
-----Original Message-----
From: Rob Thomson [mailto:rthomson@sitesproject.org]
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 8:42 AM
To: 'Jeff Herrin - (jeff.herrin@aecom.com)' <jeff.herrin@aecom.com>; Oliver, Mark/RDD
<Mark.Oliver@CH2M.com>; Black, Lyna/RDD <Lyna.Black@CH2M.com>
Cc: 'Johns, Jerry (jjohnswater@gmail.com)' <jjohnswater@gmail.com>; MBruner@perkinscoie.com
Subject: FW: Sites: Congress' Letter to Reclamation - Feasibility Report Completion Dates [EXTERNAL]

Thought you might be interested in this. The letter should provide Reclamation with the direction to sync the federal 
Feasibility Report preparation to the WSIP schedule.

-----Original Message-----
From: Jim Watson
Sent: Friday, April 07, 2017 5:29 PM
To: Kim Dolbow Vann <kvann@frontiernet.net>; Jamie@tnpfarms.com; Fritz.Durst@gmail.com;
jsutton@tccanal.com; 'Don Bransford' <Dbransfrd@aol.com>; TBettner@gcid.net; nicole@montnafarms.com; 
glallen@surewest.net; KEITH DUNN <keithdunn@me.com>
Cc: Rob Thomson <rthomson@sitesproject.org>; Ernest Conant <econant@youngwooldridge.com>; Janet Barbieri 
<janet@jb-comm.com>; Roger Gwinn <rgwinn@tfgnet.com>; Mitch Butler
(mitchbutler@naturalresourceresults.com) <mitchbutler@naturalresourceresults.com>
Subject: Sites: Congress' Letter to Reclamation - Feasibility Report Completion Dates

Executive Committee
Joint Legislative Work Group

Attached is the signed letter from Senator Feinstein, Congressman Garamendi, and Congressman LaMalfa. It 
requests Reclamation advance the Feasibility Report congress directed them to prepare using a schedule that aligns 
with the Authority's (and Ca Water Commission's) schedule.  It also sets the expectation the Feasibility Report be 
prepared for an Authority-led project - not a federally-led project.

We will need to work with Reclamation to define the non-federal process authorized by the WIIN Act. But, for 
today, Reclamation will not be trying to complete a federal Feasibility Report before the Water Commission has 
made their decision, which allows latitude for what is in the draft Feasibility Report.

Development of this letter was one of the primary objectives from last week's trip to DC.  Thanks to everyone who 
participated in these meetings and providing input to the letter.

Jim Watson, PE
GM, Sites Project Authority
530.410.8250
jwatson@SitesProject.org
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication with its contents may contain confidential and/or legally 
privileged information. It is solely for the use of the intended recipient(s). Unauthorized interception, review, use or 
disclosure is prohibited and may violate applicable laws including the Electronic Communications Privacy Act. If 
you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of the communication.
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April 8,2017


Mr. David Murillo
Acting Commissioner
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240-0001


Dear Acting Commissioner Murillo:


We write to ask that the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) work with the


non-Federal sponsor of the Sites Reservoir Project, the Sites Project Authority
(Authority), to accelerate completion of the feasibility analysis needed for the Sites


Reservoir Project (Sites). We request that Reclamation work with Sites to meet all
applicable deadlines associated with competing for non-Federal support through
the California Water Commission's (CWC) Water Storage Investment Program
(WSIP) process and to enable the project to compete for Federal support as


authorized under sections 4007 and 40 10 of Subtitle J of the Water Infrastructure
Improvements for the Nation Act "WIIN Act" (Public Law No: ll4-322).


Specifically, we urge Reclamation to, first, submit to the Authority a draft
Sites feasibility report (FR) that includes a non-Federal project alternative, capable


of providing federal benefits, no later than July 20,2017. Meeting this deadline


will enable public comments to the Sites FR to begin commensurate with the start
of the California V/ater Commission's (CWC's) public review of the Authority's
application for consideration under V/SIP. The CWC plans to make all
applications publicly available after August 14,2017. It is our understanding that
the Authority will provide Reclamation with the date it plans to submit its
application, which will include the draft Sites FR and will be the date the Authority
plans to seek public review of the draft joint Environmental Impact Report and


Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS).


Second, we urge Reclamation to take such steps as are necessary to submit
to the Authority a Sites FR with Sites being developed as a State-led (Authority-
led) project no later than August 31,2018. The additional time is needed to
incorporate the CWC's decision on the State's participation in Sites to achieve


environmental and water quality benefits, which are complementary to section
4010(bX6) of the V/IIN Act. Completing your work very soon after the conclusion
of the WSIP process will enable a Secretarial recommendation that conforms to the
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requirements of WIIN Section a007(c) for consideration of funding for
preconstruction activities that will accelerate the Sites Reservoir Project.
Meeting these two deadlines will support our mutual objectives of accelerating the


timeline for reaching a decision on the appropriate level of Federal support that, in
turn, can accelerate the start of construction on Sites as a locally-sponsored project
having the potential for both State andlor Federal investment to acquiring water for
environmental and water quality benefits as authorized under WSIP and WIIN
Sections 4007 and 4010, respectively.


