
Commerce, 707/961-6300, iéé.amzmo., By plies are available in Ukiah at Dia-
coast.com; Navarro River Redwoods m ul Sporting Goods (707/462-9741). Access
Park, 707/937-5804; Hendy Woods Si 0. |'here are fees for camping and boat
Park, 707/895-3141; Harvest at Mendogl w
Mendocino, 707/937-5879; Craig Bell, Grey

water Guide Service, 707/884-3012, i

i Bleter sports, restrictions: Powerboats, wa-
4 —TRNTTIINR wakeboarding, personal watercraft,
, Hinp, and windsurfing are permicted. A
twly \wimming area roped off wich buoys

protection is available in the Pomo Day-

Tahoe National Forest, and Hoover Wilder-
ness. There’s even a town called Blue Lake
near Arcata, where there are no lakes at all,
and then there is Big Blue Lake in the Russian
Wilderness.

Located along Highway 20 north of Clear
Lake, these two lakes feature quiet water, low-
speed boating, trout fishing, and a lakeside
resort with rental units. The lakes are long
and narrow, created from the flows of Cold
Creek, which eventually meets up wich the
East Fork Russian River and empties into Lake
Mendocino. The upper lake is by far the bet-
ter of the pair.

The calm, cool, and clean water, combined

, fees: Campgrounds, restrooms
toilets, vault toilets, and drink-
> available. Three boat-in camp-

i liing. Campground reservations can be
Iv through Reserve USA (877/444-6777,

w.leserveusa.com).

B LAKE MENDOCINO
SR/EnEan

i Arca with the opportunity to catch trou, is very
near Uikian fections: To Che-Ka-Ka Campground:  compelling in this region, and Blue Lakes gets
Ma 4L page 121 B Ukiah, take U.S. 101 north to Lake  heavy use. As for that S-mph speed limit, don’c

Quite a transformarion has occurred at
Mendocino. At one time this was a quiet plag
with little boating traffic and few campe}
lost in the shadow of Clear Lake to the eaf
Apparently more and more boaters are becog
ing enamored with it each year, and now ¢
campgrounds sometimes fill up, the lake;
abuzz with ski boats, and the swimming be
is sprinkled with lots of happy folks.

The lake is set at 750 feet in elevation
the foothill country east of Ukiah, cov ¢
1,750 acres, and has 15 miles of shoreline ]
is a major destination point for boaters ar
campers, especially families who appreciaf
the warm, clear water, and the easy drivi
access (compared to Clear Lake). One bon d
is an excellent swimming beach set adjace
to restrooms. ;

wino Drive. Exit right on Lake Men-  ignore it or your vacation will end abruptly;
# Drive and continue to the first stop-
Hght 1t Norch State Street. Turn left on North

Binte Strcec and drive to the nexe stoplight.

right (which will put you back on Lake

ino Drive) and drive about one mile

L W 1he signed entrance for the campground

they’re very strict about enforcing it.

This foothill setting (an elevation of 1,400
feet) is very pretty, with a forested shoreline
and a fair number of sandy beaches. You can
swim just about anywhere here. Of course most
windsurfers don’t give Blue Lakes the time of
day because the speed limit is more like a stop
sign. But beginners will find a good spot on the
west shore near Pine Acres Resort, which gets a
fair wind out of the north in the spring.

If you end up loving this place and worry
that other people will make the same dis-
covery, hey, just tell 'em you're going to Blue
Lakes. They won’t have a clue.

Access: There are four private boat ramps:
* Le Trianon Resort: Located on the north end
k of the lake off Highway 20 with a paved launch

Another bonus is that there are excellen E BLUE LAKES ramp, this resort _._zm adock mﬂﬂ_nowvoma, with
opportunities to windsurf, especially in May i § kayaks and pedal boats available for rent.
and June, when the weather is warm, yet thy , B E E n m B Rating: 7 * The Lodge at w_cw hw.Wmm“ Located on the east
wind is coming out of the northwest—t 9: side of the lake off Highway 20, Blue Lakes
perfect combination. Once school is our id has a paved launch ramp and ».&o&ﬂ
June, waterskiing activity picks up, especially * Narrows Lodge: On the west side of the lake
on weekends, and windsurfers have to be o off Blue Lakes Road, this lodge has a paved
@ constant lookout. ‘ launch ramp, dock, rowboats, boats with mo-
tors, kayaks, canoes, pontoon boats, and pedal

e Al boat ramp ar Coyote Dam.

lo Kyen Campground: From Ukiah, take
LN 101 north for five miles to the Highway
#0 turmoff. Bear east on Highway 20 to Ma-
#hia Drive. Turn right and drive 200 yards o
the amp (and campground).
Bontact: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Lake
Mendocino, 707/462-7581, www.spn.wsace.
#imy.mil/mendocino.

near Upper Lake

WMap 4.1, page 121

luke County is home to these Blue Lakes,
1 are not to be confused with several
Blue Lakes elsewhere in the state. There
¢ Lakes in Toiyabe-National Forest,
Madoc National Forest, Inyo National Forest,

In 2003, a marina that once rented all style
of boats closed shop for good. ;
Access: There are two boat ramps.

boats available for rent.
¢ Pine Acres Resort: Located on the west side
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of the lake off Blue Lakes Road, Pine Acres of-
fers a paved launch ramp, pier, and rowboats,
kayaks, and pedal boats for rent.

Facilities, fees: Cabins, lodging, camp-
grounds, restrooms with showers, flush toilets,
limited marina facilities, restaurants, conve-
nience stores, and gas are available. There are
fees for camping and boar launching (inclusive
for guests at The Lodge at Blue Lakes).
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats,
rowboats, canoes, kayaks, and inflatables are
permitted. A 5-mph speed limit is strictly en-
forced. Swimming and windsurfing are per-
mitged. Protected, sandy swimming beaches
are located near the lakeside resorts. The best
windsurfing spot is near Pine Acres Resort.
Directions: From Ukiah, drive north on U.S.
101 for {ive miles to the junction with High-
way 20. Turn east on Highway 20 and drive
12 miles. Lake access is available off Highway
20 and Blue Lakes Road.

Contact: Lake County Visitor Informa-
tion Center, 707/274-5652 or 800/525-
3743, www.lakecounty.com; Le Trianon
Resort, 707/275-2262; Pine Acres Blue
Lakes Resort, 707/275-2811, www.bluelake
pineacres.com; Narrows Lodge, 707/275-2718
www.the narrowsresort.com; The Lodge at
Blue Lakes, 707/275-2181, www.thelodge
atbluelakes.com.

] BLACK BUTTE LAKE
SABnEan
Rating: 6

near Orland
Map 4.2, page 122
Hit this lake at the wrong time and you’ll get
the vacation from hell. Hit it right and you’ll
wonder why more people aren’t taking advan-
tage of paradise on earth. The reality here is
thar there is rarely an in-between.

If you come in late March, April, or May,
you will find a pretty lake amid freshly greened

foothills, with some 40 miles of shoreline and
lakeside camps.

But arrive in late July or August and yg
will find a low water level, brown and most]
barren hillsides, and camps like sweat pi !
Let there be no doubt as to when you shoul
plan your trip.

Black Butte is set at 500 feet in elevatiof
in the west valley foothills and covers 4,50
surface acres. Just a short jog off I-5, the la ,,
is easily accessible, making it very atcractive
people with trailered boats. It gets heavy ug
during the prime season, when warm tempe
tures set in and spring gives way to summet]

This is the best time for waterskiing, wal
boarding, and powerboating, as well as fof
fishing for crappie, a prize that atcracts ma
anglers.

The best launch points for windsurfing
well as for wading or swimming are near th§
Orland Buttes Campground and at the Bucly
horn Day-Use Area.

The water is warm at Black Butte and, al
mentioned previously, the lake is best visited
in spring and early summer. By fall not only dd
the surroundings turn brown, hot, and dusty{
but the water levels drop, creating a number of
boating hazards just under the surface. ]
Access: There are boat ramps at Buckd
horn, Orland Buttes, and Eagle Pass. Sedl
Directions.

Facllities, fees: Campgrounds, restrooms withi
flush toilets and coin showers, and drinking}
water is available. An RV dump station, conve
nience store, and propane gas are available. Ac-
cess is free. Fees are charged for boat launching]
and camping. f
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, waterski-
ing, wakeboarding, personal watercraft, sailing
and windsurfing are permitted. Swimming areas |
are available near Buckhorn Picnic Area and a
Eagle Pass Day-Use Area, near the dam.
Directions: To Buckhorn: From I-5 in Orland,
take the Black Butte Lake exit. Drive about 4

12 miles west on Road 200/ Newville Road to
Buckhorn Road. Turn left and drive a short §

distance to the campground and boat ramp §
on the north shore of the lake. i
To Orland Burtes: From I-5 in Orland, take |

 the Black Burte Lake exit. Drive west on Road

300/ Newville Road for six miles to Road 206.
left and drive two miles to the camp
rce and boat ramp on the left.

l'o Eagle Pass: Drive as above to the fork
with Buckhorn Road and Road 206. Bear
gl (signed for the dam) and drive to the
tuin on the left for the Eagle Pass Picnic Area
sl boat ramp. Turn left and continue to the
paved boat ramp.

Contact: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Nacramento District, Black Butte Lake,
N /B65-4722.

 PLASKETT LAKES
pEEan
Rating: 4

torthwest of Willows in Mendocino

Natlonal Forest

Map 4.2, page 122

Maskett Lakes are a pair of connected, dot-
alre mountain lakes that form the headwarers
ol litle Plaskert Creek. They are difficult to
1each, located at the end of a rough road, out
it the middle of nowhere.

I'he lakes are set at an elevation of 6,000
lect. T'hey cover just three and four acres and
wet very light use. You'll cypically find just a
lew people out here floating around in rafts

shing for trout. Swimming is not recom-

ded because the lake bottoms are mucky

s your feet will sink into the ooze when you
emer and leave the water.

Buc the area is pretty, gets little traffic, and
i remote—the nearest town is 35 miles away.

are good opportunities for hiking (one

wail is routed along Plaskett Creek), includ-

iy a number of Forest Service roads (the best
1e area is routed up Chimney Rock).

‘I'rout fishing is best at the westernmost of
the two lakes. No motors are permitted in the
lakes and swimming is not recommended.
Note that Plaskett Lakes were drained to kill
weeds and were first restocked with trout in
summer of 2002.
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Access: There is no boat ramp. Car-top boats
may be hand launched.

Facilities, fees: Campgrounds, drinking water,
vault toilets, and a picnic area are available.
Access is free. A fee is charged for camping.
Supplies can be obtained in Elk Creek.
Water sports, restrictions: Rowboats, canoes,
and kayaks are permitted. No motors. Swim-
ming is allowed.

Directions: From Sacramento, take I-5 to Wil-
lows and the exit for Highway 162. Take the
exit for Highway 162 West, and drive west
(toward the town of Elk Creek) to County
Road 306 (just after crossing the Stony Creek
Bridge. Turn north on County Road 306 and
drive four miles to Alder Springs Road. Turn
lefc on Alder Springs Road/Forest Highway
7 and drive 31 miles to the lake entrance road
(and campground) on the left. Turn left and
drive a short distance to the lake.

Contact: Mendocino National Forest,
Grindstone Ranger District, 530/934-
3316, fax 530/934-1212, www.fs.fed.us/r5;
Stonyford Work Center, 530/963-3128, fax
530/963-3173; Stonyford General Store,
530/963-3235.

El STONY GORGE
RESERVOIR

cAEnEaen

Rating: 6
near Elk Creek
Map 4.2, page 122 -
If only the Bureau of Reclamation made rec-
reation a top priority at Stony Gorge Reser-
voir, this place would have a chance of being
something special.

This is a long, narrow lake set in a canyon,
at an elevation of 800 feet, with 1,300 surface
acres and 25 miles of shoreline. A classic foot-
hill reservoir, it gets hot weather and experi-
ences summer water drawdowns. The setting
is fairly pretrry, and all boating and water sports
are permitted. In the spring when the lake is
full, the water is starting to warm up, and the
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surrounding hills are green, you might think
you've really found something.

Other than the boat ramp and vault toilets,
there are no developed facilities of any kind,
not even potable water. A marina? Gas? A bait
shop? You've got to be kidding.

In the late spring, conditions are excellent
for warerskiing and swimming, with swim-
mers congregating at a beach near the boar
ramp. Then summer arrives and puts an end
to all the festivities.

By June, the lake level starts dropping rap-
idly. Most years the launch ramp is unusable
by summer, and even it you do manage to get

‘a boat in the water, you will have to negotiate
lots of underwater hazards and deal with the
day-to-day fluctuations in the water level.,
Access: A paved boat ramp is located on the
northeast side of the lake ar Skipper’s Point.
Facilities, fees: Campgrounds, vault toilers,
and picnic areas are available. No drinking
water. Access is free. Limiced supplies can be
obtained in Elk Creek.

Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats,
warerskiing, <<m_8vom_:&:mv personal water-
craft, sailing, windsurfing, and swimming
are permitted. A beach is available ac Skipper's
Point.

Directions: From Sacramento, take I-5 north
for 90 miles to Willows and Highway 162,
"Turn west on Highway 162 and drive 19 miles
to County Road 304 (just before the Stony
Creek Bridge). Turn left (signed) and drive
two miles to the reservoir,

Contact: Bureau of Reclamation, Northern
California Area, 530/934-7069; Stony Gorge
Reservoir, 530/968-5267.

K] LAKE PILLSBURY
SoEnEsAn

Rating: 8
near Ukiah in Mendocino National Forest
Map 4.2, page 122
Bit by bit, Lake Pillsbury is growing more
popular every year. At one time not so long

v are available ar Lake Pillsbury Resort.
jevens is free. There are fees for boat launch-

ago, this was just a mountain lake that
good weather, plenty of water, few people, &
lots of trour. Well, with all those attractlq
it isn’t surprising that more vacationers i
ever before are heading here. :
Covering some 2,000 acres, Pillsbury i
far the largest lake in the Mendocino Nariof
Forest. Besides the surrounding forestl
highlights include lakeside camping
good boat ramps. Groceries and gas are rections: To Lake Pillsbury Resort: From
available. 4 hiah, take U.S. 101 north for five miles to
Set atan elevation of 1,800 feet, Pillsh Bhe junction with Highway 20. Turn righe
is big and pretty when full, with 65 mild w) on Highway 20 and drive five miles to
shoreline. It is becoming a popular vacag at Potter Valley Road (toward Lake Pills-
destination with Bay Area folks, who n. ty). Turn northwest on East Potter Valley
to congregate at the norch end of the | wl and drive 5.9 miles to the town of Potter
where beaches, Forest Service camps, af lley. Continue on East Potter Valley Road
boat ramp are located, ] liel River Road. Turn right and drive 15
Bilen (o 1 ake Pillsbury and Forest Road 301F.
¥ tipht at Forest Road 301F and drive two
ilew to the resort.
L 1o Sunset: From Ukiah, rake U.S. 101
prih lor five miles to the junction with High-

and camping.

Joter sports, restrictions: Powerboats,
ot kiing, wakeboarding, personal water-
sailing, windsurfing, and swimming
permitted. Windsurfing and swimming
best on the lake’s norch end, which has
pte, sandy beaches.

Most visitors will fish a little and wate
alittle, enjoy the sun, and maybe take a dy
in the cool green waters. Though no:&n.m
are decent for windsurfing in the carly of
mer, few windsurfers are willing to makey
circuitous drive for less than great prosp
Interestingly, you are more apt to see
gliders here.

by J0. Turn right (east) on Highway 20 and
flve live miles to East Potter Valley Road
wird Lake Pillsbury). Turn northwest on
M Potier Valley Road toward Lake Pillsbury.
Prive 5.9 miles to the town of Potter Valley,
I hen continue on East Potter Valley Road
I Fel River Road. Turn right and drive 15
Hlex 1o the Eel River Informarion Kiosk at
Lahe 1 Isbury. Continue east for 4.1 miles
8 | .l Pillsbury and the junction with Hall
wuntain Road. Turn right and drive three
Blles 10 the camp entrance. A boat ramp is
, 0.25 mile to the south.
[ ller Grove: From Ukiah, rake U.S.
Access: There are three paved boat rang 1 norch for five miles to the junction with
Ighwity 20. Turn right (east) on Highway 20
) ve five miles to East Potter Valley Road
pwitd Lake Pillsbury). Turn northwest on
nt l'otier Valley Road toward Lake Pillsbury.
Prive 5.9 miles to the town of Potter Valley,
il then continue on East Potter Valley Road
B 116! River Road. Turn right and drive 15
Biles 10 (he Eel River Information Kiosk at
ke I'illsbury. Continue for 2.2 miles to the

The lake remains just difficult eno@
to reach that it probably will never getl
undated with people, as occasionally ocef
at Clear Lake. If you're staying at Pillsbyf
one great side trip is a rafting run dows;
nearby Eel River (see the £e/ River (Mid
Fork) and Fel River (Pillsbury Run) listh
in this chaprer).

The fishing is often good for :.o_._m
the spring, and then bass in the waril
months.

one at Fuller Grove Campground on
lake’s northwest end, one just past
set Campground on the northeast
and one at Lake Pilisbury Resort onf
west end. The boat ramp at Fuller Gre ;.
wheelchair-accessible.
Facilities, fees: Campgrounds, vault tof§
and drinking water are available. Lodgh
marina, boat rentals, gas, and convenigl
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campground access road. Turn right and drive
0.25 mile to the campground.

Contact: Mendocino National Forest,
Upper Lake Ranger District, 707/275-2361,
www.fs.fed.us/r5; PG&E Recreation Desk,
916/386-5164, www.pge.com/recreation; Lake
Pillsbury Resort, 707/743-9935; Lake County
Visitor Information Center, 707/274-5652,
www.lakecounty.com.

EE LETTS LAKE
SE2EEpan
Rating: 6

west of Maxwell in Mendocino National Forest
Map 4.2, page 122 ;
Okay, ¢'mon now, admit it: You've never seen
directions like the ones provided under Direc-
tions in this listing for Letts Lake, right? If
you think they are confusing, imagine how
difficult it would be to find the lake without
this book. Result? Advantage: you.

When you eventually get here, you find a
small lake (35 acres) set at 4,500 feet in eleva-
tion just within Mendocino Narional Forest,
along with a few campgrounds on the north
shore.

Because boats with motors are not allowed
and the access road is quite circuitous, people
with car-top rowboats, canoes, and rafts will
fare well at Letts Lake. Swimming prospects
are good; although there is no sandy beach
area, there is a rocky shoreline.

The surrounding area is pretty, with excel-
lent views and good hiking. You can turn a
hike into a fortune hunt by trying to discover
one of several natural springs in the area: Fir
Rock Springs, Summit Springs, Cold Springs,
Freezeour Springs, Board Camp Springs,
Young’s Corral Springs, and Sylar Springs.
Access: A primitive boat ramp that’s suitable

for car-top boats is located on the east side
of the lake.
Facilities, fees: Campgrounds, vault toilets,
drinking water, and a wheelchair-accessible
fishing pier is available. Access is free. Supplies
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can be obtained in Stonyford at Stonyford
General Store (530/963-3235).

Water sports, restrictions: Rowboats, canoes,
and kayaks are permitted. No motors. Swim-
ming is allowed.

Directions: From Sacramento, take [-5 north
for 67 miles to the exit for Maxwell. Take that
exit, turn west on Maxwell-Sites Road and drive
to Sites and Sites-Lodoga Road. Turn left on
Sites-Lodoga Road and continue to Lodoga
and Ladoga-Stonyford Road. Turn right on
Lodoga-Stonyford Road and loop around East
Park Reservoir to reach Stonyford and Fouts
Spring Road. Turn west on Fouts Springs Road/
Forest Service Road M10 and drive abour 17
miles into the national forest (where the road
becomes Forest Service Road 17N02) to the
campground, on the east side of Letts Lake.
Contact: Mendocino National Forest,
Grindstone Ranger District, 530/934-3316,
www.fs.fed.us/rS; Stonyford Work Center,
530/963-3128, fax 530/963-3173.

I3 EAST PARK RESERVOIR
SREREAan

Rating: 7
near Stonyford in Mendocino National Forest
Map 4.2, page 122
It can get hot here, absolutely sizzling. In mid-
summer, temperatures in the 90s and 100s are
common, and some summers the area is hit
with a string of 100-degree days that seems
to go on forever. The water levels drop a bit
almost daily, and by August, East Park Res-
ervoir has been transformed into a batheub,
complete with the ring.

But until that happens, this is a grear lake
for powerboating, waterskiing, and swimming,
Although the place is primitive, the foothill
setting is pretty, launching and access are free,
and all water sports are permitted. The best
swimming areas are near the campgrounds.

In low rain years and after late July, pow-
erboaters should check water levels before
heading out. The dropping levels result in

navigational hazards, and tree stumps af
often just beneath the surface. '
One of the great secrets of this lake is thel
the crappie fishing can be sensational. It
best at night, with live minnows or crappiy
jigs tossed under a bright light. There are alsg
big bass in this lake, including some in ¢
10-pound class. 4
Access: A primitive boat ramp is located of
the lake’s northwest side at the end of the ach
cess road. 4
Facilities, fees: Primitive campsites, and vaul§
and chemical toilets are available. No drin.
ing warer. Camping (except for groups), boa
launching, and day use are free. Supplies ca
be obrained in Stonyford and Lodoga; trf
Stonyford General Store (530/963-3235).
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, wa
terskiing, wakeboarding, personal watercrafg
sailing, windsurfing, and swimming are pef
mitted. A S-mph speed limit is enforced an
where within 100 feet of the shoreline and
near swimming areas. Swimming beaches a
locared near the campgrounds.
Directions: From Sacramento, take I-5 nort}f
for 67 miles to the exit for Maxwell. Take tha
exit, turn west on Maxwell-Sites Road and
drive to Sites and Sites-Lodoga Road. Turn|
left on Sites-Lodoga Road and continue tol
Lodoga and Lodoga-Stonyford Road. Tur,
right on Lodoga-Stonyford Road and drive to
East Park Reservoir and the boat ramp.
Note: A second entrance can be reached N
miles from [-5 just past Squaw Creek Inn. |
Contact: East Park Reservoir, 530/968-52674
Bureau of Reclamation, Northern Californi
Area, 530/934-7069.

il CLEAR LAKE ]
DnEnEECn |
Rating: 9}

north of Calistoga
Map 4.2, page 122

Clear Lake is a remarkable vision the firs ¢
time you drive aver the hills and lay your eyes;
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wwrcounding hills are green and everything is
W _..n,r and clean.

s is one of those rare places where reality
vun equal the vision. There is just something
bout Clear Lake that makes a visit here a
special experience. Maybe it's the knowledge
|
forces of nature rather than a reservoir created

this is a true lake fashioned entirely by the

by humans to serve humans.

For one thing, the body of water is vast, cov-
eting more than 40,000 surface acres amid the
loothills of Lake County; it’s the largest natural
heshwater lake within California’s borders. It
n seems full right to the brim, and with

hway 20 running alongside the eastern
shore, there is a sense of intimacy that large
fenervoirs just can’t claim, where the water levels

can be low and roads far from the water. Wich
dozens of resorts and private campgrounds
sprinkled along the 100 miles of shoreline, the
lake can accommodate huge numbers of visitors
without making one feel crowded. In addition,
there are almost 100 boat ramps (including 10
free ramps). That makes Clear Lake ideal for
boating/camping weekends.

Every imaginable water sport—even parasail-
ing—can be enjoyed here, and just about every
kind of watercraft is available for rent. Add to
that staying at a resort, camping, fishing, hik-
ing, horseback riding, bicycling, rockhounding,
golfing, touring wineries, taking glider flights,
exploring Native American village archaeolog-
cal sites, and well, you've got it all.

The lake is shaped somewhat like an hour-
glass, with the northern section much larger
and rounder than its southern councerpart.
These two sections are somewhat divided by
an extended peninsula. Waterskiing is best on




138 Chapter 4

calm summer days on the lake’s northern part.
Note that the shoreline along the north and
west shores, and along the southern half of the
lake, is very popular for bass fishing, so water-
skiers should avoid the shoreline, particularly
in the coves. To ensure that water-skiers stay
where they’re supposed to, a sheriff’s boat pa-
trols the lake full time.

The water is very warm in summer, with
surface temperatures often approaching 80 de-
grees—ideal for all water sports. The NorCal
Boat & Ski races are held here each summer,
along with the annual Splash In, an event for
seaplane owners.

Clear Lake is the bass capiral of the west. It
can be the most rewarding lake in California.
Yet in the turnaround of a day, it can also be the
most humbling. More times than not, however,
it rewards, not humbles. There may be no better
place in America to catch a big bass. The average
angler is going to catch one five pounds or better
80 percent of the time. There are also wads of
12- and 14-inch bass in the lake, and you can
catch and release 30 or 40 of them. But the
big ones are the appeal. If you target the bigger
fish, you hope for five bites. Some days you get
lucky and get 10 bites. Of those bites, you hope
to catch them all. The lake also has excellent
numbers of catfish, crappie, and bluegill.

The lake’s marinas are complete and well
staffed, and the marinas thar have lodging
and docking facilities are extremely popular
all summer long, Reservations are always ad-
vised and often needed ar the higher quality
spots. The same is true ar Clear Lake State
Park, which provides campgrounds, as well
as boater access to an adjacent section of tule-
edged shoreline that is especially good for fish-
ing for bluegill and bass.

Dozens of mom-and-pop operations are
located around the lake. They vary greatly in
quality, but virtually all have their own boat
ramps or are situated very close 10 a public
ramp. The most developed operation is ar
Konocti Harbor Resort & Spa, which has
condo-style units, a restaurant, full marina,
and a small concerrt hall.

Windsurfing is possible just about any
where there’s a beach. The best time for o
sport is in the spring, when the wind is
of course. )

There are several beaches around the [a
The Lake County Visitor Information Centd
provides a free map that derails all the publ
boat ramps and beach access points. ,
Access: Clear Lake has 10 free boat laun
es, along with dozens at private resorts and!
launch at the state park. Several resorts a !
private boat ramps are in the area:
* Edgewarter Resort, at Soda Bay: H
Kelseyville on Highway 29, take the Gadd
Lane exit and drive (the road 5:.:2:»8
becomes Merritt Road) on Merritt Road fa
two miles to Soda Bay Road. Turn right o
Soda Bay Road and drive three miles to thi
park entrance and boat ramp on the left. Fef
more information, call 707/279-0208,
* Holiday Harbor, near Nice: From north
Ukiah on U.S. 101, drive north to the junctiof
with Highway 20. Turn east on Highway 2/
and drive to the town of Nice and Howan
Avenue. Turn left on Howard Avenue »:
drive 200 feet to the park and boat launch
at the end of the road. For more information
call 707/274-1136. j

,

* Beachcomber Resort, RV near Lucern

From north of Ukiah on U.S. 101, or frong
Williams on 1-5, turn on Highway 20 and
drive to the town of Lucerne. Continue o
Highway 20 to the cast side of Lucerne and td
the resort at 6345 East Highway 20. For mo
information, call 707/274-6639.
* Glenhaven Beach, at Glenhaven: From nortlg
of Ukiah on U.S. 101, or I-5 at Williams, tur

on Highway 20 and drive to Clear Lake m:.“

the town of Glenhaven (four miles :o:rén—
of Clearlake Oaks). In Glenhaven, continug
on Highway 20 to the camp and boat ram
at 9625 East Highway 20. For more inform
tion, call 707/998-3406.

There are also the following free publiej

ramps: !
* Clear Lake Avenue: From Main Street in th ,

town of Lakeport, take Clear Lake Avenud

eust and head to the paved ramp located at
the lake’s edge.

s lifth Sereet Ramp: From Main Street in the
town of Lakeport, turn east on Fifth Street
and drive to the two-lane paved ramp.

¢ First Street Ramp: From Main Streert in the
tww of Lakeport, turn east on First Street and
sontinue to the two-lane paved ramp.

¢ I ludson Avenue: From Highway 20 in Nice,
turn south on Hudson Boulevard and con-
ue to the two-lane paved ramp at the lake’s

rdpe. Fishing access is free.

¢ 1. V. Keeling County Park: This park is
located in the town of Nice at 3000 Lakeshore
oulevard and has a paved ramp.

* Lake County Park: On Highway 29 south
of Kelseyville, turn north on Soda Bay Road/
Highway 281 and drive to Park Drive. Turn
north on Park Drive drive to the paved ramp
at 1985 Park Drive.

* Lakeshore Drive and Crystal Lake Way:
From Main Street in the town of Lakeporr,
turn west on Clear Lake Avenue and con-
tinue to High Street. Turn north, drive to
lukeshore Drive, turn right and continue to

the paved ramp at the junction with Crystal
l.ake Way.

* Lucerne Harbor County Park: A paved ramp
i available in the town of Lucerne at 6225
st Highway 20.

