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Good afternoon, Molly
We are happy that Colusa is interested in participating in the Tribal Working Group.  In order to keep
you up to date with the geotechnical studies that are taking place, attached please find the Post
Review Discovery Plan, Archaeological Monitoring Plan, and
Burial Treatment Plan for the 2022-2024 Sites Reservoir Geologic, Geophysical, and Geotechnical
Investigations Project.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any questions.
 
Is there anyone else, other than yourself, that we should be sending these reports to?  Perhaps
Hazel, who we have included before?  We haven’t heard from the tribe in a while regarding cultural
resources studies, so want to make sure that we target the correct folks.
 
Many thanks and looking forward to working with you again.
janis
 
Janis Offermann, MA, RPA
Cultural Resources Practice Lead
Horizon Water and Environment
1801 7th Street, Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95811
530.220.4918
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Executive Summary 
The Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) and the Sites Project Authority (Authority) conducted 
geotechnical and geophysical investigations in 2019, 2020, and 2021 in support of the Sites Reservoir 
Project (Sites Project), which consists of the construction and operation of an off-stream storage 
reservoir (Offerman 2019, ICF 2020). At this time, Reclamation and the Authority are proposing 
additional geotechnical and geophysical investigations also in support of the Sites Project. These 
proposed investigations comprise the 2022 – 2024 Sites Reservoir Geologic, Geophysical, and 
Geotechnical Investigations Project (2022-2024 Geotechnical Project). The 2022-2024 Geotechnical 
Project is located in Colusa and Glenn Counties and south of the town of Dunnigan in Yolo County. 
Previous geotechnical investigations were also conducted in 2019-2021 in Colusa, Glenn, and Yolo 
counties (Offerman 2019; ICF 2020 and 2021).  


Specifically, the 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project will support the engineering and design of the Sites 
Project. Because the 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project requires approval and funding from Reclamation, 
it is a federal undertaking and therefore requires compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act, which requires federal agencies to take into account the effects of their undertakings 
on historic properties.  Historic properties are cultural resources listed or eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Additionally, the 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project requires 
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), of 1970, as amended, that requires 
state and local agencies to identify if the projects would have significant environmental impacts, 
including impacts to historical resources1, unique archaeological sites2, and tribal cultural resources3 
(TCR).  


To assist Reclamation with its Section 106 compliance requirements for the 2022-2024 Geotechnical 
Project, ICF cultural resources staff conducted a cultural resources sensitivity analysis by reviewing the 
sensitivity of the 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project’s Area of Potential Effects (APE) for cultural resources 
(ICF 2022).  


The sensitivity analysis was based on previous cultural resources and survey data on file at the 
Northwest Information Center (NWIC; IC File No. 20-0012), previous survey data on file at the 
Department of Water Resources, geoarchaeological data of the area (Meyer and Rosenthal 2008), and 
relevant background information provided in similar reports prepared for the previous 2019-2021 


 


1 Historical Resources are defined as resources listed, or determined to be eligible by the State Historical 
Resources Commission for listing, in the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) (Public Resources 
Code [PRC] SS5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4850 et seq.) or local registers of historical resources (PRC 5020.1[k]), 
or which are any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript determined by a lead agency 
to be historically significant or significant within any part of California history.   


2 “Unique archeological resource” is a category of archeological resources created by the CEQA statutes (CEQA 
Section 21083.2[g]).  An archeological resource is a unique archeological resource if it meets any of one of three 
criteria:  1) contains information needed to answer important scientific research questions (and there is a 
demonstrable public interest in that information); 2) has a special and particular quality, such as being the oldest 
of its type or the best available example of its type; or 3) is directly associated with a scientifically recognized 
important prehistoric or historic event or person.  


3 As defined in PRC Section 21074, a TCR is a site feature, place, cultural landscape, sacred place or object, which 
is of cultural value to a tribe, and is either on or eligible for the CRHR or a local historic register, or the lead 
agency, at its discretion, chooses to treat the resource as a TCR. 
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geotechnical and geophysical investigations (Offerman 2019, ICF 2020 and 2021). The data indicate that 
6,124 acres of the 8,077-acre APE had received previous cultural resources inventory coverage. The data 
also indicates that 24 previously recorded archaeological sites and one built environment resource are 
adjacent to the APE and two built environment resources are within the APE. No cultural resources have 
been identified within the proposed work areas. 


Protocols (i.e., environmental commitments4) for identifying and avoiding cultural resources within the 
APE for the 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project are included as part of the Project Description (see Section 
1.2). These protocols include cultural resources pedestrian surveys of the APE prior to conducting 
ground-disturbing activities and relocation of the proposed investigation work should cultural resources 
be identified (Environmental Commitment Cul-1 and Environmental Commitment Cul-2).  


Environmental Commitment Cul-3 requires preparation of several documents prior to geotechnical 
exploration: a post-review discovery plan, an archaeological sensitivity training document for 
construction crews, an archaeological monitoring plan, and a Burial Treatment Plan. This document 
contains all four of these requirements in discrete sections that will be used to guide methods and 
protocols for archaeological monitoring, tribal monitoring, discovery and treatment of cultural 
resources, discovery of human remains, and presentation of archaeological sensitivity trainings. The 
environmental commitments and in turn, this document, are exclusively for guidance of the feasibility 
phase of the geotechnical investigations. If necessary, new environmental commitments will be drafted 
for future phases of work. 


  


 


4 Environmental Commitments have been adopted as mitigation measures in the 2022-2024 Sites Reservoir 
Geologic, Geophysical, and Geotechnical Investigations Final Environmental Assessment/Initial Study (Sites Project 
Authority 2022). 
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1.0 Introduction 
The Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) and the Sites Project Authority (Authority) conducted 
geotechnical and geophysical investigations in 2019, 2020, and 2021 in support of the Sites Reservoir 
Project (Sites Project), which consists of the construction and operation of an off-stream storage 
reservoir (Offerman 2019, ICF 2020 and 2021). At this time, Reclamation and the Authority are 
proposing additional geotechnical and geophysical investigations also in support of the Sites Project. 
These proposed investigations comprise the 2022 – 2024 Sites Reservoir Geologic, Geophysical, and 
Geotechnical Investigations Project (2022-2024 Geotechnical Project). The 2022-2024 Geotechnical 
Project is in Colusa and Glenn Counties and south of the town of Dunnigan in Yolo County (Figure 1). The 
2022-2024 Geotechnical Project will support the engineering and design of the Sites Project. Because 
the 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project requires approval by Reclamation, it is a federal undertaking and 
therefore requires compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, which requires 
federal agencies to take into account the effects of their undertakings on historic properties.  Historic 
properties are cultural resources listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP). Additionally, the 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project requires compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970, as amended, that requires state and local agencies to identify 
the significant environmental impacts of their projects, including impacts to historical resources5, unique 
archaeological sites6, and tribal cultural resources7 (TCR). 


To support the engineering and design of the proposed Sites Project and associated facilities, the 
Authority is planning to undertake pre-activity geologic and geotechnical investigations at multiple 
locations within the Area of Potential Effects8 (APE). Figures depicting the APE can be found in the ICF 
2022 report. These figures are not included in this document due to archaeological resource location 
confidentiality. The 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project elements include:  


• Surface geologic investigations consisting of non-invasive soil mapping walking surveys and 
geophysical surveys; 


• Proposed grassland overland routes; and 


• Subsurface geotechnical investigations. 


 


5 Historical Resources are defined as resources listed, or determined to be eligible by the State Historical 
Resources Commission for listing, in the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) (Public Resources 
Code [PRC] SS5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4850 et seq.) or local registers of historical resources (PRC 5020.1[k]), 
or which are any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript determined by a lead agency 
to be historically significant or significant within any part of California history.   


6 “Unique archeological resource” is a category of archeological resources created by the CEQA statutes (CEQA 
Section 21083.2[g]).  An archeological resource is a unique archeological resource if it meets any of one of three 
criteria:  1) contains information needed to answer important scientific research questions (and there is a 
demonstrable public interest in that information); 2) has a special and particular quality, such as being the oldest 
of its type or the best available example of its type; or 3) is directly associated with a scientifically recognized 
important prehistoric or historic event or person.  


