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Dear Honorable Chairperson Whitehouse,
 
I am writing on behalf of the Sites Project Authority as a follow-up to the attached letter mailed to
you on June 15, 2021. The Authority welcomes your input on the Project and the Authority’s
evaluation of tribal cultural resources under CEQA.  If you have any comments, please reach out to
Kevin Spesert, Sites Project Authority External Affairs Manager, per his contact information listed
below.
 
Kevin Spesert, External Affairs Manager
Sites Project Authority
P.O. Box 517
Maxwell, CA 95955
Phone: (530) 632-4071
Email: kspesert@sitesproject.org
 
Thank you for your time,
 
Janis Offermann
Cultural Resources Practice Leader
Horizon Water and Environment
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 2500
Sacramento, CA 95814
916.465.8076 – office
530.220.4918 – mobile
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mailto:bguth@auburnrancheria.com
mailto:kspesert@sitesproject.org
mailto:aforsythe@sitesproject.org
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mailto:kspesert@sitesproject.org
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Requested Act ion :    


Approve re leas e o f  the  RDEIR/SDEIS Project  Descr ip t ion (with  Operat ions)  to  regulatory  


agenc ies  and interested  part ies ,  includ ing  pos t ing  on  the Author ity ’s  website,  to  improve 


Project  t ransparency  and faci l i tate more detai led Pro ject  d is cuss ions .  


Detailed Descr ipt ion/Background :  


At  the Reservoi r  Committee and Board meet ings  in  June ,  September  and December 2020 ,  sta f f  


provided  an  overv iew  of  the  a lternat ives  under cons ider at ion  for  the  Rev is ed Draft  


Environmental  Impact  Report/Supp lemental  Draft  Env ironmental  Impact  Statement  


(RDEIR/SDEIS) .  Staf f  has  cont inued to ref ine the a lternat ives  and ,  with  the consul t ing team,  


is  near ing  complet ion of  a  draft  o f  the RDEIR/SDEIS project  descr ip t ion.    


The project  descr ipt ion  compr is es  Chapter  2 o f  the RDEIR/SDEIS.   The project  descr ipt ion  


inc ludes  a  summary  overv iew of  the  a l ternat ives  screening and s elect ion process ,  an overv iew 


of  the act ion  a lternat ives  and the no act ion  a l ternat ive  a long  with  a  detai led  descr ip t ion  for  


each of  the three act ion a lternat ives .   A lso included in  the project  descr ip t ion are bes t  


management pract ices  and envi ronmenta l  commitments  that  wou ld be implemented under a l l  


the a lternat ives .   


The pro ject  descr ip t ion cont inues  to  include three a lternat ives  as  d isc uss ed with  the 


Res ervoi r  Committee and Board  in  pr ior  meet ings .  Table  1  provides  a  h igh -level  summary of  


the  three a lternat ives .   Attachment A provides  a  more expans ive  s ummary table  of  the 


a lternat ives .   The key  changes  to  the a l ternat ives  that  have been  made s ince the previous  


pres entat ions  to  the Reservo ir  Committee and  Board are  as  fo l lows :  


•  Hydropower –  A l l  a lternat ives  include power generat ion incidental  upon re leas e up to  


40 megawatts  at  Funks  Res ervoi r  and up to 40 megawatts  at  the Terminal  Regulat ing 


Res ervoi r .  Staf f  has  conferred  with  s ta ff  a t  the  Federa l  Energy  Regu latory  Commiss ion  


(FERC) and bel ieves  that  incidental  power generat ion at  these two s eparate faci l i t ies  


wou ld qua l i fy  for  s eparate  FERC exempt ion s.  With th is  generat ion capaci ty  bu i l t  into 


the Project ,  power cons umpt ion for  Pro ject  operat ions  wi l l  be part ia l ly  sel f -generated 


renewable  energy .   I t  is  expected  that  the remaining  operat ing power needs  wi l l  be  


met with  r enewable sources  to  ensure no net  increase in  greenhous e gas  emiss ions  


from the operat ions  o f  the Project .  