* Redbud City Park: In the town of Clearlake,
look for the park entrance at 14655 Lakeshore

Drive. A four-lane paved ramp is available.
“hird Street Ramp: From Main Screet in
the town of Lakeport, take Third Street east
to the two-lane paved ramp.

Facilities, fees: Full marina services are

o

available at Ferndale Marina in Kelseyville,
707/279-4866; Glenhaven Marina in Glen-
haven, 707/998-3406; and Will-O-Point
Resort in Lakeport, 707/262-5896. Boat
rentals, bait and tackle, and supplies are avail-
able. Camping and cabins are available. Boat
launching is free at most public ramps. Fees
are charged for camping and boat launching
At private marinas.

Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, water-
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skiing, wakeboarding, personal watercraft, sail-
ing, windsurfing, and swimming are permitted.
Swimming beaches are located at Clear Lake
State Park in Kelseyville, Redbud City Park in
Clearlake, Star Beach in Lucerne, HV. Keeling
Park in Nice, and at 16th Street in Lakeport.
Directions: To Clear Lake State Park: From
Vallejo, take Highway 29 north to Lower Lake
to a lighted junction (still Highway 29). Turn
left on Highway 29 and drive seven miles to
Soda Bay Road. Turn right on Soda Bay Road
and drive 11 miles to the park entrance on the
right side of the road.

From Sacramento, take I-5 north to Wil-
liams and Highway 20. Turn west on Highway
20 and drive to the junction with Highway 53.
Turn left on 53 and drive to Lower Lake and
the lighted junction with Highway 29. Turn
right on Highway 29 and drive seven miles to
Soda Bay Road. Turn right on Soda Bay Road
and drive 11 miles to the park entrance on the
right side of the road.

From Eureka, take U.S. 101 south to Cal-
pella (17 miles south of Willits), turn east
on Highway 20, and continue to Highway
29. Turn right on Highway 29 and drive to
Kelseyville and Main Street. Turn left on
Main Street and drive a short distance to
State Street. Turn right and drive 0.25 mile
to Gaddy Lane. Turn right on Gaddy Lane and
drive about two miles to Soda Bay Road. Turn
right and drive one mile to the park entrance
on the left (well signed from Kelseyville).
Contact: Clear Lake State Park, 707/279-4293;
Lakeport Regional Chamber of Commerce,
707/263-5092; Lake County Visitor Informa-
tion Center, 707/274-5652 or 800/525-3743,
www.lakecounty.com; Clearlake Chamber
of Commerce, 707/994-3600; Greater Lake-
port Chamber of Commerce, 707/263-5092,
www.lakeportchamber.com; Konocti Har-
bor Resort & Spa, Kelseyville, 707/279-4281,
www.konoctiharbor.com.

Boat rentals: Funtime RV Park, Clearlake
(pontoon boats, fishing boats, and ski boats),
707/994-6267; Blue Fish Cove Resort, Clear-
lake Oaks (fishing boats, pedal boats, and
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personal watercrafy), T071998-1769: T.ake Ma-

rina Resort, Clearlake Oiks (pontoon b
W:m canoes), 707/ 998-3787, xm:on: Im””“
A Mwmﬁ m_M.mE Marina, Kongyg Bay (pontoon
w&s_m ski boats, fishing hogs, pedal boars,
Py W.m:a ,@285_ Watercraft), 707/279-
s Visney's Water Sports [ ge,

. port (fishin,
boats, ski boats, pontoon hogrg y
)

nn_&vom:m.
WMMM_? and 1283_ Eaas%u 707/263-
mrmm“ ,Més.&Env\wsmg;wo:m.moaw Shaw’s
07199 93 LowerLake (fishing boats),
(Fishin w 36; Edgewater Resort, Soda Bay
mooa%a oats and kaaks), 707/279.0208 or

-6224,

B .
0t cruises and toygs: Clear Lake

MMZQQ_ paddlewheel), Lucerne woww«m.m‘w
32; Konocti Harbor Resore & m.wm Marina

Qm.mmam:mﬂ charter b
7071279-6628.

%NW_MMW_MM and supplies: Clearlake Bait &
o mEV moowaﬁ.@op Konoeti Harbor Resort
wow\wmw 60-5253; Clearlake Outdoors,
-5852; Lakeshore Bait and Tackle
WMW\\%@WA.KEW Limit Qy; Bait & vﬁwnr_a“
o 1006; Pi Stop, 707/262-0931; Tackle
, 62-1233; Ferndale Regore and Marina
%H: Aa westside of the lake), 707/279.4866;
NNWM m mvm& Actes on Cache Creek, 707/ oo\».,
s Holiday Harbor Ry Park & Marin
A:om& end of lake), 712741136 '
O:EM_MMM.&S Munk, 707/479-7961; Boars
Juid ice, 7071857375% Clear Lake Guide
ﬁnﬂ 707/349-1427, Get-R-Done Fishin
m.QS? 7071272-6640; The :
W_o:u .wow\wmw.mmmmw Pounds Veqy Round Guide
O@hw\ﬁmw wow\mwo..@wo“ Bob Thein’s Fishing
s a_MSnﬁ wou\@ﬁ.@mmw Bassin’ With
o yskey, wow\wﬁ.ow.\ww Konocti Guide
OMM:nm, .\o..w\wwo-o\»wmw wmm annmn‘m 707/279-
95 Bass'n Guide Service, wow\mmw\wdm.

oat), Konocti Bay,

King Connec-

B} INDIAN VALLEY
RESERVOIR

SEREaN

ng water, and a convenience store are
 vailable. Fees are charged for day use (boat
Isiching included) and camping.

E Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, ca-
foes, kayaks, inflatables, sailing, windsurfing,
il swimming are permitted. A 10-mph speed
Jimit is strictly enforced. No waterskiing, wake-

Rating:

near Clear Lake

Map 4.2, page 122 i
Imagine a lake so ugly that it is beautiful. Sud
is the case at Indian Valley Reservoir.
Ugly? To some people it is one downrigh
ugly dog. The water level is often very low, turs
ing the lake into a long, narrow strip with mil
of exposed shore. For most of the year, the sui .
rounding hills are brown and barren. The ro;
in from cither side is a twisted nightmare.
Burt after a while Indian Valley Reservo
becomes more like a homely dog that you lovi
more than anything in the world, because i '
side beats a heart that will never betray youy
Indian Valley is a long, narrow reservol
set at elevation 1,500 fect. When full, th
lake covers about 4,000 acres and has 4
miles of shoreline. The water harbors many
submerged trees, which provide an excellenf
habitat for bass, kokance salmon, and catfish§
This is some of the best bass fishing territory
in Northern California.
A 10-mph speed limit, clear water, and hof]
days create a quiet setting for fishing and mal :
for good swimming all summer long. Therea
no sandy beaches, but the clear, warm water isf
good for swimming, and those who want to cakel
the plunge can jump in wherever and whenever
they desire. Afterall, it is fairly remote and primi-
tive out here. Rental boats are not available.
The saving graces are the little Indian Val-]
ley Store at the lake’s south end and the boat:
ramps located at the north and south ends.
Boater traffic is low, consisting primarily of}
people who come to fish for bass and kokanee §
salmon. Relatively few know about this place, J
and of those who do, the long twisty drive, §
ugly surroundings, and enforced speed limit §
keep most of them away. ]

But for anglers that makes it just beauriful. )
Access: There are two boat ramps.

Facilities, fees: Campgrounds, vault toilets, 1

§

howrding, or personal watercraft. Although

there are no designated beaches, you can swim
wll long the shoreline; the most popular swim-
ming spots are near the campgrounds.

Directions: From Williams on I-5, turn west on
) Hphway 20 and drive 25 miles into the foothills
w Walker Ridge Road. Turn north (right) on
Walker Ridge Road (a gravel road) and drive
porth 5.4 miles to a major intersection of two
it roads. Turn left and drive five miles (you
wil! pass Blue Oak Campground to your right)

o the Tndian Valley Store and boat ramp, at the
wmth end of the lake near the dam. Note that

the access road is dirt and washboarded.

Jrom the north end of Clear Lake, at the
town of Nice, drive one mile east on Highway
J0. then turn left on Bartlett Springs Road.
I'ie twisey road is routed to the north end of
the lake, where there’s a boat launch. This is
a slow, twisty but scenic route.

Contact: Bureau of Land Management, Ukiah
| Office, 707/468-4000, www.blm.gov/ca;
n Valley Store and Marina, 530/662-0607.
A detailed map is available from the BLM.

5 GUALALA RIVER
2] A

Rating: 6

south of Point Arena

Map 4.3, page 123

Remote and pretty, the Gualala River is the

hest of the smaller rivers flowing along the So-

noma and Mendocino coastline. Families and

novice rafters find that it makes a great place

i enjoy an easy float in a canoe or a kayak.

I'he water is clean and warm in the summer,

and the lower river is good for swimming,
Because the river’s upper stretches are often
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too shallow in the summer, the lower section
gets pretty heavy recreational use. The run
down in a kayak or canoe is an easy Class I
affair that gets a lot of traffic in the summer
months. About 50 kayaks are available for
rent, and customers are provided with all of
the necessary accessories and shuttle service.
Bikes and canoes are also available.

The river is very scenic, and boaters should
be able to see lots of wildlife and a variety of
bird species. Swimming is good all along the
Jower river, which has deep swimming holes
and even rope swings in a couple of places.
One word of warning: Don’t try to find swim-
ming spots upstream because that river section
is bordered by private property.

The season here is a two-part affair. Part One

is during relatively higher flows, when the river
runs into the ocean. Part Two is when flows
drop and a sand bar closes the mouth of river.
Both provide boating opportunities—the first
for down-the-river technical kayaking, the sec-
ond for flat-water, family-style opportunities.
Access: There is no boat ramp. To reach the
standard put-in (called Switchvale), see the
Directions in this listing for access to the lower
river; once on Old State Road, drive three miles
to a parking area. Park and carry your gear a
short distance down to the beach. An alternate
put-in is located about six miles upstream (atan
access known as Hot Spot), but it is generally
only boatable very eatly in the season.
Facilities, fees: Campgrounds, restrooms with
flush toilets, drinking water, and vault toilers
are available nearby. Kayak rentals, shuttle
service, and boating supplies can be obtained
at Adventure Rents. Full facilities are available
in Gualala. Access is free. Rafting permits are
not required. A fee is charged for camping.

Water sports, restrictions: Driftboars, kay-

aks, canoes, and inflatables are permitted.

Several swimming holes are locared off the

roads mentioned above.

Directions: To access the lower river from the

town of Gualala, rurn east on Old Stage Road

(County Road 501) and drive less than one

mile to Old State Road (County Road 502).
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Turn right on Old State Road, where access
is available on the road. To reach the upper
fishing limit of the river from Gualala, drive
south on Highway 1 to Annapolis Road. Turn
left (east) on Annapolis Road and travel to the
twin bridges. The bridges cross the Gualala.
Contact: Redwood Coast Chamber of Com-
merce, 707/884-1080, www.redwood coast-
chamber.com; Gualala Sports & Tackle,
707/884-4247; Craig Bell, Greenwarer
Guide Service, Gualala, 707/884-3012;
Gualala Point Regional Park, 707/785-2377;
Gualala River Redwood Park, 707/884-
3533; Adventure Rents, North Coast Kay-
m_&:mv 707/884-4386 or 888/881-4386,
www.adventurerents.com.

FX0 L AKE SONOMA
SOEnEan

Rating: 10
north of Santa Rosa

Map 4.3, page 123 [ BEST (|

Nestled in the rich foothill country of Sonoma
County, Lake Sonoma offers one of the best
boating/camping experiences around. A 5-
mph speed limit and no-wake zones have been
established in many areas of the lake, along
with 109 boat-in campsites and two group
boat-in campgrounds. This guarantees peace,
quiet, and excellent swimming and fishing
opportunities; yet there’s still a huge section
of water available for water sports.

There’s plenty of room for everybody. The
lake is set at an elevation of 450 feet and covers
2,500 surface acres, with 53 miles of shoreline
and hundreds of hidden coves. In addition, the
lake is adjacent to an 8,000-acre wildlife area
that has 40 miles of hiking trails. From the
dam, the lake extends nine miles north on the
Dry Creck Arm and four miles west on Warm
Springs Creek. Each of the lake arms has sev-
eral fingers and miles of quiet and secluded
shore. One of the grear things about this lake is
that boat rentals, including houseboat rentals,
are available at the marina.

Any potential conflict between high-sg
operarors and anglers has been resolved)
setting aside a large area in the main laked
waterskiing, wakeboarding, and personal §
tercraft use.

Water-skiers usually stick to the Warm Spy
Arm, which gets less wind than the Dry
Arm. Swimmers and beginning windsu
will find the best conditions near Yorty C
although speed-loving windsurfers can ve i
into the waterskiing area on the Dry Creek A
How is the water? Well, after the winter
runoff turns it a bit off-color, the lake quig
turns green in the spring, and by summer susf§
temperatures are in the high 70s. g

The lake artracts heavy use, with most
tors staying at the Liberty Glen Campgro
Boaters have the advantage of being able tg
cess the boat-in camps, which are great if
looking for a personal, secluded site. Thesl
primitive sites withour drinking water, but
provide chemical roilets, garbage cans,
sites, picnic tables, fire rings, and lantern g
(you can hang your food on them). Be sugg
bring some kind of sun shade, even if it's ju§
light tarp rigged with poles and ropes.

To get the most out of a stay here, stoff
the visitors center below the dam to pi
maps, brochures, and other information,
ask about boat-in campsite availability, 4

Allinall, Lake Sonoma provides the perf
example of how to do something right,
Access: A five-lane paved boat ramp is lo
on the lake’s west side. A primitive, h
launch area is available at Yorty Creek,
Facilities, fees: A full-service marina, &
ramps, and boat rentals are available, T'h
are 109 primitive boat-in campsites arou

lake; two hike-in sites; four group sites (twil
which are boat-in); and 95 tent sites and §
group sites at Liberty Glen Campgroundy
miles from the lake. Picnic tables, fire go
and vault toilets are provided at the primig
sites, but drinking water is not. At Liberty Gi}
picnic tables and fire rings are provided, agf
flush roilets, drinking water, lantern holdf
solar-heated showers, and an RV dump sta}

Jhiny «nd other supplies can be obtained at
p 1y Creek Store on Dry Creek Road in
lvburg. Day-use and launch fees apply.

r sports, restrictions: Powerboats, water-
g, wakeboarding, and personal watercraft
sllowed in designated areas; a large area is
e in the main lake body. Other desig-
#odl arcas have a posted 5-mph speed limit.

e hent area for swimming and windsurfing
; he Yorty Creek access.

stions: To primary ramps: From Santa
pan. rive north on U.S. 101 to Healdsburg.

v Healdsburg, take the Dry Creek Road exit,
# left, and drive northwest for 11 miles.

¢ crossing a small bridge, you will see the
lrors center on your right. To reach the

t ramp, continue past the visitors center

shout chree miles. Follow the signs to the

plic launch ramp across the ridge, or to the

p at Lake Sonoma Marina.

h Yorty Creek access: Car-top boats can be
Bt hed ar the Yorty Creek access. From Santa
n, rive north on U.S. 101 to Cloverdale.
# the first Cloverdale exit and turn left at
sop sign, driving over U.S. 101 to South
verdale Boulevard. Turn right and drive
§ Went Brookside Road. Turn left and drive
b Fo | Drive. Turn left on Foothill Drive
drive to Hot Springs Road. Turn right on
et Mpringss Road and continue on the narrow,
uling, road several miles to the lake.
act: L.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Lake
phima, 707/433-9483, www.spn.usace.
" iyt akesonoma; Lake Sonoma Marina,
§7/4 44 2200, www.lakesonoma.com; Dry
ek Store, 707/433-4171.

HIGHLAND SPRINGS
RESERVOIR

pnEe

ot of Clear Lake
4, page 124 ,
paplec can drive to giant Clear Lake many
# over a lifetime and never learn about
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nearby Highland Springs Reservoir or the ad-
jacent Adobe Creek Reservoir. Yet these two
lakes are so close, only about 10 miles west
of Clear Lake, and between them they fulfill
many needs.

Highland Springs Reservoir is located in the
foothills just southwest of Big Valley, about a
mile west of Adobe Creek Reservoir. Created
when a dam was built on Highland Creek,

a tributary of Adobe Creek, it covers about
150 acres.

Because no gas-powered motors are allowed
on the lake, Highland Springs offers a perfect
alternarive for people with small, hand-pow-
ered boats, such as canoes, rafts, or prams.
Boaters are guaranteed calm water, even on
three-day weekends when nearby Clear Lake
just about gets plowed under by all the hot
jet boats.

This is a nice, quiet, day-use only lake that’s
ideal for a few hours of picnicking and splash-
ing or wading around. With warm, fairly clear
water and no motorized boats to disturb the
peace, the swimming here is decent and wind-
surfing is excellent. The lake gets moderate

use, and most of the visitors are anglers. A golf
course is available next to the lake.

Access: A primitive boat ramp is located
on the lake’s east side adjacent to the picnic
area.

Facilities, fees: Restrooms with flush toilets, a
grassy picnic area, horseshoe pits, and basket-
ball court are provided. Access is free.

Water sports, restrictions: Small boats, ca-
noes, kayaks, inflatables, sailing, windsurf-
ing, and swimming are na:ﬁm:m&‘ No gas
motors allowed. Swimming is best at the
picnic area.

Directions: From Vallejo, take Highway 29
norch to the town of Lower Lake. Bear left
on Highway 29 and drive to Kelseyville,
then continue on Highway 29 four miles to

Highland Springs Road. Turn left on High-

land Springs Road and drive four miles to

the reservoir.

Contact: Lake County Visitor Information,

707/274-5652; Lake County Public Works,
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7071263-2341, www.lakecounty.com/lakes.
html; Tackle It, 707/262-1233; Lakeshore Bait
and Tackle, 707/944-3474.

P CACHE CREEK
=l 1A

Rating: 7
southeast of Clear Lake

Map 4.4, page 124

Cache Creek is best known as the closest place
to go white-water rafting by people who live
in the San Francisco Bay Area.

From San Francisco it is 110 miles away,
and for residents of Napa in the northern Bay
Area, it is only 65 miles away. The most ac-
cessible area is right along Highway 16, the
little two-laner that links tiny towns such as
Guinda and Rumsey and eventually connects
with Highway 20 near the Cache Creek Wild-
life Area.

,1::@ is an ideal river for inflatable kayaks,
a first-time whire-water experience, or an easy
overnight trip.

For one-day trips the best put-in spot is
about 10 miles north of Rumsey. You can
cover about eight miles of river, including
shooting three Class 11 rapids, and use ad-
jacent Highway 16 as your shuttle road. The
best take-out is at Camp Haswell, which has
a good picnic area that closes at dusk.

The warm water is ideal for swimming, and
many rafters fall in on purpose. Although the
scenery is not spectacular, the rural foothill
country setting is quiet. There is a good deal
of traffic here in the summer, mostly Bay Area
people taking a quick trip. But if you leave
enough room between boats when you get
on the river, you can go a full day and not see
anyone anyway.

An insider’s note: The upper reach of Cache
Creek, just south of Clear Lake, is largely in-
accessible. However, few people know that a
two-mile stretch of water can be reached on the
obscure road that runs out of Anderson Flat.

Access: Rafters may put in along Highway

16 just before the point where the hight ‘
and the creek split off into different directif
(this is roughly 10 miles north of the tow
Rumsey, near the county line). Take out abe
six miles downstream at Camp Haswell,
Facilities, fees: Campgrounds, restrooms
tlush toilets, drinking water, and vault tolld
are nearby. Access to the river is free. A fa
charged for camping,
Water sports, restrictions: Swimming ace
is available at most of the campgrounds a
picnic areas along Highway 16.
Directions: From Vacaville on 1-80, turn norf
on I-505 and drive 21 miles to Madison agl
the junction with Highway 16. Turn north g
Highway 16 and drive northwest for about 4
miles to the town of Rumsey. From Rums
continue west on Highway 16 for five mild
to the park entrance. Direct access is aval
able from the town of Rumsey to four milg
upstream, at the confluence of Bear Creel§
South of Rumsey, the creek runs on priva
property; be aware of the boundaries.
Contact: Cache Creck Canyon Regional Park
530/666-8115, www.yolocounty.org.
Rafting trips: Whitewater Adventures§
800/977-4837, www.gotwhitewater.com
Cache Canyon River Trips, 530/796-309¥
or 800/796-3091, www.cachecanyon.com.

LAKE BERRYESSA
el ]l Jaf=]a
xmzzanom
north of Vallejo 1
Map 4.4, page 124 :

This is a big lake, covering some 21,000 wmnnm ;
with 165 miles of shoreline, complete with 1

secret coves, islands, and an expanse of un- 4
touched shore on the eastern side.

Berryessa is the Bay Area’s backyard boat-
ing headquarters, often a wild scene on hot
weekends with lots of fast boats, warter-ski-
ers, suntan oil, and flowing liquid refresh-
ment of various origins. During the week the
place is more peaceful and the natural beauty

#f the Narrows, where
#he Like is much smaller and more intimate.

y \hines; this is the best time for fishing
ly recreation. Enthusiasts have a

fan
hay on summer weekends in the warm,
Fwater.

fler vossa does not provide free public boat

. lnstead, there are several resorts, all of
have ramps, marinas of varying size,
s, and campgrounds. The largest is
" k Resort, which has waterside condo
Jaita. 1 motel, a marina, boat rentals, an RV

tages, a pool, tennis courts, and a
11 skiing school. Most of the marinas offer

gt tentals.

main body of Berryessa is upstream of
s Nurrows. To the north is a wide expanse of
1t is so roomy that jet boats and per-
{ watercraft can go crazy and have all the

A o anybody could dream of. To the south

fishing is more popular,

Jishing is excellent at Berryessa. Fishing

f vrout and salmon can provide spectacular

mimbers of fish for those on the water early
ainl nolling the proper depth, typically 25-40
foer dleep. Bass fishing is also great in late win-
irough early summer, with counts of 30

ter
el 40, catch-and-release, for know-hows.
1
inially caught by surprise.

Another unique element of Berryessa is at
far norchern end of the lake, well up the
Il Creek Arm. A buoy line there marks the
nt where powerboats aren’t permitted up-
m, making it ideal for canocists to paddle
y this rarely traveled lake section, bordered
1 west by a dramaric granite wall and on
the cast by a meadow where deer often graze.

¢ is a sprinkling of giant bass and carfish,

You will never forget it.
Access: There are seven boat ramps on Lake
I

yessa:

tah Creek Resort: From Vallejo, rake [-80
northeast about 10 miles ro the Suisun Valley
Road exit. Take Suisun Valley Road and drive
north to Highway 121. Turn norch on Highway
121 and drive five miles to Highway 128. Turn
el on Highway 128, drive five miles to Ber-
ryessa-Knoxville Road, and continue 13 miles
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to 7600 Knoxville Road. A paved boat ramp,
marina, motel, restaurant, bar, campground,
restrooms, showers, coin laundry, convenience
store, and arcade are available.
« Rancho Monticello Resort: From Vallejo,
take 1-80 northeast about 10 miles to the Su-
isun Valley Road exit. Take Suisun Valley Road
and drive north to Highway 121. Turn north
on Highway 121 and drive five miles to High-
way 128. Turn left on Highway 128, drive five
miles to wn:v\nmmmlﬁsoﬁm:m Road. Turn right,
and drive 12.5 miles to 6590 Knoxville Road.
A paved boat ramp, boat rentals, full-service
marina, gas, vacation cabins, campground with
restrooms and showers, coin laundry, conve-
nience store, and snack bar are available.
» Lake Berryessa Marina Resort: From Valle-
jo, take 1-80 northeast about 10 miles to the
Suisun Valley Road exit. Take Suisun Valley
Road and drive north to Highway 121. Turn
north on Highway 121 and drive five miles
to Highway 128. Turn left on Highway 128,
drive five miles to Berryessa-Knoxville Road,
turn right, and continue nine miles to 5800
Knoxville Road. A paved boat ramp, full-
service marina, houseboar and boat rentals,
cabins, campground, flush toilets, showers,
an RV dump station, a snack bar, RV supplies,
and a convenience store are available.
« Spanish Flat Resorc: From Vallejo, take [-80
northeast about 10 miles to the Suisun Valley
Road exit. Take Suisun Valley Road and drive
north to Highway 121. Turn north on Highway
121 and drive five miles to Highway 128. Turn
north on Highway 128 and drive five miles
to Berryessa-Knoxville Road. Turn right on
Berryessa-Knoxville Road and continue four
miles to 4290 Knoxville Road. A paved boat
ramp, full-service marina, boat rentals, park-
model cabins, campground, restrooms with
flush toilets, showers, and convenience store are
available. A deli is open in summer and a grill is
open on Sundays. Coin laundry, a restaurant,
and RV supplies are within 1.5 miles.
o Steele Park Resort: From Vallejo, take 1-80
northeast about 10 miles to the Suisun Valley
Road exit. Take Suisun Valley Road and drive
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north (it becomes Wooden Valley Road) another  to Davis and the exit for Highway :wL ither will have bonded with your  kayakers like to practice. You'll sometimes see
10 miles to Highway 121. Turn north on High-  that exit and drive north on Highway 1§ : r will want to jam a paddle down  people taking kayaking lessons here.
way 121 and drive about eight miles to theend ~ Covell Boulevard. Turn west on Covell § , From Cloverdale on downstream past Geyser-

of Highway 121 and the junction with Highway  levard and drive to Winrers (where the § st ansured that this is a great place for  ville, it’s an easy paddle. The river is more sedate,
128. Turn left (west) on Highway 128 and drive ~ becomes Highway 128), and then contin B\ 4 cxperiment because the resules are  and there are far fewer people than at the stretch
a short distance to Steele Canyon Road. Turn  Putah Creek and past Monticello Dam, § 10 e positive. Most of the year, the river  downstream of Forestville. With only a handful
right and drive five miles to the resort. A paved From the Bay Area, take 1-80 east to Conl h and rolling green, with a prime 10-mile  of short, unrated rapids, this is the kind of place
boat ramp, full-service marina, gas, coveredand  and the exit for Suisun Valley Road. Ta th hetween Forestville and Guerneville  where you can enjoy being close to the water as it
open berths, dry storage, boat rentals, a water-  exit, turn north and drive 17 miles to Hi w I outed through redwoods. All this  helps to propel you downstream, and you gain a
skiing school, an RV park, a motel, cottages, way 121. Turn right on Highway 121 and Bhes 101 o great firsc-time paddle. sense of exhilaration from the freedom of riding
two restaurants, a bar, a convenience store, and  seven miles to Moskowite Corners and the Jd Fthe most popular launching spot for canoe- - a river. Regardless of which section you pick, the
a picnic area are available. tion of Highway 128. See Access in this ligh 10 ke's Canoes. From here, you take  Russian River is an ideal first-time destination
* Pleasure Cove Marina: From Vallejo, take  for specific boat ramps, marinas, and regg . e floating fazily down to their private  for canoeing or kayaking.

+ 1-80 northeast abou 10 miles to the Suisun Contact: Bureau of Reclamation, Lake Berry Bt 11 CGuerneville, where you can cacch a Access: Paved boat ramps are provided at

Valley Road exit. Take Suisun Valley Road and 707/966-2111, www.usbr.gov/ Bv\vﬂ.nw._,. te tide back (it’s included in the price).  Burke’s put-in, Casini’s put-in, and Monte
drive north another 10 miles to Highway 121. Lodging: Putah Creek Resort (ndl hout puides, you set the pace of your trip.  Rio Fishing Access.
Turn north on Highway 121 and drive about  end of lake), 707/966-2116; Steele W #n easy paddle along one of the prettiest  Facilities, fees: Lodging, cabins, camp-
eight miles to the end of Highway 121 and  Resor, 707/966-2123 or 800/522-24 lon ol the entire river, winding through  grounds, restrooms, showers, canoe and
the junction with Highway 128. Bear right  www.steelepark.com; Rancho Mont B heatt of the redwoods. The area is green  kayak rentals, and shuttles are available. Public
(southeast) on Highway 128 and proceed four  Resort, 707/966-2188 or 707/966-94 d lish, yet also has many sunny beaches  beaches with restrooms, picnic facilities, and
miles to Wragg Canyon Road. Turn left and Lake Berryessa Marina Resort, 707/9 te you can picnic. And whereas other river  snack bars are available as well. Day use is free
continue three miles to the resort entrance at 2161, www.lakeberryessa.com; Spanish § P nve temporary dams to retain water,  in most areas. Fees are charged for camping
the end of the road. A paved boat ramp, full-  Resort, 707/966-7700, marina 707/966-7A ge there are no dams to cross. and boat launching at private campgrounds.
service marina, boat rentals, houseboas, gas,  www.spanishflatresort.com; Pleasure i e Wik 's is the long-established canoe rental ~ Water sports, restrictions: Several excellent
campground, restrooms, showers, ice, bait and Resort, 707/966-2172; Markley Cove R " campground on the Russian River.  swimming beaches are available along Highway
tackle, propane gas, an RV dump station, and  707/966-2134. . - trip is the 10-miler from Burke’s  116. They include Johnson’s Beach in Guern-
a convenience store are available. Tent and RV camping: Rancho Monti B Voceville co Guerneville, which is routed  eville, the public beach at Monte Rio, and the
* Markley Cove Resort: From Vallejo, take I Resort, 707/966-2188; Lake Berryessa Mag , " gh the heart of the area’s redwoods,  beach at Casini Ranch Campground.