7 As defined in PRC Section 21074, a TCR is a site feature, place, cultural landscape, sacred place or object, which 
is of cultural value to a tribe, and is either on or eligible for the CRHR or a local historic register, or the lead 
agency, at its discretion, chooses to treat the resource as a TCR. 


8 See Section 1.3 of this report for a detailed description of the area of potential effects. 
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An archaeological sensitivity analysis (ICF 2022) was prepared for the APE that assesses the sensitivity to 
encounter buried archaeological resources for each proposed 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project activity.  


1.1 Location and Setting 
The geotechnical work identified in this report is located in two geographically separate areas. The 
northern area consists of lands around and within Funks Reservoir and the Antelope Valley foothills. This 
northern area is depicted on the Foster Island, Rail Canyon, Logan Ridge, Logandale, Lodoga, Sites, 
Maxwell, and Manor Slough United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute topographic 
quadrangles.  


The southern area of the 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project consists of areas surrounding the proposed 
Dunnigan Pipeline. It is located approximately 35 miles to the south of the Funks Reservoir area in north-
eastern Yolo County. This area begins at the terminus of the Tehama Colusa Canal at the base of the 
Dunnigan Hills and runs east to the Colusa Basin Drain. This southern area is depicted on the Zamora 
United States Geological Survey 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle. 


1.2 Project Description 
The 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project would be implemented in various locations in Glenn, Colusa, and 
Yolo Counties. The investigations are located in areas in and near the Antelope Valley in Colusa and 
Glenn Counties where the dams, reservoirs, pipelines, and related facilities could be located for the 
proposed Sites Reservoir Project, along with areas near the town of Dunnigan in Yolo County where 
pipelines and related facilities could be located for the proposed Sites Reservoir Project. The focus of the 
investigations would be areas for the proposed Sites Reservoir saddle dams, roads, bridges, pumping 
and generating plants, borrow areas, tunnels, pipelines, and transmission corridors. Geotechnical 
investigations would be located in areas where additional or updated data is needed to inform 
engineering cost projections, design, and permitting requirements for the Sites Project. The three types 
of studies required include: surface geologic (pedestrian surveys), surface geophysical investigations, 
and subsurface geotechnical investigations.  


1.2.1 Surface Geologic Investigations 


 These surveys would include mapping the existing geology of the proposed inundation area, 
conveyance facilities, and roads. Surface geologic investigations (pedestrian surveys) involve noninvasive 
physical methods of survey to determine soil and rock properties at the surface, including walking 
transects, soil mapping, and rock analyses using hand tools (i.e., small hammer). The specific walking 
investigations would be conducted immediately surrounding Funks Reservoir and lands between the 
existing reservoir and the proposed Sites Reservoir inundation area including lands south of Hunters 
Creek, east and south of Funks Creek, adjacent to Maxwell Sites Road, at the northside of the proposed 
Sites Reservoir, and throughout the Dunnigan Pipeline corridor.  


1.2.2 Surface Geophysical Investigations 


These walking surveys would be comprised of up to 100 transect lines in the APE within the Sites 
Reservoir inundation area. Up to 16 geologic pedestrian surveys are also proposed in the APE. 
Geophysical investigations are limited linear survey transects and typically involve various noninvasive 
or minimally invasive physical methods, including seismic, gravitational, magnetic, electrical, and 
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electromagnetic testing to determine the properties of the subsurface. Two types of geophysical surveys 
are proposed: (1) surface seismic refraction testing; and (2) electrical resistivity imaging/tomography. 


Surface seismic refraction testing would be used to determine the properties of the subsurface. This 
method consists of seismic recorders and receiver groups (geophones), a seismic source, and various 
cables. The geophones are placed in the ground on spikes that are approximately 4 to 6 inches long. The 
seismic source may include sledgehammer or weight drop. Three to five field staff would lay an array of 
cables and geophones parallel and perpendicular to the axis of each proposed embankment and other 
proposed associated features’ location. The arrays would vary in length between 100 to 500 feet at a 
time and can be viewed easily by the crew to ensure no disturbance of the equipment occurs during an 
array test. Typically, no other ground disturbance would be necessary, although loose soil may be 
removed by shovel to a depth of approximately 3 inches to provide adequate contact for the 
geophones. 


Electrical resistivity imaging/tomography (ERI/ERT) is a geophysical survey method to determine 
geoelectrical properties of the subsurface. Field measurements commonly utilize half-inch diameter 
stainless steel electrodes, which are driven approximately 4 to 6 inches into the ground with a hand-
sledge or other small sledgehammer. Electrodes are connected to the controller electronics by means of 
multi-channel resistivity cables that convey electrical current to a pair of electrodes and are used to 
measure voltages across other pairs of electrodes. The injected electrical current varies from tens of 
milliamps (10 mA) to about half an amp (500 mA) at approximately 400 volts DC. 


1.2.3 Subsurface Geotechnical Investigations 


The geotechnical investigations would include up to 70 pavement cores, 258 augers and borings, and 33 
cone penetration test (CPT) probes (of these 11 are characterized as seismic CPTs) throughout the APE 
in Colusa, Glenn, and Yolo Counties. s. In addition, approximately 70 piezometers/wells are proposed at 
select auger or boring locations (Table 1). Combined, these various types of subsurface investigations 
allow for onsite material examination and data collection, sampling for additional offsite laboratory 
testing and support determination of material processing requirements. 


Geotechnical exploratory pavement borings, auger and rotary wash borings with downhole testing and 
rock coring, and CPT probes would be used to collect subsurface data and samples, and to examine 
material processing requirements. Downhole testing and laboratory analysis would determine physical 
properties and conditions of the subsurface materials. Downhole testing would include permeability and 
aquifer testing, packer testing, dilatometer testing, pressure meter testing, seismic logging, televiewers, 
and caliper measurements. 


All subsurface geotechnical investigation techniques would require some degree of ground disturbance 
to gain necessary geotechnical information, including spot leveling of areas directly below truck leveling 
jacks and holes measuring 2 to 10 inches in diameter through which augers and sampling equipment 
would be lowered to collect subsurface data and samples. Site preparation is not anticipated prior to 
commencement of activities at the majority of the geotechnical investigation locations. Minor site 
surface grading may be necessary only at investigation areas with moderate to steep slopes or uneven 
terrain to stabilize equipment. Proposed geotechnical investigation areas would consist of the smallest 
footprint necessary to complete the investigations and avoid or minimize impacts to biological 
resources, cultural resources, and any other sensitive resources. 
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Activities at each investigation location would require up to ten personnel, including equipment 
operators and assistants, a utility locator, a geologist/engineer to document conditions encountered, 
biological, cultural, and tribal monitors, project managers, and safety staff. Each geotechnical 
investigation site would be active for a period ranging from 1 day for pavement cores and CPT probes up 
to 21 days for deep bore holes. 


Table 1. Investigation Type and Approximate Number by Sites Project Feature 


Sites Project 
Feature 


2022-2024 Geotechnical Project Investigation Type and Approximate Number  


Sites Reservoir 
Inundation Area 


 


 
1. 70 Pavement Cores, 3 feet below grades 
2. 190 Borings, 30 to 550 feet below grades 
3. 45 Piezometers, 100 to 350 feet below grades 
4. 100 Geophysics Surveys, 700 to 3,000 feet in length, and at each 


investigation point, non-invasive 
5. 10 Geologic Mapping Walking Surveys, non-invasive. 


 
Funks Reservoir 


 


 
1. 10 Borings, 20 to 100 feet below grades 
2. 2 Piezometers, 100 to 350 feet below grades 
3. 1 Geologic Mapping Walking Surveys, non-invasive. 


 
TRR Pipeline  


1. 36 Borings, 50 to 90 feet below grades 
2. 16 Cone Penetration Test Probes, 70 to 90 feet below grades 
3. 5 Seismic Cone Penetration Test Probes, 70 to 90 feet below grades 
4. 15 Piezometers, 100 to 350 feet below grades 
5. 1 Geologic Mapping Walking Surveys, non-invasive. 