Thank you for your consideration of our requests. We look forward to
continuing to work together to address Califomia's water supply challenges. For
additional information regarding this request, please feel free to contact us or have


your staff contact Kevin Eastman (Representative Doug LaMalfa, (202) 225-3076),


Garrett Durst (Representative John Garamendi, (202) 225-1880), or John Watts
(Senator Dianne Feinstein, (202) 224-3841).


Sincerely,


United States Senator of Congress







-----Original Message-----
From: Watts, John (Feinstein) [mailto:John_Watts@feinstein.senate.gov]
Sent: Friday, April 7, 2017 4:07 PM
To: Jim Watson <jwatson@sitesproject.org>; Mitch Butler <mitchbutler@naturalresourceresults.com>; Roger 
Gwinn <rgwinn@tfgnet.com>
Subject: Fw: Feinstein, LaMalfa, Garamendi letter to Reclamation re Sites

Fyi.   Thanks for all the good teamwork on this.

Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone.
  Original Message
From: Watts, John (Feinstein) <John_Watts@feinstein.senate.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 7, 2017 5:40 PM
To: dmurillo@usbr.gov
Cc: Maucieri, Mathew; Durst, Garrett; Eastman, Kevin (Kevin.Eastman@mail.house.gov); 'ARROYAVE, PABLO' 
Subject: Feinstein, LaMalfa, Garamendi letter to Reclamation re Sites

David,

Attached is the letter we have been discussing with you about Sites Reservoir.   This letter is a joint effort by 
Senator Feinstein, Congressman Garamendi, and Congressman LaMalfa.

Thank you for your cooperative and constructive approach through this whole process.   We really appreciate 
working with you.

Best,

John

mailto:John_Watts@feinstein.senate.gov


<!Congress of tbe �ntteb �tates 
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Mr. David Murillo 
Acting Commissioner 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240-0001 

April 8, 2017 

Dear Acting Commissioner Murillo: 

We write to ask that the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) work with the 
non-Federal sponsor of the Sites Reservoir Project, the Sites Project Authority 
(Authority), to accelerate completion of the feasibility analysis needed for the Sites 
Reservoir Project (Sites). We request that Reclamation work with Sites to meet all 
applicable deadlines associated with competing for non-Federal support through 
the California Water Commission's (CWC) Water Storage Investment Program 
(WSIP) process and to enable the project to compete for Federal support as 
authorized under sections 4007 and 4010 of Subtitle J of the Water Infrastructure 
Improvements for the Nation Act "WIIN Act" (Public Law No: 114-322). 

Specifically, we urge Reclamation to, first, submit to the Authority a draft 
Sites feasibility report (FR) that includes a non-Federal project alternative, capable 
of providing federal benefits, no later than July 20, 2017. Meeting this deadline 
will enable public comments to the Sites FR to begin commensurate with the start 
of the California Water Commission's (CWC's) public review of the Authority's 
application for consideration under WSIP. The CWC plans to make all 
applications publicly available after August 14, 2017. It is our understanding that 
the Authority will provide Reclamation with the date it plans to submit its 
application, which will include the draft Sites FR and will be the date the Authority 
plans to seek public review of the draft joint Environmental Impact Report and 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS). 

Second, we urge Reclamation to take such steps as are necessary to submit 
to the Authority a Sites FR with Sites being developed as a State-led (Authority­
led) project no later than August 31, 2018. The additional time is needed to 
incorporate the CWC's decision on the State's participation in Sites to achieve 
environmental and water quality benefits, which are complementary to section 
401 O(b )( 6) of the WIIN Act. Completing your work very soon after the conclusion 
of the WSIP process will enable a Secretarial recommendation that conforms to the 
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requirements of WIIN Section a007(c) for consideration of funding for
preconstruction activities that will accelerate the Sites Reservoir Project.
Meeting these two deadlines will support our mutual objectives of accelerating the

timeline for reaching a decision on the appropriate level of Federal support that, in
turn, can accelerate the start of construction on Sites as a locally-sponsored project
having the potential for both State andlor Federal investment to acquiring water for
environmental and water quality benefits as authorized under WSIP and WIIN
Sections 4007 and 4010, respectively.

Thank you for your consideration of our requests. We look forward to
continuing to work together to address Califomia's water supply challenges. For
additional information regarding this request, please feel free to contact us or have

your staff contact Kevin Eastman (Representative Doug LaMalfa, (202) 225-3076),

Garrett Durst (Representative John Garamendi, (202) 225-1880), or John Watts
(Senator Dianne Feinstein, (202) 224-3841).

Sincerely,

United States Senator of Congress




