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San Francisco Bay/Sacramento – San Joaquin Delta
Estuary (Bay-Delta) Watershed E�orts

Bay-Delta Plan Update

Protecting the Bay-Delta watershed and its many beneficial uses is one of the State Water Board’s primary
responsibilities and top priorities.  The State Water Board is responsible for adopting and updating the
Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento–San Joaquin Delta Estuary (Bay-Delta
Plan), which establishes water quality control measures and flow requirements needed to provide
reasonable protection of beneficial uses in the watershed. The State Water Board is now engaged in urgent
e�orts to address prolonged and precipitous declines of native aquatic species in the Bay-Delta and the
ecosystem they depend upon.

The Bay-Delta Plan is being updated through two separate processes (Plan amendments).

First, on December 12, 2018, through State Water Board Resolution No. 2018-0059, the State Water
Board adopted the Plan amendments and Final SED establishing the Lower San Joaquin River flow
objectives and revised southern Delta salinity objectives. On February 25, 2019, the O�ice of
Administrative Law approved the Plan amendments, which are now in e�ect.
Second, the State Water Board is also considering Plan amendments focused on the Sacramento
River and its tributaries, Delta eastside tributaries (including the Calaveras, Cosumnes, and
Mokelumne rivers), Delta outflows, and interior Delta flows.

This web page is intended to keep the public and other interests that depend on the Bay Delta system for
agriculture, commerce, recreation and environmental uses updated on the latest environmental and
regulatory documents related to Bay-Delta planning that are being developed and considered by the
Board.

Below, please find important links to the newest information pertaining to the Bay-Delta watershed e�orts
that are now underway, as well links to a more complete record of historical information. Related to the
Bay-Delta Plan update and implementation process, the California Natural Resources Agency is currently
engaged in an e�ort to develop proposed voluntary agreements with various water users in the watershed.
Information regarding the proposed voluntary agreements process is available here.

Notice!  Water Boards’ response to COVID-19: Information about meetings, compliance, guidance;
service delivery/interruption and more.

××

About Us  Contact Us  Subscribe   Settings

 



https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/bay_delta/proposed_voluntary_agreements.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/covid-19_updates/index.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/about_us/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/about_us/contact_us/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/email_subscriptions/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/


10/8/2020 San Francisco Bay/Sacramento – San Joaquin Delta Estuary (Bay-Delta) Watershed Efforts | California State Water Resources Control B…

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/bay_delta/ 2/6

San Joaquin River Flows and Southern Delta Salinity

Biological Goals

Notice of Availability for Public Review and Comment
Dra� Initial Biological Goals for the Lower San Joaquin River
Select references used for development of the Dra� Initial Biological Goals are available on
request

Conservation Planning Foundation for Restoring Chinook Salmon (Onchorhynchus
tshawytscha) and O. mykiss in Stanislaus River
Developing Biological Goals for the Bay-Delta Plan: Concepts and Ideas from an
Independent Science Advisory Panel
Proposed Interim Delta Salmonid Survival Objectives

New Comments Received on the Dra� Initial Biological Goals for the Lower San Joaquin River. If
you would like a copy of the below comments, please contact 
Bay-Delta@waterboards.ca.gov

Bradley Cavallo, Cramer Fish Sciences
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Sportfishing Protection Alliance, California Water Impact Network, and
AquAlliance
California Water Research
Merced Irrigation District
Modesto Irrigation District, Turlock Irrigation District, and the City and County of San
Francisco
Natural Resources Defense Council
North Coast Rivers Alliance, California Sportfishing Protection Alliance, and San Francisco
Crab Boat Owners Association
Northern California Water Association
Restore the Delta
San Francisco Baykeeper, The Bay Institute, The Nature Conservancy, Sierra Club
California, and California Sportfishing Protection Alliance
San Joaquin Tributaries Authority
State Water Contractors
Stockton East Water District
Tuolumne River Trust
United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation

Compliance Measures

New Cover Letter and Initial Unimpaired Flow Compliance Measures for the Lower San Joaquin
River
New Initial Unimpaired Flow Compliance Measures for the Lower San Joaquin River

Updated November 7, 2019
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Drought Information

Information on past Bay-Delta drought activities is provided at the following links:

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation's New Melones Project Temporary Urgency Change Petitions
State Water Project and Central Valley Project Temporary Urgency Change Petition
State Water Board Drought Year Water Actions

Bay-Delta Compliance

Information on some of the Bay-Delta compliance issues is located at the following links:

Standard Term 91 Availability
Order 90-5 Sacramento River Temperature
Decision 1641 Compliance
Joint Points of Diversion

Water Quality Control Plans and Associated Water Right Decisions

Current and Past Water Quality Control Plans
Decision 1641 Related Links

Sacramento/Delta Flows and Cold Water, Delta Outflows, and Interior Delta
Flows

New Model Release: SacWAM 1.2

Updated April 26, 2019
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Subscribe online to receive email
announcements, updates, and other information
on the Bay-Delta Program.

Other Program Links

O�ice of the Delta Watermaster
Bay Delta Strategic Workplan
Delta Flow Criteria
Pelagic Organism Decline

  (Page last updated 6/3/20)

Bay Delta Resources

Bay Delta Home
Archives

Triennial Review
SJR Recirculation Feasibility Study

Decision 1641
Environmental Impact Reports

Sacramento Water Allocation Model (SacWAM)
1995 Water Quality Control Plan

Water is a precious resource in California, and maintaining its quality is of utmost importance to safeguard
the health of the public and the environment.

Statewide Campaigns

 EPA Water Sense
 Report an Environmental Concern
 Save Our Water
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 Flex Alert
 Register to Vote

Quick Links

  Board Agendas
  Fees
  Make a Payment
  Grievance Procedure
  Help / Business Help
  Uniform Grants Guidance

Resources

OIMA
CEDEN
Data & Databases
Drought Information
FAAST
Language Access Complaint
Queja de Acceso al Idioma
My Water Quality
Performance Report
Tribal A�airs
Website Index

Working with the Board

Abbreviations and Acronyms
Board Priorities
Decisions Pending &
Opportunities for Public Participation
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Website Accessibility Certification 

Copyright © State of California
The California Water Boards include the State Water Resources Control Board and nine Regional Boards

The State Water Board is one of six environmental entities operating under
the authority of the California Environmental Protection Agency

Cal/EPA | ARB | CalRecycle | DPR | DTSC | OEHHA | SWRCB
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