80 northeast about 10 miles to the Suisun Val- Resort, 707/966-2161; Pleasure Cove Rege * w4 3.5-hour paddle trip with plenty of  Directions: To Burke’s put-in: From the Bay

ley Road exit. Take Suisun Valley Road and  707/966-9600. e i (he day for sunbathing, swimming,  Area, drive north on U.S. 101 to the junction
drive north another 10 miles to Highway 121. Boat rentals: Markley Cove Marina (so ‘ 1g else you can think of. The cost  with Highway 116 west (just north of Petaluma).
Turn north on Highway 121 and drive about  end of lake), 707/966-2134; Lake Berryed g h4%, including a return by shuttle. Many  Take Highway 116 west and drive 15 miles to
eight miles o the end of Highway 121 and the  Houseboar Rentals, 707/966-2827. i ’ ips are available. Forestville and Mirabel Road (at the gas station).
junction with Highway 128. Bear right (south- Guides: Jim Munk, 707/479-79 & | lictc are several other places to put in  Turn rightand drive 1.5 miles until it dead-ends
east) on Highway 128 and drive eight miles  Larry Hemphill Guide & Instructig » rcam, however, and it’s an easy float  at Burke’s and the Russian River.

to the resort on the left. A paved boat ramp,a  530/674-0276. , ) all the way to the ocean. Casini’s is To Casini’s put-in: On U.S. 101 north of
marina, gas, a pumphouse, houseboat moor- i ! popular put-in, the beginning of 2 Santa Rosa, turn west on River Road and drive
ings, bait, a convenience store, and a snack bar : waddle trip. 16 miles to Guerneville and Highway 116. Con-
are available. Fishing access is free. ! RUSSIAN RIVER | L In the summer, the river gets heavy use,  tinue west on Highway 116 and drive seven
Facilities, fees: All resores have boat ramps n m . @ B i ts of boaters and swimmers at every  miles to Duncan Mills and Moscow Road.
and marinas. Most have campgrounds and/or < - access point. There are large, sandy ~ Turn left (southeast) on Moscow Road and
lodging. Fecs are charged at resorts for day use, W hes all along the highway. The bestareat  drive 0.7 mile to the campground on the left.
boat launching, and camping, northwest of Santa Rosa To Monte Rio Fishing Access: In the town
Water sports, restrictions: All water sports Map 4.4, page 124 . , Pli tacility beaches wich lifeguards. of Monte Rio, turn south on Church Street
are permitred, but the focus is on power boats,  Want to find our just how well you get alo W.y upstream on the Russian River, be-  and continue down to the ramp.
wakeboarding, waterskiing, and tubing, with somebody? Try paddling a canoe wif Ldween Cloverdale and Hopland, is a chal-  Contact: King’s Sport & Tackle, Guerne-

Directions: From Sacramento, take I-80 west them down the Russian River, By the end} iging bend and rapid at Squaw Rock where  ville, 707/869-2156; Casini Ranch Family
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Campground, 707/865-2255 or 800/451-
8400 (reservations), www.casiniranch
.com; Burke’s Canoes, 707/887-1222, www
.burkescanoetrips.com; Trowbridge Canoe
Trips, 707/433-7247 or 800/640-1386.

H SPRING LAKE
SEaEan

Rating: 6
in Santa Rosa at Spring Lake County Park
Map 4.4, page 124
A precious handful of parks in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area have both campgrounds and
lakes, and this is one of them. The others are
Del Valle Reservoir, Lake Chabot, Uvas Res-
ervoir, Coyote Reservoir, and Pinto Lake.

Spring Lake covers 75 acres and is set within
320 acres of parkland. It is pretcy, with tules
on one side of the water, an exceptional sight
in the spring when the surrounding hills have
greened up.

"This is the kind of place where you hand
launch a car-top boat, then float around and
enjoy the sun, watch the resident ducks, and
maybe have a picnic. Some people come here
to fish for trout, which are stocked in spring
and early summer, or bass, which occasionally
reach large sizes.

Windsurfing is a wild card at Spring Lake,
best from April through early June when there
are good winds in the afternoon. There are
occasionally demonstrations available to the
public of small sailboats. Swimming is permit-
ted only in the lagoon area.

Spring Lake County Park offers many rec-
reational opportunities, with hiking, biking,
fishing, horseback riding trails, and picnic
areas available.

Access: A two-lane paved boat ramp is located
on the lake’s south end, just west of the dam.
Facilities, fees: A campground, restrooms
with flush toilets, drinking water, showers,
and picnic areas are available. Fees are charged
for day use and camping.

Water sports, restrictions: Rowboats, boats with

electric motors, canoes, kayaks, and infla #a: A boat ramp is adjacent to the picnic
are permitted. No gas motors. All boaters]
wear life jackets. Swimming is allowed of
the swimming lagoon on the lake’s east}
near the visitors center. Windsurfing is per ,
(windsurfers must wear life jackets), with th :
access on the south end near the boat ra
Directions: In the North Bay, take U.S. 1§
Santa Rosa and the junction with Highwa ’
Turn east on Highway 12 to the first t
lighe (at this light, Highway 12 will turn{
Do not turn). At the light, continue str
on Hoen Avenue and drive 0.5 mile (crosd
Summerfield Road) to Newanga Avenue, ]
left and drive 0.25 mile to the park and !
ramp at the end of the road.
Contact: Spring Lake County Park, 707/
8092 or 707/565-2267 (camping resedy
tions); Sonoma County Parks, 707/565-20
www.sonoma-county.org/parks; Santa R§
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, 707/
8674, www.visitsantarosa.com; Ourdoor ,
Shop, 707/588-8033; Western Sport Shy
707/542-4432.

s, fees: Rowboat, canoe, and sailboat
available. A picnic area is nearby.
o the lake is free.
sports, restrictions: Rowboats, canoes,
i wailboacs are permitted. No motors. No
VNiNg Or Water-Contact sports. All boaters
at wear life jackers.
peetions: [n the North Bay, take U.S. 101 to
44 Rona and the junction with Highway 12.
m cast on Highway 12 to the first traffic
b (41 (his light, Highway 12 will turn lefi;
m tuen). At the light, continue straight
) Hoen Avenue and drive a short distance to
hpinerficld Road. Turn left and continue
Howarch Park.
bantact: 1 {owarth Park, 707/543-3424; Santa
ai Recreation and Parks, 707/543-3282;
s Rosa Convention and Visitor’s Bureau,
N7/%77-8674, www.visitsantarosa.com.

A L AKE HENNESSEY/
CONN DAM

I3 LAKE RALPHINE
=l

Rating: 5

. Aarth of Napa in Lake Hennessey City
facreation Area

E Phap 4.4, page 124

Tl City of Napa owns Lake Hennessey, and it
- foes 1 good job of keeping quiet about it. Most
wople from elsewhere in the Bay Area have never
":. d of the place. Many call it “Conn Dam.”

I'he lake is quite small and is used almost
enc lusively for bass fishing in spring, sum-
et and fall, and for trout in winter and
aping. The fish population is supplemented
with light doses of trout plants from winter
gh spring.

in the summer Hennessey receives
eery little recreational traffic other than an-
plers. The main reason is that body conract
with the water is not allowed, and that rules

Rating:]
in Santa Rosa at Howarth Park i
Map 4.4, page 124 o
Litele Lake Ralphine is located within Sang
Rosa’s Howarth Park. It is available for day
only and is used primarily for fishing, pag
dling, and rowing small boats, or for enjoyi
a picnic on the shore. :

Some even come here just to watch the wand
and feed the ducks. On the lake’s edge are a snad
bar and a boathouse where you can rent a smg
boat. In early spring Ralphine is stocked iT.
trout twice a month. There is also a trail thi
connects this park with nearby Spring Lake.

The surrounding Howarth Park is an ides )
destination for families with young childrenj
with pony rides, petting barn, carousel, and}
BEEEEMHQBQEP A

¢ swimming and windsurfing.
1 addition, only boats with small engines
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are permitted, which at least makes for a nice,
quict visit. The shoreline is rough and covered
with oak trees. A picnic area is available off
the highway.
Access: An unpaved boat ramp is located on
the lake’s south side, just off the highway.
Facilities, fees: A boat launch is provided at
the lake; boats with engines over 10 horsepower
are not permitted on the water, and nonregis-
tered boats such as canoes, prams, and rafts are
also prohibited. Regjster adjacent to boat ramp.
A picnic area, drinking watet, and vault toilets
are provided. Supplies can be obtained in the
town of Napa. There is a per-day boat-launch-
ing fee. Annual passes are available. A fishing
permit is required for those over 16 years old
and is available at the boat ramp.
Water sports, restrictions: Boats with small
motors and rowboats are permitted. No en-
gines over 10 horsepower are permitted. Swim-
ming, kayaking, and water-contact sports are
not allowed.
Directions: In Napa, take Highway 128/29
o Trancas Street. Turn east (right if coming
from the south) on Trancas and drive to Sil-
verado Trail. Turn north on Silverado Trail and
drive about 15 miles to Highway 128 East (also
known as Conn Creek Road). Turn right and
drive three miles to the boat launch and recre-
ation arca. The road runs along the lake.
Contact: Lake Hennessey, City of Napa Public
Works, 707/257-9521; Department of Fish and
Game, Yountville, 707/944-5500.

EB LAKE SOLANO
EasEn
Rating: 5

near Lake Berryessa in Lake Solano

County Park

Map 4.4, page 124

Sometimes a lake is not a lake at all. That is

the case with Lake Solano, which is actually

Putah Creek with a small dam on it.
Whatever you call it, it does provide a quiet

alternarive to nearby Lake Berryessa, located
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PRAMENTO RIVER
D BLUFF TO COLUSA)

[-LEREEFA

Rating: 9

Map 5.4

Sites 23-31
Pages 186-194

Bacramento Valley

an emerald green fountain, the

ml ol Northern California, and a living,
i vein in the heart of the state. Bur to

t u litdde more directly, this section of
fiom Red Bluff downstream to Colusa

B

# pieiticst part of California’s Sacramento
Bey, 1 place filled with beauty and power.

Wha
, The river’s most visible aspect is the va-
ol 1ecreation offered ar Lake Red Bluff,
w a fish-killing atrocity called the Red
i Diversion Dam. Lake Red Bluffhas calm

e fo1 ski boats, wakeboards, and personal

shame that most people never see

o Coloma

24)

Ll
South Fork Americ®

Q
Placerville

Jenkinson

o Lake
Diamond

Springs

» and some areas for swimming, Con-

i e often perfect in the spring and early

mimer for windsurfing, with a strong wind,
Im water surface, and warm temperatures,

I W is extremely rare to see anyone practic-
i | ke Red Bluff, there is a large grassy area

- sport. Although there are no beaches

YAl
Ve
Cosumnes RE

It the west bank where people sunbathe and
iwiin,
E pinl swimming because water temperacures are
E e h colder out on the main lake body.
Helow the Red Bluff Diversion Dam, there is
# gicat stretch of easy canoeing water, Class I all

&Plymouth

is is the only practical spot for wading

(16}

Barton O

- Sutter
{124} oCreek

(88} O Jackson

Arvaior B  rardec 23]

Reservoir o

B i28]

 the way. Woodson Bridge State Recreation Area
I the most popular take-out. The river is wide,
vunl, and bordered by riparian habitat. This is

Mokelumne

Camanche [27) Hifl

Reservoir
28]

L1
tyvpical hot summer day in the north valley.

standing opportunity to cool off on a

. {as) o

Valley

Springs
o

0 8an Andreas Clommercial outfitters do not offer rafting

w here. Instead, this is a do-it-yourself spe-

just plop in and enjoy the scenery and che
life. When giant blue herons lift off before
 eyes, they look almost prehistoric. Other

New Hogun (4]
wg Pian _<_:€3<nmv

i
o

As Salt Spring

Valley Reservoir o

OAngels - o

Calaver®®
Camp

vommon sights are turtles sunning on rocks,

hawks soaring overhead, and deer venturing

(49)

out to the riverbanks. If you're lucky, you

might see an eagle or even a wild rurkey.
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Water flows often run at 14,000-16,000 cubic
feet per second in the summer months, a good,
strong rate that makes your paddle strokes seem
quite powerful. Most people take their time, with
more floating than paddling, but those aboard
eventually end up paddling a bit anyway. Either
way you go, you gain a personal glimpse of one
of the valley’s least-visited paradises.

There are a few other Class I rapids that can be
dealt with by taking an inside line, as it is called,
away from the white water. The evening camping
is sensational on multiday canoe and kayak trips,
with a choice of many large sand bars set on the
inside of preezel turns on the river. With a canoe,
you can bring plenty of supplies, so each evening
is a celebration of the day, not a recovery.
Access: There are four boat ramps. Rafters
should put in at the Red Bluff Diversion Dam
and float down to Woodson Bridge State Rec-
reation Area.

* Bend Bridge Public Ramp: Take I-5 to
the exit for Jellys Ferry Road (norch of Red
Bluff)) Take that exit and turn east on Jellys
Ferry Road. Continue to the signed turn off
for Bend RV Park. A two-lane paved ramp is
located just behind the park.

* Red Bluff Diversion Dam: Take 1-5 to Red
Bluff and the exit for Susanville-Highway 36.
Take that exit and drive east a short distance to
Sale Lane. Turn right and drive to the end of the
road. A paved ramp is available that provides
access downstream of the Diversion Dam,

* Red Bluff River Park: Take I-5 to Red Bluff
and the exit for central Red Bluff. Take that
exit west and drive to Main Street. Turn left on
Main Street and drive four blocks to the Red
Bluff River Park entrance. Turn left into the
park and continue through the parking area to
the paved ramp. Restrooms are available.

*» Woodson Bridge State Recreation Area: Take
[-5 to Corning and the exit for South Avenue.
Take that exit and turn east and drive six miles
to the entrance on the right (immediately after
crossing the river). Turn right and follow the
signs to the paved boat ramp.

Facilities, fees: Several campgrounds and RV
patks are located nearby. They include Bend RV
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Park near Red Bluff, Hidden Harbor RV Park
near Los Molinos, and Woodson Bridge State
Recreation Area near Corning, Lodging and sup-
plies can be obtained in Red Bluff, Corning, and
other towns. Access is free. Rafting permits are
not required. A fee is charged for camping.
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, wa-
terskiing, wakeboarding, personal watercraft,
canoes, kayaks, inflacables, and windsurfing
are permitted. Swimming is permitted at Lake
Red Bluff. Life preservers are required for all
users with inflatables.

Directions: Access is available off roads that
junction with 1-5 near Red Bluff, Corning, and
Orland. Highway 45 southeast of Orland paral-
lels the river, providing direct access to Colusa.
Contact: Lake Red Bluff Recrearion Area,
530/527-2813; Sacramento River Discovery
Center, 530/5271196; Woodson Bridge State
Recreation Area, 530/839-2112, www.parks.
(click on Find A Park); Shasta Cas-
cade Wonderland Association, 800/474-2782,
www.shastacascade.org; Department of Fish
and Game in Red Bluff, 530/527-8892.

Rentals, shuttles, camping: Bend RV Park,
530/527-6289; Driftwood RV, 530/384-
2851; Hidden Harbor RV and Marina,
530/384-1800.

Guides: J&] Guide Service, 530/222-6253,
www.worldwidefishing.com: Mike Bogue,
530/246-8457; Three Rivers Guide Service,
530/671-9206; The Fly Shop, 530/222-3555,

www.the flyshop.com.

ca.gov

B PARADISE LAKE
=12

Rating: 5
near Paradise
Map 5.2, page 156
There are a lot of things you can’t do at Para-
dise Lake. You can’t have a motor on your
boat. You can’t swim. You can’t windsurf.
There’s no campground, yet they charge a
day-use fee. Car-top boats are strictly regulated
by lake officials; only “approved” craft (that

is, approved by them) are permitredy
cannot be complerely self-enclosed, i
must have two outside air chambers}
boaters must wear life jackets at all ¢f
Despite all the can’ts, Paradise Lf
earned a fair rating. Set ar 3,000 fe
Mount Lassen foothills, the pretty lal _

wi ks Lake is set at an elevation of 5,200
§ (n lumas National Forest, about a 25-
e drive out of Quincy. That's remote
iyl 1o make you feel like you're on the
ol wilderness and high enough to give
1 dose of the four seasons. It’s an

al destination for a family on a camping

transition zone where the valley wood{al
way to alpine country. With all the bo
strictions, the lake is primarily visited
fishing for trout. There is also a pret >

i wih a boat.
. At 1,800 acres the lake is big enough for
j warer spores. Campers tend to congregate
the lake’s northwest side, where the less
pensive Forest Service campgrounds are
wied; the marina, cabins, and developed
« are all on the east side. The campsites
ppicity and wooded, some with views of the
ke, and provide excellent shoreline access.
i fishing is outstanding here; ir’s one of

area, and you can plunk in a car-top
You get quiet water that is ideal
paddle-powered boats. In carly summi
can be the perfect place to bring yo
and spend a few calm, relaxing hour
Access: A paved boat ramp is located
from the picnic area on North Lake R
Facilities, fees: A day-use picnic area is ‘
ed. Supplies can be obtained in Paradly
are charged for day use and boat lau
Water sports, restrictions: Rowboats, g
kayaks (no self-enclosed kayaks), and infl§
(must have art least two air chambers)

s top mountain lakes for trout. In ad-
o good numbers of rainbow trout, there
o occasionally huge rainbow, brown,

ackinaw trout.
When the water levels are high, the lake
han o gemlike beauty, its deep blue green
il e contrasted with a forested backdrop
and a0 azure summer sky. But even when
f the
E beo
the
0

mitted. No mortors. No swimming, win
ing, or water-contact sports. Life jacke n
be worn at all times when on water. No{
Directions: From Chico, take High
south to Skyway Road. Turn easton § 4
Road and drive 10 miles to Paradise and4
tolenc Road. Turn right on Coutolenc m

water is low, there are benefirs, as several
s become accessible. n high water, only
Ieach at the Sandy Point Day-Use Area
ble.

E 'l lake freezes over every wintef, and snow
 bwnies the access road. The road is usually
plowed by the end of April or very early in
May, and even with snow still on the ground at
the campgrounds, fishing is usually outstand-
inp. By late June, the surface waters start to
warm and powerboaters and skiers come out
\» 1ake advantage of the warm midday tem-
perarures. The combination of clear water and
hiequent afternoon winds makes Bucks Lake
r the best in the region for windsurfing,

and drive 3.5 miles to the lake entranced
Contact: Paradise Lake, Paradise Irrigation
trict, 530/877-4971, iié.vmam&mmo:.:u,

.com; Paradise Sporting Goods, 530/877-%
The Tackle Box, Chico, 530/898-9761. 4

B BUCKS LAKE
CRAEREAD

by
4 lact that is not well known.

What is well known, however, is that this
luke is just about the perfect destination for
{amilics who are hauling their boats along in
wearch of some camping fun. That fact keeps
the place full of happy folks.

Access: There are three paved boat ramps,

Ratingd

near Quincy in Plumas National Forest
Map 5.2, page 156
Emnmdm one of the perfect boating/camp
fishing spots if only—if only it attracted fe
people. i
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all on the east side of the lake. When you're
driving in on Bucks Lake Road, look for the
signs for Lakeshore Resort, Bucks Lake Lodge,
and Haskins Valley Inn.

Facilities, fees: Lodging, marinas, boat rent-
als, cabins, campgrounds with drinking water,
and
stores and a restaurant are available. Access is
frec. Fees are charged for camping and boat

a picnic area are available. Convenience

launching.
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, water-
skiing, wakeboarding, and personal warercraft
are permitted. Swimming and windsurfing
are allowed; the best beach is at the Sandy
Point Day-Use Area on the northwest end of
the lake.
Directions: From Oroville, take Highway 70
north o the junction with Highway 89. Turn
south on Highway 89/70 and drive 11 miles
to Quincy and Bucks Lake Road. In Quincy,
turn right at Bucks Lake Road, and drive
16.5 miles to Bucks Lake and the junction
with Bucks Lake Dam Road/Forest Service
Road 33.
Contact: Plumas National Forest, Mount
Hough Ranger District, 530/283-0555;
Plumas County Chamber of Commerce,
800/326-2247, www.plumascounty.org;
Sportsmen’s Den, Quincy, 530/283-2733;
Bucks Lake Lodge, 530/283-2262; Bucks
Lake Marina, 530/283-4243; Bucks Lake-
shore Resort, 530/283-6900, www.bucks
Jake.com; Timberline Inn, 530/283-9667 or
800/481-28925.

B3 MIDDLE FORK
FEATHER RIVER
sEgn
Rating: 4
northeast of Oroville in Plumas National Forest
Map 5.2, page 156
The Middle Fork Feather River is one of the
wildest streams in Northern California. Cut-

ting through the bottom of a deep canyon,
it is beautiful and free-flowing, remote and
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untamed. Most people who venture here are
hikers and backpackers taking steep, butt-
kicking trails in and out of the canyon, some
crossing the river on the Pacific Crest Trail.
There are a number of pools for fishing and
swimming, though the water is cold.

Only a handful of expert rafters will try
conquering the Middle Fork Gorge, a wild
and woolly run that can be terrifying. A series
of Class IV and V rapids, as well as some un-
runnable suicide portions, must be portaged.
These include several waterfalls, even the dra-
matic Granite Dome Falls. Newcomers should
have at least one person in their party who
knows the river well, and they should attempt
running the river only during low water. The
season when this river is runnable is very short.
Flows cannot be too high, nor too low. No
commercial rafting companies are permitted
1o offer trips on this section of river.

That said and done, you have a 32-mile
run at the bottom of a canyon in beautiful,
extremely remote country. It is a virtual wil-
derness, where rafters are commonly treated to
wildlife sightings and lush vegeration borders
much of the river. Once you embark on this
run, there is no way out of the canyon, so
you are committed to heading downstream
all the way to the take-out. Rescues are nearly
impossible.

Access: There is no boat ramp. Rafters may
put in at the following locations:

* Upper put-in: From Quincy, drive south-
east on Highway 70/89 for three miles to La
Porte Road. Turn south and drive seven miles.
The put-in is on the left bank, just past the
bridge. Note: This Class V+ run is consid-
ered one of the most difficult in the state.
Only highly skilled and experienced boaters
should attempt it, and then only in kayaks or
self-bailing rafts.

* Milsap Bar: In Oroville, drive to the junc-
tion of Highway 70 and 162. Turn north on
Highway 162 (Olive Highway) and drive 26
miles to the town of Brush Creek and Bald
Rock Road. Turn right (south) on Bald Rock

Road and drive 0.5 mile to Forest Service

Road 22N62 (Milsap Bar Road),
and drive (steep and rough) to M &y
Feather and the Middle Fork Bridge, &
available directly off the road. Other
of the Middle Fork Feather are also #§
by hiking or driving to other trailh w ,
access points. ‘.‘,
* Blairsden: Drive north on Highwa

Access is available off the highway by
the towns of Blairsden and Sloat, and ¢}
that junction with it. 3
Facilities, fees: Primitive campgrou ,
vault toilets are available nearby. No#
ing water. Garbage must be pack
Supplies can be obtained in Orovi
Blairsden. Access is free. Rafting perng

not required. |
Water sports, restrictions: Rafting, kayf
and swimming are allowed. No comm
rafting companies are permitted to offef
on this section of river. Various swim
holes are available off the access roads

i]

tioned above. Reaching some spots req#
hiking; consult a map of Plumas Natlg
Forest for specifics. ,q
Directions: See directions to put-ins uf
Access in this listing, otherwise:
In Oroville, drive to the junction of M|
way 70 and 162. Turn north on Highway
(Olive Highway) and drive 26 miles to]
town of Brush Creek and Bald Rock R
Turn right (south) on Bald Rock Road
drive 0.5 mile to Forest Service Road 22
(Milsap Bar Road). Turn left and drive (st .
rough, and narrow) to Middle Fork Feathy
Access is available directly off the road. Otly
sections of the Middle Fork Feather are alf
accessible by hiking or driving to other tr
heads and access points. !
From Blairsden, take Highway 70/89 nort§
Access is available off the highway berween ¢
towns of Blairsden and Sloat, and off tral
that junction with it. 4
Contact: Plumas National Forest, Feathe
River Ranger District, 530/534-6500
www.fs.fed.us/r5; Sportsmen’s Den, Quing

530/283-2733.

E GRASS VALLEY
RVOIR
an=an
i Rating: 8
Porte in Plumas National Forest
g, page 156
Bks 111 become quite popular, and why
e bit of everything, and most
hig ty. The lake is setatan cleva-
bwl 7,000 feet in Plumas National For-
jel « vvers 1,600 acres, so you get alpine
y plus plenty of room for people to enjoy

4

] \n . . )
pat launching is free, a nice perk. The
-and, by midsummer, has warmed
{ake levels are usually quite good. A pro-
ishing kokanee salmon has given

i ¢
” fiahery a boost, too. .

9hie best places for windsurfing and swim-
g a1c near the campgrounds on the east
My ol e lake. This is a great spot for recre-
o, with hiking trails (che Pacific Crest Aw.u:
Reits nearby) and a number of Forest Service

ea i the area. .
is the campei/boater who benefits

gl You name jt, you can get it here. mxm
p fos solitude, that is. A growing number of

Wininer visitors are becoming quite enamored

Wit 1hhe place, so expect company.
Ascess: Three paved boat ramps ate

b gvailible. o
Pacliities, fees: Campgrounds, restrooms wit

cts, drinking water, and an RV dump
ase available. Supplies can be obrained
I 1.4 Porte. Access and boat launching are
liee. A fee is charged for camping.

Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats,
waterskiing, wakeboarding, personal wa-
iernatt, sailing, windsurfing, and swim-
ming are permitted. Swimming beaches are
\ble at Running Deer and Lictle Beaver
Campgrounds. .
birections: To Wyandotte: From Oroville,
take Highway 162 east for about eight miles
the junction signed Challenge/LaPorte.
Wear right (to LaPorte) and drive east past

Sacramento and Gold Country 163

Challenge and Strawberry Valley to LaPorte.
Continue two miles past LaPorre to the junc-
tion with County Road 514/Lictle Grass Val-
ley Road. Turn left and drive one mile to a
junction. Turn left and drive one B.F._a to the
campground entrance road, on the :mrﬂ..

To Black Rock: From Oroville, take High-
way 162 east for about eight miles to the _...En\
tion signed Challenge/LaPorte. w,mmﬂ right
(to LaPorte) and drive east past Challenge
and Strawberry Valley to LaPorte. Continue
two miles past LaPorte to the junction with
County Road 514/Little Grass Valley Road.
Turn left and drive about five miles to the
campground access road on the west side of
the lake. Turn right on the access road and
drive 0.25 mile to the campground and nearby
boat ramp.

To Peninsula Tent: Drive as above to Coun-
ty Road 512 (which becomes County mem
514/Licde Grass Valley Road) for three miles
to Forest Road 22N57. Continue on Forest
Road 514 for one mile to the campground
entrance on the right. Turn right and drive
0.25 mile to the campground.

Contact: Plumas National Forest, Feather

River Ranger District, 530/534-6500,

www.{s.fed.us/r5.

B THERMALITO FOREBAY
=Lali] ]2
Rating: 6

near Oroville in Lake Oroville State

Recreation Area

Map 5.2, page 156

With so many boaters, campers, and anglers
heading to nearby Lake Oroville (see the hm\«m
Oroville listing in this chapter), Hrmnam:ﬁo
Forebay is becoming a surprisingly attractive
option to those who prefer quietr water and
freedom from motorized boats. Although
small compared to the giant Lake Oroville,
the Forebay is not exactly pint-sized, cover-
ing 300 acres in the Oroville foothills at an
elevation of 900 feet.
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The North Forebay is the prettiest area here
and makes the best spot for swimming and
windsurfing. Only nonmotorized boats are
allowed, so you get quiet water and don’t have
to keep looking over your shoulder. There is
also a swimming beach and a picnic area with
drinking water, shaded shelters, and lots of
trees. What a concepr.

The South Forebay, on the other hand, is
visited almost entirely by people hoping to
land a few fish. It is much more primitive,
offering only vault toilets and not a tree (or a
fire hydrant) in sight. Dogs have it tough.