 
Dunnigan Pipeline  


1. 20 Borings, 35 to 80 feet below grades 
2. 6 Cone Penetration Test Probes, 70 to 90 feet below grades 
3. 6 Seismic Cone Penetration Test Probes, 70 to 90 feet below grades 
4. 8 Piezometers, 50 to 80 feet below grades 
5. 4 Geologic Mapping Walking Surveys, non-invasive. 


 
Total  


1. 70 Pavement Cores, 3 feet below grades 
2. 258 Borings, varying from 20 to 550 feet below grades 
3. 70 Piezometers, varying from 50 to 350 feet below grades 
4. 33 Cone Penetration Test Probes, varying from 70 to 90 feet below 


grades 
5. 16 Geologic Mapping Surveys, non-invasive 
6. Geophysics Survey at each investigation point (348 total) in 


addition to 100 survey transects, varying in length from 700 to 
3,000 feet, non-invasive. 
 


1.2.4 Borehole Drilling 


Borehole drilling (i.e., pavement, auger, or rotary wash borings) would be performed with a drill rig that 
uses a combination of pilot bit, hollow stem flight augers, and rotary diamond core drilling. Pavement 
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borings are used in roads and on other paved surfaces to remove the surface materials and allow access 
to earth below. In auger boring, vertical holes are drilled by rotating the cross arm of the auger and 
pushing the auger into the ground. When the auger is filled with the soil, it is withdrawn and the soil is 
removed from the auger for examination. The auger is then inserted back into the borehole, pushed into 
the bottom soil by rotation of the cross arm, and the process is repeated. 


For rotary wash borings a casing is first driven into the ground. A hollow drill rod, with a chisel-shaped 
chopping bit at its bottom, is then inserted inside the casing. Water is pumped down into the drill rod 
and acts as a strong jet through the small openings of the bit at the bottom of the drill rod. The jet 
disintegrates the soil in the borehole and carries the broken fragments upward through the space 
between the casing and the drill rod. A separate tube may also be inserted into the casing for sample 
collection. The hollow stem would likely have 8.5-inch outer diameter, and 4.25-inch inner diameter, 
with a 5-foot-long split tube inner barrel for dry core sample collection. Standard Penetration Test 
samplers may also be used at 5-foot intervals within the borehole. All drill cuttings and any drilling fluids 
would be contained onsite in drums or bins and removed from the site to an existing permitted landfill 
or waste treatment facility. 


At a given auger or rotary wash boring location, various types of downhole testing (testing within the 
borehole) would be conducted either concurrently with drilling or following drilling. Downhole testing 
may include any combination of the following methods at frequencies by the engineering team and as 
conditions dictate in the field: dilatometer-pressure meter, optical televiewer, acoustic televiewer, 
suspension logging (seismic downhole), packer testing, dissipation testing, hydraulic profiling tools, mini-
pump testing tools, and others as deemed appropriate depending on the conditions encountered during 
field work. 


Drilling equipment at select locations would need to be left onsite until drilling and downhole testing 
activities are completed. Bore holes would be covered overnight. Once work at each boring site is 
complete, augers and testing equipment are removed, and boring and probes would be grouted and 
resurfaced in accordance with California regulations and industry standards (Water Well Standards, 
DWR 74-81 and 74-90) or would be equipped with a piezometer as described below and the site would 
be returned to its original condition. With respect to fill in four aquatic features (one potentially 
regulated seasonal wetland and three locations within Funks Reservoir) that could not be avoided, the 
top 12 inches of these bore holes would be backfilled with existing topsoil. The areas would then be 
cleared of work items. The duration of activities at a single location would range from one day to a 
three-week period. 


1.2.5 Cone Penetration Tests 


CPTs are minimally invasive and consist of a specialized vehicle that inserts a 1.7-inch-diameter cone 
(probe) into the ground with a hydraulic direct push system, with the probe being advanced out of the 
center of the truck box housed on a diesel truck. Once each test is complete (typically 12 hours), the rod 
is retracted, the hole is grouted and capped with soil, and the area is cleared of work items. Cone tip 
resistance, friction, and pressure data is collected and transmitted to electronic files in real-time via the 
probe and no samples are collected. CPTs allow for more concise mapping of soil profiles (layers) and 
are also used to assess soil properties. 


Seismic CPTs are similar to CPTs and only differ in that they include a seismic cone for measuring 
downhole response to a shear wave. A shear wave source is induced into the ground by striking a steel 
beam at the ground surface with a hammer. Once each test is complete (typically 12 hours), the rod is 
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retracted, the hole is grouted and capped with soil, and the area is cleared of work items and returned 
to its original condition. 


1.2.6 Piezometers and Aquifer Tests 


Both temporary and longer-term (10 years) piezometers would be installed in up to 70 selected boring 
locations in accordance with California regulations and industry standards (Water Well Standards, DWR 
74- 81 and 74-90). Installation of piezometers would not result in additional ground disturbance beyond 
the original boring footprint. Piezometers would be used to evaluate and monitor fluctuations in 
groundwater levels. 


Water levels in piezometers would be monitored approximately four times a year for a period of up to 
10 years. Some locations would be instrumented with an electronic data logger capable of collecting 
data remotely. Monitoring is continuous with this function and only needs to be downloaded 
periodically. Two personnel in one pickup truck or sport utility vehicle would be required for each 
quarterly monitoring event. All monitoring activities would be conducted within the area used to install 
the piezometers. Access to the piezometers would be consistent with the access paths utilized during 
the initial investigation and installation of the piezometers, would be overland, and coordinated with 
private landowners. 


Aquifer testing would be conducted once at select boring locations where piezometers have been 
installed and would consist of either a bail test or a slug test. During a bail test, water is removed to 
empty the casing rapidly (completely or partially) and then the water level recharge is monitored as it 
recovers to its original level. It is estimated that less than 60 gallons of water would be removed during a 
bail test, and this water would be containerized in a 55-gallon drum and the contents would be tested to 
determine appropriate disposal. 


The containerized water would be managed and disposed of in accordance with applicable Regional 
Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) requirements. During a slug test, a cylindrical solid slug is 
lowered into the piezometer to displace water and water levels are monitored to see when the water 
table equilibrates; the slug is then removed, and water table recovery is monitored. No water is pumped 
into or out of the piezometer during a slug test. Bail and slug tests would be conducted during a normal 
day shift and would not require long-term monitoring 


1.2.7 Site Access 


Up to 70 pavement core locations and 25 borings would be located in developed areas (e.g., roadways, 
areas of exposed soil in croplands or developed areas). The remaining augers and borings would be in 
grasslands and oak woodlands located north and south of the town of Sites, around Funks Reservoir, 
adjacent to Funks Creek, Stone Corral Creek, and Antelope Creek in Glenn and Colusa Counties. The only 
exceptions are three locations within Funks Reservoir, one location in a potentially regulated seasonal 
wetland, and 39 within 250 feet of potential seasonal wetlands. Work in Funks Reservoir is scheduled to 
occur when the reservoir has been drained as part of its regular annual maintenance activities which 
generally occur in January and February. The one bore location within a potentially regulated seasonal 
wetland would be conducted in the summer ensuring dry conditions for work activities and would be 
returned to previous conditions following investigation.  


For access purposes, the APE includes large parcels of land in some sections to allow for flexibility in 
accessing multiple investigation sites as access is subject to pending approval by the current landowners 
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in the region. Outside of these larger parcels, overland routes were buffered by 100 feet to allow for 
lateral relocation in case of unfavorable conditions or sensitive resources. Under Environmental 
Commitment General-1 (Gen-1), as further described below, not less than one week prior to 
mobilization for 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project activities, the project geologist and the drilling 
foreman, along with a qualified biologist and cultural resources specialist, will conduct a joint pre-
geotechnical explorations siting/environmental/cultural survey. The team will review the site location 
and drilling plan and will coordinate in the field for the final locations of all geotechnical investigations, 
and the extent of the ground surface preparations (if any) at each location. The team also will confirm 
the means of access by project personnel, and coordinate in the field for the final means and route of 
transportation for access to the project locations. Slight adjustments in the exact location of the 2022-
2024 Geotechnical Project locations may be required to avoid or minimize impacts to cultural or 
biological resources or for other non-resource related reasons. 


