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Lake Oroville State Recreation Area

Update: The North Forebay part of Lake Ovoville SRA that was evacuated as a precaution due to
smoke and a fire in close proximity but it is now back open.

A Current Park Restrictions

This park unit is partially open. Please take the time to read the information contained on this webpage
to find out what is open and closed, and what COVID-19 guidelines are in place. - (February 9, 2022)

What is currently closed?

e Several Boat Launches due to low water levels - go to the “Current Launch Ramp Status (../../?
page id=28411)" link for more information.

COVID-19 Guidelines - (February 16, 2022)




Recreate Responsibly
Protect yourself, family, friends and your community by following these prevention measures:

e Know Before You Go - Prior to leaving home, check the status
(https://www.parks.ca.gov/Parkindex) of the park unit you want to visit to find out what
restrictions and guidelines are in place. Have a back-up plan in case your destination is crowded.
Stay home if you are sick

e Plan Ahead - Some restrooms will be temporarily closed to keep up with cleaning schedules.
Bring soap/hand sanitizer.

e Play It Safe - Find out what precautions you should take when exploring the outdoors, especially
if this is your first time visiting the State Park System. Learn more at parks.ca.gov/SafetyTips
(http://www.parks.ca.gov/SafetyTips).

e Be COVID-19 Safe - State Parks continues to meet guidance from local and state public officials
(https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/guidance-for-face-
coverings.aspx) as COVID-19 is still present and still deadly. Effective March 1, 2022, state
guidance recommends that all individuals, regardless of vaccine status, continue masking in
indoor settings, such as museums and visitor centers. Universal masking remains required in
specified high-risk settings. Please plan ahead as local county guidelines may differ from state
guidance and visitors are urged to follow county guidelines when required. Read the latest
COVID-19 guidance at COVID19.ca.gov (http://www.covid19.ca.gov/).

e Leave No Trace - Leave areas better than how you found them by staying on designated trails
and packing out all trash. Do not disturb wildlife or plants.
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o7 Phone Number

(530) 538-2200
© Park Hours
Day use areas are open 8 a.m. to Sunset.

Launch Ramps and Campgrounds are open 24 hours a day.

m Dogs Allowed?

Yes
Dogs allowed only in parking lot, paved roadway, campgrounds. Dogs not allowed on trails or day-use
areas.

(&\. Accessible Features (http://access.parks.ca.gov/parkinfo.asp?park=47&type=0)

El Purchase Annual Passes (/?page_id=1049)

o Safety Tips (/?page_id=29142)

’@Vb E-Bike Locations (/?page id=30521)

Near the City of Oroville this man-made lake was formed by the tallest earth-filled dam in the country at
900 feet at max capacity. (770 feet above the stream bed of the Feather River)

Lake Oroville was created by Oroville Dam, which the State Department of Water Resources completed in
1967 after 5 years of construction. Lake Oroville conserves water for distribution by the State Water Project
to homes, farms, and industries in the San Francisco Bay area, the San Joaquin Valley and Southern
California. The Oroville facilities of the project also serve to provide flood control and smog free generation
of electric power in addition to recreation.

When the Lake is at its maximum elevation, it includes some 15,500 surface acres for recreation and 167
miles of shoreline. Recreation areas are spotted around the Lake and boaters can land at any point to
explore the surrounding country.



The lake offers a wide variety of outdoor activities including camping, picnicking, horseback riding, hiking,
sail and power boating, water-skiing, fishing, swimming, boat-in camping, floating campsites and horse
camping.

North Forebay

The three hundred acre Thermalito Forebay is a day use area. It has planted turf and is regularly watered
and mowed. Shade trees from many parts of the world dot the area, including European Sycamore, Olive,
Valley Oak, and Zelkova. Ramada's provide shade for picnic sites. Each site contains a stove and one or two
picnic tables. Three large group areas are available by reservation through park headquarters. Drinking
water is provided by faucet and drinking fountain.

The two hundred yard sandy swimming beach has men's and women's dressing rooms and flush toilets.
The turf and beach areas of the North Forebay and Loafer Creek are closed to dogs. The North Forebay is
reserved exclusively for sailboats, canoes, and other non power driven boats. The area has a disabled
accessible fishing pier. The North Forebay has frequent trout plants. The North Forebay also has an en-
route campground. This campground is designed for one night stays for self contained vehicles only.

North Forebay Map PDEF (../../pages/462/files/NORTH FOREBAY MAP.pdf)

South Forebay

Thermalito Forebay South has a parking lot, four lane boat launch ramp, picnic tables, a sandy beach, and
chemical toilets. There is no shade or drinking water available. Power boating and fishing are the main
attractions here.

Fishing

Fishing can only be described as outstanding at Lake Oroville State Recreation Area. Largemouth and
Smallmouth Bass aren't the only type of fish you'll find in the lake. Chinook, Catfish, Mackinaw, Sturgeon,
and Brown Trout can all be found in great quantities and great qualities. Nineteen pound Mackinaw have
been reeled in as well as 3 pound White Crappie.

