7/21/23, 4:03 PM Northern Harrier - Circus hudsonius - Birds of the World

TheCornellLab § of Omithology

Birds of the World Q Search = Menu

Accipitridae  Circus

© Brian Sullivan  Macaulay Library  eBird

Northern Harrier

Circus hudsonius

LC LeastConcern Names (37) Monotypic

Kimberly G. Smith, Sara Ress Wittenberg, R. Bruce Macwhirter, and Keith L. Bildstein
Version: 1.0 — Published March 4, 2020
Text last updated September 30, 2011

Sign in to see your badges

w Account navigation

Introduction

Identification
Field Identification

Similar Species

Plumages, Molts, and Structure
Plumages

Molts

Bare Parts

Measurements

Systematics
Systematics History
Geographic Variation
Subspecies

Related Species

Discover all the Birds of the World

Definitive life histories of every bird species

Learn more

O Daniel Pettersson/Macaulay Library

https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/norhar2/1.0/introduction 1/6


https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/norhar2/1.0/conservation#conserv
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/norhar2/1.0/introduction?login
https://macaulaylibrary.org/photo/27355321?__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://macaulaylibrary.org/photo/27355321?__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://ebird.org/view/checklist?subID=S9108128&__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://macaulaylibrary.org/photo/90120491?__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://macaulaylibrary.org/photo/218144131?__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://macaulaylibrary.org/photo/38975181?__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://macaulaylibrary.org/photo/244391351?__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/accipi1/cur/introduction
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/accipi1/cur/species#genusCircus
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/surprise-me
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/norhar1/1.0/introduction
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/palhar1/1.0/introduction
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/home
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/subscribe

7/21/23, 4:03 PM Northern Harrier - Circus hudsonius - Birds of the World

Movements and Migration
Migration Overview

Timing and Routes of Migration
Migratory Behavior

Control and Physiology of Migration

Diet and Foraging

Feeding

Diet

Food Selection and Storage

Nutrition and Energetics

Metabolism and Temperature Regulation

Drinking, Pellet-Casting, and Defecation

Sounds and Vocal Behavior
Vocalizations

Nonvocal Sounds

Behavior

Locomotion

Self-Maintenance

Agonistic Behavior

Spacing

Sexual Behavior

Social and Interspecific Behavior

Predation

Breeding
Phenology
Nest Site
Nest

Eggs
Incubation
Hatching
Young Birds
Parental Care

Cooperative Breeding

Discover all the Birds of the World

Definitive life histories of every bird species

Learn more

© Daniel Pettersson/Macaulay Library

https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/norhar2/1.0/introduction 2/6


https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/subscribe

7/21/23, 4:03 PM Northern Harrier - Circus hudsonius - Birds of the World
Disease and Body Parasites
Causes of Mortality
Population Spatial Metrics
Population Status

Population Regulation

Conservation and Management
Conservation Status
Effects of Human Activity

Management
Priorities for Future Research
Acknowledgments

About the Author(s)

Multimedia
Photos
Audio
Video
Illustrations

Figures

Revision History

References

This content is available exclusively to Birds of the World subscribers. Signin Learn more

Identification »

Discover all the Birds of the World

Definitive life histories of every bird species

Learn more

© Daniel Pettersson/Macaulay Library

https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/norhar2/1.0/introduction 3/6


https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/norhar2/1.0/history
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/norhar2/1.0/introduction?login
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/subscribe
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/norhar2/1.0/identification
https://cdn.download.ams.birds.cornell.edu/api/v1/asset/169656321?__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://cdn.download.ams.birds.cornell.edu/api/v1/asset/169656321?__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/subscribe

7/21/23, 4:03 PM Northern Harrier - Circus hudsonius - Birds of the World

Breeding Non-Breeding

Distribution of the Northern Harrier

eBird and Macaulay Library

@ 2,240,798

Observations

® 126,495

Photos

O 359

Recordings

238

Videos

Recommended Citation

Smith, K. G, S. R. Wittenberg, R. B. Macwhirter, and K. L. Bildstein (2020). Northern Harrier (Circus hudsonius), version 1.0. In Birds of the World (P. G. Rodewald, Editor). Cornell Lab of Ornithology,

Ithaca, NY, USA. https://doi.org/10.2173/bow.norhar2.01

A PUBLICATION OF

TheCornellLab § of Omithology

FOUNDING PARTNER

‘\/

AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGICAL
SOCIETY

PARTNERS

» N
Birclsy Caribbean D uo couninonn

https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/norhar2/1.0/introduction 4/6


https://ebird.org/species/norhar2?__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://search.macaulaylibrary.org/catalog?taxonCode=norhar2&mediaType=p&sort=rating_rank_desc&__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://search.macaulaylibrary.org/catalog?taxonCode=norhar2&mediaType=a&sort=rating_rank_desc&__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://search.macaulaylibrary.org/catalog?taxonCode=norhar2&mediaType=v&sort=rating_rank_desc&__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://doi.org/10.2173/bow.norhar2.01
https://birds.cornell.edu/?__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://www.americanornithology.org/
https://www.lynxeds.com/
https://www.avesargentinas.org.ar/
https://www.birdscaribbean.org/
https://birdcount.in/
https://www.corbidi.org/
https://xn--ankulafken-s9a.cl/
https://www.orientalbirdclub.org/
https://www.osme.org/
https://www.redobservadores.cl/
https://www.robertsbirds.co.za/
http://savebrasil.org.br/
https://www.tesri.gov.tw/
http://uvo.ciens.ucv.ve/
https://ebird.org/?__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://www.macaulaylibrary.org/?__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://www.macaulaylibrary.org/the-internet-bird-collection-the-macaulay-library?__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/subscribe

7/21/23, 4:03 PM Northern Harrier - Circus hudsonius - Birds of the World

ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN

TheCornelllab § of Omithology TheCornellLab § of Omithology
Birds of North America Neotropical Birds

Explore Birds of the World
Q Species or family

Explore Taxonomy

About

About Birds of the World
Editor's Notes

Frequently Asked Questions
History

How to Contribute

Team

Contact Us

Features

Webinars

Key to Scientific Names
Ornithological Notes
Range Maps
Taxonomy Explorer

Full Species List

News and Webinars

Subscriptions

Personal Subscriptions
Institutional Subscriptions
Special member access
Subscription FAQs

Terms of Sale

Site Terms of Use

Sign In

~

Privacy Policy ~ Cornell Lab Terms of Use ~ Web Accessibility Assistance

Discover all the Birds of the World

Definitive life histories of every bird species

Learn more

© Daniel Pettersson/Macaulay Library

https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/norhar2/1.0/introduction 5/6


https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/content/about-birds-of-the-world
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/content/editors-notes
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/support/faqs
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/content/history
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/support/contribute
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/content/team
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/support/contact
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/news?category=webinar
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/key-to-scientific-names/search
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/content/ornith-notes
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/content/range-maps
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/specieslist
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/news
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/subscribe
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/support/subscribeinst
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/content/special-member-access
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/support/subscriptionfaq
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/support/termsofsale
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/support/bow-terms-of-use
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/norhar2/1.0/introduction?login
https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/privacy/?__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/terms-of-use/?__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/web-accessibility-assistance/?__hstc=65717809.bf9b00bf43268a5968f0e6850b53cf74.1689979870249.1689979870249.1689979870249.1&__hssc=65717809.3.1689979870249&__hsfp=656890214
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/subscribe

7/21/23, 4:03 PM Northern Harrier - Circus hudsonius - Birds of the World

https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/norhar2/1.0/introduction 6/6