Based on the findings of the future field assessments prior to the commencement of work for biological 
and cultural resources, some geotechnical or geophysical locations may differ. In cases where additional 
borings, CPTs, geophysics lines, etc. are needed due to refusals at a given location (i.e., bore/CPT won’t 
advance) or a location needs to shift from the planned location due to unfavorable topography, the 
maximum lateral movement of the site would be 350 feet. The 70 pavement cores were only buffered 
by 50 feet as those locations would be restricted to the roadway prism.  


1.2.8 Environmental Commitments 


To avoid and minimize impacts to environmental and cultural resources, the 2022-2024 Geotechnical 
Project will adhere to a series of standard protocols and procedures, along with environmental 
commitments9. Environmental commitments related to cultural resources would be implemented prior 
to and during project implementation. The objective of the environmental commitments is to avoid, to 
the extent possible, project impacts to cultural resources. A series of environmental commitments has 
also been developed for tribal cultural resources (TCRs). The titles of the commitments, which exemplify 
the breadth of the actions to be taken, are listed below, while the full text of the environmental 
commitments for cultural and TCRs is presented in Appendix A. 


• Environmental Commitment Gen-1: Conduct Joint Pre-Geotechnical Explorations Survey 
• Environmental Commitment Cul-1: Avoid Impacts on Cultural Resources 
• Environmental Commitment Cul-2: Pre-Activity Pedestrian Survey  
• Environmental Commitment Cul-3: Prepare a Post-review Discovery Plan  
• Environmental Commitment Cul-4: Conduct Archaeological Sensitivity Training 
• Environmental Commitment Cul-5: Conduct Archaeological Monitoring 
• Environmental Commitment Cul-6: Immediately Halt Ground-disturbing Activities If Cultural 


Resources Are Discovered and Implement a Post-review Discovery Plan 
• Environmental Commitment Cul-7: Immediately Halt Ground-disturbing Activities If Human 


Remains Are Discovered and Implement a Burial Treatment Plan 
• Environmental Commitment TCR-1: Avoid or Preserve in Place 
• Environmental Commitment TCR-2: Treat Resource with Culturally appropriate Dignity 


 


9 Environmental Commitments have been adopted as mitigation measures in the 2022-2024 Sites Reservoir 
Geologic, Geophysical, and Geotechnical Investigations Final Environmental Assessment/Initial Study (Sites Project 
Authority 2022). 
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• Environmental Commitment TCR-3: Permanent Conservation Easements 


1.2.9 Parties Involved in Monitoring Effort 


The following parties are involved in the monitoring effort for the 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project: 


• United States Bureau of Reclamation – Federal Lead Agency for the project 


• Sites Project Authority and its consultants 


o ICF – Consultant providing archaeological monitoring directly and through 
subcontractors 


• Cachil Dehe Band of Wintun Native Americans – Consulting Tribe on project  


• Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation – Consulting Tribe on project, providing tribal monitoring through 
their Tribal Historic Protection Office 


1.3 Area of Potential Effects 
Under 36 CFR §800.16(d), the APE is defined as “the geographic area or areas within which an 
undertaking may directly or indirectly cause alterations in the character or use of historic properties, if 
any such properties exist.” The APE for the proposed 2022-2024 Geotechnical was established by 
Reclamation. The APE encompasses the maximum possible area of direct and indirect effects on cultural 
resources resulting from the proposed undertaking. This includes the proposed surface geological 
mapping areas, surface geophysical investigation areas, grassland overland routes, and subsurface 
geotechnical investigation areas. The APE also includes a 300-foot-wide buffer surrounding the 
geophysical and geological mapping areas and the subsurface geotechnical investigation areas. A 50-
foot-wide buffer surrounds the grassland overland routes. For access purposes, the APE includes large 
parcels of land in some sections to allow for flexibility in accessing multiple investigation sites as access 
is subject to pending approval by the current landowners in the region. As mentioned above, these 
buffers are designed to allow modifications in the locations of routes and proposed work areas.   


The horizontal APE consists of approximately 8,077 acres and encompasses all work areas and the 
surrounding buffers. The vertical APE includes the maximum above and below-ground extents. The 
above ground APE may extend the height of the drilling machinery yet is only temporary during drilling 
activities. The vertical APE below the surface may extend to 500 feet downward for geotechnical bores, 
CPT probes, and piezometer installation. No previously recorded archaeological resources occur within 
the APE and two built environment resources are present within the APE but will not be impacted by 
project-related activities. One resource is an active railroad corridor, and the other is an active irrigation 
canal. Because both resources are existing infrastructure that are currently being used, no project 
activities can take place within either of the resources. 
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2.0 Post Review Discovery Plan 
This section presents the protocols to be followed in the event of an unanticipated discovery of 
archaeological resources, pursuant to 36 CFR §800.13(b). It also presents guidelines for evaluating 
whether an archaeological resource is likely to be eligible for listing in the NRHP.  


2.1 Archaeological Resources 
Examples of archaeological resources include stone tools or flakes, hearth features (i.e., fire-modified 
rock alignments with associated faunal, floral, or lithic artifacts associated with pre-contact Native 
American habitation sites), or accumulations of historic-period items (e.g., patent medicine bottles, milk 
tins, clay pipes) or historic-period features (e.g., foundations). In the event that potential archaeological 
resources are identified during project-related ground disturbance, the following procedures will be 
followed. 


2.1.1 Stop Work 


If the geotechnical investigation contractor and staff, an archaeological monitor, Native American 
monitor, another environmental monitor, construction crew member, or other project personnel 
believes that he or she has made an unanticipated discovery of an archaeological resource, all ground-
disturbing work within 100 feet of the find will cease immediately. Authorization to stop work lies with 
any of the above individuals. The archaeological monitor, or if an archaeological monitor is not present, 
the Authority employee or contractor will immediately contact the Reclamation Project Lead, the 
Authority Project Lead and the Authority-provided archaeologist. The archaeological monitor, in 
consultation with the tribal monitor, will develop recommendations for protection, preservation in 
place, or treatment in coordination with the Authority-provided archaeologist and provide those to the 
Authority Project Lead within 24 hours. The Authority Project Lead will then notify Reclamation of the 
find and the recommendations in writing. Reclamation will then determine what actions should be taken 
to protect and preserve the resource. In turn, the Authority will implement those actions.  


2.1.2 Evaluate the Discovery 


The Authority-provided archaeologist or archaeological monitor and tribal monitor will analyze the 
discovery to determine whether it is an archaeological resource, if it is in a primary depositional context, 
and if it is an isolated find. If the Authority-provided archaeologist or archaeological monitor 
determines, in consultation with the tribal monitor, that the discovery is not an archaeological resource, 
project-related ground disturbance may continue in the location of the discovery at the direction of the 
Authority-provided archaeologist or archaeological monitor. 