•  Regu latory  Requ ired Emergency Drawdown and Releas e F lows,  A lternat ive 2 –  


Ref inements  to  emergency drawdown and releas e locat ions  have been made to  


Alternat ive 2.  Emergency releas es  under th is  a lternat ive would  occur  at  the  


In let/Out let  Works ,  S ites  Dam, and Sadd le Dam 8B into Hunters  Creek watershed .  On  


net  the frequent  f lood control  benefi ts  far  outweigh the very  low r isk  of  in frequent,  


i f  ever ,  emergency re leases .   To improve understanding  o f  the r isk  and  the potent ia l  


scale o f  thes e rare emergency events ,  an inundat ion rev iew encompass ing the 


potent ia l  re leas e areas  wi l l  be  conducted.    
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•  Stored  water  Releas e Locat ion,  Alternat ive  3 –  The re lease locat ion for  Alternat ive 3 


wi l l  be  the Colusa Bas in  Dra in  as  i t  was  determined  that  the Colusa  Bas in  Drain  l ike ly  


has  suf f ic ient  capacity  to  hand le  th e f lows .    


•  Divers ion Cr i ter ia  and More Detai led Operat ions  Cr i ter ia  –  Divers ion cr i ter ia  were 


ref ined ,  and  more detai led operat ions  cr iter ia  were added to  a l l  the a lternat ives .  The 


team conducted an extens ive  ana lys is  o f  d i fferent  poss ib le d ivers ion cr iter ia ,  includ ing  


an extens ive  rev iew of  the  current  sc ient i f ic  l i terature.   Th rough  thes e ef forts ,  the  


d ivers ion cr iter ia  have been shi fted ups tream into the Sacramento River  to  a l low for  


pract ica l  operat ions  at  the d ivers ion locat ions .  Addit iona l  puls e protect ions  to  protect  


migrat ing juveni le  sa lmonid s  have a lso  been  added .   Whi le  the spec ies  ef fects  ana lys is  


and model ing is  be ing  completed in  J an uary  and February ,  the  team bel ieves  that  the 


rev ised  d ivers ion  cr iter ia  are more protect ive o f  migrat ing juven i le sa lmonids  


throughout the Sa cramento River  and Delta  and a lso resu lt  in  l i t t le changes  in  


Sacramento River  f lows in  downstream locat ions ,  such as  Freeport ,  and  l i t t le cha nges  


to  Delta  f lows,  includ ing net  Del ta  out f low index and  Del ta  sa l in ity .   The team wil l  be  


shar ing the outcomes of  the  species  ef fects  analyses  in  the coming months .   


Table 1 .   Summar y of  the Alternat ives In  the RDEIR/SDEIS Project  Descr ipt ion  


Fac i l it ies  /  


Operat ions  
Alternat ive 1   Alternat ive 2  Alternat ive 3  


Res ervoi r  S ize  1.5 MAF  1.3 MAF  1.5 MAF  


Hydropower  Incidental  upon releas e  Same as  Alt  1  Same as  Alt  1  


Divers ion 


Locat ions  


Red B lu ff  Pumping Plant  


and Hamilton City  


Same as  Alt  1  Same as  Alt  1  


Conveyance 


Releas e /  Dunn igan 


Releas e  


1,000 cub ic  feet  per  


second (c fs )  into new 


Dunnigan  Pipel ine to  


Co lusa Bas in  Drain  


1,000 c fs  into new 


Dunnigan  Pipel ine 


to  Sacramento 


River .   Part ia l  


re lease  into the 


Co lusa Bas in  Drain  


Same as  Alt  1  


Reclamat ion 


Involvement  


1.  Funding Partner  


2.  Operat iona l  


Exchanges  


a .  With in  Year  


Exchanges  


b.  Real -t ime 


Exchanges  


Operat iona l  


Exchanges  


a .  With in  Year  


Exchanges  


b.  Real -t ime 


Exchanges  


Same as  Alt  1,  


Funding Partner  


up to  25% 


inves tment  


DWR Involvement  Operat iona l  Exchanges  


with  Orov i l le  and us e o f  


SWP fac i l i t ies  South -of-


Delta  


Same as  Alt  1  Same as  Alt  1  


Route to  West  S ide 


of  Reservoi r  


Br idge across  res ervo ir  Paved road around 


southern end of  


res ervoir  


Same as  Alt  1  


The project  descr ip t ion ident i f ies  Al ternat ive 1 as  the Authority ’s  proposed project  bas ed  on 


the a lternat ive  meeting the intent  and the goals  o f  the Va lue Planning effort ,  i ts  c los e 


a l ignment with  VP -7 ,  and its  ab i l i ty  to  meet  the project  ob ject ives .    
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Staf f  recommends post ing the RDEIR/SDEIS pro ject  descr ipt ion on the Authority ’s  webs ite.  