Atless than 1,000 feet in elevation, this area

gets hit with blowtorch heat day after day once
midsummer arrives. Visit then and you might
as well camp in the caldera of a volcano.
Access: The North Forebay has a two-lane
paved ramp, and the South Forebay has a four-
lane paved ramp.

Facilities, fees: A day-use picnic area is pro-
vided at the North Forebay. Restrooms with
drinking water and flush toilets are available.
Supplies can be obtained in Oroville. Fees are
charged for day use and boat launching.
Water sports, restrictions: Motors are not per-
mitted on the North Forebay. A sandy beach is
available for swimming, and windsurfing and
sailing are allowed. The South Forebay is open
to all boating. There is a 5-mph speed limic
within 100 yards of the shoreline. Swimming
access is available along the shore.

Directions: To the North Forebay: Take High-
way 70 to Oroville and continue two miles to
Garden Drive. Turn left on Garden Drive and
drive 0.5 mile to the picnic area.

To the South Forebay: Take Grand Av-
enue west and drive three miles to the park-
ing area.

Contact: North Thermalito Forebay, 530/538-
2221; Lake Oroville State Recreation Area,
530/538-2200; Bidwell Canyon Marina,
530/589-3165; Limesaddle Marina, 530/877-
2414; Huntington’s Sportsman’s Store, Oro-
ville, 530/534-8000, www.huntingtons.com;
Oroville Chamber of Commerce, 530/538-
2542 or 800/655-4653; Lake Oroville Visi-

tors Center (open weekends), 530/538-22 ,
McGrath’s Fishing Supplies, 530/533-8564

LAKE OROVILLE
SoEnEan

Rating: §
near Oroville
Map 5.2, page 156 L BEST(
Lake Oroville is a huge, artificial reservo
with extensive lake arms and a large centrd
body of water. When full, it covers more tha
15,000 acres and offers 165 miles of shorelingd
Throughout much of the year, Oroville has
all: campgrounds, enough water for all kind

of boating, a fish for every angler, and acH
commodations that are tailor-made for t .
boater/camper, including boat-in floatin

campsites, floating toilets (no kidding), and
an excellent marina.

You will find this beauty in the Sacramente
foochills set at an elevation of 900 feet. They
fully developed recreation sites make it a fas}
vorite family destination. Most newcomer
head to the Bidwell Canyon area, where the]
primary marina, boat ramp, and most of the}
campgrounds are located. But there are many]
alternatives. !

Fishing has improved in recent years ac Oro-}
ville. Anglers seck out the quiet water in the:
lake coves, where there is fantastic underwater ]
cover for spotted bass; 30- and 40-fish days;
are common in May and June.

In the summer the water in the main lake’
warms up, making it ideal for waterskiing, |
Water temperatures in June can be 5-10° cold-
er up in the lake arms. Most skiers prefer the §
warm water, and anglers tend to prefer the cold
water. By mid-July, though, even the water up |
in the lake arms begins to warm significantly, |
When the water levels are high, it creates a
dramatic setting, especially for warterskiing §
in the old Feather River Canyon. .

Several problems at Lake Oroville prevent
its being awarded a perfect 10 rating. First, in |
years with light rains, so much water is drained ]
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out of the lake for farmers that the place can
look like the Grand Canyon of Oroville by
September, with acres and acres of exposed
lake bottom. That makes the hike up to the
boat-in campsites long and steep. After heavy
winters, however, the problem isn't nearly as
severe. Another dilemma is the weather. Avan
clevation of 900 feet in foothill country, the
lake gets some very hot temperatures in the
summer. Anybody who isn’t prepared for it will
shrivel like a prune. Creating shade, whether
on your boat or at your camp, is critical.
Major advances in bass fishing here are the
result of habirat improvement projects and the
success of sportted bass. At reservoirs in the
loothills, the Department of Fish and Game

planted spotted bass, which solved a 50-year
problem of lake drawdowns leaving the spawns
of largemouth bass high and dry. Spotted bass
spawn deep, so reproduction is very high, even
with drawdowns. That is why Oroville, Ber-
ryessa, Camanche, Folsom, Shasta, and many
others are now loaded with bass.

The Department of Fish and Game has
advanced this success at Oroville by creating
a slot limit, that is, that all bass 12—15 inches
must be released. That is why there are more
big spotted bass at Oroville than any other lake
in Northern California; it has the Northern
California record: 14 pounds, 11 ounces.

Improvements at Lake Oroville, includ-
ing upgraded boat-in campsites, make this
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big lake an ideal destination for an overnight
boating/camping trip.
Access: Four paved boat ramps are available:
* Bidwell Canyon Marina: At the State Recre-
ation Area (see Directions this :mzsmy house-
boats, ski boats, fishing boats, and pontoon
boats are available for rent.
* Lime Saddle: From Oroville, take High-
way 70 and drive nine miles north to Penty
Road. Turn left on Pentz Road and drive three
miles; look for signs indicating the marina.
A multilane paved boat ramp and a dock are
provided.
* Loafer Creek: From Highway 70 in Oro-
ville, take the Oro Dam Boulevard exit, turn
right, and drive 1.5 miles to Highway 162/
Olive Highway. Turn right and drive eight
miles to the turnoff for Loafer Creek Camp-
ground. A paved launch ramp is adjacent to
the campground.
* Spillway: From Highway 70 in Oroville, take
the Oro Dam Boulevard exit and follow the
signs heading to the dam and the adjacent
multilane paved boat ramp.
Facilities, fees: Campgrounds, restrooms
with flush toilets and coin showers, and
an RV dump station are available. Floating
campsites and restrooms are available on the
lake. Marinas with boat accessories and con-
venience stores are available. Fees are charged
for day use, boat launching, and camping.
Supplies are available in Oroville at Hun.
tingron’s Sportsman’s Store (530/534-8000,
Eéé.r::a:mno:m.noiv.
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats,
waterskiing, wakeboarding, personal water-
craft, sailing, windsurfing, and swimming
are permitted. Swimming beaches are lo-
cated near Loafer Creek and Bidwell Canyon
Campgrounds.
Directions: To the State Recreation Area:
From the Sacramento area, take I-5 north to
the junction with Highway 99/70. Turn north
on Highway 99/70 and continue on Highway
70 into Oroville to Highway 162. Turn east
and drive two miles to Olive Highway. Turn
right on Olive Highway (still Highway 162)

and drive six miles o Kelly Ridge Ro
left (north) on Kelly Ridge Road and dg
miles to Arroyo Drive. Turn right on A
Drive and drive one mile to the statg
entrance. 5
Contact: Lake Oroville Stare Recs
Area, 530/538-2200, www.parks.qf
(click on Find A Park); Oroville Ch
of Commerce, 530/538-2542 or 80
4653; Lake Oroville Visitors Center
weekends), 530/538-2219; Bidwell Ca
Marina, 530/589-3165, www.gobidwell
Limesaddle Marina, 530/877-2414.

EBIBULLARDS BAR
RESERVOIR

SoEaENn
Rating

e in Tahoe National Fore:
Map 5.2, page 156
Bullards Bar Reservoir shines like a s|
dollar in a field of pennies when comp
to the other reservoirs in the Central Vi
foothills.

The lake is set at an elevation 0f 2,300
and with 4,700 surface acres and 55 mij
shoreline, it covers a lot of territory. Not of
are there two boat-in campgrounds, but b
ers are allowed to create their own primi|
campsites anywhere along the lakeshore:
chemical roilet is required). This is a gt
breakthrough for boarer/campers, and ¢
combination of boat-in campgrounds a

do-it-yourself sites make this one of the b
bets in California.

near Campton

There’s more, too. The average surface tej
perature in the summer is 78°F, ideal for
water sports. The steep shoreline makes g

a poor place for children to go wading, by

most people here have boats, and the war
water makes it great for boats towing ju

about anyching—skiers, wakeboarders, and
tubers. It is a kick just to strap on a life pre

server and float around for an hour on a h

summer afternoon. ,

Hflahing runs hot and cold here. Pros-
#te host when trolling for kokanee

, # prowing fishery. Rainbow trout

vught.
fy ot the 155 major reservoirs in Cali-
#tv just water-storage facilities, drawn
#1 the whims of the water brokers re-
a ol the effects on recreation and fisher-
Wi the folks who control the plumbing
latsls Bar somehow manage to keep this
full through July, even in low-water
1 other reservoirs have been turned
P diint bowls. So right off, you get good

e «imping, boating, and general beauty

lot of water.

#8: 1'wo paved ramps are available, one
Jatk 1ay Day-Use Area on the west side
Bhe lake, and one at Emerald Cove Marina
Fihe south end of the lake.
los, fees: A full-service marina is available

merald Cove with fishing boat, ski boat,

wwon boat, and houseboat rentals. A snack
t and convenience store are also available.
imping includes two developed boat-in
prrounds, with vault woilets available, and
mitive boat-in sites with no drinking
tr1 where boaters are required to bring por-
hle « hemical roilets. Garbage must be packed
supplies can be obtained in Marysville,
mville, and Dobbins. Access is free.
Mater sports, restrictions: Powerboats, wa-

enkiing, wakeboarding, personal watercraft,
“tiling, windsurfing, and swimming are per-
 mitied. The best swimming areas are in coves

" i1 essible only by boat.

Pirections: To Emerald Cove Resort and
Marina: From Marysville, take Highway 20
nnttheast to Marysville Road/County Road
1221, Turn north at Marysville Road (signed
-ds Bar Reservoir) and drive 12 miles to
Ol Marysville Road. Turn right and drive 14
miles to reach the entrance road for Cotrage
Creck Launch Ramp and the marina (turn
ust beforc the dam).

"To reach the Dark Day boat ramp: Continue
wver the dam and drive four miles. Turn lefron
)ark Day Road, and continue to the ramp.
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Contact: Tahoe National Forest, North Yuba/
Downieville Ranger District, 530/288-3231;
Yuba County Water Agency, 530/741-6278.

Boat-in camping, reservations, and
a shoreline camping permic: Emerald
Cove Resort and Marina, 530/692-3200,
www.bullardsbar.com.

Guide: Tight Lines Guide Service, Grass
Valley, 530/273-1986.

B SOUTH FORK YUBA RIVER
seEa

Rating: 6
east of Nevada City in Tahoe National Forest
Map 5.2, page 156
With beautiful, clear blue water and forested
banks flanked by granite boulders and walls,
this is a particularly scenic river. Recreational
options include swimming and sunbathing, as
well as hiking, fishing, and panning for gold.

Although swimming in the river can be ex-

cellent, things sometimes turn dangerous. On
hot days the pools look cool and inviting, but
swimmers who are new to the river may not
recognize how cold and swift the water can be
or just how quickly they can get into trouble.
The risk is heightened greatly when swimmers
down a lot of beer and their judgment is im-
paired. Despite the river’s fun nature, several
people drown here each year, usually during
a period of high snowmelt.

Explorers will discover a number of spots
along the river that are ideal for picnicking
and sunbathing. The prettiest one is at Pur-
don Crossing, which has become notorious for
nude bathing; if that isn’t what you have in
mind, head in the other direction to Edwards
Crossing.

This river is generally too shallow and rocky
for rafting, but early in the season and at high
water it is possible for expert kayakers to have
a go atit. A 12-foot waterfall below Humbug
Creek must be portaged. Again, this is rafted
by experts only, usually in the company of at
least one or two others who have experience on
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the river and can recognize the portage spot be-
fore everyone goes sailing over the waterfall.
A special drawing is held that provides ac-
cess to the Lower Yuba River in Brown’s Val-
ley. Each year, fishing dates are announced in
April, May, June, July, and August, usually two
days per month. To apply, contact: Department
of Fish and Game, River Fishing Access, 1701
Nimbus Road, Suite A, Rancho Cordova, CA
95670. The access is limited to 15 anglers per
day ro the site location 1.5 miles upstream from
the Highway 20 bridge. Access allows anglers
to fish both banks berween posted boundaries.
In addition, anglers can launch car-top boars,
canoes, kayaks, rafts and float tubes. But any
boars, such as a large inflatable, that require
the use of a trailer are not allowed. For more
information, call 916/358-2926.
Access: There is no boat ramp. Three of the
best swimming holes are available norch of
Nevada City:
* Edwards Crossing: From Highway 49 in Ne-
vada City, drive to North Bloomfield Road.
Turn north on North Bloomfield Road and
drive up a hill until you come to a Y intersec-
tion. Bear right and continue about five miles
to the parking area ac Edwards Crossing.
* Highway 49 Bridge: From Nevada City,
drive north on Highway 49 for 6.5 miles to
the Highway 49 bridge.
* Purdon Crossing: From Highway 49 in Ne-
vada City, drive to North Bloomfield Road.
Turn north on North Bloomfield Road and
drive up a hill until you come to a Y intersec-
tion. Bear left at the sign for Lake Vera-Purdon
Crossing and continue about five miles on a
dirt road to the river at Purdon Crossing,.
Facilities, fees: Campgrounds are available
of f I-80; there is also a campground just over
the river from Purdon Crossing. Restrooms
are provided at Edwards Crossing,. Supplies
can be obtained in Nevada City and offI-80.
Access is free.
Water sports, restrictions: Public access is
largely restricted on the Yuba River, except
for the Lower Yuba. See directions for swim-
ming areas above.
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windsurfing are permitted. Waterskiing and
wakeboarding are permitted from May 15
through September 30 only. No personal wa-
tercraft permitted. Designated areas Rmon.é&
solely for fishing with a 5-mph speed limit. A
large, sandy swimming beach is available near

b ut 1,200 feet in the foothill country of
nty, Collins Lake is a pretty spot
| for the camper/boater. The lake

I 1,000 acres and has 12 miles of shore-
b | eimperatures are warm from March

Directions: To Upper Yuba: From Sag
to, take 1-80 east to Emigrant Gap tof
Springs Road and continue to the off
Eagle Lakes or Big Bend/Rainbow Rg
cess to this section of the Yuba is a
from either road. Much of the land bo
the South Yuba is private; be on the

the picnic area.

Directions: From Marysville, drive east on
Highway 20 abour 12 miles to Marysville
Road. Turn north and drive approximately
eight miles to the recreation area m::w:nm
road, on the right. Turn right, drive a mile to
the entrance station, and then continue to the
campground, on the left side of the road.

day after day of hot weather and cool
jt. In late spring, when the foothills are
and the lake sparkles, the area can al-
- to be glowing.
on area has been developed to ac-
pindate hordes of summer visitors. It in-
a o huge swimming beach with restrooms,
ets, and snack bar, and well-maintained

for signs. :
To Lower Yuba: At the junctio -

and Highway 20, just norch of Wi

take Highway 20 east for 30 miles to

ville. Access is at the Simpson Lane §

in Marysville, and at the E Street Brid

i ay 20. i . C ; .ake Recreation
”mwmﬁﬂ ¢ National Forest, Nevad] M and camping facilivies. Many folks use no._:nwm\wow_ ___msomoH < 800/286-0576
: Tahoe National Fore ad . . . - or - ,

’ asai —off point  Area, 5 g 0 ]
Ranger District, 530/265-4531, fax § X swimming beach as a jumping-off p www.collinslake.com; Tight Lines Guide

windsurfing; conditions for chis sporc are
here. Sailing is not popular.

{f you sce someone pulling into the camp-

" towing a trailer with a personal wa-
talt, don't panic; personal watercraft users

Bait & Tackle, Marysville, 530/742-544 1 camp here, then drive NM minutes up
Guides: Three Rivers Guide Sesl 1l o Bullards Bar for the day. . |
530/671-9206; Craig Smith Fishing Gi Aie you starting to think that this qua .m
530/674-5183; Sierra West Outf] i y uperation must attract a good number o

530/755-0821; G&J Outdoor Entery " pple? Well, v\o¢ got that right. O“ E_Wn_?
530/885-1492 i r lrom Memorial Day through Labor Day,

vumpgrounds are almost always filled to

6109; Bureau of Land Management,
Field Office, 916/985-4474; Sycamore
RV Park, 530/741-1190 or 800/834
www.sycamoreranchrypark.com; Joh
Bait & Tackle, Yuba City, 530/674-191 .

Service, 530/273-1986.

K] ENGLEBRIGHT LAKE
coEREan

Rating: 10
northeast of Marysviile
Map 5.2; page 156  BEST ( |
This lake resembles a huge water snake wind-
ing its way through the Yuba River Om:v\ow_.
Although Englebright covers just 815 acres, it
has 24 miles of shoreline.

Englebright Lake is set at an elevation o.m
520 feet in the Yuba County foothills, so it
gets hot here in the summer, ideal for m.¢:-
loving water enthusiasts. It is a waterskiing
mecca, with warm and calm water (south of
Upper Boston). A bonus is that the nearby
shoreline gives skiers an illusion of mnnw:nn
speed—something you don’t get on a wide-
open lake.

But the real bonanza here is for boaters.
There are 100 boat-in campsites, more than
any other lake in California. These campsites
Sma_v\ fill up, even in summer when the lake
can get crowded on weekends with day-use

iy,
| _:,v\_:_ﬁn is known among serious anglers
utstanding destination for trophy-size
: especially in spring. Bass fishing is also
Rati ool
sess: A paved boat ramp is locared be-
sen the picnic area and the southernmost

0 COLLINS LAKE
SEsnEAn

north of Marysville in Collins Lake
Recreation Area

Map 5.2, page 156

The boating rules have resolved most of N
potential user conflicts at Collins Lake,
ting an example for lakes across the re
the state. g

rround.
wilities, fees: A full-service marina is avail-
hl with rentals for fishing boats, rowboats,
yaks, pedal boats, and pontoon boats. Camp-
Is, restrooms, drinking water, flush
an RV dump station, coin-operated
howers, volleyball, three group picnic areas, a
L mvenience store, coin laundry, wood, ice, and
iti iing i . , > gas are available. Fees are charged for
addition, skiing is not allowed after Septdl J propanc g wble. : .
dny usc, boat launching, and camping.
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats,
L panocs, kayaks, inflatables, sailing, and

Conflicts between water-skiers and any
are kept to a minimum because each g
has a separate area to roam in the summae

water-skiers.
As with any narrow lake where high-speed
water-skiers run the risk of rounding a point

ber 30, when the water-skier crowds tend
dwindle anyway, and cool water atcracts
people who want to fish at the lake,
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and plowing into a low-speed fishing boar,
crowded conditions can present major con-
flicts. But rules have been enacted to resolve
that problem: All boating is permitted up to
Upper Boston, yet fast boaring is restricted
from Upper Boston upstream to the North
Fork Yuba. So you find people happily water-
skiing below Upper Boston, and people con-
tentedly fishing above Upper Boston where
the trout fishing is good.

Because Englebright Lake is set in a river
canyon, the shoreline drops abrupely and
is quite rocky. Hence most of the lake pro-
vides poor swimming access, but there are
still a few sandy stretches adjacent to the
campgrounds.

The water level is fairly stable, but boaters
should be aware of underwater hazards. With a
boat at Englebright Lake, you can enjoy water
sports to your heart’s desire and still have the
luxury of a pretty campsite.

Access: Two paved ramps are available, one
just east of the dam, adjacent to the picnic area,
and one at the marina at Skipper’s Cove. There
are signs for each on the entrance road.

Fa
vault toilets, full-service marinas, moorings,
convenience store, fuel dock, and houseboat,
pontoon boat, ski boat, fishing boat, canoe, and
pedal boat rentals are available. Drinking water
is available at the marina. Fees are charged for
day use, boat launching, and camping,
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, wa-
terskiing, wakeboarding, personal watercraft,

ies, fees: Boat-in campsites, group camp,

sailing, and windsurfing are permitted only
below the lake’s Upper Boston area. Sandy
beach areas are located near several of the boat-
in campgrounds.

Directions: From Auburn, take Highway 49
north to Grass Valley and the junction with
Highway 20. Turn west on Highway 20 and
drive to Mooney Flat Road (if you reach
Smartville, you have gone a mile too far). Turn
right on Mooney Flat and drive 2.5 miles to
the park entrance on the left. Turn left at the
fork and drive a mile to park headquarters and
the boat ramp, just east of the dam.

A wpecial drawing is held that provides ac-
he Lower Yuba River in Brown’s Val-

Contact: U.S. Army Corps of Engis
Sacramento District, Englebright I
530/432-6427; Skipper’s Cove, 530/
6302, www.englebrightlake.com. ;

b
. | ich year, fishing dates are announced
) April, May, June, July, and August, usu-
ly two days per month. To apply, contact:
Peppartment of Fish and Game, River Fishing
Rii v, 1701 Nimbus Road, Suite A, Rancho
Bardova, CA 95670. The access is limited to
1 anplers per day to the site location 1.5 miles
wiicam from the Highway 20 bridge. Ac-
g allows anglers to fish both banks between
Epini ) boundaries. In addition, anglers can
daunch car-top boats, canoes, kayaks, rafts
Al loat tubes. But any boats, such as a large
 |nilatable, that require the use of a trailer
Fate not allowed. For more information, call
910/ 358-2926.

E Ascess: There is no boat ramp. Canoeists and
kuyakers can put in at Parks Bar, located ar
 fhe bridge where Highway 20 crosses the river,
: -_._.__:xmamﬁm_v\ 20 miles east of Marysville.
Nune: Boaters must take out above Daguerra
Dham (there are warning signs for boats). An-
 put-in is available just below the dam.
\ here, boaters can continue all the way

[ YUBA RIVER
EEs

Ratin|

from Browns Valley to Marysvilie
Map 5.2, page 156 .
The Yuba is one of California’s great riveg
inner tubing. Unfortunately, that meang|
it is not so great for other water sports, E
Throughout the Sacramento and San
quin Valleys, the condition of many rf
depends on water releases from the r !
voirs located upstream. In this case, the|

that Bullards Bar Reservoir is always so;
of water means that the Yuba River is of
quite low. .,
That makes it perfect for inner tubing, ,A
bers should be aware that they are advis
wear life jackets, that access here is diffigf 2l
and that if you hit the river on a rare day H
water releases are up out of Bullards Bar, §
flows of the Yuba can be swift. Several safl
bars along the river make the best spots §
swimming, but they are inaccessible by §
Some tubers will float to these spots, setg
a day camp and picnic site, then enjoy th
selves and jump into the river now and t
Camping is not permirted on the river.
The Yuba is usually too shallow for bo
larger than canoes or kayaks, and even kaj
ers must occasionally get out and porrage t
boats to deeper water. Another pain is tha#
is necessary to take out above Daguerra Da§
where you portage, and then purt in below 4
dam and continue downstream to Marysvi
The Yuba is used mostly by locals. Uj

i Marysville.

Facllities, fees: Lodging and supplies can be

whtained in Marysville or Yuba City. No com-

mercial rafting trips. Camping is available at

fve Oak Campground (north of Yuba City)

anl at Sycamore Ranch in Brown’s Valley.

Woat ramps are at both campgrounds. Lodging
and supplies are in Yuba City. Fishing access
Infree.

Water sports, restrictions: Wmma:m, canoe-
and kayaking are permitted. Swimming
s st at eddies adjacent to extended sandbars.
\wimming is not recommended in the main
river channel.

pirections: Take I-5 ro Williams and the junc-
tion with Highway 20. Take Highway 20 east
and drive about 30 miles to Marysville. Ac-
(ess is available at the Simpson Lane Bridge
in Marysville and at the E Street Bridge on
{lighway 20. Much of the Yuba upstream is
hordered by private property and public access
is very difficult.

stream, difficult access is a perennial prol§
lem, with the river bordered for many mifi
by private property—the landowners creatf
as their personal river to be used as they see f§
not a public resource available to all.
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Contact: Johnson’s Tackle, Yuba City,
530/674-1912; River Guide Service,
530/673-5716; Sycamore Ranch RV
Park, 530/741-1190 or 800/834-1190,
www.sycamoreranchrvpark.com; Johnson'’s
Bait & Tackle, Yuba City, 530/674-1912; Star
Bait & Tackle, Marysville, 530/742-5431;
Marysville Parks and Recreation, Yuba Coun-
ty, 530/741-6666, www.marysville.ca.us; Yuba
City, www.yubacity.net.

Guides: Three Rivers Guide Service,
530/671-9206; Craig Smith Fishing Guide,
530/674-5183; Sierra West Ourtfitters,
530/755-0821; G&] Outdoor Enterprises,
530/885-1492.

B FEATHER RIVER
=lafaltlal 0ol
Rating: 6

from Marysville to Sacramento

Map 5.2, page 156

The placid appearance of the Feather River
often belies its true nature. Actually, the
river has quite a strong current, and anyone
thinking of getting into the water should be
prepared to wear a life jacket. This goes for
swimmers, windsurfers, water-skiers, and per-
sonal warercraft riders.

Many of the people on the river, however,
are in powerboats whose engines have been
converted to jet drives. As you might guess,
most of them are here to bring in a few fish.
The river attracts striped bass in the spring,
shad in the early summer (best at Shanghai
Bend), and salmon in late summer and fall
(best at Verona).

The most popular general recreation area,
complete with boat ramp, is at Riverfront Park
near Marysville. Another boat ramp is at Ve-
rona Marina, located near where the Feather
feeds into the Sacramento River; this is pri-
marily a boat-access point used by anglers.
Access: River access is limited. Paved boat
ramps are available at Riverfront Park and

Verona Marina.
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Facitities, fees: Boating services are available
at Verona Marina. Riverfront Park has pic-
nic facilities, drinking water, and restrooms
with flush toilets. Campgrounds and lodg-
ing are available nearby. Supplies can be ob-
tained in Yuba City and Marysville. Day use
is free. Private marinas charge a fee for boat
launching.

Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, wa-
terskiing, personal wartercraft, drift boats,
canoes, kayaks, windsurfing, and swimming
are permitted. Swimming is not recommended
in most areas. No swimming at banks or boat
dock at Riverfront Park,

Directions: To Shanghai Bend: Take I-5 to
Williams and the junction with Highway 20.
Turn east on Highway 20 and drive 30 miles
to Yuba City and the Garden Highway. Turn
south on Garden Highway and drive four
miles to Shanghai Bend Road. Turn left and
continue on a dirt road to the parking area.

To the Verona Marina: At the junction of
I-5 and Highway 99 (north of Sacramento),
take Highway 99 north and drive eight miles
to Sankey Road. Turn left and drive two miles
west to the Verona Marina.

To Riverfront Park: From Yuba City, take

Highway 20 east into Marysville (cross the
bridge) and continue to the second stoplight.
Turn left and continue to a stop sign. Con-
tinue straight to a second stop sign. Turn left
(continuing over a levee) and follow the signs
to Riverfront Park.
Contact: Verona Marina, 916/927-8387;
Johnson’s Bait & Tackle, Yuba City,
530/674-1912; Star Bait & Tackle, Marys-
ville, 530/742-5431; G&]J Ourtdoor Enter-
prises, 530/885-1492; J&J Guide Service,
530/222-6253, www.worldwidefishing.com;
Three Rivers Guide Service, 916/591-4035;
Golden State Guide Service, 530/370-4246;
Yuba City Patks and Recreation, 530/822-
4650, www.yubacity.net; City of Marysville,
530/741-6666, www.marysville.ca.us.

) CAMP FAR WEST
RESERVOIR

=l dA

east of Marysville

Map 5.2, page 156 i
Camp Far West is one of the best lakes fo#
fishing in the Sacramento Valley. It is set §
elevation of 320 feet in the foothill couf
getting an early spring followed by a hot §
mer. The lake covers 2,000 surface acreg
29 miles of shoreline, and is an outstan
destination for boating and water sportay
warm water, hot weather, and plenty of 8
for everybody. ,

For the most part, users split the lak
two areas. Most powerboaters and watef
ers head to the lake’s southern side. It caf
outrageous on the weekends when a
promptu boater parties get under way wit}
of liquids and suntan lotion flowing alf
as fast as the jet boats. In fact, jet boat
are held here during the summer. i

The northern side of the lake, on thei
hand, tends to be quieter, a setting ford
family-oriented activities. This is also whell
lake’s best day-use arca is located. Water«i
should note tha there is a large rocky ang
the northwest side of the lake that sho
avoided when the water level drops.

Because the lake is used to store wa
agricultural use, by late summer the le
fall quite a bit. In fact, in low rain yess§
change can be quite drastic. By late A
it is recommended that visitors call ahed
conditions. The lake typically drops up#
feet by fall. When full in spring, the |aig§
be 200 feet deeper than in early wintetd

Use is moderate on summer weekendsl
on three-day holidays, and light durl ,

week.