If the Authority-provided archaeologist or archaeological monitor determines the discovery to be in a 
disturbed context (i.e., located within fill or an area that was previously mixed), or is an isolated find, the 
find will be documented in the Archaeological Monitoring Log (Appendix B), its location recorded, and 
photographed with a digital camera. If the find is an isolated artifact, it will be reburied at a location and 
depth where it will not be disturbed again by project activities. If the find is determined to be a 
prehistoric resource, the exact location will be determined in consultation with the lead tribal monitor. 
Ground-disturbing activities may continue at the location of the discovery at the direction of the 
Authority-provided archaeologist or archaeological monitor in consultation with the lead tribal monitor. 
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If the discovery is not an isolated artifact and is in a primary depositional context, the Authority-
provided archaeologist, will notify Reclamation of the find and, in consultation with interested Tribes 
and other interested parties, will evaluate the eligibility of the resource for inclusion in the NRHP. 
Procedures for determining NRHP eligibility during construction typically differ from those commonly 
used prior to construction. In construction contexts, visual inspection of archaeological materials during 
construction-related excavation often results in the collection of sufficient data to allow for a 
recommendation of potential NRHP eligibility. If a resource appears to meet the appropriate NRHP 
eligibility criteria, it may be assumed to be NRHP-eligible, and efforts can subsequently focus on the 
resolution of adverse effects. However, if eligibility cannot be determined by visual inspection of the 
find during initial discovery, test excavations may be necessary, as determined in consultation among 
the Authority, Reclamation, SHPO, and other parties that may ascribe significance to the property. Test 
excavations may involve one or more of the following methods: shovel test pits, backhoe trenching, 
auguring, or hand-excavated control units. Exact methods to be used for test excavation will be 
determined through consultation with consulting Tribes (see Section 1.2.8) and SHPO. 


If the Authority-provided archaeologist, archaeological monitor, or tribal monitor, determines that a site 
is potentially eligible for the NRHP, the Authority will have 48 hours from the time of the discovery in 
which to notify Reclamation, who will in turn notify SHPO and other relevant parties. Notification will 
include a description of the site, the circumstances that led to the discovery, recommendations for 
actions to be taken, and, if possible, a discussion of eligibility. Once consultation between the Authority, 
Reclamation, and the consulted parties is complete, treatment measures will be implemented. Ground-
disturbing activities may not resume at the location of the discovery until authorized by the Authority-
provided archaeologist. 


If the qualified archaeological monitor and tribal monitor disagree regarding the determination to stop 
ground-disturbing activities, the lead tribal monitor or Tribal Historic Preservation Officer may mark the 
location of the discovery for avoidance and contact the Authority-provided archaeologist to request 
reconsideration of whether to stop work. The Authority will consider the request and, if appropriate, 
resolve the dispute. 
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3.0 Archaeological Monitoring Plan 


3.1 Introduction 
This section is an Archaeological Monitoring Plan for the 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project. It has been 
prepared to facilitate implementation of the project according to Environmental Commitment (EC) Cul-
3. This Archaeological Monitoring Plan provides a framework to guide archaeological monitoring for the 
2022-2024 Geotechnical Project and to detail the procedures to be followed if potentially significant 
archaeological resources or human remains are encountered during ground disturbance. The following 
sections outline the project’s archaeological monitoring protocol and the procedures to be followed in 
the event of unanticipated discoveries and define the process for determining the significance of 
cultural resources. According to EC Cul-2, archaeological surveys will be conducted prior to ground 
disturbance in all work areas to identify whether any previously unidentified archaeological sites are 
present. If any archaeological resources are identified as a result of the surveys or monitoring, EC-1 
requires avoidance of the resource. Full text for each Environmental Commitment can be found in 
Appendix A. This section only applies to archaeological monitoring. Native American monitoring 
protocols are provided in the Burial Treatment Plan section.  


3.2 Monitoring Methods 
A qualified archaeological monitor will monitor all project-related ground-disturbing activities. For the 
purpose of this monitoring plan, consistent with the ICF 2022 sensitivity report, ground disturbance is 
defined as anything over three inches below ground surface in areas of loose soil. The monitors’ tasks 
will include observing the active excavation and excavated substrate for archaeological materials, 
maintaining a daily Archaeological Monitoring Log (see Appendix B) describing monitoring activities, 
documenting all unanticipated discoveries, and ensuring that all post-review discovery procedures are 
followed. The archaeological monitor will familiarize him/herself with the ICF 2022 sensitivity report that 
indicates buried site sensitivity for each work location. Because archaeological monitoring is 
unnecessary for any work being conducted in Pleistocene deposits, the archaeological monitor will use 
the information in the sensitivity report to determine if archaeological monitoring is necessary and if so, 
to what depths. 


3.2.1 General Requirements 


• The archaeological monitor will be provided sufficient workspace and an unobstructed view of 
excavation activities.  


• As needed, the archaeological monitor is authorized to pause construction to examine potential 
archaeological resources. 


3.2.2 Level of Effort 


• If ground-disturbing work is conducted in multiple locations simultaneously, one archaeological 
monitor and/or tribal monitor will be present at each location depending on archaeological 
sensitivity. 


• The number of archaeological monitors in the field at any one time will vary based on the 
number of locations where ground-disturbing work is occurring. 







 


1/18/2023 REPORT |Post Review Discovery Plan Page 18 of 26 


• The hours worked by individual archeological monitors in a single day will vary depending upon 
the construction schedule.  


3.2.3 Communication Protocol 


If the geotechnical investigation contractor and staff, an archaeological monitor, tribal monitor, another 
environmental monitor, construction crew member, or other project personnel believes that he or she 
has made an unanticipated discovery of an archaeological resource, all ground-disturbing work within 
100 feet of the find will cease immediately. Authorization to stop work lies with any of the above 
individuals. The archaeological monitor, or if an archaeological monitor is not present, the Authority 
employee or contractor will immediately contact the Reclamation Project Lead, the Authority Project 
Lead and the Authority-provided archaeologist. The archaeological monitor will develop 
recommendations for protection, preservation in place, or treatment in coordination with the Authority-
provided archaeologist, and provide those to the Authority Project Lead within 24 hours. The Authority 
Project Lead will then notify Reclamation of the find and the recommendations in writing. Reclamation 
will then determine what actions should be taken to protect and preserve the resource. In turn, the 
Authority will implement those actions. If necessary, the Authority-provided archaeologist will be 
responsible for disseminating information related to the find to the Reclamation archaeologist, SHPO, 
and other relevant parties. Contact names, roles, and telephone numbers will be provided as part of the 
Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) training.  


3.2.4 Safety 


Dangerous working conditions can exist at a work site, particularly where heavy equipment is involved. 
The Construction Project Manager will review safety procedures with the archaeological monitors and 
will instruct the monitors on applicable daily safety procedures. The archaeological monitors will be 
invited to attend all daily preconstruction meetings and all relevant scheduled safety trainings. 
Archaeological monitors are responsible for participating in all safety meetings held in the field and are 
personally responsible for their own safety. As governed under California Government Code Sections 
8350–8351, the use or influence of drugs or alcohol is prohibited by all personnel or visitors associated 
with the project while present at the work site. The Authority may, in its sole discretion, but on a 
reasonable basis, refuse to employ or grant project access to monitors who endanger the safety of other 
workers on the project. 


3.2.5 Reporting 


The archaeological monitor will prepare summary memos detailing notable monitoring events during 
construction activities and submit them to the Authority. The memos will also include copies of daily 
monitoring logs. The memos will be completed approximately every month or couple of months, and/or 
in line with project phases. One or more monitoring reports will also be prepared to document the full 
results and efforts completed for monitoring. The Authority will determine the schedule for receipt of 
the monitoring report once monitoring has been completed. The report will describe the activities and 
results of archaeological monitoring, with all documentation prepared during construction monitoring 
attached.  


The report will include the following sections.  


• Introduction  
• Previous Investigations 
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• Methods 
• Findings 
• Discussion 
• Conclusions 


Within 15 business days of receiving the archaeological monitoring report, the Authority will provide an 
electronic version of the document to Reclamation and relevant stakeholders. 
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4.0 Cultural Resources Awareness Training 
Per EC Cul-4, prior to commencing ground-disturbing activities, an archaeologist, and tribal 
representative should they choose to participate, will provide mandatory training to construction 
personnel on proper procedures and conduct in the event that archaeological materials are 
encountered. The preconstruction training will be followed by periodic in-field training sessions as 
needed (e.g., upon construction personnel changes or major changes in setting of construction 
activities). These training sessions will be conducted prior to each project phase as part of the 
comprehensive environmental training sessions attended by construction staff and other project 
personnel. All training sessions will be conducted in person or virtually, and in English. Topics to be 
addressed during training sessions include the following:  


• the purpose for archaeological monitoring,  


• cultural resources regulations,  


• basic identification of archaeological resources, and  


• proper discovery protocols including contact information of key individuals that need to be 
notified.  