The project  des cr ipt io n would be posted for  in format iona l  purposes  to  a ide in  the d iscuss ion  


of  permitt ing approaches  with  regu latory  agenc ies  and in  d is cuss ions  with  non -governmenta l  


organizat ions.  I t  is  important  to  note that  the Authority  is  not  taking publ ic  comments  nor  


responding to  comments  on the project  descr ipt ion  and a  preamble to  the project  descr ipt ion  


would make th is  c lear  to  the reader .  Mak ing the project  descr ipt ion avai lable to  the pub l ic  


increases  transparency  and provides  a  common foundat ion  for  regu latory  age ncies ,  non -


governmenta l  agenc ies ,  and other  interested stakeholders  to  understand the pro ject  


components .   Ref inements  would cont inue to  be made to  the pro ject  des cr ipt ion after  post ing  


on the Authority ’s  webs i te unt i l  the re lease  o f  the RDEIR/SDEIS  and  any s igni f i cant  or  mater ia l  


changes  would be brought  back to  the  Res ervo ir  Committee and  Authority  Board for  


cons iderat ion before  the change is  made .  


Prior  Act ion:  


December 18,  2020:  Review ed and comment ed on opt ion  to  add  Al ternat ive 3 with  
Reclamat ion at  25% investment to  E IR/E IS  pro ject  descr ipt ion .  


September 17,  2020:  Approved to des ignate  A lternat ive 1,  bas ed on  VP -7 o f  the  S ites  Pro ject  
Value P lann ing Alternat ives  Appraisa l  Report  (Va lue Planning Repo rt ) ,  as  the Authori ty ’s  
preferred project  for  the purpos es  o f  the RDEIR analys is  and  for  the  purposes  of  the Biologica l  
Assess ment and State Incidental  Take Permit  appl icat ions.   


Apr i l  22,  2020 :  The Authori ty  d irected sta f f  to  rev ise  and  recircu late a  Draft  E IR  to  ana lyze 
the env ironmental  ef fect s  of  the opt ions  ident i f ied  in  the F ina l  S ites  Project  Va lue P lann ing  
Alternat ives  Appraisa l  Report  dated Apri l  2020,  inc luding VP7.  


Apr i l  22,  2020 :   The Authori ty  accepted:  the f inal  report  t i t led “Sites  Project  Va lue P lann ing 
Alternat ives  Apprais a l  Repor t ,  dated  Apri l  13,  2020” and the recommendat ions  pres ented  
within,  and  a  recommendation  to  the S ites  Project  Authori ty  to  approve the f ina l  report  t i t led  
“Si tes  Pro ject  Value P lanning Alternat ives  Apprais a l  Report ,  Apri l  13,  2020” and the 
recommendat ions  p resented with in.  


February  26,  2020 :  The Authority  approved a  recommendat ion to re -start  ef forts  on the E IR  
for  the S ites  Res ervoir  Project  and ass ess  the most  appropr iate approach for  complet ing the 
E IR pursuant  to  the Cal i fornia  Environmenta l  Qual i ty  Act .    


Ju ly  20,  2017 :  The Reservoir  Committee approved a  recommendation to forward the Draft  
E IR/E IS to  the Authori ty  Board for  i ts  cons iderat ion to formal ly  receive and adopt  the 
document for  inc lus ion  in  the Author ity ’s  Water  Storage Investment P roject  app l icat ion .   


Ju ly  31,  2017:  The Authori ty  approved the releas e o f  the Draft  E IR for  pub l ic  and agency  
rev iew,  in  connect ion  with  the Authority ’s  app l icat ion  to the Cal i forn ia  Water  Commiss ion by 
Augus t  14,  2017.  The document was  pub l ished as  jo int  Draft  E IR/EIS by  the Authority  under  
the Cal i forn ia  Envi ronmenta l  Qua l ity  Act  and Reclamation under the Nat iona l  Environmenta l  
Pol icy  Act .   


