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Liberty Island Conservation Bank
The Liberty Island Conservation Bank (Bank) is located in the southern Yolo Bypass in

Yolo County, CA. The Bank is centrally located at the lower end of the Yolo Bypass just
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west of the Port of Sacramento Deepwater Shipping Channel in the tidal Delta,

approximately �ve miles west of the Community of Courtland and 10 miles north of the

City of Rio Vista.

Prior to 1997, Liberty Island was a 10-square-mile island in agricultural production due to

its maintained levees. At its agricultural peak, Liberty Island had paved roads, power and

telephone lines, homes, farm buildings, and even a school. The private levees protecting

the island failed numerous times over the years. After each levee failure the residents of

Liberty Island reclaimed their farms until the �oods of 1997. After the �oods of 1997,

agricultural production and the community it supported was �nished, and the island was

allowed to begin the long reversion to its natural state. Today the majority of the 5,000-

acre Liberty Island is �ooded and only the northern 1,000 acres are without permanently

inundated levees.

The Bank consists of 186 acres located on the still leveed northernmost tip of Liberty

Island. Approved in July 2010 by the National Marine Fisheries Service, U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service, and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Bank provides

compensatory mitigation for permitted projects a�ecting special-status Delta �sh species

within the region. The Bank provides habitat for all Delta �sh species including: the

federally endangered Sacramento River winter-run Chinook salmon; the federally

threatened Central Valley spring-run Chinook salmon, California Central Valley

Steelhead, delta smelt, and Central Valley fall- and late fall-run Chinook salmon, federal

species of concern.

Construction

Construction of

the restored

habitat included

the removal of

approximately

1,800 linear feet

of agricultural levee, the removal of 2,390 linear feet of interior agricultural berms,

and the excavation of approximately 40 acres of tidal marsh. These activities restored

the daily tidal inundation of north Liberty Island for the enhancement and restoration

of Delta �sheries habitat, while at the same time providing �ood system bene�ts.

Construction involved a complicated mobilization process that included barging

equipment to the island due to the lack of overland access. Careful sequencing had
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Gallery

to be maintained throughout the construction process to allow access to both sides

of the constructed channels and maintain dry working conditions until the �nal levee

breach. Global Positioning System (GPS) technology guided the equipment operator

and construction equipment by using a 3-D model of the design uploaded into the

equipment’s computer. This technology guaranteed that the work was completed at

the exact location, depth, grade, elevation, and speci�cations contemplated in the

construction design.

(https://www.wildlandsinc.com/wp-

content/uploads/2017/09/A.-Apr-26-

2009-N.jpg)

(https://www.wildlandsinc.com/wp-

content/uploads/2017/09/C.-Oct-8-2010-

N.jpg)

186 acres

Location: Yolo County, California

Mitigation Types
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Salmonids

Long�n Smelt

Delta Smelt

Riparian

Green Sturgeon

Service Area
- The Salmonid and Delta Smelt service area includes the boundaries of the legal

Delta. This service area also provides Riparian SRA (shaded riverine aquatic) habitat

and Tule Marsh SRA habitat.

- The Long�n Smelt service area includes the entire legal Delta, Honker Bay, Suisun

Bay, Grizzly Bay, San Pablo Bay, San Francisco Bay, the Napa River and any other

major tributaries deemed appropriate by the California Department of Fish and

Wildlife. 

-Green Sturgeon - IN ENTITLEMENT, CALL FOR AVAILABILITY -

Approving Agencies
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

California Department of Fish & Wildlife

National Marine Fisheries Service

For additional information on the Liberty Island Conservation Bank,

please contact Julie Maddox at (916) 435-3555 or

jmaddox@heronpaci�c.com (mailto:jmaddox@heronpaci�c.com).
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Corporate Headquarters

p) 916.435.3555 

f) 916.435.3556

3301 Industrial Avenue

Rocklin, CA 95765

wildlands@heronpaci�c.com (mailto:wildlands@heronpaci�c.com)

See O�ce Locations (https://www.wildlandsinc.com/contact-us/)

Site Map (https://www.wildlandsinc.com/site-map/)

 (https://twitter.com/_Wildlands)

 (https://www.facebook.com/Wildlands-131565950247190/)

 (https://www.linkedin.com/company/wildlands-inc/?viewAsMember=true)

 (https://www.instagram.com/_wildlands/)

 (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUdmhfVkTQzpycV-C_kOF7w)

Newsletter Signup >

(https://wwwwildlandsinc com/)
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