Names, roles, and contact information will be provided for all individuals who may need to be notified if 
archaeological resources are discovered.  


Construction crew supervisors will be responsible for ensuring that all construction crew members 
adhere to the guidelines and restrictions outlined in the training program. A sign-in sheet will be used to 
document training attendance. Training content is provided in Appendix C. 
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5.0 Burial Treatment Plan 
As required by EC Cul-7, this section is a Burial Treatment Plan for the 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project. 
This Burial Treatment Plan provides a framework to guide tribal monitoring for the project and to detail 
the procedures to be followed if human remains or ceremonial items and items of cultural patrimony 
are encountered during project-related ground disturbance.  


5.1 Cultural Affiliation 
The Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation and Cachil Dehe Band of Wintun Indians of the Colusa Indian 
Community agree that the project includes land traditionally occupied by their Tribes, that the Tribes are 
lineal descendants, and that they are culturally affiliated to the burials and grave goods within the 
project vicinity. 


5.2 Coordination 
The Authority will coordinate with the Tribe responsible for providing a tribal monitor regarding 
forecasted work and schedule. This will include identifying when and where the tribal monitor will meet 
in the field with construction personnel.  


If the schedule changes and project elements where monitoring is required are to occur on an 
unscheduled day, the Authority project lead will provide reasonable notification (no less than 48 hours) 
to tribal monitors and the consultant archaeologist before the project element commences.  


5.3 Safety 
Dangerous working conditions can exist at a work site, particularly where heavy equipment is involved. 
The site supervisor will review safety procedures with the tribal monitors and will instruct the tribal 
monitors on applicable daily safety procedures. The tribal monitors will be invited to attend all daily 
preconstruction meetings and all relevant scheduled safety trainings. Tribal monitors are responsible for 
participating in all safety meetings held in the field and are personally responsible for their own safety. 
Tribal monitors will be notified of any safety meetings that they are required to attend and will be 
compensated for their time when attending safety meetings. As governed under California Government 
Code Sections 8350–8351, the use or influence of drugs or alcohol is prohibited by all personnel or 
visitors associated with the project while present at the work site. The Authority may, in its sole 
discretion, but on a reasonable basis, refuse to employ or grant project access to tribal monitors who 
endanger the safety of other workers on the project. 


5.4 Monitor Qualifications 
Tribal monitors will meet qualifications set by each Tribe’s Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO), 
Tribal Preservation Department, or Tribal Council to be a tribal monitor, which may include training by 
elders, a THPO, or Tribal Preservation Department. The Tribes will provide the Authority with the names 
of each tribal monitor. 
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5.5 Monitoring Protocols 
If, after receiving the weekly work forecast report, the Tribe determine that tribal monitoring is 
necessary and the Authority approves, the Tribe responsible for providing a tribal monitor will schedule 
the appropriate personnel. If the Tribe fails to provide a monitor, or if a monitor does not report to the 
agreed-upon location, then project activities may proceed. Any unanticipated discoveries of tribal 
cultural items will be managed in accordance with the standard procedures stated in this plan and the 
post review discovery plan found in Section 2.0, pursuant to 36 CFR §800.13(b), as appropriate. 


The tribal monitors’ tasks will include observing the active excavation of materials. The tribal monitor 
will be provided sufficient workspace and an unobstructed view of excavations. The Authority will 
authorize the tribal monitor to pause construction periodically as needed for a closer examination of 
exposed sediments or artifacts. The tribal monitor may record daily observations and may take 
photographs of project-related ground disturbance or activities that affect tribal resources or cultural 
items. 


In the event that potential tribal cultural items or human remains are discovered, all work at the specific 
location will cease immediately. The tribal monitors are empowered to stop and relocate excavation 
activities pending further investigation by coordinating with the Authority’s construction manager. The 
tribal monitor and the onsite consulting archaeologist will assess whether the discovery is a tribal or 
archaeological resource. 


The tribal monitor, in cooperation with the consulting Authority-provided archaeologist, may 
photograph and describe the discovery and document its location. The discovery will be analyzed to 
determine whether it includes tribal cultural resources or whether it is a non-tribal archaeological 
resource. Based on this analysis, the tribal monitor will recommend one of the following procedures: 


• If the tribal monitor determines that the discovery does not include burials, burial soils, burial 
objects, or tribal cultural items, and if the consulting archaeologist determines that the 
discovery is not a tribal archaeological resource, then project-related ground disturbance may 
continue in the location of the discovery without tribal involvement once unanticipated 
discovery measures are carried through. 


• If the tribal monitor determines that the discovery includes burials, burial soils, burial objects, or 
tribal cultural items, a 100-foot protective buffer area will immediately be established. The 
Authority, in consultation with the Tribe, will take the necessary steps to protect the discovery. 
Although immediate steps will be taken to protect the discovery from further damage, such as 
covering the discovery with a tarp, reburial, and cordoning-off a 100-foot area around the 
discovery from future ground disturbance, additional steps to protect the discovery will be 
determined through discussion among the Authority, Reclamation, SHPO, and the Tribes.  


The Authority will consult with Reclamation, the Tribes, and SHPO concerning the nature, significance, 
and extent of the discovery. The parties will develop and implement a plan to accommodate reburial or 
modifications to project activities. Neither ground-disturbing excavations nor other, non-ground-
disturbing activities may continue at the location of the discovery until approval is obtained from the 
Authority after the appropriate consultation among Reclamation, SHPO, and the Tribes has occurred. 
Authorization to resume work in the discovery location will take the form of an email or hard copy 
document from the Authority.   
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Ground-disturbing activities are those that have the potential to uncover cultural resources that may not 
be currently visible on the surface and include but are not limited to the following: major or minor 
grading or earthwork; new or enlarged excavation for installation of fences, gates, utility poles, or 
culverts, and geotechnical boring. Non-ground-disturbing activities include fence, pole, or culvert 
replacement when such work or replacement does not displace or expose soils determined by the 
Authority and the Tribes to be composed of culturally sensitive fill material; installation of material and 
equipment solely above ground; removal of project environmental and erosion control measures; 
equipment demobilization; and other project closeout activities that do not displace or expose soils 
determined to be composed of culturally sensitive fill material. However, unusual circumstances may 
render the above categories inapplicable for some activities in some locations. For example, many of the 
activities above could be considered ground-disturbing if done near or within a known cemetery or 
recorded archaeological site. If there is any question, the Authority will consult with the Tribes prior to 
commencing work.  


• If suspected Native American human remains in any state of decomposition or skeletal 
completeness are found during project activities on non-Federal lands, the Authority will 
immediately contact the County Coroner and the Tribes. The Coroner will ensure that 
notification is provided to the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) as required by 
California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 and Public Resources Code Section 5097.98(a). 
California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 establishes the authority of the County 
coroner regarding the discovery of human remains and the role of the NAHC if the Coroner 
determines that the remains are that of a Native American. Public Resources Code Section 
5097.98 details the notification process used by the NAHC for the discovery of Native American 
human remains, specifies the role of the Most Likely Descendant (MLD), and provides guidance 
for the appropriate and dignified disposition of human remains and associated grave goods. 


• If suspected Native American human remains in any state of decomposition or skeletal 
completeness are found during project activities on Federal lands, Reclamation will follow 
guidance mandated in the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA). 
NAGPRA protocols are detailed in Appendix D of this document.   


• If the tribal monitor determines the discovery to not be a tribal resource, and the Authority-
provided archaeologist or archaeological monitor determines the discovery to be a non-tribal 
cultural or archaeological resource subject to the terms of any agreements or any of its 
implementing documents, then the Authority-provided archaeologist or archaeological monitor 
will follow the procedures therein and as generally described above, without further 
involvement by the tribal monitor or Tribes. 


• All decisions by the tribal monitor as to whether discoveries are tribal resources will be 
documented in writing. If there is a dispute about a tribal monitor’s decision, including disputes 
arising from the Authority’s refusal to acknowledge or respect the tribal monitor’s decision or 
conflicting recommendations from tribal staff or monitors, the Authority must consult with the 
THPO, Tribal Council, or Tribal Preservation Department to confirm or reject the tribal monitor’s 
decision.  