Access: There are two paved boat rampl

on the north side and one on the sou|
Clearly marked signs for both boar ra
posted on the entrance road. 1
Facilities, fees: Campgrounds, flush #f

nking water, and picnic areas are available.
north shore, a boat dock with fishing

, personal watercraft, and pedal boat
tuls is available. Convenience store, bait

Il 1uckle, and snack bars are nearby. On the

th shore, gas, boat dock, and limited facili-
wic available. Fees are charged for day use
Auding boat launching) and camping.
) sports, restrictions: Powerboats, wa-
kiing, wakeboarding, personal watercraft,
Hling, and windsurfing are permitted. A
e (|ay-use and swimming area is provided
B the north side near the campground; a
Blic swimming area is available on the
he's routh side.
#tlons: From Sacramento, take I-80 east
nl Roseville to Highway 65. Turn north
Highway 65 and drive to the town of Sheri-
h il Rio Oso Road. Turn right on Rio Oso
Pael und drive about five miles to McCourt-
Ruud. "Turn left on McCourtney Road and
v 10 e lake. The road circles the lake and
Ilen access to campgrounds and launching
b v a¢ the north and south shores.
dect: Camp Far West, North Shore,
643 0803; South Shore, 916/408-5037;
'n Wild boat rentals, 530/315-2560.

S8ACRAMENTO RIVER
, (COLUSA TO
. SACRAMENTO)

JAEREB0D
Rating: 7
Bacramento Valley

) page 157

| vanoed the entire Sacramento River,
. patticular section left the most lasting

tlex, both good and bad.
Joai olusa the river is quite beautiful as
s (s way souchward. The banks are
B with (rces, and there are some deep holes,
haty, and good fishing for salmon in the
ped bass in the spring. Most of
tels are there to go fishing. You will
pnully sce a water-skier or personal wa-
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tercraft rider, as well as a few power cruisers
out for a scenic river drive.

The bulk of the recreational traffic is near
the Feather River mouth at Verona and the
American River mouth in Sacramento near
Discovery Park. In fact, the latter is some-
times inundated with people on warm summer
weekend afternoons.

After all, nearby Sacramento is the state’s
capital and the largest city in the valley, and
this beautiful river represents to a lot of people
the best chance to enjoy freedom and fun.

The scenery is dramatic in Sacramento. In
addition to the riparian zone along the river,
you see some old bridges, the occasional ship,
and a wide variety of boats, from runabouts to
yachts. Both waterskiing and personal water-
craft have become quite popular, along with
power cruising and pontoon boating. Fishing
is generally fair at the mouths of the American
and Feather Rivers, with the best prospects for
salmon in the fall and for striped bass in the
winter and spring.

The river is quite benign in the summer
months when it has a decent flow, green water,
and a predictable nature. Such is not the case,
however, the rest of the year. Runoff causes
the water to turn murky and run swiftly, and
is highest in the spring and early summer.
After big storms, all manner of debris is sent
floating down the river, even trees, creating
dangerous boating hazards. In addition, dead
fog is common from mid-December through
early February.

For the most part, the Sacramento River
is a great recreational resource, made even
more important by the number of people liv-
ing nearby.

Fishing is often excellent during peak
migrations, with the best section of river
from Sacramento to Freeport. In the spring,
striped bass fishing can be outstanding near
Colusa. In the fall, salmon fishing rakes on
the entire river.

Many people have never seen the river sec-
tion between Colusa and Verona, largely a
nightmare. Many long segments have been
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converted into a virtual canal by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers; they have turned
the riverbanks into riprapped levees, complete
with beveled edges and 90-degree turns. These
parts of the river are treeless, virtually bird-
less, and the fish simply use it as a highway,
migrating straight upriver without pausing.
There are a few river holes near Grimes, but
that’s about it. The best reason to venture to
this stretch of water south of Colusa is out-
standing fishing for crawdads. Commercial
crawdad traps are found all along the rocky,
riprapped banks.

Access: Boat ramps are available at several
locations. Canoeists and kayakers can also
put in at these boat ramps:

* Colusa/Sacramento River State Recreation
Area: From I-5 in Williams, turn east on
Highway 20 and drive to Colusa and 10th
Street. Turn north on 10th Street and continue
to the park entrance. There is a paved ramp.
For morc information. call 530/458-4927.

* Ward’s Boat Landing: From I-5 at Wil-
liams, turn east on Highway 20 and drive
to Colusa and Market Screet. Turn right on
Market Street to the road’s end. Turn left (still
on Marker), drive over the bridge to Butte
Slough Road. Turn right on Butte Slough
Road and drive five miles to the marina. There
is a paved ramp. For more information, call
530/696-2672.

* Verona Marina: At the junction of I-5 and
Highway 99, take Highway 99 north and
drive eight miles to Sankey Road. Turn left
and drive two miles west to Verona Marina.
From I-5 north of Sacramento, take the Gar-
den Highway north and drive approximately
nine miles to Verona for full services and
a paved ramp. For more information, call
916/927-8387.

¢ Alamar Marina: From I-5 north of Sacra-
mento, take the Garden Highway north and
continue to Alamar Marina, where there is
a paved ramp. For more information, call
916/922-0200. Pontoon boats, ski boats, and
fishing boats are available for rent next door
at Metro Marina, 916/920-8088.

* Discovery Park: From I-5 at Sacrameng§ #ncramento near Clarksburg. No-wake zones
take the Garden Highway exit and turn
and drive to Natomas Park Drive. Turn rig]

and drive to the traffic signal, and folle

te posted near boat ramps and marinas.

i Pirections: Access is off roads that intersect
E §-%, You'll find boat ramps at the following
 bw wrions: Colusa-Sacramento River State Rec-
formation, call Sacramento County Parkg E towrion Area, in Colusa; Ward’s Boat Landing,
916/875-6672. 1 L on Butce Slough Road, south of Colusa; Ve-
o Miller Park: From [-5 at Sacramento, t

the signs into Discovery Park. For more if

: a Marina, on Garden Highway, in Verona;
east on [-80 and drive to Sixth Street. Take # k Elkhorn Boat Launch, northwest of Sacra-
Sixth Street exit and drive south to Broad ¥ pienio, on Bayou Way; Alamar Marina, on
Turn right and continue to Miller Park.d E (Junden Highway, in Sacramento; Discovery
paved ramp and a marina are provided. K f Parl, in Sacramento, at the confluence of the
b hwu1mento and American Rivers; Miller Park,
heliw the Capitol City Freeway; and Garcia

k- Wend, off -5, in South Sacramento.

more information, call City of Sacramel
Marina, 916/264-5712. 4
« Freeport Marina: From 1-5 south of Sacsl
mento, take the Pocket Road exit. Turn left @ontact: Sacramento Department of
Pocket Road and drive to Freeport Boulevad E Puiks & Recreation, 916/264-5200,
Turn right and drive 0.74 miles to the mari E www.sacramentoriver.org; Sacramento Metro
For more information, call 916/665-1555,4 B hamber of Commerce, 916/552-6800,
* Clarksburg Flat: From I-5 south of Sagf
mento, take the Pocket Road exit. Turn left

Pocket Road and drive to Freeport Boulevad

f www. mctrochamber.org; Sacramento Con-
bvention & Visitors Bureau, 916/264-7777,
A.,tssf
Turn right and drive about one mile (ung L}

cramentocvb.org.

t charters and tours: Riverboat
ises, 916/552-2933 or 800/433-0263,
b www.spiritofsacramento.com (two paddle-
[ wheol boats that accommodate 150-400
W!._,_». cach); River City Queen, Sacramento,
E #10/921-1111; River Otter Water Taxi, Sacra-
mento, 916/446-7704, www.riverotter.com;
f el Expeditions, Rio Vista, 916/600-2420,
t www.dclraexpeditions.com (37-foot yacht).

you come to a bridge). Turn right, cross tf
bridge, make an immediate left, and follow
road through Clarksburg. The paved ramp
located about 2.5 miles south of Clarksbig
on the left side.
Facilities, fees: Discovery Park has picnic
cilities available. Campgrounds and lodgi
are available in the Sacramento area. Fees §
" E- boat rentals: Alamar Marina, Sacramento,
.H!:\:.ﬁycmoo (houseboats, pontoon boats, ski
E Bunis, personal watercraft, and fishing boats);
E Milik's Jet Ski and Boat Rentals, Metro Ma-
fhna. Sacramento, 916/923-2466 (personal
witercraft and ski boarts); California Canoe
& Kavak, Rancho Cordova, 916/353-1880
fewnocs and kayaks).

Murinas: Freeport Marina, 916/665-1555;
i fihet wood Harbor Marina, 916/371-3471;
BClarksls rg Marina, 916/744-1274.

day use and camping are at state parks. Bg
launching fees charged at all private maring
Supplies are available in Sacramento at Broy .,
way Bait, Rod & Gun (916/448-6338), F
port Bait (916/665-1935), and Golden St
Guide Service (530/370-4246).
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, wall
skiing, wakeboarding, and personal water .

are permitted. Windsurfing and swimm}§

are allowed, but due to the river’s murky
and steep drop-offs, swimming is generally
recommended along this section’s nort
reaches. Sandy beaches are available at
Colusa-Sacramento River State Recreatl
Area, and along the Garden Highway ne
of Sacramento at Discovery Park, and soutl
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3 FOLSOM LAKE
SoaEnEan

Rating: 9

northeast of Sacramento in Folsom Lake State
Recreation Area

Map 5.3, page 157

Folsom Lake State Recreation Area is Sac-
ramento’s backyard vacation spot, a huge
lake covering some 18,000 acres with 75
miles of shoreline, which means plenty of
room for boating, waterskiing, fishing, and
suntanning.

Because of the lake’s shallow arms, water
levels can fluctuate dramatically from winter
to spring. This lake can look almost empry
before the rains start in winter, then in spring
seems to fill overnight.

This is an extremely popular (and populat-
ed) spot in summer. Families, college students,
and anyone in Sacramento with a yearning for
some lake-oriented fun seem to flock here,
sometimes at the same time. Some come for
the waterskiing, some for the fishing, and
some for the camping.

Visitors have the use of attractive swimming
beaches with lifeguards and buoys, several boat
ramps, boat rentals, and nice campgrounds
and day-use areas. Fishing is available for
trout, bass, catfish, and perch. The adjoining
recreation area has a network of trails for jog-
ging, hiking, and horseback riding.

Temperatures get extremely hot here in the
summer. One-hundred-degree days are com-
mon, and as early as May the mercury often
hits the 90s. If you stick around long enough,
you'll witness just about every imaginable
stunt that is borne of the combination of hot
sun, cold suds, and lots of people.

There are opportunities for hiking, biking,
running, picnics, and horseback riding. A 32-
mile long trail connects Folsom Lake with
many Sacramento County parks before reach-
ing Old Sacramento. This trail is outstanding
for family biking and in-line skating.
Access: There are paved boat ramps at the
following locations:
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* Folsom Point: From Sacramento, take U.S
50 east to the exit for Folsom. Take that mw&w
to Folsom Boulevard and drive to Blue Ravine
Road. Turn right on Blue Ravine Road and
drive four miles to East Natoma Road. Turn
qm‘m_: and drive to the boat ramp adjacent to a
picnic area. A multilane paved ramp is here.
¢ Folsom Lake Marina: From Sacramento
take U.S. 50 east to the exit for Eldorado I:_m,
mom_néa. Take that exit and drive 4.5 miles
to Green Valley Road. Turn left on - s Poi
ley Road and drive one mile (to %oﬂ%ﬂﬂ“ﬂm WMM”MM_E. furm rght and continue

the hill) to the anc ina. " .
e ) .Q:E:no to the marina. Turn  Contact: Folsom Lake Stz -
right and continue to the ramp. o880 i

o e N 916/988-0205, fax 916/988- .

. OE::M wmv.: From Sacramento, take [-80  Chamber of OSMBE‘anMW%\MW m,,, h
Hnmﬂ nc.ﬁ e exit for Douglas Boulevard. Take  www.folsomchamber 85.,1 | > !
n at Mx: H.o n__Uomm_mm Boulevard East and drive  rina, 916/933 _moo..mo_m‘ . MOD_M H.M

o where it dead-ends, at Granite Bay. A mul- v i ’ om Lake )
tilane paved ramp is here., y. Amul-  916/223-8129, www.folsomlakerentals,

ignated swimming beaches are aval
Granite Bay and Beals Point. Swim
permitted anywhere along the shoreli

at boat launching areas. For boat-in ¢
boats must be registered at cither the

oft Green Valley Road or Granite Bay, -
Directions: From Sacramento, take Uj
east to the Folsom Boulevard exit. Taly
exit, turn left and drive seven miles (¢ '
name changes to Folsom-Auburn Rod

oin, swimmers, and picnickers. Use
eavy in the summer.

ot ramps for launching small boats
edl a1 the California State University
{C:SUS) Aquatic Center on the lake’s
el 1nd at Negro Baron the west end.
fees: Restrooms with flush roilets
{inking water are available. Rowboats,
nd windsurfs are available for rent.
¢ Center offers sailing and wind-

. Fees are charged for day use

vs._._

it Liunching.

sports, restrictions: Boats with small
. anoes, kayaks, inflatables, sailing,
ing are permitted. A 5-mph speed
kg b sricey enforced. A sandy swimming
i available at Negro Bar. You can also
@ Nimbus Flat, but there is no beach.

tlons: From Sacramento, take 1-80 north
exit for Douglas Boulevard. Take that
pant and drive five miles to Auburn-Fol-
Road. Turn right on Auburn-Folsom

* Ratdlesnake Bar: From Sacramento, take I-80
east to the exit for Elm Street. Take thar exit
and drive east 0.5 mile to High Street. Turn
left on High Street (which becomes Highway
49) and continue on Highway 49 into Pilot

Hill 2 :
ill and Rarttlesnake Bar Road. Turn right  east of Sacramento at Nimbus Dam

and ﬁ::\m 2.5 miles o the ent ce. pa . i
> ra A ved zmv 5.3 page 157
ramp is Tn: :

Below every major reservoir is usually a s
lake called an afterbay, and Lake Natoma is )
that for big Folsom Lake to the cast. Natod
provides water-sports enthusiasts in the
with a decent alternate destination for winds
ing, sailing, fishing, and low-speed boating
This narrow lake covers 500 acres é:r ‘
HAd:nm of shoreline. Because it gets its wa
from the bottom of Folsom Dam, Natong
mnw&m to be colder than big brother Folsony
I'he nmw‘_ plus here is quier and calm wa '-u 5.3, page 157
/x\mﬂmawr_.:ﬂm is prohibited and a 5-mp I American River is the site of some of the
speed limit is enforced, so visitors never hay  h

to compete with personal watercraft a
speedboats.

] LAKE NATOMA
SEnEan

Wl drive south six miles until the road
{ endls into Greenback Lane. Turn right
tirvenback Lane and merge immediately
s 1he left fane. The park entrance is ap-
tely 0.2 mile down, on the left.
‘olsom Lake State Recreation Area,
R6/0RE-0205.

Rating

* Rattlesnake Bar: From Placerville, take

Highway 49 north (toward the town of Co-
loma)

for 8.3 miles into the town of Pilot
Hill and Rattlesnake Bar Road. Turn lefr on
Rattlesnake Bar Road and drive nine miles to
the end of the road and the park entrance.

Facilties

n | OWER AMERICAN RIVER
po=en

, fees: Omavmﬂo::amv picnic areas,
Hmw:‘oo:; with flush toilets and showers
drinking water, mooring, ice, bait and Snw_n.
and a snack bar (summer only) are m<u:m7_aw
Folsom Lake Marina has full boaring services
and rents out fishing boats in summer. Rent-
als of pontoon boats, ski boats, fishing boats,
and personal wartercraft are also available near
the Granite Bay boat launch. Supplies can be
obtained in Folsom. Fees are charged for da
use, boat launching, and camping. ’

Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, wa-
terskiing,

Rating: 8

E Nimbus Dam to Sacramento

Ippest water parties in California, starting
] al Day weckend and ranging well into
e, Just about anybody can get into a raft
Jiete and go for a tloaton a hot summer day,
andl thac is exactly whata lot of foltks do.

I's great fun, even though there are many
some of them absolutely

The CSUS Aquatic Center draws a colleg
mmn,n_‘oé& who come to learn about 55...
surfing and sailing. Sailing and rowing a ,
the two most popular activities on the la
Recreartion is concentrated at two points: t
Aquartic Center for boaters, and Negro Bg

_:.:_._e on the river,

wakeboarding, personal watercraft,
<l from the combination of too much beer

sailing, and windsurfing are permitted. Des-

1
aned 1o much sun. There are a few drownings

Sacramento and Gold Country 177

every year, and the typical victim is someone
who drank too much, didn't wear a life jacket,
then fell overboard. Don't drink alcohol and
do keep your life jacket on, and you'll surely
enjoy the float (and stay afloat).

This section of the American tlows from
¢he outlet at Nimbus Basin on downstream,
past Fair Oaks and Rancho Cordova before
entering the Sacramento River at Discovery
Park. The entire run is 23 miles. Within
that span are several excellent access points.
In addition, the Sacramento River Parkway
provides a 23-mile trail that runs parallel to
the American River on downstream to the
Sacramento River.

This is an easy rafting river, rated Class
[. A couple of Class 1I rapids are thrown in:
Suicide Bend, located about three miles down-
stream of the dam; San Juan Rapids, one mile
farcher: and Arden Rapids, another five miles
past that. These rapids are not difficult, but
newcomers may want to scout them from the
shore. Portaging is easy at all the runs.

One great bonus is that American River
Recreation rents out kayaks and rafts of all
<izes. When renting, you always put in at their
shop on Sunrise Boulevard, then enjoy the 2.5-
hour float down to Goethe Park. Fora small
fee they will give you a shurtle ride back.

The only outfitter otfering guided trips
is California Canoe & Kayak. But this is an
easy float, and novice boaters can do most

of it alone.

Though temperatures around here get hot,
the water is often cold, which can come as a
big surprisc. Rafters sometimes discard their
life jackets to enjoy the sunny weather, then
are stunned by the cold water when they fall
in. After big winters, the river can be quite
high and cold on Memorial Day weekend, the
traditional kickoff of the party/rafting season
on the American River.

Access: Easy access is off the roads in Rancho
Cordova and Fair Oaks that curt off from U.S.
50. Excellent shore-fishing access is at the fol-
lowing locations: Nimbus Basin, Ancil Hoft-
man Park, Goethe Park, the Sunrise Avenue
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access areas, the Wart Avenue Bridge area,
Paradise Beach, the area behind Cal Expo,
and Dredger Hole. By boar, the best and most
easily accessible spot is at the confluence of the
Sacramento and American Rivers in Discovery
Park, in Sacramento. For the locations of and
directions to specific boat ramps and hand-
launch areas, see Directions in this listing.
Facilities, fees: Campgrounds, lodging, and
supplies are available in the Sacramento area.
Restrooms with flush toilets, drinking water,
picnic areas, and barbecues are provided ar
many river access points. Fees are charged for
. day use, boat launching, and camping. Rafting
permits are not required.
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats (not
advised), drift boas, rafts, canoes, kayaks, and
inflatables are permitted. A 5-mph speed limit
is strictly enforced. Boating, swimming, and
rafting are prohibited from Nimbus Dam to
150 feet downstream. Swimming is allowed
at most of the parks listed above and at several
other access points along the river.
Directions: Directions to specific boat ramps
and hand launches follow:
* To Ancil Hoffman Park: In Sacramento, take
[-80 to the exit for Arden Way. Take that exi
east and drive 4.5 miles to Fair Oaks Boule-
vard. Turn left on Fair Oaks Boulevard and
drive 1.5 miles to Oak Avenue. Turn right
and drive to Van Alstine Avenue. Turn right
on Van Alstine and drive to California Av-
enue. Turn left on California Avenue drive
to Tarshes Drive. Turn right and drive a short
distance to the entrance to Ancil Hoffman
Park. There is no boat ramp. Hand launch-
ing is difficult, and the former put-in area is
washed out.
* To Discovery Park: In Sacramento, take I-
5 to the exit for the Garden Highway. Take
that exit, turn left, and drive to Natomas Park
Drive. Turn right and drive to the signed park
entrance. A paved ramp is available.
* To Goethe Park: In Sacramento, take U.S.
50 east to the exit for Bradshaw Road. Take
that exit, turn north, and drive to Folsom Bou-
levard. Turn right on Folsom Boulevard and

Wiiddge Street. Turn right and drive

drive about one mile to Rod Bea |
pop boat ramp. A paved launch for

Turn left on Rod Beaudry Drive g
to Goethe Park. This place has no
there is hand launching only.
* To Harrington Way: In Sacra ]
I-80 in Sacramento, take the Arden]
Turn west on Arden Way and drivig
to Kingsford Drive. Turn right on] )
Drive (which turns into Imanmno?.
continue to the access. This place
ramp; there is hand launching on}
* To Howe Avenue: From Sacra
U.S. 50 east to the exit for Howe As
that exit, turn north, and drive to i
Drive. Turn right on La Riviera -
drive to the sign for the river accessg
* To Gristmill (also known as Mira
From Sacramento, take U.S. 50 east )
for Bradshaw Road. Take that exit, tusl
and drive to Folsom Boulevard, Tu
drive a short distance west to Butterfig
Turn right and drive to Stoughton
right and drive to Mira Del Rio Drl
left on Mira Del Rio, and then im
turn right for river access. No boat ‘
available. Some boats are launched fi
gravel bar, but this will be difficult fiel
wheel drives or four-wheel drives wi
significant tires.

w hed boats is available.
fatt Avenue South: From Sacramento,
,? () cast to the exit for Watt Avenue.
{ exit and drive about 0.5 mile to Hr.m
the launching area. A paved ramp is
g to1 launching small boats.
41 Sacramento County Parks,
XA (park rangers), ééi.mm,nvxmnrm.
e 1amento Metro Chamber of F‘o:f
g, 110/552-6800; Sacramento Con-
h wiel Visitors Bureau, 916/808-777,
‘= ramentocvb.org; G&J QOutdoor m:\
ber, 5 10/886-1492; Fly-fishing Special-
s 1 lcights, 916/722-1055.
Wtals: American River Recre-
' 016/635-6400 or mmm\wwm\wmwwu
Jaltrentals.com; California Canoe
aynk, Rancho Cordova, 916/353-
B i the Bay Area ar 510/893-7833,
ot o llcayak.com; River Rat, oa\omoﬂmuwu
Bi)/700 7238, www.river-rat.com; Sierra
divn Center, Auburn, 530/885-1844,

yutdoorcenter.com.

RANCHO SECO LAKE
pEan

* To Rossmoor Drive: From Sacramen ]
U.S. 50 cast to che exit for Sunrise Bo
Take that exit, curn north and drive ,
to Coloma Road. Turn left on Colomi
and drive 1.5 miles west to Rossmoor
Turn right on Rossmoor Drive and cog
into the park to the car-top boat ramp i§
end of the road.

Rating: 5

) heast of Sacramento in Rancho Seco

jreation Area
BEST (

3, page 157 iy
Puking, for the ideal spot fora family picnic?
pte i1 iv. Rancho Seco Lake (160 mnqn.mv is part
g the 400 -acre Rancho Seco Recreation >q.nm
wlters a boat ramp (no motors permit-
). i nic area, and several &o&amu Because
R 111001 0ns are allowed, you get LJ_Q. <<m.ﬁnﬁ
.q hshing, and good access and picnic sites.

* To Sailor Bar: From Sacramento, ta
50 east to the exit for Hazel Avenue
that exit, turn north, and drive 1.5 mi
Winding Way. Turn left and drive aboid
mile to Illinois Avenue. Turn left on 1
Avenue and continue to the end of the
A paved boat ramp is available.
* To Upper Sunrise: From Sacramentoy
U.S. 50 east to the exit for Sunrise Boul ,
Take that exit, turn noreh, and drive IRY

jng the family. .
£ I 'here is a large, sandy swimming mM&m a
. ic si or
awant picnic site, and a campgroun

ik

ghitn o RVs, In addition there are :.,.:_m for
seback riding, and bicycling, as
el o soveral fishing docks along the shore.

Sacramento and Gold Country 179

This lake is also popular with windsurfers.

Every afternoon from spring through mca_amn
you will usually sec about a dozen people on
windsurfs catching the afternoon breeze. .

Access: A boat ramp is located near the pic-

nic area. : -
Facilities, fees: A campground and a pic

area are provided. Lodging and mc.mﬁ:mm can

be obtained in Sacramento. A fee is charged

for day use.

Water sports, restrictions: Omm\voimq& mo-

tors and live bait are not allowed on H.rw F.Wn.

Windsurfing is permicted. A large swimming
beach is available near the picnic area. I—JTM
park is open for day use only, closing eac

at sunset.

Mm”wo”._mo:w“ From Sacramento, take Highway
99 south for 12 miles to the I._m.r.ém% 104
exit. Take Highway 104/Twin O_:nm.Wcma
east (look for the twin towers) and drive 12
miles to the signed entrance for Wm:nro Seco
Recreation Area. Turn right and continue to
MTM:W”MS Rancho Seco Recreation >H.nm‘
209/748-2318 or 916/732-4913 (camping

reservations).

ACRAMENTO
e _mu_<m_u DELTA

=falali]]]a

Rating: 9

near Rio Vista
Map 5.3, page 157 . .
The fabric of the Delta consists of little
towns, villages, and marinas that represent
the most upscale to the more &Bn_.m and rustic.
Through itall, the Delra is vm,;&_mn for mw»?
ers of all kinds, whether it be for émﬁﬁ.mr::mv
wakeboarding, fishing, pleasure touring, or
activity.
m:wﬂﬂﬂnr_”om @omuw\:mq spot for waterskiing w:a
wakeboarding along this stretch of the vwn\
ramento River is in the Rio Vista area. The
river is wide here, with plenty of room for all
water sports, and the water is warmer here
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than it is farther upstream. There is a good
access ramp right ar Rio Vista and ar nearby
marinas. You'll also find beach access in Rio

Vista for swimming and windsurfing.
Boating traffic in the Sacramento River

Delea is high in the summer. One of the rea-
sons it is so popular is that in a boat you gain
access to a network of adjoining waterways,
many with excellent sheltered areas suitable
for waterskiing. Most boar rentals are booked
up on weekends.

One of the best of these areas is known as
the Meadows, and is locared on Snodgrass
Slough near Walnur Grove. It is fed from the
Mokelumne River, not the Sacramento River,
A boat launch at Walnur Grove Marina pro-
vides nearby access.

There’s just one problem on the Sacramento
River Delta in late spring and early summer:
the wind. When temperatures reach the 100°F
range in the Central Valley—yer it is foggy on
the San Francisco coast—the wind whistles
west, using the river as a passageway. Thar
means rough going for most boating and water
sports. These winds tend to come and go in
three-day cycles, that is, three days of wind,
then three days of calm. Not always, of course,
but that is the general pattern.

Boaters can search out the narrow chan-
nels adjoining the main river. These channels
are not only largely sheltered from the wind,
but their very size by nature creares a calmer
surface, ideal for waterskiing. Many other
such spots are in the adjoining San Joaquin
Delta (see the San Joaquin Delta listing in this
chapter).

The Sacramento River is often fantastic
for fishing, with striped bass, sturgeon, and
salmon caught in excellent numbers during
their respective peak migrations. Many of the
best spots are in the Rio Vista area, downriver
near Brannan Island Srate Recreation Area,
and in Montezuma Slough.