December  19,  2016 :  The Author ity  approve d releas e of  a  Supplemental  Not ice  o f  Preparat ion 
(releas ed  February  2 ,  2017 )  to  t rans fer  the Ca l i fornia  Env ironmental  Qual ity  Act  lead  agency  
status  f rom the Department o f  Water  Resources  to  the S ites  Project  Authority .  Pub l ic  scoping 
meetings  were conducted on February  14 and 15,  2017.  


Fiscal  Impact/Funding Source :  


Staf f  reported  in  December  that  s u f f ic ient  funds  to  incorporate Al ternat ive  3  in to the  


RDEIR/SDEIS were included in  the Amendment 2 Work P lan (Budget ) ,  which was  approved by  


the Authority  a t  i ts  August  26,  2020 Board meet ing .   S ince that  t ime,  sta f f  has  become a ware 


of  add it iona l  f isher ies  analys is  and document formatt ing needs  that  wi l l  be necessary  to  


incorporate A lternat ive 3 into the RDEIR/SDEIS.   Sta f f  is  working with  ICF  to  understand thes e 


potent ia l  costs  and wi l l  determine how to incorporate these costs  into the Am endment 2  
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Work  P lan  with in  ex ist ing revenue sources .   Sta f f  is  a ls o working with  Reclamation to  include  


thes e costs  in  an  amendment  to  the exist ing F inanc ia l  Ass istance Agreement  that  wi l l  


incorporate a  port ion of  the $13.7  mi l l ion  Federal  Appropriat ion s igned into law las t  month .   


The February  2021 update  to  the Res ervo ir  Committee and Authority  Board on the 


Amendment 2 Work P lan (Budget )  wi l l  ref lect  thes e changes  and thes e added costs  wi l l  not  


impact  the s econd cash cal l  amount  to  Res ervoi r  Committee Members .    


Costs  to  complete and c irculate the F ina l  E IR/E IS wi l l  be cons idered in  a  future Work Plan.   


Staff  Contact :   


Ali  Forsythe  


Attachments :    


Attachment A –  S i tes  Res ervo ir  Project ,  Rev is ed Draft  E IR/Supplemental  Draft  E IS  Project  


Alternat ives  
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June 15, 2021 
 
Mr. Gene Whitehouse, Chairman 
United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn Rancheria 
10720 Indian Hill Road 
Auburn, CA 95603 
 
Subject:  Notification of Proposed Project for the Purposes of CEQA Analysis  
 
Dear Honorable Chairman Whitehouse: 
 
The Sites Project Authority is preparing a Revised Draft Environmental Impact Report (RDEIR) for the 
proposed Sites Reservoir Project, which includes a new off-stream storage reservoir located in Colusa 
and Glenn counties, California, about 10 miles west of the town of Maxwell.  The Authority published 
a Draft EIR for the Project in 2017. The Authority has since modified the Project, including revisions to 
the Project footprint, as depicted in the attached staff report on the Project description. For more 
detailed information regarding the Project, please see the preliminary draft Project description, 
which can be found at https://3hm5en24txyp2e4cxyxaklbs-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/02/Sites_Preliminary-Project-Description_20210219.pdf.   
 
The Authority has identified the United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn Rancheria as 
potentially having an interest in this Project and its operations, as revised. The Authority welcomes 
your input on the Project and the Authority’s evaluation of tribal cultural resources under CEQA. If 
you would like to discuss the Project with us, we respectfully request that you respond, in writing, 
within 30 days to our designated contact person below, and that you provide a designated contact 
person for the discussions: 
 


Kevin Spesert, External Affairs Manager 
Sites Project Authority 
P.O. Box 517 
Maxwell, CA  95955  
Phone: (530) 632-4071  
Email: kspesert@sitesproject.org 


 
Sincerely,  
 


 
Fritz Durst, Chair 



https://3hm5en24txyp2e4cxyxaklbs-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Sites_Preliminary-Project-Description_20210219.pdf

https://3hm5en24txyp2e4cxyxaklbs-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Sites_Preliminary-Project-Description_20210219.pdf



		Fritz Durst, Chair