5.6 Treatment and Disposition of Human Remains 
If Native American human remains are discovered on private or non-federal public land, the following 
provisions will be followed: 
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• When human remains are discovered on privately owned or non-federal public land, other than 
at a dedicated cemetery, the Authority will notify the land owner, the County Coroner, and the 
Tribes immediately.  Any excavation or disturbance within 100 feet of the site or any nearby 
area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent remains will cease (California Health and Safety 
Code Section 7050.5(b)).  If the coroner determines that the remains are likely Native American, 
the coroner will notify the NAHC, who will identify the MLD. 


• The MLD will be allowed, under California Public Resources Code Sections 5097.98 (a) and 
21083.2 and State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5 (e), to: (1) inspect the site of the discovery; 
and (2) make recommendations as to how the human remains and grave goods will be treated 
and disposed of with appropriate dignity. 


• The MLD will complete its inspection within 48 hours of receiving notification from either the 
landowner or the NAHC, as required by California Public Resources Code Section 5097.98 (a). 
The Parties (the MLD and the landowner) agree to discuss, in good faith, what constitutes 
“appropriate dignity” as that term is used in the applicable statutes. 


• Reburial of human remains will be accomplished in compliance with the California Public 
Resources Code Sections 5097.98 (a) and (b) and 21083.2 and State CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5 (e). 


• The MLD may wish to rebury the human remains and associated ceremonial and cultural items 
on or near the site of their discovery, in an area that will not be subject to future subsurface 
disturbances. Should the MLD recommend reburial of the human remains and associated 
ceremonial and cultural items on or near the site of their discovery, the landowner will make 
good faith efforts to accommodate the MLD’s request. If for some legitimate reason beyond the 
landowner's control the MLD's request cannot be accommodated, the landowner will make 
reasonable alternative dispositional arrangements that are acceptable to the MLD. 


• The term “human remains” encompasses more than human bones because the Tribe’s 
traditions periodically necessitated the ceremonial burning of human remains, and monitors will 
make recommendations for removal of cremated remains.  


• Grave goods are those artifacts associated with any human remains. These items and the soil, in 
an area encompassing up to 2 feet in diameter around the burial, and other funerary remnants 
and their ashes, are to be treated in the same manner as human bone fragments or bones that 
remain intact. 


If Native American human remains are discovered during project activities on lands administered by 
Reclamation, all activities that may further disturb the remains will cease in the vicinity of the discovery 
(i.e., within 100 feet of the discovery) and Reclamation will be notified immediately. Reclamation will 
then follow the NAGPRA protocols detailed in Appendix D of this document. The federal land managing 
agency is responsible for complying with NAGPRA and its implementing regulations found at 43 CFR 10 
when human remains are discovered on federally managed lands.  These responsibilities cannot be 
delegated to other non-federal entities.   
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5.7 Treatment and Disposition of Cultural Items 
Ceremonial items and items of cultural patrimony reflect traditional religious beliefs and practices of the 
Tribe. For such materials identified on private or non-federal public land, the Authority, in consultation 
with the landowner, agrees to return all Native American ceremonial items and items of cultural 
patrimony to the MLD for appropriate treatment, unless the Authority is ordered to do otherwise by a 
court or agency of competent jurisdiction. Where appropriate (from the perspective of the Tribes), and 
agreed upon in advance by the Tribes, certain analyses of certain artifact types will be permitted, which 
may include, but which may not necessarily be limited to, shell, bone, ceramic, stone or other artifacts. 


No materials from federal lands will be collected during project activities unless the Authority and its 
contractors are directed to do so by the federal land managing agency, which would require prior 
agreement between the Authority and/or its contractors and the federal land managing agency on the 
treatment and disposition of materials. 


5.8 Ownership Relinquishment 
The Authority waives any and all claims to ownership of Native American ceremonial and cultural 
artifacts that may be found on properties administered by the Authority within the project site. If 
examination of cultural artifacts by an entity or individual other than the MLD is necessary, that entity or 
individual will return said artifacts to the MLD within 30 days or any other agreed upon time frame from 
the initial recovery of the items. 


5.9 Reporting Requirements 
All archaeological sampling and monitoring will be documented, regardless of the presence or absence 
of tribal cultural items. Tribal and archaeological monitor timecards will include a location and brief 
description of the work performed each day. The monitor timecards will match the daily summaries. 


In addition, if there are unanticipated discoveries of tribal cultural items, the Authority requests that 
Tribes ensure that a brief tribal monitoring report is prepared for the discovery and submitted to the 
Authority within 5 business days of when a decision is reached regarding disposition of the 
unanticipated discovery. The report will describe the activities and results of tribal monitoring, including 
issues that may have arisen and how they were (or were not) resolved to the tribal monitor’s or Tribe’s 
satisfaction. All pertinent field documentation will be attached to the report. 
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Appendix A 
Environmental Commitments – Cultural Resources 


The following standardized environmental measures, plans, protocols, and best management 
practices (BMPs) would be implemented prior to and during the 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project 
implementation, as appropriate to avoid and/or minimize potential impacts to cultural resources. 
These commitments are based on current adopted rules and regulations; established regulatory 
agency plans, policies, or programs; or accepted industry standards.  


Environmental Commitments – General 
Gen-1: Conduct Joint Pre-Geotechnical Explorations Survey 


No less than 1 week prior to mobilization, the project geologist, drilling foreman, and agency-
approved biologist and cultural resource specialists will conduct a joint pre-geotechnical 
explorations survey. This team will review the site location and drilling plan and coordinate in the 
field the final locations of the borehole and geophysics lines, and the extent of the ground surface 
preparations (if any) at each bore location. The team will also confirm means of access by 
geotechnical studies personnel, and coordinate in the field the final means of transportation and 
route of transportation for accessing the locations. 


Environmental Commitments – Cultural Resources 
The following environmental commitments will be implemented to avoid and/or minimize effects 
on cultural resources during geotechnical and geological investigations. To ensure implementation, 
the measures listed in this section will be included in the specifications for the 2022-2024 
Geotechnical Project. 


Cul-1: Avoid Impacts on Cultural Resources  
Impacts on known historical resources/historic properties, including prehistoric and historic-era 
archaeological sites, buildings, structures, Traditional Cultural Properties, and human remains shall 
be avoided. Methods of avoidance during 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project planning shall include 
relocation of geologic, geotechnical, and geophysical investigation locations to at least 50 feet away 
from any identified resource dependent upon the resource and the area, prioritizing the use of 
existing roadways or other previously disturbed locations for the investigations, rerouting of access 
routes and the installation of protective fencing around resources where appropriate. 


Cul-2: Pre-Activity Pedestrian Survey 
Once the geotechnical field investigation sites have been identified, archaeological survey will be 
conducted in all work areas to identify whether any previously unidentified archaeological sites are 
present. This activity will be conducted regardless of whether or not a previous cultural resources 
survey has covered the area to ensure adequate coverage. All newly identified resources will be 
recorded on California Department of Parks and Recreation 523-Series forms. If archaeological 
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resources are identified during pre-activity survey, the Authority will ensure that they are entirely 
avoided by implementing the measures in Cul-1 (Avoid Impacts on Cultural Resources). 


Cul-3: Prepare a Post-review Discovery Plan  
Prior to the start of geotechnical exploration, a Post-review Discovery Plan will be prepared. Not all 
cultural resources are visible on the ground surface. Protocols for addressing the accidental 
discovery of archaeological resources or human remains that are not visible on the ground surface 
during 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project implementation shall be outlined in a Post-review Discovery 
Plan. The Post-review Discovery Plan shall be developed prior to ground disturbance so that all 
parties are aware of the actions required if buried archaeological resources are encountered during 
project implementation.  


At a minimum, the Post-review Discovery Plan shall include protocols and procedures for 
addressing post-review discoveries, Archaeological Sensitivity Training for project personnel, an 
Archaeological Monitoring Plan, and a Burial Treatment Plan. The Plan will be consistent with 
36CFR800.13(b)9(3).   