Access: Paved boat ramps are available at the
following locations:

* To B&W Resort, Isleron: Take I-5 to High-
way 12 (south of Sacramentro, near Lodi). Turn

west on Highway 12 and drive
Brannan Island Road (after the secq
Turn right and drive very short d}
resort is on your immediate left,
* To Korth’s Pirates’ Lair Marin
Take [5 to Highway 12 (south of § -
near Lodi). Turn west on Highwi
drive 11 miles to Brannan Island Rif
the second bridge). Turn right and dj
miles to the marina,
* To Vieira’s Resort, Isleton: Take 184
way 12 (south of Sacramento, near Lo
west on Highway 12 and drive 17 mijd
four-way stop at Highway 160 (just b
Rio Vista Bridge). Turn right (nort|
Highway 160 and drive three miles tof
for Vieira’s on the left. Turn lefe and
short distance into the resort. 4
* To Sandy Beach County Park, Rief
Take 1-80 to Fairfield and the exit forl
way 12. Take thar exit southeast apy
16 miles to Rio Vista and the inte
with Main Street. Turn right on Malnj
and drive a short distance to Second {
Turn right and drive 0.5 mile to wmnnr.,,
Turn left (west) on Beach Drive 0.5
the park.
* To Delta Marina RV Resort, Rio Vistag
I-80 to Fairfield and the exit for High ,
Take thar exit and drive 16 miles to Rio ¥
and the intersection wich Main Street, %
right on Main Streer and drive a short}
tance to Sccond Sereer. Turn righe on Se
Street and drive to Marina Drive. Tug,
on Marina Drive and continue another
distance to the harbor. ‘
* To Snug Harbor Resort: Take 1-80 0 §
field and Highway 12. Turn east on Hi|
way 12 and drive 16 miles to Rio Vista 8
Fronct Street. Turn left on Front Street
drive under the bridge 1o River Road.
right on River Road and drive two mil
the Real McCoy Ferry (signed Ryer Isla '
Take the ferry (free) across the Sacramen
River to Ryer Island and Levee Road. Tul§
right and drive 3.5 miles on Levee Road |
Snug Harbor on the right. '

l.odging, cabins, and camp-
ided; full-service marinas,

available at or near many of

vate marinas for day use, boat
) camping. River access is free
il
) rts, restrictions: Powerboats, wa-
, wakcboarding, personal watercraft,
b, ol windsurfing are ﬁm:::ﬂﬁ.w. A
Jming beach and designated wind-
atea are available ac Brannan H,Lm.:m
ion Area. Another swimming
available at Vieira’s Resort in _m_nwc:‘
wix heach access points for swimming,
t nd fishing are available along
wy 100 on Brannan Island.
jens: 1o Brannan lsland State Recre-
Area: From 1-80 in Fairfield, cake .:.:u
4y 1. cxit and drive southeast 14 miles
et Visia, and continue to Highway 160
aipnal before the bridge). Turn right
ighway 160 and drive three miles to the
ance on the left.
wn Antioch, take Highway 4 and con-
et the Antioch Bridge (where the road
hway 160) and continue to the

act: California Delta Chamber @m <?.T

Wi 916/777-4041, éié.nm__mo_.w_m

: Sandy Beach County Park, So-

i ¢ ounty Parks, 707/374-2097, www

Jaincounty.com; Brannan Island mm:n Won.\

ot ion Arca, 916/777-6671; Riverside Bait

np, M6/777-6662. o ,

. Muarinas and lodging: Korth’s Pirates

ah Murina, Islecon, 916/777-6464,

ww.korthsmarina.com; Snug Harbor Ma-

Pina and RV Camp/Park, fzdfv@w

Ewww.snugharbor.net; Duck Island RV Park,

DI/ /776663 or 800/825-3898; B&W Wmmo:”

] hlerim, 916/777-6161, www.bandwresort.com;

 Vieita's Resort, Tsleton, 916/777-6661,

W p:/viciras95641 . tripod.com; Delta Ma-

fina RV Resort, Rio Vista, 707/374-2315,
..dcltamarina.com.

ii:s;__r_wn:mm_m and charters: Herman &
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Helen’s, 209/951-4634; KOA Boat WQ:,
als, 209/369-1041; Waterflies (will deliver),
916/777-6431; Herman & Helen’s, Stockron,
209/951-4634; Big River Kayaks, wma.r.m_ Is-
land, 925/684-3095; Delta Expeditions,
916/600-2420; Martin’s Sailing m..nroo_ &
Club, 916/369-7700, www.lovetosail.com.

Guides: Fish Hookers Sportfishing,

916/777-6498, www.fishhookers.com; Fish
Hooker Charters, 916/777-6498.

Maps: Hal Schell’s Delta Map and Guide can

be ordered by mail at P.O. Box 9140, mﬂnwno?
CA 95208, and online at www.californiadelta.
orglordermap.html. Call 209/727-5153 for

pricing.

7 SAN JOAQUIN DELTA

amsn

Rating: 10
near Antioch

Map 5.3, page 157 =i

The network of waterways in the San Joaquin
Delta is so vast that you can change ﬂrm. course
of your life instantly by simply er._:m mzm
other turn—taking you amid the .m_v_ﬁ_mnén
of rivers, sloughs, bays, and estuaries.

The Delta is rimmed by roads perched on
the tops of levees, linked by 70 bridges and
a few old-time cable ferries. You can mx._u_g_m
it for years by boat or car and _:.: see it mm_ .
It is among the world’s best destinations tor

=80

rs.

vowmﬂn best areas for waterskiing and <.<mWn\

boarding are in the sloughs, providing ::_Wm of

calm water and shelter from the north <.<_:Qm

that often affect the Sacramento River side of
the Delta. And there are dozens w:m n_mNm:m

of sloughs; Middle River, Old River, PEMH
Line Canal, and Victoria Cut are among the
best. The sloughs are betrer protected from
winds than the wide-open areas, such as
Frank’s Tract and Sherman —Lmrmi?\rnwn .ﬁra
San Joaquin and Sacramento Rivers join),
which means smooth, warm water for im.m
terskiing. Don’t underestimate the value o
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these sheltered areas. At times the wind can
be howling 15 miles away on the Sacramento
River while False River is being stroked only
by a gentle breeze.

Two popular spots for windsurfing are Ski
Beach and Swing Beach, both locared near
Frank’s Tract. The best beach access is avail-
able in the sloughs, which are reachable by
boat only.

In addition, the fishing for largemouth bass
is considered among the best in America, es-
pecially in the vicinity of Vicroria Slough, Old
River, and the Grant Line.

The San Joaquin Delta was once a vase
marshland. According to Delta historian Hal
Schell, Chinese laborers working for 13 cents
per cubic yard built the original levees in the
Delta. “Thar work was eventually converted
to clamshell dredges, because it was cheaper,”
Schell said. By 1930, some 700,000 acres had
been reclaimed, creating 55 islands.

The Delra levees are lined with tules, cot-
tonwoods, and grass, habitat that supports one
of North America’s most diverse and abun-
dant arrays of bird life. On any given day,
you can sec everything from Canada geese
to peregrine falcons, mated pairs of mallards
to flocks of white pelicans, giant egrets, and
marsh hawks,

There is just so much of it. Thus it can be in-
undarted with people and boars in the summer,
particularly water-skiers, who descend in unbe-
lievable numbers. The place can get wild.

The problem is that these waterways can be
narrow in places, meaning there is sometimes
limiced forward visibility, yet there are a lot
of boats out on weekends. That is one of the
reasons the law says you must have a spotter
on board to watch the trailing water-skier so
that the driver can stay alert to whar is going
on ahead.

Because waterskiing traffic is so heavy on
weekends, most windsurfers wil] head instead
to Windy Cove near Brannan Island State Rec-
reation Area (see the Sucramento River Delta
listing). Most beach areas in the San Joaquin
Delta are accessible by boat only.
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19530 East Levee Road, Sherman Island,
925/757-5314, www.eddosresort.com; Lau-
ritzen Yacht Harbor, Antioch, 925/757-
1916, www.lauritzens.com; Beacon Harbor,
925/684-2174; Seahore Marin, wNm\mmw\waomw
Wood’s Harbor, 925/684-9550; D’Anna’s
Bethel Istand Marina Resort, oww\am\»”wwwow
Frank’s Marina, 925/684-2101; Hennis Ma-
rina, 925/684-3333; Russo’s Marina, 925/684-
2024; Rusty Porthole Marina, 925/684-3607;
et Harbor, 925/684-3522. ]
mcmwOm; rentals and charters: H20 To Go,
209/810-6755, http://h2orents.com; H:Jm.
borg Landing, 925/684-9351; wmmma_.mn
Point Marina, 800/752-9669; Waterflies
(will deliver), 916/777-6431; Herman &
Helen’s, Stockton, 209/951-4634; Lund-
borg Landing, Bethel Island, wwm\mm\*bmwf
www.lundborglanding.com; Delta Mxﬁw&_\
tions, Rio Vista, 916/600-2420; Big River
Kayaks, Bethel Island, 925/684-3095; Mar-
tin’s Sailing School & Club, 916/369-7700,
www.lovetosail.com. .
Guides: Fish Hookers Sportfishing,
916/777-6498. ,
Maps: Hal Schell’s Delta Map and Guide can
be ordered by mail at P.O. Box 9140, mﬁ.unwas,
CA 95208, and online at www.californiadelta.
orglordermap.html. Call 209/727-5153 for

pricing.

The best time on the Delta (
are the fewest people on it) is a
late September and early October, 4§
weather of the year arrives in carly fa

. ighway 4 to Antioch and continue over
loch Bridge (where the road becomes
wiay 160). Continue to Sherman Island
¢vee Road. Turn right and drive to
b liast Levee Road. N
tlizen Yacht Harbor, Antioch: Take
way 4 to Antioch and the exit for /x\:v.r:
ue. lake that exit, turn right, and drive
\dpehead Road. Turn left on Bridgehead
B «11d drive 0.25 mile to the signed en-
ve for the yacht club on the right. Fees
ha pod for day use at private resorts, boat
i hing, boat rentals, and camping.
fitles, fees: Lodging, cabins, and camp-
tuls are provided; full-service marinas and
Bethel Island Bridge; the road name chy Bhlics are available at or near many w_,. the
Bethel Lsland Road) to Stone Road. T f ramps listed above. River access is mRM
on Stone Road and continue 1.5 milog np, roads. Fees are charged at parks an
sign on the right for the marina entrag ate marinas for day use, boat launching,
* Bethel Harbor, Bethel Island: Take Hi
4 to Antioch and continue east to Qa
Cypress Road. Turn left on Cypress Rog
drive three miles (drive over the Bethel §
Bridge; the road name changes to Becl
land Road) to Harbor Road (on the is}
northern side). Turn right and drive
end of the road. }
* Lundborg Landing, Bethel Island; !
Highway 4 to Antioch and continuej
to Oakley and Cypress Road. Turn | .
Cypress Road and drive three miles (4
over the Bethel Island Bridge; the road g

a weekday morning, you can have
place—all thousand miles of it—p
to yourself. i

Also check out the listing for the .
quin Southeast Delta in this chapter, 3
Access: Launching facilities are aw
the following locations:
* To Emerald Pointe Marina, Betheld
‘Take Highway 4 to Antioch and contlg
to Oakley and Cypress Road. Turn lef§
press Road and drive three miles (drive )

vmping.
or sports, restrictions: Powerboats, wa-
kling, wakeboarding, personal Ew.ﬁm_‘nnmmp
Biling, and windsurfing are vn::_:am. A
ly swimming beach and designated wind-
fling area are available at wnmssm_w _m_m.:&
is: Recreation Area. Another swimming
ah is available at Vieira's Resortin Hm_nmo:,
wmerous beach access points for swimming,
windsurfing, and fishing are available along
Highway 160 on Brannan Island. . )
 Directions: From Antioch, rake Highway
¢ and drive to Oakley and ﬂv\.wnamm Road.
changes to Bethel Island Road) to Gagd  Quin left on Cypress Road, a.:é over ?_a
Road. Turn right on Gateway Road and d§  Weilicl Island Bridge, and continue o..m mile
evvo miles t the park entrance on the lef o Ciateway Road. Turn right m.:a drive on
for the large sign and tugboar). : - Gimeway Road. This route provides access to
* Sugar Barge Marina, Bethel Island: : '\l incerior San Joaquin Delta. -
Highway 4 to Antioch and continue ¢ P @ontact: California Delta Chamber mm <;.T
to Oakley and Cypress Road. Turn lefed 1 Bureau, 209/367-9840, www.california
Cypress Road and drive three miles (d
over the Bethel Island Bridge; the road nef
changes to Bethel Island Road) to Gated
Road. Turn right on Gateway Road and d|
0.25 mile to Piper Road. Turn left and d
two miles to Willow Road. Turn right af
drive a short distance to the marina, !
* Eddo’s Harbor & RV Park, Sherman Is]

AN JOAQUIN
* WOC._.Im.Pm._. DELTA

EsARnEan

Rating: 10

near Stockton

Map 5.3, page 157 :
Exploring the Delta can be like entering a .<mwa
human void—and a dreamland for boating,
water sports, wildlife, and fishing. >:.& .vaa
just over the hills to the west are 6.8 million
residents, where the nearby highways are
jammed with angry people squeezing the life
out of their steering wheels, pushing, push-

ing, pushing.

- ddelcorg. .
Marinas and lodging: Emerald Pointe
1a, Bethel Island, 925/684-2388;
tethel Harbor, Bethel Island, 925/684-
1; Lundborg Landing, 925/684-9351,
www.lundborglanding.com; Sugar Barge
M.rina, Bethel Island, 925/684-8575 or
KO0/799-4100; Eddo’s Harbor & RV Park,
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* Tower Park Marina and Resort, Lodi: Take
I-5 to Lodi and Highway 12. Take Highway
12 west and drive about five miles to Tower
Park Way (before first bridge). Turn left and
drive a short distance to the marina. For
more information, call 209/369-1041, or visit
WWww.westrec.com.,
* Walnut Grove Marina, Walnur Grove:
Take I-5 to the exit for Thornton-Walnut
Grove/County Road Ji1 (located south of
Sacramento and west of Galr). Take that
exit, turn west and drive five miles to Old
Walnut Grove/Thornton Road. Turn righe
-and drive 0.3 mile to the marina. For more
information, call 916/776-1181, boat rentals
at 916/776-4270 or 800/255-5561, or visit
www.walnutgrovemarina.com.
* New Hope Landing, Thornton: Take I-5 to
the exit for Thornton-Walnur Grove/County
Road J11 (located south of Sacramento and
west of Galt). Take that exit, turn west and
drive 3.3 miles to the campground entrance on
the left. For more information, call 209/794-
2627, or visit www.newhopelanding.com.
Facilities, fees: Lodging, cabins, camp-
grounds, houscboats, full-service marinas,
and supplies are available at or near many of
the boat ramps listed above. River access is
free along roads. Fees are charged ac parks and
private marinas for day use, boar launching,
and camping. Supplies are available at Delra
Sportsman Bait & Tackle on Bethel Island
(925/684-2260) and at Larry’s Bait in Stock-
ton (209/473-2239).
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, water-
skiing, wakeboarding, personal watercraft, sail-
ing, and windsurfing are permitted. Swimming
and windsurfing access is available in many
of the sloughs. Some popular sandy beaches:
Orwood Tract, north of Discovery Bay; the
Mandeville (south) side of Venice Island, east of
Frank’s Tract; and Lost Isle, north of Holr.
Directions: See specific listings under Access.
Contact: California Delta Chamber & Visi-
tor Bureau, 916/777-4041, www.california
delta.org.

Marinas and lodging: Ladd’s Marina,
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for 31 miles to Auburn and continue to the
exit for Foresthill. Take that exit to Foresthill
Road. Turn norcheast on Foresthill Road and
drive three miles to Lake Clementine Road.
Turn left and drive 2.5 miles to the boat
launch.

Contact: Auburn State Recreation Area,
530/885-4527; Auburn Chamber of Commerce,
530/885-5616, www.auburnchamber.net; Au-
burn Outdoor Sports, 530/885-9200.

w, sct in a dammed-up gorge on
Fork American River at an elevation
fect. |t is ideal for the boater, with
iguinpsites, great boat-in swimming
k. 4nd 2 25-boat limit. The water is
simmer, great for water sports.
fights include very pretty scenery, casy
s Auburn, and the boat-in camp-
h provide visitors with a wilder-

Stockton, 209/477-9521; River
rina, near Clifton Court Forebay,
8365; Discovery Bay Yacht Harbe
925/634-5928; Holland Riversidet
Brentwood, 925/684-3667; Lazy Mg
Byron, 925/634-4555; Orwood Resol
wood, 925/634-2550, www.orwood,
Paradise Point Marina, 209/952-1000#
Haven Marina, 925/634-3822; Trad
Marina, 209/835-3182; Whiskey Sloyl
bor, 209/942-4588. ¥
Boat rentals: Waterflies (will &
916/777-6431; Herman & Helen
ton, 209/951-4634; Big River M
Bethel Island, 925/684-3095; Tow
Marina, Lodi, 209/368-3030, w
rents.com; Paradise Point Zmlnn.%
ton, 209/952-1000 or 800/752d
www.paradisepoint.com; Walnuti
Marina, Walnut Grove, 916/776-41
800/255-5561; Delra Houseboat Rent
sociation, 209/477-1840; Housebog
877/468-7326, www.houseboats.comy]
Instruction: Discovery Bay
board & Ski Center, 925/634-0412,#
-.gowakeboard.com or www.gowan
-com; Martin’s Sailing School & § fin
916/369-7700, www.loverosail.com. A vt vices are offered at the lake, except
Guides: Delta Expeditions, Jgerodline, a plus. . .
600-2420. 4 b cline access is virrually impossible
Maps: Hal Schell’s Delza Map and Guidl Phount 1 boat. But wirh a boat? Heh, heh,
be ordered by mail at P.O. Box 9140, Stocl
CA 95208, and online at www.californiad
org/ordermap.heml. Call 209/727-518 _

pricing. ;

i, w
. atmosphere. Tt is extremely popular
tot skicrs and locals from the Auburn
Whough no stocking program is in ef-

shing for trout and smallmouth

SOUTH FORK
e AMERICAN RIVER

sEBn

i
JLLCRT
#Hical 1o understand the ramifications
8 boat quota implemented by the Au-
fitaic Recreation Area. What it all boils
t0 In that boaters who are camping at
get priority, and if you're coming on

il 10 spend the day, you run the risk

K *hut out. Arriving during the week
ytet bet for day use; if you're schedul-

b #ip lor a summer weekend, you should

p 4 Campsite.

lke provides a sel-perpetuating fishery
@rout in spring and smallmouth bass in

Rating: 10

near Placerville in Eldorado National Forest

Map 5.4, page 158 =

Behold, the most popular rafting river in the
Western United States. For newcomers to the
sport, the South Fork American is the choice,
with easy access, enough white-water chal-
lenge to add some sizzle, and a huge array m.vm
trips offered by rafting outfitrers. No experi-
ence needed; just hop on for the ride.

The run begins at Chili Bar, the some-
what legendary put-in, and is a No,.Bza Hw%
to completing the entire run. Halt-day trips

are extremely popular.

This is a Class I11 run, considered a petfect
introduction to rafting, and there are plenty of
takers. River traffic is very heavy starting on
Memorial Day weekend, especially on week-
ends, and anybody desiring any semblance of
solitude should go elsewhere.

The river can usually be run from April
through early October, but there are no guar-
antees, as flows are determined from upstream
hydro releases. The scenery is pleasant, not sen-
sational, but there’s an open, rugged feel and

lots of gold rush historical sites along the way.

White-water highlights include Meatgrind-
er {Class 11I), Troublemaker (Class I1l+, the
most dramatic drop on the river), and Satan’s
Cesspool (Class 111+), which can challenge

even experienced paddlers and give most any

8t 4 payott!
I'here’s a paved ramp ac the end of
B 4o ess road.
ilitles, fees: Boat-in campgrounds, floac-
¢hwmical toilets, picnic areas, and gas are
ilable. No drinking water. Garbage must
‘.:: ked out. Supplies can be obtained in
kb1, Access to the lake is free. Fees are
rpedl for boat launching and camping.
or sports, restrictions: Powerboats, water-
fing. wakeboarding, and personal ENHQ.Q.»?
permitted. The lake s too small for mm__:.-m
| windsurfing. Swimming areas are avail-
Mhir 1 (ront of the campgrounds; access is

EEl CLEMENTINE LAKE
CREREARD

Ratingg
northeast of Auburn on the American Riv
Map 5.4, page 158 .
Some places you just plain need a boat, Wi
you visit Clementine Lake, you will discel
that chis is one of those places.

Clementine Lake is 3.5 miles long i

miied (o boats only.
ections: From Sacramento, take 1-80 east
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beginner the opportunity to see if their heart
can pound a hole through their chest. After
Meatgrinder, there are 10 sets of rapids until
reaching Troublemaker. This stretch covers
nine miles and takes you to Coloma. The
second half of the trip covers 11 miles from
Coloma to Salmon Falls, referred to as The
Gorge. The run starts off lazy enough before
abruptly dropping into The Gorge. Here you
will encounter back-to-back rapids, including
Satan’s Cesspool, Haystack Canyon, Bouncing
Rock, and Hospital Bar.

Guides always point out to the occupants
in the raft that there is a seven-mile strerch
running past several private homes and camp-
grounds that boaters are asked to treat as a
quiet zone. That means rafters have to try to
not acr like lunatics for abourt two hours, no
mean feat for some people.

Many ratting companies offer an array of
specialty trips on this river. These include
family trips, youth trips, theme trips, and
half-day crips.

Access: There is no boat ramp. You can pur in
at Chili Bar (see Directions this listing). Take
out 20 miles downstream from Chili Bar just
above the Salmon Falls Bridge (above Folsom
Lake) or farcher upstream ac one of several
other access points: The Highway 49 bridge in
Coloma, Henningsen-Lotus County Park, or
Camp Lotus (Highway 49 in Coloma to Lotus
Road, then to Bassi Road). Access is available
ar Marshall Gold Discovery State Park, but
only put-ins are allowed, no take-ous.
Facilities, fees: Privatc campgrounds are avail-
able on Highway 49 near Coloma and Lotus.
No camping at the state park or the county
park. Supplies are available in Placerville. A
private concession charges a fee to put in at
Chili Bar. Access fees are charged at Marshall
Gold Discovery State Park, Henningsen-Lotus
County Park, and Camp Lotus.
Water sports, restrictions: Rafting and kaya-
king is permitted. Swimming is available at
all the parks listed.
Directions: To Chili Bar Run: Take U.S. 50 o
Placerville and the exit for Highway 49. Take

that exit and drive north on Highy
Highway 193. Turn right and drive th
down to the bridge at Chili Bar,  §
Contact: Eldorado Narional Ford
cerville Ranger District, 530/644
www.fs.fed.us/rS; Bureau of Land M
ment, 916/985-4474.

Guided rafting trips: Action nly

water Adventures, 800/4534
www.riverguide.com; Adventure Conlf
800/556-6060, www.rafrcalifornia.o
Outdoors Whitewarer Rafting, 8}
2387, www.aorafting.com; Americaf
Recreation, 530/622-6802 or 80
7238, www.arrafting.com; ARTA ( \
River Touring Association), 209/9§
or 800/323-2782, www.arta.org; A
Whitewater Expeditions, 800/8284
www.americanwhitewarer.com; Beyond
800/234-7238, www.rivertrip.com; Clf
Outdoor Center, 530/621-1236 or 8¢ .
2262, www.cbocwhitewater.com; Ea
Expeditions, 530/642-1900 or 8004
8735, www.earthtrekexpeditions
Mariah Wilderness Expeditions, 53@
6049 or 800/462-7424, www.mariah
Motherlode River Trips, 860/427.8
www.malode.com; Outdoor Adveg
River Specialists (OARS), 800/346+
www.oars.com; Tributary Whief
ter Tours, 530/346-6812 or 800/
3846, www.whitewatertours.cf
Whitewater Connection, 800/336-7238, 4
-whitewaterconnection.com; White
Excitement, 800/750-2386, www. )
waterexcitement.com; Whitewater Voyy
800/400-7238, www.whitewatervoyg
.com; Wilderness Adventures, 800/323-7
www.wildrivertrips.com. :
Rentals: California Canoe & Kayak, i
cho Cordova, 916/353-1880 or in the Bay A
at 510/893-7833, www.calkayak.com; § i
Outdoor Center, Auburn, 530/885-184
www.sierraoutdoorcenter.com; River

Rentals in Fair Oaks, 916/966-6777.

w

rerk

3

L ¥

v

IENKINSON LAKE/
LY PARK

BEED

Rating: 10

Placerville in Sly Park Recreation Area

1 wrong with Jenkinson h.mwnw
i hardly a secret. In fact, it may just
Weal vacation destination.

lhe lake is set at an elevacion of w‘moo,
» 640 acres with eight miles of
il shoreline. All water sports are permit-
¢s that separate high-speed users
low speed users help to resolve potential
I ix and set the stage for first-class water

F'he » mph zone covers 80 acres of the Frm
‘ Jb Wl Sicrra Poing; of course, Emﬂnw’mra:
wikeboarders should stay clear of chere.
g §ionchraker launch ramp lies within this
¢ wnd is used primarily by anglers. Visi-
«ki boats and other fast craft should
i I instead ac the other ramp.
wi ming is available all along the mrw:.m\
font swimmers are cautioned to stay with-
81 {cct of the shore to avoid any nrm:nw of
iy, in the way of fast boats. Windsurfing
B alv 00d here, usually best 11 AM.=3 P.M.,
hen o steady wind courses over the lake.
Anplers often head upstream into the Hazel
1 of the lake for trout in the spring and
Iy in the summer. In addition, this is one of
or lakes in the Sierra for brown trout.
A bonus at Sly Park is the variety of camp-
Is, wich campsites available for individu-
ths, families, and equestrians.
s: I'wo paved boat ramps are available:
braker: On the entrance road, continue
 gitalph past Pine Cone Campground to the
Ntonchraker Campground and launch ramp.
L 8 West Shore: Once inside the lake entrance,
drive 50 feet past the kiosk to the ‘com:m_&@
a1 vss road, on the right. Turn right and drive A
{1.25 mile to the ramp. Day-use and boat- for success.

Iainch fees apply. .
ities, fees: A small marina with docks,
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campgrounds, vault toilets, m:zp.&:m water,
and picnic areas, an RV dump mﬁ::.u:_ a snack
bar, bait and rackle, and a convenience mﬁo._.m
are available. Full supplies can be obtained in
Pollock Pines. Fees are charged for day use,
boat launching, and camping.
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, water-
skiing, wakeboarding, sailing, and windsurf-
ing are permitted. No personal Smﬂmnnwmwﬁ. A
5-mph speed limit is enforced north of Sierra
Point (on the north side of the lake). No pets or
babies in diapers are permitred in the lake.
Directions: From Sacramento, take U.S. 50
cast o Pollock Pines and take the exit for m_v\
Park Road. Take that exit souch and drive five
miles to Jenkinson Lake and the Q:Eumﬁwzzm
access road. Turn left and drive one mile to
the campground, on the left. )
Contact: Sly Park Recreation Area, El UoS.&o
Trrigation District, 530/644-2545, www.eid.
org; Sly Park Resort, 530/644-1113.

3 LAKE AMADOR
caEmEn

Rating: 5

northeast of Stockton
Map 5:4, page 158
Yeah, this lake seems like it was planted on
Earth for one reason: fishing. ‘
Although there isa campground and swim-
ming pond nearby, Amador is better known
for providing excellent fishing for trout and
bass, with good catch rates for rainbow trout
and a fair number of giant Florida bass. The
lake is set at an clevation of 485 feet in .}n
foothill country east of Stockton, covering
425 acres with 13.5 miles of shoreline. Of the
four lakes in the immediate ﬁm»!lﬂmams.‘
che, Pardee, New Hogan, and Amador—it
is Amador and Pardee that have enacted the
most restrictive boating rules to guarantee that
anglers have quiet water and the best chances

That means no waterskiing, personal water-
craft, or windsurfing. And while swimming is
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not prohibited, much of the shoreline is rocky, Pl PARDEE LAKE . e wvailable. Fees are charged for day use,  area. By far the best spot for swimming is at
swimming access is poor, and hey, with a one- n E ! m B i wmping, fishing permits, boat launching, Electra Picnic Area. Although use is moderate,
acre pond specifically designated for swim- : il floac tubes. and no guided trips are available, there can
ming near the campground, you never see or sports, restrictions: Powerboats, canoes,  be lots of inner tubers here on hot summer
people taking a dunk in the lake. The pondis  northeast of Stockton I (1021 tubes are permitted. Due to the threat  weekends, and kayaking is extremely popular
family oriented, with a playground, waterslide, Map 5.4, page 158 a s quaggo and zebra mussels, no boats in the spring and early summer.

and gently sloping sandy beaches. Use is high ~ Of all the lakes in the Mother Lode coud #e «llowed from Southern California, San But there is a major problem. The river is a
year-round, the campground is often full in ~ Pardee is the prettiest, covering more it and Santa Clara counties, and outside  prisoner of water releases, which means thar
early summer, and reservations are suggested. 2,000 acres with 37 miles o?rcﬁ::?.. o a. No body contact with the water  flows can fluctuate wildly according to the
There also are hiking and mountain biking  lake, which has a T-shape configuratiol , prermitted. No waterskiing, wakeboarding, ~ whims of the warer master, not rainfall and
trails in che area. most beautiful in early spring, when the] wnal watercraft, and swimming, Those with  snowmelt. You should always call the Bureau

Among the fishing highlights: Trout are  is full, the hills are green, and the wildflo§ ot 1ubes must wear waders. A large swim-  of Land Management to check flow levels be-

stocked weekly. The largest two-man bass  are blooming. And one other thing: The § Inp, pool is available at the campground. fore scheduling a trip on the Mokelumne.
-limit was caught here, at 80.4 pounds, and  are biting then, too. i rectlons: From Stockeon, take Highway 88 Access: There is no boat ramp. Kayakers,
the lake-record bass was 17 pounds, 1 ounce, Like Amador, this lake was designed basi o1 24 miles to the town of Clements. Just  canoeists, and inner tubers can put in just
and catfish up to 40 pounds are caught in  sively for fishing. Warerskiing, swimming Mt ol Clements, bear left on Highway 88 and  below Electra Powerhouse (see Directions this
summer. A special strain of cross-bred trour  windsurfing are prohibited. There isa NW lsive 11 miles to Jackson Valley Road. Turn  listing). Take out three miles downstream at
called cutbow are stocked here. speed limit and most boaters heed a “contf gl and drive to a four-way stop sign at Buena  che Highway 49 bridge.