Fishing is permitted all year long but remember, a California sport fishing license is required. Check at the
park for "slot limit" regulations for black bass.

Also Worth Seeing
Kelly Ridge Visitor Center

Department of Water Resources operates the visitor center complex atop Kelly Ridge which overlooks the
lake and dam. It features interpretive displays, an audio-visual room where films about the dam and



surrounding area are shown throughout each day. The visitor center displays feature a history of the Dam
construction and State Water Project as well as a historic view of the Native People that inhabit the Lake
Oroville Area. A 47-foot viewing tower allows the visitor the opportunity to have a panoramic view of the
dam and beautiful Lake.

The view from the 47-foot tower, with two high-powered telescopes, is a spectacular panoramic view of the
lake, Sierra Nevadas, valley, foothills, and the Sutter Buttes (?page_id=23452)mountain range (smallest in
the world). Also see Sutter Buttes: Maidu's Spirit Mountain. (?page_id=23786)

The local area around Lake Oroville SRA , includes the Feather River Fish Hatchery, built by the Department
of Water Resources and operated by the Department of Fish and Game to replace lost spawning areas for
salmon and steelhead. The Feather River Fish Hatchery across the river from the city of Oroville is a
20,000,000 egg capacity salmon and steelhead hatchery. Underwater windows permit close up viewing of
the fish.

Spectacular Feather Falls on Fall River is a scenic highlight of the area and well worth a trip up the Middle
Fork of the Feather River. Feather Falls is 640 feet high and is especially beautiful during the spring run-off.
When the lake is at its maximum elevation, you can boat within a quarter of a mile of the falls.

Clay Pit SVRA
Within the Lake Oroville area there is a free day use SVRA area know as the Clay pit.

Looking to host a Special Event here at Lake Oroville? Please Email our Special Events Coordinator to help

you! (mailto:%20Emily.Koskondy@parks.ca.gov)
Launch Ramps Open at Lake Oroville

Floating campsite check-in is currently located at the Loafer Creek Kiosk (530) 538-2217. Please verify
check-in location prior to arrival. Exact locations of the floating campsites depend upon lake elevation.
Information regarding specific locations will be provided upon check-in. Please note that pets are
prohibited on floating campsites.

Additional Visitor Services

e Oroville Lake Marina, LLC (Bidwell Marina)_(https://www.bidwellcanyonmarina.com/)
Oroville Lake Marina, LLC (Lime Saddle Marina)_(https://www.limesaddlemarina.com/)
Shasta Marine Transport, LLC (Boat Hauling Service)
T. Parks Marine (Boat haullng and repair services)
Feather River Rowing Club (Water recreation activity)




o Creative Excursion (https://creativeexcursion.com/) (Glamping)

Seasons/Climate/Recommmended Clothing

The Lake Oroville area has four very distinct seasons; a Mediterranean-type climate.

Winter months are cool to cold, seldom freezing temperatures, and some occasional fog. Temperatures run
from mid to high 50s down to the 30s.

Springtime is beautiful with a vivid array of wildflowers and very pleasant temperatures, normally in the
high 60s to 70s.

Summers are warm to extremely warm. The temperatures range from the low 80s up to the low 100s.

Fall season usually brings a little humidity, but not much. It cools off at night and the Northern California
autumn sunsets are incredible!

Bring appropriate clothing to fit the season. Layered clothing is advised.Campers should bring sweatshirts
during the summer months, because it can get somewhat cooler in the evenings and out on the water.

Summer and spring are warm; fall and winter can be cool. Layered clothing is advised.
Getting There:

For the best answers to questions concerning any visitor information, please contact:

Northern Buttes District HQ
400 Glen Dr.

Oroville, CA 95966
(530)538-2200

Bidwell Canyon Campground
Ph. #: (530) 538-2218



801 Bidwell Canyon Road (off Arroyo Drive)
Oroville, CA 95966
Latitude: 39°32'03.00"N ||| Longitude: 121°27' 23.26" W

BIDWELL CANYON: 68 miles north of Sacramento on Highway 70 to Highway 162; 8 miles east on Highway
162 to Kelly Ridge Rd, left on Kelly Ridge Rd to Arroyo Dr.

Lime Saddle Campground

Ph. #: (530) 876-8516

3428 Pentz Road.

Paradise, CA 95969

Latitude: 39°40'33.25"N ||| Longitude: 121°33'32.84" W

LIME SADDLE: North of Sacramento on Highway 70 to Pentz Road; left on Pentz Road, take a right at
campground entrance sign, proceed to Kiosk.

Lime Saddle Day Use Kiosk/ Lake Oroville Marina

Ph. #: (530) 872-7350

3428 Pentz Road.

Paradise, CA 95969

Latitude: 39° 40" 33.25" N | | | Longitude: 121° 33" 32.84" W

LIME SADDLE: North of Sacramento on Highway 70 to Pentz Road; left on Pentz Road, take a right at Marina
/ Day Use entrance sign, proceed to Kiosk

Loafer Creek Campground

Ph. #: (530) 538-2217

Loafer Creek Road (off Hwy 162)

Oroville, CA 95966

Latitude: 39°31"41.61"N ||| Longitude: 121° 26’ 43.88" W

LOAFER CREEK: 68 miles north of Sacramento on Highway 70 to Highway 162. 9.5 miles east on Highway
162 to Loafer Creek, left into the park.