Access: A paved boat ramp is available at  courtesy” rule, making the lake safe and in. Turn right and drive for three miles to  Facilities, fees: A picnic area is provided on
Lake Amador Marina, located just off Lake  fortable. That includes for those with ny Creek Road, on the left. Turn left and Electra Road. Access to the river is free.
Amador Drive. low-speed craft, such as canoes or small figh Bsive o mile to the campground, on the right.  Water sports, restrictions: Rafting, canoeing,
Facilities, fees: A small marina rents fishing  boats. Pardee has full facilities for boag Bontact: Pardee Recreation Area, 209/772-  kayaking, and tubing are available. Swimming

) Pardee Marina, 209/772-8108,  access is available at Electra Picnic Area.

boats. Campgrounds, picnic area, drinking  even a marina, and in spring this is che §
Directions: From Stockton, take Highway 88

water, restrooms, showers, an RV dump sta-  destinarion for the camper/boater/angles§ Jikepardee.com.

tion, fishing supplies (including bait and The lake opens each ycar in February, east for 24 miles past the town of Clements,
tackle), a snack bar, a convenience store, kicking right off with good trolling for and then continue on Highway 88 past Ca-
propane gas, a swimming pond, and a play-  and kokanee salmon. It is stocked with ¢ J MOKELUMNE RIVER manche Lake and Lake Pardee to Martel and

ground are available. Fees are charged for  weckly. With good fishing and good we:
day use, fishing permits, boat launching, it doesn’c take long before the campgrof
and camping. can get quite crowded. During hot weg ]
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats,  attentions turns to bass, both smallmouth Jortheast of Stockton
canoes, kayaks, inflatables, and sailing are  largemouth, as well as catfish. The lake B.4, page 158 upstream, to the powerhouse at Electra.

permitted. A S-mph speed limic is enforced  in the fall in late October during the Fhis short, chree-mile strech of the Moke-— Contact: Bureau of Land Mansgemer:

. through Jackson, and continue 4.5 miles to
Rating: 7 Electra Road. Turn east on Electra Road. The
river is accessible off this road for four miles

: . m Highway 49. Turn south on Highway 49, drive

within the coves and around the marina. No tory bird season. ! gine River provides a window to the way ~ Folsom Field Office, 916/985-4474;
waterskiing, wakeboarding, or personal wa- Many families rake advantage of the s ) ' river once was. It’s a great spot for  PG&E Recreation Desk, 916/386-5164,
tercraft. A swimming pond is available near ming pool near the campground. ., ng and easy kayaking and is decent  www.pge.com/recreation.

the campgrounds. Access: A 10-lane paved ramp is availab] ]

Directions: From Stockton, take Highway  Pardee Recreation Area, located on the "I'he rafting season is a long one here, from

88 east for 24 miles to Clements. Just east of  eastern arm of the lake, " 4 wich to mmwﬁmavan when Hwn river features Xl LAKE TABEAUD

Clements, bear lefr on Highway 88 and drive  Facilities, fees: A full-service marina hasf§ i water and good scenery. I¢s an easy river ﬂ ﬂ !

11 miles to Jackson Valley Road. Turn right ing boats and ponroon boats for rent, . kayak, mostly Class { with a couple of Class Rating: 4
(well signed) and drive four miles to Buena moorings, and boat storage. A campgre fuplds, ideal for beginning and practicing g
Vista Drive. Continue straight one mile to  drinking water, restrooms, showers (ind akers (especially in inflatable kayaks), as ~ near Jackson

Lake Amador Drive. Turn right and drive over RV section of the campground), an RV mm el s (or inner tubers. Map 5.4, page 158

the dam to the campground office. station, a fish-cleaning station, coin laus] = (hree-mile-long run cuts through the  Itis always funny to hear people try to pro-

cowns of Jackson and Mokelumne  nounce the name of this lake on their first

Contact: Lake Amador Recreation Area,  a convenience store, propane gas, RV stog h
: visit. People who commonly mangle names

209/274-4739, www.lakeamador.com. awading pool, and a seasonal swimming; fill, wind there are many historic sites in the
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sometimes call it Lake “Tay-Be-A-Ud.” [
pronounced Tah-Bow. Just like it looks.
This lake is an hour’s drive east of Stock-
ton, set at an elevation of 2,000 feec, just
high enough to keep the water cool into mﬁ_%
summer. The lake gets light use, primarily
by anglers.
The surrounding area is prety and attracts
a small amount of vacation traffic. No motors
are permitted, which limits boating to row-
boats, canoes, and inflatables. Swimming and
windsurfing are also not allowed—just pad-
dling, fishing, and picnicking. That's about
-ir. And sometimes that’s just plenty.
Access: No boat ramp is available. Car-top
boats may be hand launched.
Faci

les, fees: A picnic area is available. Sup-
plies can be obtained in Jackson. Access to
the lake is free.

Water sports, restrictions: Rowboats, canoes,
kayaks, and inflatables are permitted. No mo-
tors. No swimming. The lake is too small for
sailing and windsurfing.

Directions: From Stockron, take Highway
88 east to Highway 49. Turn south on High-
way 49 and drive to Jackson. From Jackson,
continue south on Highway 49 for 0.5 mile
to Clinton Road. Turn left on Clinton Road
and drive east for 5.1 miles to Tabeaud Road.
Bear right on Tabeaud Road and continue two
miles to the lake.

Contact: PG&E Recreation Desk, 916/386-

5164, www.pge.com/recreation,

EXJ LAKE CAMANCHE
SEREnman

Rating: 10

northeast of Stockton

Map 5.4, page 158
Camanche is a [arge, multifaceted facility that
covers 7,700 acres and has 53 miles of shore-
line. Itis set in the foothills east of Lodi at an
elevation of 325 feet. Here you will find the
best of everything—boating, camping, fish-
ing, waterskiing, swimming, and windsurf-

llfurnia, San Benito and Santa Clara coun-
, wid ourside California. No waterskiing,
kelwoarding, or personal watercraft permit-

|

ing—with enough space for o<nJ~o:o
to keep user conflicts to 2 minimung

The water is clear and warm, re
campgrounds are available at both #§
and south ends of the lake, and as yof
expect, visitor turnout is high, especig
ing the peak months in late spring

the narrows on the northern end of the
. Windsurfing, sailing, and swimming
permitted. There are no designated beach
», but almost all of the shoreline is rocky
mndy and gradually sloped.

getions: To the north shore: From Stock-
, dhrive east on Highway 88 for 24 miles to
Memients. Just east of Clements, bear left on
w.t_.i._x 88 and drive six miles to Camanche
thway. Turn right and drive seven miles o
¢ (.imanche North Shore entrance gate.

, ‘I the south shore: From Stockton, drive
Bt 01 [ lighway 88 for 24 miles to Clements.
at east of Clements continue east on High-
: 2and drive six miles to South Camanche
. prkway. Turn left and drive six miles to the

summer. There are few trees here, wig
line largely exposed.

All boating is allowed on the _»_8
boats and personal warercraft are pa
in the narrows on the northern end.4

Windsurfing conditions at Lake C
are excellent because the afternoons g
just about every day. Yet there is hag
windsurfing activity.

The swimming is also good he
people sunbathe for a spell, then jump
lake to cool oft and have a lictle fun,
there are no designated swimming b
much of the shoreline has suitable acg

Pirance gate.

atact: Lake Camanche North Shore,
B/ /6.3 5121; North Shore Marina, 209/763-
B | ake Camanche South Shore, 209/763-
{74, www.camancherecreation.com; South
e Marina, 209/763-5915.

two most popular spots are at Campaf
on the north shore and the area near ¢
bar on the south shore.

More than anything, though, this
for fishing. In the spring and summeg,
vides outstanding fishing for trout, ba§
salmon, crappie, bluegill, and catfish.
of extensive structure in che lake, it
known as a premier bass lake.

NEW HOGAN LAKE
oEnEan

Rating: 8
Access: Multilane paved boat ramps ag

able at both recreation areas (see Di d
chis listing).

st of Stockton

8.4, page 158

BNew ! lopan is a big lake, covering 4,400 acres
il 50 miles of shoreline. There are many
spots along the eastern shore ar Deer
Biw) 1111t are suitable for boat-in camping. It’s
,,r: lust factor that makes this a tremendous

Facilities, fees: Full-service marinas offi§
ing boat and pontoon boat rentals,
and boar storage. Lodging, nmavmn._..
restrooms, showers, an RV dump stas

trout pond, coin laundry, a snack ba
convenience store are available. Rescaf
are available nearby. Fees are char,
day use, boar launching, fishing permi
camping.

a1 ation spot for anglers who have boats and

f!: y camp overnight.

All water sports are popular here. Since the

Wil is quite warm in the summer, swimming,

watrnskiing, and windsurfing are extremely
mpolar. The place gets heavy use on weekends

, ﬂ:: Zp._:o:m_ Day to Labor Day.

, Numecrous sandy areas are available all

gling, the shoreline for swimming, although

Water sports, restrictions: Hvoén&opa.,
skiing, wakeboarding, personal watere
noeing, kayaks, and inflatables are per
Due to the threat posed by quaggo andy
mussels, no boats are allowed from Soi
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none is designated specifically for thar ac-
tivity. Some boaters will pull up at one of
these spots for a picnic, and the youngsters
aboard will jump out and cavort in the shal-
lows. In a few of these areas, the underwater
drop-off is steep, so kids should always wear
life jackets.

New Hogan Lake is 2 decent lake for fish-
ing, with a unique opportunity for striped
bass, and it’s okay for largemouth bass. Of
the four lakes in the immediate area, Amador
attracts anglers who are looking for bass and
trout, Camanche gets those who want bass and
crappie, Pardee lures anglers seeking trout and
kokanee salmon, while New Hogan gets those
who are in search of stripers and largemouth
bass. New Hogan also has crappie, bluegill,
and catfish.

From December through March, this lake
is a wintering area for bald cagles, and sight-
ings are a common highlight. In late fall, the
lake provides limited hunting opportunities
for waterfowl, usually on the southern side
of the lake.

A 5-mph speed limit in the coves keeps the
atmosphere decent enough for fishing. That
leaves the rest of this big lake wide open for
fast boats, and on hot summer days, they really
let it rip out here. .

One problem is that since 2000, no marina
operator or boat rentals were w<m:m,v_m at New
Hogan. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
has been hoping for a replacement. But hop-

ing, whether in fishing or in government,
never is the best strategy to get something
done. At press time, there was still no marina
operator.

Access: Paved boat ramps are available, a four-
lane ramp at the Fiddleneck Day Use Area,
and one two-lane ramp adjacent to Acorn East
Campground. Ramps can be accessed from
the entrance road; watch for signs.

Facilities, fees: Two drive-in campgrounds,

drinking water, restrooms with flush toilets,

showers, a fish-cleaning station, two boat
ramps, and an RV dump station are avail-
able. Boat-in campsites, picnic area, and
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a golf course are nearby. A day-use fee is
charged. A boat-launching fee is charged
daily or annually. Supplies are available in
Valley Springs.

Water sports, restrictions: Powerboating, wa-
terskiing, wakeboarding, personal warercraf,
sailing, and windsurfing are permitted on the
lake’s main body. A 5-mph speed limit is en-
forced around the coves, and a 15-mph speed
limit is enforced across the lake after sunset.
Swimming access is available all along the

shoreline; a popular spot is at Wrig
located off the lake’s entrance road;
Directions: From Stockton, drivg
Highway 26 for about 35 miles
Springs and Hogan Dam Road.
and drive 1.5 miles to Hogan Park:
left and drive one mile to South Pg
Road. Turn left and drive 0.25 m
campground ac the lake, on the rig ,
Contact: U.S. Army Corps of E
Sacramento District, 209/772-1628;,

AHOE AND THE
lORTHERN SIERRA

R$T LAKES & RIVERS

[8 Family Destinations
ettiest Lakes e
ine | ake, page 208 ver rm.xm. umomm e ,
het | uke, page 221 Lake Alpine, pag
| Hole Reservoir, page 230 @ Rafting

b 257 Middle Fork American River, page 227
nelly Reservoir, page

Peat-In Camping
ke 1nhoe, page 231
lo Valley Reservoir, page 238
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Map 9.4

Sites 17-18
Pages 322-323

Rating: 7

jpage 305
o Lake Resort is basically a big water
gk 1'he ateractions include the famous
v Manteca Water Slides, “river rapid”
video arcades, a roller-skating rink,
ronnds, bungee jumping, a movie the-
j bingo. and a softball field. This is one
futpest water-based theme parks in the
bty And for those who want to spend
¢ than one day here, there’s a 400-site

o Pixley

~
(o9

QEarti
Colonel Allensworth rmart

State Historic Park
round.

v site is adjacent to the San Joaquin
. with the park covering 375 acres of
1 land, including the 75-acre Oakwood
. Note tha life jackets are required for all
ing, part in water sports on the lake. There
crappie, and catfish in the

L Q Atlensworth

el

it Ocm_m:o

Lake Woollomes

O McFarland Dass, bluegill,
¢, hut only resort campers are permitted to

h or use the lake.

{iet the big picture? Right, this is the kind

¢ where you bring the youngsters on

Jot summer day so they can have the time

O
Blackwells
Corner

@l 1heir lives.

E Ascess: There is no boat ramp.

Pacllities, fees: A nmaﬁmnoc:&, restrooms,
showers, an RV dump station, a store, coin
lagoon,

\\\/ %

22 Shafter
fas)

Buttonwillow 22

o]

lsundry, propane gas, 2 swimming
watcrslides, organized activities, and a stocked
7% acre lake are available. Children’s kayaks
ate available for rent. A fee is charged for day
wwe and fishing.

Water sports, restrictions: Rowboats, boats
kayaks, inflata-

Gs)

ﬂiw,m; State
<O MeKittrick eserve

\Em:m:ﬁ Vista

uatic' Rec Area
- with electric motors, canoes,
hics, sailing, and windsurfing are permitted.

No gas motors. No swimming. Life jackets are

Ford
O Cit
Taft® ’ required atall times. Only campers are permit-
(3) 1ed to use the lake. Open weekends from May
Maricopa through September and daily from mid-June
o through Labor Day.

Carrizo Plain

N;
ational Monument birections: Take Highway 120 to Airport Way

{two miles east of Manteca). Turn south on
Airport Way and drive 0.5 mile to Woodward

Way. Turn right and drive two miles to the

park entrance.
Contact: Oakwood Lake Resort, 209/239-

2500, www.oakwoodlake.com.

A SAN LUIS RESERVOIR
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SAgREan
Rating: 6

near Gilroy in San Luis Reservoir State
Recreation Area

Map 9.1, page 305

San Luis Reservoir is literally a water hole, and
it’s one of the biggest water holes imaginable.
The primarily stark, artificial reservoir was
built on the edge of the San Joaquin Valley
for the sole purpose of storing water on line
with the California Aqueduct. When pumped
full, usually by spring, it covers 13,800 acres
and has 65 miles of shoreline. By fall the water
gets drawn way down, and its vast, barren ap-
pearance can seem quite stark. The elevation
is 575 feet.

Build a water-storage facility and you get
an interesting by-product: opportunities for
boating and recreation. In this area though,
most boaters head instead to the adjoining
O’Neill Forebay (see the O'Neill Forebay list-
ing in this chapter), which has full facilities,
boat rentals, and a large beach.

That leaves San Luis, which is largely un-
developed, to be used primarily by anglers,
water-skiers, and windsurfers. The Depart-

of Water Resources tries to fill this lake
in winter. When many res-

ment
as early as possible
ervoirs on the southwest slope of the Sierra are
still largely empty, San Luis can be more than
90 percent full. This huge expanse of water
can reach its highest levels from late March
through mid-May.

In the spring and early summer, boaters
should use extreme caution on San Luis. That
is because the wind comes caterwauling out
of the west, pounding the lake as it roars on
its course from Monterey Bay to the San Joa-
quin Valley. Lights and horns have even been
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_:mwm:nm to alert boaters to get off the lake
during dangerous wind warnings.

Most of the year the winds are tolerable
mwo:mr to present a significant challenge to
gﬂ:&mﬂ:monm. The stark, vast surroundings and
choppy water don’t add much ambi
affair, however. bienectothe

m:mﬁ:oa temperatures can occasionally
exceed 100 degrees, but eveni
e ings are usually
. M.m: h:mm. is well known for its striped bass
ishing. This is best in the fall, when the strip-
ers nTmmm schools of baitfish on the lake surface

‘During the winter, tule fog is common .
Regardless, boater use is significant in the
summer when the winds are down, and this
enormous reservoir provides plenty of space
M%B@wmnm to the oft-cramped quarters of
: Neill Forebay. After all, just combine a
:mm&voaw of cool water and a hot climate
provide a boat, and this is wh V
, ere ma
are apt to come, Y peoe
Access: Two
paved launch
Access: nch ramps are
ﬂm.o::.om. fees: Campgrounds, restrooms
with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking
water, an RV dump station, and picnic areas
are available. A store, coin laundry, a gas sta-
tion, a restaurant, and propane gas are nearby.
W:Eu:mm can be obrained in Gilroy and ﬁom.
anos. Fees are charged i
ged for day use, i
for boat launching, e ncluding
Emmmﬂ sports, restrictions: /x\m:na_ﬂ::m
wa n.vom:&:mv and personal watercraft are
ww::_:n&. Sailing, windsurfing, and swim-
ming are allowed, although there are no d
veloped beaches. i
W_nmo:ozm" To San Luis Creek boat ramp:
HMoB. Los Banos, take Highway 152 west for
! .::_mm to the park entrance (marked San
m:_w Creek State Recreation Area/O’Neill
orebay). Turn right and drive 1.5 miles to
the boat ramp,
o .7_10 Basalt boat ramp: From Los Banos, take
ighway 152 west for 12 miles to Gonzaga
W.wm& (the park entrance road). Turn left and
drive four miles to the boat ramp

To Dinosaur Point: Take High
the west side of San Luis Reservel
:o.mmr: Point Road. Turn east on §
Point Road and continue to the bol
at the road’s end. 1
Contact: San Luis Reservoir State R
Area, Four Rivers District, 209/826;

B O'NEILL FOREBAY
SosEEaD

near Los Banos in San Luis Reservoir
Recreation Area
Map 9.1, page 305
moBoaBnm bigger is not better, and th
is proven at San Luis Reservoir Statg
ation Area. O'Neill Forebay s the licclg §
of the adjacent and giant San Luis Re
_u:.ﬂ even though it’s by far the smalleag
pair, the opportunities for boating and|
sports are far more atrractive here,  §
.O“ZQ: Forebay covers 2,000 surfaeg
with 14 miles of shoreline, providing ¢|
reation for the recreation area. Whered
me: reservoir is used primarily for
O.Zn:_ Forebay caters to swimmers
skiers, and personal watercraft. Even p
however, will be pleased here, as there apag
huge striped bass roaming these water
% large developed beach is availz bl
swimmers, complete with outdoor shef
for rinsing off. Boaters can dock at the b
to have lunch, go for a swim, and then §
back out on the water to ski. Windsur
decent, but in the spring winds can ge!

m .
§ gusty as at San Luis, driving everybody
the water.

.OVZQ: Forebay is a very artractive . |
».:o: lake, but sometimes it can be too u:).. u
tive. Weekends and holidays May thrg
A.unmovﬂ can get so congested that some fig
simply surrender and head over to San |
Reservoir in order to avoid the crowds ” 4
surfers, who like having some room R.v 200 ”
are the most likely to flee. ,

E ')y San Luis Creek boat launch: Drive on

B 1ance road
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hidden coves, inlets, and lake arms to fish and
explore by boat, including the upper Stanislaus
River Canyon. It is set in the valley foothills at
an elevation of 1,085 feet, between the historic
mining towns of Angels Camp and Sonora.
New Melones is established as one of Cal-
ifornia’s top recreation lakes. One of the best
things at New Melones is that day use is free,
including boat launching and parking, as well
as access for hiking or mountain biking. The

Jake rises significantly every spring as the Si-
s melting on the western

forebay is home of many of the big-
piped bass caught in California history,
ing the world record for landlocked
hass.
that the Medeiros boat ramp has been
B aincc 9/11. Towill not reopen. In addi-
0 scu ity concerns, there were problems
faunching in low water here.
posi A paved launch ramp is available.
Jities, tees: Two campgrounds, chemical
», drinking water, and showers are avail-
. Fees are charged for day usc, including
Fhoat launching.
or sports, restrictions: Waterskiing,
ehoarding, and personal watercraft are
b 111l All boaters must wear life jackets.
daurfing and swimming are allowed; a
, nandy beach is available on the west side

erra snowpack start
slopes below Sonora Pass.

A day on the lake here is nearly guaranteed
witch wildlife sightings. Osprey blue herons,
and bald eagles are common right now. So
are turtles on rocks along the shore up the
lake arms.

In summer, the place gets very crowded on
weekends. On holiday weekends, the areas
mble something like
Once on the water,

lhe (orebay.

ations: Take Highway 152 ro San Luis
pvoir (12 miles west of Los Banos) to the
wl lorebay entrance road. Turn north and

v to the forebay and beach area.

near boat ramps can rese
an aquatic zoo on parade.
you can always find your own hideaway, since
the lake is so big. In addition, weekdays are
much more quiet.

Temperatures are warm in the summer, and
the surface waters are perfect for waterskiing,
wnamoum_ watercraft, and swimming. The con-
ditions are often excellent for waterskiing. A
slatom course is available at Peoria Cove. The
water-ski season doesn’t usually get underway
until Memorial Day Weekend.

Between fishing for bass or trout and wild-
life watching, you might flip a three-sided
die and have it land on its side, it’s that good.
Lake records: brown trout, 12.7 pounds; black
bass, 12.98 pounds; spotted bass, 7 pounds;
catfish, 36 pounds.

There is so much water that low-speed an-
glers and high-speed boaters have room to stay

out of each other’s way. For the most part,
anglers stick to the Jake’s upper arms, while
the high-speed boaters head to the more open,

main lake body.
All water sports are @nn:::nm. Waterskiing

.wrs:_v\ 152 to San Luis Reservoir (12 miles

1+ of Los Banos) and the signed campground
(15 miles west of Los Banos).
Bantinue straight and drive two miles to the
T ound, on the left, and continue to the

Hl np.
fontact: San Luis Reservoir State Recreation

pew. bour Rivers District, 209/826-1196, fax
0/%26-0284.

LONES RESERVOIR
=e

Rating: 9

fAear Sonora

Pep 9.2, page 306

New Melones is the fourch largest
fke in California, behind only Shasta, Oro-
ville, and Trinity. When full, it is huge, cov-

erlng 12,500 acres with more than 100 miles
ol shoreline, so there’s plenty of room forall  and houseboating are particularly popular.

ng and water sports. There are countless ~ When there are afternoon winds, common in

artificial

boati
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the spring and early summer, it is possible to
windsurf. Swimming is limited to the swim-
ming beach; elsewhere the shoreline is fairly
rocky or tree-lined.

Rafters may hate this lake, since it flooded
the famed Camp Nine run on the Stanislaus
River, but boaters love it.

Access: There are three paved boat ramps,
two at Glory Hole Recreation Area and one
at Tuttletown Recreation Area.
Facilities, fees: A full-service marina, rentals
for fishing boats, pontoon boats, ski boats,
personal watercraft and houseboats, moor-
ings, bait and tackle, and boat storage are
available at New Melones Lake Marina. Five
campgrounds, restrooms with flush toilets,
drinking water, showers, an RV dump sta-
tion, and picnic areas are available nearby.
Supplies can be obtained in Sonora. Day use
and boat launching are free. A fee is charged
for camping.
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, wa-
terskiing, wakeboarding, personal watercraft,
sailing, and windsurfing are permitted. A
sandy swimming beach is available at Glory
Hole Recreation Area, on the Angel Arm of
the lake.
Directions: To Tuttletown: From Sonora, take
Highway 49 north to Reynolds Ferry Road.
Turn left and drive about two miles to the en-
trance road for Tuttletown Recreation Area.
To Glory Hole: From Manteca, take High-
way 120 east (it becomes Highway 108) to
Jamestown and Rawhide Road. Turn left and
drive five miles to Highway 49. Turn left and
drive 10 miles to Whittle Road (signed New
Melones, with Glory Hole Sports on the left).
Turn left on Whittle and drive five miles to
the marina and boat launch.
Contact: New Melones Administrative Of-
fice, 209/536-9094; New Melones Visi-
tors Center, 209/536-9094; New Melones
Lake Marina, 209/785-3300; Whistle
Stop, Jamestown, 209/984-5554; Glory
Hole Sports, Angels Camp, 209/736-4333,
www.gloryholesports.com.
Guides: Sierra Sportfishing, Ripon,

gnmplete with developed facilities. The
jmyround here is at South Shore.
Bther surprise at this lake: It’s one of the
erawdad fishing.

I'here are two paved boat ramps, at
il h Marina on the south shore, and on
h shore (see Directions this listing).
, fees: Marinas with boat taunches,
) wnd docks are available at both the
fthore and south shore. Lodging, a
pund, picnic areas, drinking water,
x with showers, coin laundry, an RV
thn, convenience stores, a restaurant,
Bar arc available. Fees are charged for
b, bt launching, and camping.
‘gperts, restrictions: Powerboats,
hiing. wakeboarding, personal water-
Biiling, and windsurfing are permitted.
mly swimming beaches are available
Shore and North Shore. A 5-mph
Bimit (signed) is enforced on a six-mile
. the luke.
ast lrom Manteca, take Highway
¥ (It hecomes Highway 108/120) to
Mg, (untinue east for 13 miles to the
hore/ Tulloch Road on the left. Turn
rive 4.6 miles to the campground
and gatehouse, at the south shore of
Julloch. Vor the north shore, continue
More miles on Highway 108/120 to
v Verry Road. Turn left and drive to
ahore.
| .ake Tulloch Resort, 209/785-2286
#9082 286; Lake Tulloch Campground
s, 209/881-0107.

209/599-2023; Reel Adventures
vice, Modesto, 209/571-9748;. Bl
Guide Service, Twain Harte,s
2383; Sale’s Guide Service, 5308
Bassin’ 1A Guide Service, 209/ "
Fishnetters, 866/565-2633; Golf
Sportfishing, 209/848-2746; Higl
Service, 209/533-2330; Hook Ryl
Service, 209/384-1133; Randf
209/543-6260. :

B LAKE TULLOCH
SREnEan

near Jamestown
Map 9.2, page
Tulloch is set in two canyons th
each other, like a giant X, and
never see the other canyon. The o}
the afterbay for New Melones
water that fills Lake Tulloch com
New Melones Dam on the nort
of the X. These extended lake a
reservoir a total of 55 miles of shey
clevation is 500 feer. i
The shape of the lake has an eff
ing. Because the water is basically.
canyons, the waterway is relativg
Anglers and powerboaters live .
for the most part due to the ma
a six-mile long arm with an enfol§
speed limit. v
Unlike many reservoirs in the fo ,
try, Tulloch is nearly always filled §
If you pick your spots well, wing
swimming can also be excellent,
for windsurfing is along the north ¥
the most predictable wind can be{
because this lake lies in a deep e
can be erratic. In addition, windsy
advised on summer weckends, wiy

BODWARD RESERVOIR
pREan
: Rating: 8

ale In Woodward Reservoir
rk

306 . ;
¢ of the best sailing lakes in North-
Regattas are held through the

row lake is swarming with speedba
danger factor is raised a few notel
Both of the lake’s resorts offer gl

ming opportunities. Each has | it Is also very popular for windsurf-

i
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ing. Woodward’s nickname, in fact, is “Wind-
ward Reservoir.”

Woodward covers 2,900 acres with 23 miles
of shoreline, set in the rolling foothills just
north of Oakdale at an elevation of 210 feet.

A plus is that user conflicts have been solved
here. The only solution to the waterskiing vs.
fishing conflict is to separate the two groups.
At Woodward Reservoir that is exactly what
has happened. May cach go thine own separate
way and live in peace and happiness.

The two large coves on the lake’s south and
east ends, as well as the area behind Whale
Island, are for low-speed boats only; no water-
skiing or personal watercraft. Meanwhile, the
jet boats have full run of the main lake, where
they can make all the fun they want. This is
an example of the correct way to organize a
recreational lake.

All boating is allowed, but note the afore-
mentioned restrictions designed to prevent
user conflicts. The best area for windsurfing
is at Office Poin, located on the west side of
the lake, near the marina. This is also the best
place for swimming.

Trout are stocked here from October
through March. By spring, bass fishing takes
the top spot among anglers.

Because this is one of the largest reservoirs

in the area near Modesto and Stockron, it
gets lots of local traffic, especially on sum-
mer weekends. It can be extremely hot here in
July and August, and by the end of summer,
jumping in the lake may feel like stepping into
a large hot tub.
Access: Three boat ramps are available: a
paved, multilane ramp at the marina (at the
entrance, turn left at the stop sign), a paved
ramp at Area X (at the stop sign, turn right),
and another paved ramp at Heron Point (at
the stop sign, turn right).