Lake Oroville Spillway Kiosk
Ph. #: (530) 538-2216
North End of Oroville Dam



Oroville, CA 95966
Latitude: 39°32"16.22" N ||| Longitude: 121° 29 06.32" W

SPILLWAY: 68 miles north of Sacramento on Highway 70 to Highway 162; 6.5 miles east on Highway 162 to
Canyon Dr, left on Canyon Dr to Oroville Dam, and cross the dam.



Hey, FOURTH GRADERS!
An endless adventure awaits.

Get your FREE PASS at
WWW.PARKS.CA.GOV/ADVENTUREPASS

(/AdventurePass)
Click on the image above to find out where you can use your Adventure Pass at 19 participating state park units.

Related Pages



About the Park (?page_id=948)

Current Launch Ramp Status (?page_id=28411)

Locations around Lake Oroville (?page_id=29125)

Bidwell Bar Association (default.asp?page_id=21260)

Forebay Aquatic Center (https://www.forebayaquaticcenter.com/)

Bidwell Canyon Marina (http://www.bidwellcanyonmarina.com/)

Lime Saddle Marina (https://www.limesaddlemarina.com/)

Join us on Facebook! (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Lake-Oroville-Visitor-Center/174656299233115)

Interactive Map of Lake Oroville (https://water.ca.gov/Programs/State-Water-Project/SWP-
Facilities/Oroville/Lake-Oroville-Recreation)

Lake Oroville SRA Webcam (https://www.parks.ca.gov/live/lakeorovillesra_spillwaytop)

Lake Oroville Visitor Center Webcam (http://www.parks.ca.gov/live/lakeorovillesra)

Lake Oroville North Forebay Webcam (http://www.parks.ca.gov/live/lakeorovillesra_n_forebay)

Contact Information

Northern Buttes District HQ
400 Glen Dr.

Oroville, CA 95966

(530) 538-2200

Kelly Ridge Visitor Center

Operated by Departement of Water Resources
917 Kelly Ridge Road

Oroville, CA 95966

(530) 538-2219

Operating Hours



Northern Buttes District HQ
9:00am-3:00pm Mon.- Thu.
Closed for lunch 12pm - 1pm

Posted Orders

Posted Order 645-367 Camping and Stay Limits (../../pages/462/files/District, Camping and Stay Limits.pdf)

Posted Order 645-369 Forebay Hours (../../pages/462/files/645-369-Forebay-Hours.pdf)

Posted Order 645-370 North Forebay Boat Use (../../pages/462/files/645-370-NFB-Boat-Use.pdf)

Posted Order 645-371 No Ski Zones, Lake Oroville SRA (../../pages/462/files/645-371-No-Ski-Zones-
LOSRA.pdf)

Posted Order 645-372 Ramps, Docks, Restrooms (../../pages/462/files/645-372-Ramps-Docks-and-
Restrooms-LOSRA.pdf)

Posted Order 645-373 Thermalito Diversion Pool Boating (../../pages/462/files/645-373-Diversion-Pool-
Boating.pdf)

Posted Order 645-374 Bow and Arrow Fishing, Lake Oroville SRA
(../../pages/462/files/LOSRA, Bow and Arrow Fishing.pdf)

Posted Order 645-377 Possession of Metal Detectors (../../pages/462/files/645-377-Metal-Detectors-
LOSRA.pdf)

Posted Order 645-383 South Forebay and Nelson Bridge Day Use Area Closure (../../pages/462/files/ORDER-
NO-645-383 20220609.pdf)

Posted Order 645-384 Temporary Fire Restrictions (../../pages/464/files/645-384-Fire-restrictions-NBD.pdf)

Posted Order 645-385 Unmanned Aerial Systems (../../pages/464/files/645-385-UAS-Superintendent-
Order.pdf)




BUY 17 wHERE

(http://firewood.ca.gov/docs/posters/firewoodposter white web.pdf)

Don't Move Firewood Information (http://firewood.ca.gov/)

(https://outerspatial.link/csp)




Pack all 279 state parks
in your pocket!

Introducing the official California State Parks mobile app.
Download the OuterSpatial-powered app before heading to the outdoors
to explore hundreds of trails using real-time GPS tracking, get the latest
park updates, connect with other users, and much more.




Download from your favorite app
store or scan the code below.

# Download on the i

& App Store |

GETIT ON

L Google Play
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¥ Have a question?

Select Language | ¥

@ Bad Bunny concert tickets may be hard to get but you can see desert cottontails at many of our state parks for
free... https://t.co/bM17ZJRLOw (https://t.co/bM17ZJRLOwW)

05 Oct (https://twitter.com/CAStateParks/status/1577737389358739456)
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