Facilities, fees: Drinking water, flush toilets,

showers, Q:.:—um_ﬁoc:&V three boat ramps, a

marina, mooring, boat ramp, dry boat storage,

and some equestrian facilities are available. An

entrance fee is charged per vehicle per day; a

boat-launching fee is also charged.
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Part of the lake’s rebirth is a $1.87 million
renovation at Heron Point, on the south shore of
the lake, that includes a new boat ramp, parking,
fish-cleaning station, and other facilities. This
will greatly help congestion thac has been a pain
in the butt at the old one-lane ramp here.
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, wa-
terskiing, wakeboarding, personal watercraft,
sailing, and windsurfing are permitted. Swim-
ming is available at Office Point, near the ma-
rina; ¢his is also the best spot for launching
sailboards.

Directions: From Manteca, take Highway 120
east (it becomes Highway 108) for 20 miles to
Oakdale and the junction with County Road
J14/26 Mile Road. Turn left and drive four
miles to Woodward Reservoir.

Contact: Woodward Reservoir County
Park, 209/847-3304 or 209/525-6750,
www.co.stanislaus.ca.us; Bob’s Marine,
209/551-2165.

B STANISLAUS RIVER
EEpn

Rating: 10

below New Melones Lake to beiow
Knights Ferry
Map 9.2, page 306
You get everything from heaven to hell on the
Stanislaus River, sometimes on the same day.

Two runs are available, the Goodwin Can-
yon Run, which is exciting, even scary, and
challenging, and the Knights Ferry Run, an
easy float. Here are the details of both, fol-
lowed by a synopsis of the Camp Nine Run.

As it pours through an untouched gran-
ite canyon in a wilderness setting, Goodwin
Canyon Run is a strerch of water that can only
be called beautiful. The Class V white water
is exciting and difficult, winding through a
narrow canyon with steep rapids and drops.
The highlights are Mr. Toad’s (Class IV+),
Matterhorn (Class V-VT), Pinball (Class I11),
and Haunted House (Class IV+). Marterhorn
is treated like an off-ramp by many rafters who
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choose to portage this scary and som :
dangerous piece of white water. 9
Note that this river section can b
only when the water masters see fit to ¢
enough water downstream to get it going
means it can’t be run every year. When j
be run, there is sometimes very short '
Knights Ferry Run: Not to worry, & :
an easy float, all Class I water with one4
I1 rapid, Russian Rapid. Rafts and ke
can be rented at Sunshine River Adven
and River Journey, which also provide sy
services. The Knights Ferry Run is a g
opportunity for newcomers, and most peg
adoprt the do-it-yourself approach, altern
between paddling and floating, and stop
occasionally to jump in and swim. Half-de§
multiday trips can be arranged, dependiny
one’s schedule. Most people take out wi
10 miles of Knights Ferry, but it is possi
float about 45 miles downstream, all che
to the San Joaquin River confluence.
This listing wouldn’t be complete wit
historical note. Before New Melones Dam §
completed in 1982, the Camp Nine run onj§
Stanislaus above Melones Reservoir was conf
ered one of the prime stretches of water inyf
state and was run more often than any other
When the New Melones Dam was builr,
the dam backed up water so far that it co
the entire Camp Nine Run. Now it can onlyd
run in drought conditions, that is, when the |nf
is very low and river reappears again. This
occurred just a few times in the past 20
What you will find then is the deepest limestoi§
canyon in the country: dramatic canyon beau
plenty of excitement, one mind-bending rapl}
seclusion, and great swimming,
Access: No boat ramp is available. :
* Goodwin Canyon Run: To reach the pu
from Oakdale, drive east on Highway 108/1 )
for 17 miles to Tulloch Road. Turn left a
drive north to the river. Put in 0.5 mile dow
stream from the dam. Take out four mil§
downstream at Knights Ferry, just down frof
the bridge. Note: This river section is rareg
Class V and is for experts only; people haw

Did I say giant? When full, it covers nearly
13,000 surface acres with 160 miles Om,mroqm.
line. Not only do the lake arms extend far, but
they harbor zillions of hidden coves and secret

: at, cam
spots where you can park your boat, P

ned attempting this run. It can be run
y when water is released from the dam up-
. Some years, low flows make it impos-
1o run. Call for conditions. .
pights Ferry Run: From Oakdale, drive
bt on [Highway 108/120 to ﬁrm. town of
ighits Ferry. Putin at the new bridge. The
midurd take-out is eight miles downstream
! {unge Blossom Park, although there are
yul other access points.
litles, fees: Campgrounds are available
kil New Melones Lake and at _A:.,m.vﬁm
. ty. Rafts and kayaks can be rented at River
bguincy: kayaks and canoes can be 33.&
i !«_:mrm:n Rafting Adventures. Supplies
! available along Highway 4. Access is free.
pl1ing permits are not required.
of sports, restrictions: Rafts and kayaks are
mitted where appropriate. The river is gener-
fly 100 dangerous for swimming upstream of
) nights Ferry, although there are some good
fmming areas that can be accessed by boat.

swim, play in the water, and fish.
Temperatures soat here in the summer be-
cause the lake is set low, atan 800-foot a_m.,ﬁ\
tion. To protect yourself from the sun, it is
critical that you have a canvas canopy on your
boat and bring along a light tarp with mx.ﬁmm
and rope. That done, prepare to have @5 ﬂmam
of your life on Don Pedro. The water is often
lukewarm on top and cool a few feet down,
perfect for water sports. _—
The best areas for waterskiing are just instde
the lake arms, where the water is Jargely shel-
cered from wind, yet large enough for plenty
of space. Because anglers HQ.K_ to head well
up the narrow lake arms and into coves, con-
flicts with water-skiers are less common than
at many lakes. Personal iummﬂnnmmﬁ.nm.: cause
problems, however, if cheir riders zip into the
coves and disrupt low-speed boaters. 4
Don Pedro has one designated swimming
area at Fleming Meadows, located on the

bl t Knighes Ferry off Highway  south shore. There is a fairly sandy beach here
Hgvallable nea

ion stand. On the lake’s
is listi ecific  and a nearby concession s
w2, See deces this isting, for 9 northern end there are no beach areas, but

AN i either from the shoreline
; Sontact: All Outdoors Whitewater Rafting,

#0107 247-2387, www.aorafring.com; .wmv\o:m
 Limits, 800/234-7238, www.rivertrip.com;
L Niver Journey, 209/847-4671 or 800/292-
3938, www.riverjourney.com; Sunshine
f Rul1ing Adventures, 800/829-7238,

E www.rafradventure.com.

w5t rcam, swimming is available at mn<anw_
tk along Highway 108/120. A good one is
K niphis Ferry Resortin Knights Ferry. .

#irections: Below New Melones, access is

people swim anyway, ; horel
o by jumping off their boats. mo.Ba shoreline
areas have quick drop-offs, so children .mroca
always wear life jackets and be mcmmmw_mwm. ,
Hey, newcomers, here’s a great _:.ma.mﬂ s
note: The lake’s northern, upper end m.:m ina
deep, narrow canyon. Itis ideal for fishing and
other low-speed use, such as paddling a canoe
or kayak, or floating about in a n.wmﬁ
The lake gets sufficient wind in the mm%?
noon to make sailing and 2.5%:%.5.“?:_%
popular. The best areas for these mnﬁ.?_:am are
at the lake’s southern end, which is .r:ma_%
open and receives more predictable .é_:&m.
This is also one of the best fishing lakes
in the foothill country. Bass, trout, mm_Bo.:,
redear sunfish, catfish, crappie, and bluegill
provide good fishing.

| B LAKE DON PEDRO
gceEAEREEal

Rating: 8
northeast of Modesto
Wep 9.2, page 306 E;a
on Pedro is a giant lake with many extende
Jake arms and one of the best boating and

recreation lakes in California.
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. The big problem at Don Pedro is thar i
is subject to drawdowns from midsummer
&Hocmr early fall. Low water also creates con-
siderable boating hazards, and water-skie
should pay special attention at all times :
>n.ommm" There are boat ramps at ZOnmm&:
Point, Blue Oaks, and Flaming Meadows
campgrounds. See Directions, this listing
wmo_ ties, fees: Full-service marinas with mmrl
ing Uﬁ.vmr houseboat, and pontoon boat rentals
mooring, boat storage, motor repairs, and vmmm
and tackle are available at Lake Don Pedro
Marina (south shore) and Moccasin Point
.Zma:m (north shore). Campgrounds, boat-
in campsites, restrooms with flush Hc__mﬁm and
showers, an RV dump station, picnic areas,

snack bars, a café, a convenience store, coin
laundry, and gas are available. Some mmnuzamm
are wheelchair-accessible. Fees are charged mo,n
day use, boar launching, and camping

Ew.»m_, sports, restrictions: Powerboats .<<m87
,.La::m, wakeboarding, personal Emnmnna,mﬂ sail-
_:m._ and windsurfing are permitted. A m‘m,:m
swimming beach is available on the south mroqvm\
at Fleming Meadows Picnic Area.

Directions: The following are directions to the
reservoir's campgrounds and boat ramps.

.Ho Moccasin Point: From Manteca, take
Highway 120 east (it becomes Iwm,rs\m
108/120) for 30 miles to the Highway _Nov\\
<o.mn::8 exit. Bear right on Highway 120 and
drive 11 miles to Jacksonville Road. Turn left
on Jacksonville Road and drive a short distance
to the campground and lake, on the right

To Blue Oaks: From Manteca, rake T:,r-
Ew% 120 east to Oakdale (the road vmno:mgnn
Highway 120/108). Continue east on Hi r,\
way 108 for 20 miles to La Grange Wo»m&mmc
Am_mmm& Don Pedro Reservoir). Turn right on

fw Grange Road and drive 10 miles to Bonds

Mr.ﬁ mea. Turn left on Bonds Flat Road and
rive 0.5 mile to the

o campground and boat
To Fleming Meadows: From Manteca

take Highway 120 east to Oakdale (the SM&,

becomes Highway 120/108). Continue east

on Highway 108 for 20 miles to La Grange

Road/]59 (signed Don Pedro Wes
Turn right on La Grange Road and
miles to Bonds Flac Road. Turn left o
Flat Road and drive 2.5 miles to the
ground and boat ramp, on the left. 4
Contact: Don Pedro Lake Recreation
209/852-2396, www.donpedrolake.cg
Pedro Marina, 209/852-2369; Moccasind
209/989-2206. y
Guides: Sierra Sportfishing, N
209/599-2023; Reel Adventures O.:
vice, Modesto, 209/571-9748; Fish'
Guide Service, Twain Harte, 209/586 ‘
Bassin 1A Guide Service, 209/586-41864
Country Sportfishing, 209/848-2746

i

B MODESTO RESERV
OIR 3
SREREan

Ratl

near Modesto
Map 9.2, page 306
Modesto Reservoir is a big lake, covef

2,800 acres with 31 miles of shoreline,
the hot foothill country.

This is one of the first recreation la .
the Central Valley to advertise “MTBE
waters.” To keep it that way, boaters must. \
gas .Hrm: does not contain MTBE. Som
stations provide MBTE-free gas. You .
show proof that the gas in your boat has b
m:novmmw& from such a station. MTBE-§
fuel is available at the lake. ,,

Waterskiing is excellent in the main
body. Anglers head to the southern sho ,
the lake, which is loaded with submerged
and coves and is also protected by a 5-mg
speed limit. Fishing for bass is good, tho ,.
the fish are often small. 5

The reservoir is set at 200 feet on the edg
of the Central Valley, where it gets very hot f§
days upon days in the summer. The proxim 4
to, uh... what's the name of that town? Q
yeah, Modesto, that’s it... and the a?nnmn. re§
.Rmao: opportunities make it very popular,
it often gets extremely crowded in the mC:w.

k

fat ¢

p primitive
gond idea to bring

ths. On weekends the scene can be wild,
fust boats and lots of liquid refreshments
budy oil flowing fast and furious.

Bn uddition to good waterskiing and jet

{ng, the swimming in Modesto Reser-

Bt is grear. The best spots for swimming

playing in che water are neat the day-use
v, where a 5-mph speed limit is in effect
hoaters stay well clear of the near shore.
nsures calm water for nonboaters. Water
In fluctuate greatly.
{ne of the great things about the place is
hoat-in camping. Many coves at the lake’s
uthern end provide an opportunity to set
self-made boat-in campsites. It’s
a shovel in order to dig
t n flat spot for sleeping, something that
ulten necessary when boat-in camping at
PENCIVOIT.

gess: Two paved boat ramps are available:

we at che marina, located on the south shore

ut west of the campgrounds, and one on the

wervoir’s west side, off Rio Linda Drive.

% cliities, fees: Om:ﬁmnocsmr picnic areas,

§rinking water, restrooms with flush toilets,

thowers, an RV dump station, a marina, a

 yneck bar, a store, and propane gas are avail-

ahle. Fees are charged for day use and boat
lsunching.

[ Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, wa-
b jenskiing, wakeboarding, wmnmosm# watercraft,
wlling, and windsurfing are permitted. A
4. uph speed limit is enforced on the lake’s

southern arm and around the day-use areas.
Waterskiing and personal watercraft are per-
mitted in designated areas. Sandy swimming
heiches are available at various spots around
the shoreline; there’s a aammm:uﬁ& swimming
Wiea next to the marina.

Directions: From Modesto, take Highway 132

eust for 16 miles (past Waterford) to Reservoir
Road. Turn left (north) on Reservoir Road and

\ontinue to the reservoir.

Contact: Stanislaus County, Parks and Recre-

ation, 209/525-6750, www.co.stanislaus.ca.us

Modesto Reservoir Regional Park, 209/874-

1540; Modesto Marina, 209/874-1340.
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TURLOCK LAKE
Flalilaladeda

Rating: 7

east of Modesto in Turlock Lake State
Recreation Area
Map 9.2, page 306 .
Turlock Lake covers 3,500 acres and has 26
miles of shoreline. New Melones Reservoir
feeds Turlock Lake with cold, fresh water in
the spring. Because chis water comes from the
bottom of New Melones, the lake is cooler
than many San Joaquin Valley reservoirs, with
surface temperatures usually ranging 65-74°F
in late spring and summer, when other lakes

in the region are 75-82°F. If you prefer cool
ing is great and the excel-

big and sandy, are a

water, the swimm
lent swimming beaches,
special highlight.

But get this: The developed facilities—ma-
rina, grocery store, and gas station—are gone.
That's right, the owner folded his tent and said
adios. Lacking these facilities, Turlock Lake

is one of the more primitive major recreation

sites in the valley.
Tt does still getalot of traffic. Turlock Lake

has become far more family oriented than the
old days when fast jet boats dominated the
scene. One major factor in the personality
change is that alcohol is no longer allowed
on the lake or beaches, which keeps away the
rowdiest folks.

When you atrive on the entrance road, note
that the first beach you come 1o is the “fam-
ily” beach, where people cake their kids, and
where the nonboaters hang out. Drive farther
down the road and you will arrive at another
beach known as Ski Beach; this is where the
recreational boaters tend to group.

In addition to waterskiing, wakeboarding
and personal watercraft are pretry popular
at Turlock. Although permitted, sailing and
windsurfing do not attract much traffic.
Access: A paved boat ramp and dock are lo-
cated on the northwest shore, about one mile
cast of the Lake Road turnoft.

Facilities, fees: A campground is one mile

5
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mcwmw on the Tuolumne River. Picnic areas with
drinking water and restrooms are provided
.moaa facilities are wheelchair-accessible. Ther :
is a day-use fee and boat launch fee. . )
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, wa-
Hawm._n::mu wakeboarding, personal émﬂmmmgmﬁ
m.E_Emv and windsurfing are permitted %ozu_m
find large, sandy swimming Vnmnram. at th
day-use area. ’
Directions: From Modesto, go east on High-
way 132 for 14 miles to Waterford. Oo:am:m
eight miles on Highway 132 to Roberts Ferr
Road. Turn right and drive one mile to hmww
Road. Turn left and drive two miles to the
campground, on the left.
Contact: Turlock Lake State Recreation Area
209/874-2008 or 209/874-2056, www.park v
ca.gov (click on Find A Park). e

) LAKE McCLURE
DREEON

Rating: 7
east of Modesto
Map 9.2, page 306 :
mo.E.m people think that Lake McClure and
m&odism Lake McSwain (see the Lake Me-
Swain listing in this chaprer) appear to be the
same lake. That will teach them to think. Even
though McClure and McSwain are noEWaQ&
by the Merced River, they are two separate
lakes, each with its own unique identity.
McClure is the giant, a huge I‘mrmv&.?ﬁ
thar covers more than 7,000 surface acres with
82 miles of shoreline. The water is warmer and
.ﬁwﬁn is more water sports activity here, includ-
ing skiing, wakeboarding, and houseboatin
The elevation is 900 feet. ¢
) This is a full-facility recreation area that of:
ters m_mﬁ_ovn& campgrounds, picnic areas, and
boating services. Waterskiing, personal éwﬁﬁ.
craft, and houseboating are all very popular
In the summer the place can get crowded vcw
for the most part everybody seems to be r%i:
the time of their lives. In the off-season, i <
low to moderate use. e

Lirange and then continue for about 17
(oward Coulterville) to the north end of
MClure and the campground entrance
i the right side of the road. Turn right
5 dtive 0.5 mile to the campground and

Swimming is pretty much limited
goons in the campgrounds, which hii
sunbathing areas. Although swimmf
prohibited in the lake, you'll rarely of
swimming or playing along the sho
because of the typically steep drop-of
common sight is that of folks using
as swimming platforms, jumping in, ,.
water, floating around, and then scad
back into the boat for a repear perfo

Fishing for bass is best on the le
.Hrn “H” near Cotton Creek. Fishing
is best on the right half of the “H.™

because of differences in water temp

Jaunch. c

b Hur1ete Cove: From Modesto, take High-
182 cast for 31 miles to La Grange and
vomtinue abour 11 miles (toward Coul-
Ulle) 10 Merced Falls Road. Turn right and i
(hree miles to the campground entrance
¢ left. Turn left and drive a mile to the
—.n::::r on the left side of the road.
Bugby Recreation Area: From Modesto,
Ilighway 132 east for 31 miles to La
pge and then continue for 20 miles to
plicrville and the junction with Highway
h 'Turn souch on Highway 49, drive about
i miles, cross the bridge, and look for the
ﬁ::::a entrance, on the left side of the
d. ‘lurn left and drive 0.25 mile to the
_i:::&.
atact: Lake McClure Recreation Area,
po/408-8889, www.lakemcclure.com; Horse-
¢ Bend Recreation Area, 209/878-3452;
ke McClure Marina, 209/378-2441.
. (suides: Sierra m_uo:m._mrm:mv Ripon,
11)/599-2023; Reel Adventures Guide Ser-
,.‘.‘.:.. Modesto, 209/571-9748; Fish'n Dan’s
B4 lc Service, Twain Harte, 209/586-2383.

in these two areas.
Access: Paved boat ramps are located
rett Cove, McClure Point, Horsesho#
and Bagby. See Directions, this listingd
ﬂmn:_.»_om. fees: Full-service marin
mooring are available at McClure Polnil
rett Cove, and Bagby. Barrett Cove )
rents fishing boats, ski boats, personal
craft, houseboats, and pontoon boats
Clure Point rents fishing boats and v.A
vwmﬂ.m. Campgrounds, fish-cleaning st
picnic areas, restrooms with flush toile
showers, convenience stores, snack barg
laundry, RV dump stations, and gas are ¢
able ac all major access points. Fees are ch
for day use and boat launching.
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats,
skiing, wakeboarding, and personal im_ﬂ ‘
arc allowed. Sailing and windsurfing a ;
H,,E:&. but winds are usually light. The
r:w has no swimming beaches, but ther
swimming lagoons at each recreation argl§
Directions: To McClure Point Recres
Area: From Turlock, take County Road
east for 19 miles to the junction with Hi
59. Continue east on Highway mo\ﬂw
Womm J16 for 4.5 miles to Snelling, and ¥
:mrﬁ at Lake McClure Road. Drive s
miles to Lake McSwain Dam and cont
for seven miles to the end of the road, to ,
campground and boat launch.
To Horseshoe Bend Recreation Area: F
Modesto, take Highway 132 east for 31 mi

 LAKE McSWAIN
nEEED

Rating: 5

E gast of Modesto

‘ 9.2,page 306 o
, you find that adjacent Lake McClure is sim-
ﬂ_v. 1o large and filled with too many big, fast

wits, then lictle Lake McSwain provides a
 perfect nearby alternative. You won't have to
suntend with the crowds that descend on Mc-
(lure to the east because this lake is small, wa-
g is prohibited, and the water is much

this

terskiin
0 older. If you have a canoe or car-top boat,
L lake is preferable to Lake McClure.

to McClure, but the water level is usually near
full capacity here. That makes it the more at-

tractive option,
when McClure can lock almost barren in

is the afterbay for Lake McClure on the Mer-

ced River.

Clure. It is quite small, and the campground
fills up fast on summer weekends,
tions should be made in advance.
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McSwain may be like a puddle compared

especially in low water years

omparison by late fall. McSwain, of course,

Although McSwain is developed, recreation
key than at big brother Mc-

s far more low-

SO reserva-

It is used primarily by anglers. The lake is
stocked with trout and fishing is often good.
Several fishing derbies are held here each year.

Another bright spot is that much of the
shoreline is favorable for swimming, and
there’s even a good, sandy beach. However,
the lake is colder because the water tha fills

McSwain comes from the bottom of McClure
Dam. But that cold water is what makes the
trout fishing better here than at McClure.
Access: A paved boat ramp is available next
to Lake McSwain Marina, located on Lake
McClure Road.
Facilities, fees: A full-service marina is
available with rentals for fishing boats and
pedal boats. A campground, drinking water,
s with showers, an RV dump station,
a Emwmnocnav asnack bar,anda
y. Fees are charged

restroom
coin laundry,
convenience store are nearb
for day use, boat launching, and camping.
Water sports, restrictions: Powerboats, canoes,
kayaks, inflarables, and small sailboats are
permitted. A 10-mph speed limit is strictly en-
forced. No waterskiing, wakeboarding, personal
watercraft, or houseboats permitted. The lake
is too small and not windy enough for wind-
surfing and most sailboats. A sandy swimming
beach is available adjacent to the marina.
Directions: From Turlock, drive east on
County Road J17 for 19 miles to the junction
with Highway 59. Continue easton Highway
59/County Road J17 for 4.5 miles to Snelling
and Lake McClure Road. Bear right at Lake
McClure Road and drive seven miles to the
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Lake McSwain Recreation Area turnoff, on
the right.

Contact: Lake McSwain Recreation Area,
209/378-2521 (information) or 800/468-8889
(reservations), www.lakemeclure.com; Lake
McSwain Marina, 209/378-2534.

K] YOSEMITE LAKE
CRAEnED

Rating: 6
north of Merced in Lake Yosemite Park
‘Map 9.2, page 306
Now don't get confused. Yosemite Lake is not in
Yosemite National Park. In fact it has nothing to
do with Yosemite National Park. Ic’s more like a
backyard lake for local residents. Unlike many
lakes in the San Joaquin Valley, the water is cool,
not warm. The lake is stocked with trout.

Yosemite Lake, on the outskirts of eastern
Merced County, is a 25-acre lake where all
water sports are permitted (outside of re-
stricted areas). Unlike the national park with
which it shares a name, it doesn’t quite make
the major leagues. Although not stellar in any
way, this is still a nice spot, particularly for

cooling off on a hot summer evening,

The best things going here are opportunities
for swimming and windsurfing. Large swim-
ming beaches are available, and lifeguards are
posted during the summer. That’s a winner.
Another winner is windsurfing, with steady
winds neatly every afternoon.

It is also popular with powerboaters and
water-skiers, especially with the weather
being so hot almost all summer long, Rate
prospects good, but not great. One problem is
that the water is usually too choppy for stellar
waterskiing.

One problem is that on hot summer nighs,
there are occasional groups of young partyers
that can create havoc here. The county sheriff has
tried to round them up with varying success.
Access: A paved boar ramp is available just
past the park entrance.

Facilities, fees: Picnic areas, restrooms, and

drinking water are provided. A conce
with pedal boat and fishing boat rent
be in business; check current status. Lg
and supplies can be found in Merced, I
charged for day use and boat launching
Water sports, restrictions: Powerbos
terskiing, émWnUOmn&sm. personal wat

 for an overnight stay, a quick respite
the grinding drive, or a couple hours
findaurfing for anybody making the long
up or down nearby 1-5. .
Inlsurlers soon discover that the winds
o gusty and more predictable here than
lan | 1iis Reservoir and O'Neill Forebay.
i ion. the 5-mph speed limit keeps out
pal watcrcraft and warter-skiers, a bonus
b indaurfers. Swimmers will find the best
b hear the picnic area and campgrounds.
use at Los Banos

sailing, and windsurfing are permitted
ignated areas. Two large, sandy swig
beaches are available along the southers§
off Lake Road. 4
Directions: From Modesto (or north of M
take Highway 99 south to Highway §
Merced. Take Highway 59 north and d
miles to Bellevue Road. Turn right on
Road and drive five miles east to La
Turn left on Lake Road and drive to ti
From Fresno (or south of Mercei
Highway 99 north to Merced and ¢f
Street exit. Take that exit and drived
distance to G Street. Turn right on
and drive five miles to Bellevue Ro
right and drive 2.5 miles to Lake Rosf
left on Lake Road and drive to the |
Contact: Merced County Parks an
ation, 209/385-7426.

ae of the speed limit,
Rescrvoir is moderate. .
fy anglers have discovered that the mmgs.m
{ wlen good for trout and bass. The _mw.m is

4 with rainbow trout in winter and spring,
! Jarpe bass have been caught rmn.n.
B#n1 A paved launch ramp is available on
; s northeast side.
, fees: A campground, chemical
, drinking water, and picnic areas are
ged). 1ices are charged for day use, includ-
Bt bt launching.
Bt sports, restrictions: A 5-mph speed
mrictly enforced. Sailing, windsurfing,
imming are permitted.
‘l'ake Highway 152 to Volta Road
ol live miles west of Los Banos). Turn
wit Volta Road and drive about a mile
et Road. Turn left on Pioneer Road
Bl iive « mile to Canyon Road. Turn south
) anto Canyon Road and drive about five

81V

X3 LOS BANOS CREEK
RESERVOIR

SREsD

tir the park. .
1 San Luis Reservoir State Recreation
Pour Rivers District, 209/826-1197, fax

a6 0284,

near Los Banos
Map 9.3, page 307 ,
Los Banos Creek Reservoir is set in 4 )
row valley and covers 410 acres with
of shoreline. The reservoir is set at anf
of 330 feet. The surrounding hills i
baked brown by late May, and on tij
summer day, it gets really hot out i
Like nearby San Luis Reservolty§
can howl through this country {ni
summer. That is why the number ot
has become windsurfing (the 5-
limit is often exceeded) and sailing,
not exactly paradise, it makes amy

IMENDOTA POOL
Rating: 4

age 307

ig yiirrounding county parkland.

y Just the northern access point to Men-
$loiplh, Mendora Pool is the centerpiece
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This is basically little more than a boat-
launching site for water-skiers. There is no
beach and no developed facilities, and .ﬁro
water can be a bit too mucky for swimming.
Water-ski boats may run down to the Highway
180/Whites Bridge Road overpass, then turn
around, and make the run back; be sure not to
water-ski past the overpass. For swimming and
recreation, better prospects are to be found at
Jack’s Resort at Mendota Slough—see the Men-
dota (Fresno) Slough listing in this nr.mvﬁ_..
Access: A paved launch ramp is m<mmmv_n.
Facilities, fees: Restrooms, picnic areas,
drinking water, a softball field, and vm‘&nﬁ.ﬁ
pits are provided. Supplies can be obtained in
Mendota. Access is free. )
Water sports, restrictions: Waterskiing,
wakeboarding, and personal watercraft are
permitted from Mendota Pool to the Highway
180/ Whites Bridge Road overpass; you cannot
ski south of this point. Windsurfing is not
recommended. Swimming is permirted.
Directions: From Fresno, take Ewmrémw.amo
west (Whites Bridge Road) for 11 .Q:_nwu
through the town of Kerman, and continue 19
miles to the Mendota Wildlife Area entrance.
Cross the bridge at the slough and drive .m.:\n
miles to Mendota and Bass Avenue. Turn right
on Bass Avenue and drive 3.5 milestoa mn.uﬁ_
road (past Mendota Pool Park). Turn right
and drive 0.25 mile.
Contact: Mendota Pool Park, City of Men-
dota, 559/655-4298; Department of Fish and
Game, 559/655-4645.

13 MENDOTA (FRESNO)
SLOUGH

caEEa

Rating: 4
west of Fresno in Mendota Wildlife Area
‘Map 9.3, page 307
If you're planning a visit, make every effort
to get here before dawn so you can see &m
surrounding marshland wake up with the ris-
ing sun. Mendota Slough is truly one of the
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