The Archaeological Sensitivity Training will cover the historical context, resource types (using 
representative photographs of soils, features or artifacts if appropriate) and legal status of known 
resources, regulatory protections, penalties for noncompliance, benefits of compliance, as well as 
the avoidance and minimization measures that the 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project has 
implemented. The training will be conducted prior to the start of geotechnical explorations.  


The Archaeological Monitoring Plan describes qualifications and protocols for monitoring project-
related ground disturbance, including the following:  


• Documentation and chain-of-command notifications  


• Procedures for securing an area where cultural remains are discovered  


• Procedures for evaluating the nature of the finds  


• The schedule for notifications and conducting activities associated with evaluating the finds.  


• Protocols for establishing minimum depth of borings when monitoring is no longer needed  


Specific activities to be monitored include subsurface geotechnical boring. Boring samples will be 
collected in clear plastic sleeves to allow for inspection of soils contained in the samples.  


The Burial Treatment Plan describes specific procedures for burial discovery, including 
documentation and chain-of-command notifications, and procedures for securing an area where 
burials are discovered. 


Cul-4: Conduct Archaeological Sensitivity Training  
Archaeological Sensitivity Training (see Cul-3) will be conducted for the 2022-2024 Geotechnical 
Project. 


Prior to the start of geotechnical exploration, a qualified archaeologist who meets the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards will conduct a mandatory archaeological sensitivity training (see Cul-3) for 
all personnel involved in the geotechnical and geological investigation (personnel) work about 
cultural resources sensitivity in the 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project area and cultural resources that 
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could be encountered during project work. Participants will be required to sign a form that states 
they have received and understand the training. The Authority will maintain the record of training 
and make it available to the project’s cultural resources staff and to Bureau of Reclamation, upon 
request. The project foreman will ensure that the new personnel brought onto the project receive 
the mandatory training before starting work.  


Cul-5: Conduct Archaeological Activity Monitoring  
Archaeological monitoring (see Cul-3) will be conducted for the 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project.  


One qualified archaeological monitor shall monitor ground-disturbing activities associated with the 
project (i.e., subsurface geotechnical boring). Once boring activities reach depths exceeding that 
which is likely to encounter cultural remains as described and established in the Archaeological 
Monitoring Plan, monitoring is no longer necessary. One Native American monitor (as appropriate 
according to project consultation with tribes) will also be invited to monitor these same project 
ground disturbing activities.  


In accordance with Cul-6 (Immediately Halt Ground-disturbing Activities if Cultural Resources Are 
Discovered and Implement a Post-review Discovery Plan), if any important (potentially eligible) 
prehistoric or historic-era features, or any human remains, are exposed during geotechnical 
investigations, the archaeological monitor shall have the authority to notify the appropriate 
contractor supervisor to stop work in the vicinity of the find and implement the Post-review 
Discovery Plan. If human remains are encountered, the archaeological monitor will also initiate Cul-
7 (Immediately Halt Ground-disturbing Activities if Human Remains Are Discovered and Implement 
a Burial Treatment Plan). Resources identified during geotechnical investigation activities will be 
treated in accordance with Cul-1 (Avoid Impacts on Cultural Resources).  


Cul-6: Immediately Halt Ground-disturbing Activities if Cultural 
Resources Are Discovered and Implement a Post-review Discovery 
Plan  


If important (potentially eligible) cultural resources, such as structural features, unusual amounts of 
bone or shell, flaked or ground stone artifacts, historic-era artifacts, human remains, or architectural 
remains are encountered during any project activities, work shall be suspended in coordination with 
the appropriate contractor supervisor immediately at the location of the find and within an 
appropriate radius, with a minimum of 50 feet. The project will implement Cul-1 (Avoid Impacts on 
Cultural Resources) and implement the Post-review Discovery Plan (see Cul-3). 


As part of the Post-review Discovery Plan, a qualified archaeologist shall conduct a field 
investigation of the find and recommend avoidance measures deemed necessary for the protection 
of any cultural resource concluded by the archaeologist to represent an historical resource, unique 
archaeological resource, or a potential historic property. The project will implement Cul-1 (Avoid 
Impacts on Cultural Resources). 


If necessary, the qualified archaeologist shall recommend additional measures in consultation with 
responsible agencies and, as appropriate, interested parties such as Native American tribes. The 
responsible agencies shall determine when/if ground-disturbing activities at the geotechnical 
location may resume. 
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All the activities identified above shall be detailed in the Post-review Discovery Plan so that all 
parties are aware of the actions required if buried archaeological sites are encountered during 
2022-2024 Geotechnical Project implementation. Discoveries of human remains shall be treated as 
described in the following sections for Cul-7 (Immediately Halt Ground-disturbing Activities if 
Human Remains Are Discovered and Implement a Burial Treatment Plan). 


Cul-7: Immediately Halt Ground-disturbing Activities if Human 
Remains Are Discovered and Implement a Burial Treatment Plan 


The 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project activities have the potential to have unanticipated significant 
impacts on buried human remains where there is no surface indication of their presence. These 
circumstances may include human remains located outside of known cemeteries, such as unmarked 
family cemeteries. In these circumstances, the requirements of California Health and Human Safety 
Code 7050.5 shall be followed. If human remains are discovered on federal lands, the federal land 
managing agency should be notified immediately, and should the Coroner determine the find may be 
Native American, then the federal land managing agency must follow the procedures of the Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act. 


In accordance with the California Health and Safety Code, if human remains are uncovered during 
ground-disturbing activities, the potentially damaging excavation must halt in the area of the 
remains and the local County Coroner must be notified. The Coroner is required to examine all 
discoveries of human remains within 48 hours of receiving notice of a discovery on private or State 
lands (Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5(b)). If the Coroner determines that the remains are 
those of a Native American, he or she must contact the Native American Heritage Commission by 
phone within 24 hours of making that determination (Health and Safety Code Section 7050(c)). 
Pursuant to the provisions of Public Resources Code Section 5097.98, the Native American Heritage 
Commission will identify a Most Likely Descendant. The Most Likely Descendant designated by the 
Native American Heritage Commission will have at least 48 hours to inspect the site and propose 
treatment and disposition of the remains and any associated grave goods. 


All the activities identified above shall be detailed in a Burial Treatment Plan (Cul-3) and developed 
in consultation with local Native American tribes prior to project implementation so that all parties 
are aware of the actions required if buried human remains of Native American origin are uncovered 
during project implementation. If human remains that are not of Native American origin are 
discovered, disposition of the remains shall be determined in consultation with the Coroner or 
possible descendants, if they can be identified.  
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Environmental Commitments – Tribal Cultural 
Resources 


If the Authority as CEQA lead agency determines that the 2022-2024 Geotechnical Project may cause 
a substantial adverse change to a tribal cultural resource, and measures are not otherwise identified 
during the consultation process, the CEQA lead agency will employ one or more of the following 
standard measures identified in PRC 21084.3(b).  


TCR-1: Avoid or Preserve in Place 
Avoidance and preservation of the resources in place, including, but not limited to, planning and 
implementing activities to avoid the resources and protect the cultural and natural context, or 
planning greenspace, parks, or other open space, to incorporate the resources with culturally 
appropriate protection and management criteria.  


TCR-2: Treat Resource with Culturally Appropriate Dignity 
Treating the resource with culturally appropriate dignity, taking into account the Tribal cultural 
values and meaning of the resource, including, but not limited to, the following:  


• Protecting the cultural character and integrity of the resource.


• Protecting the traditional use of the resource.


• Protecting the confidentiality of the resource.


TCR-3: Permanent Conservation Easements 
Permanent conservation easements or other interests in real property, with culturally appropriate 
management criteria for the purposes of preserving or utilizing the resources or places. 
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Sites Geotechnical Cultural Resources Daily Monitoring Log 


PROJECT INFORMATION 
Project Phase: 
Location: Date:  
Type of Work: Start/Stop time: 


KEY CONTACTS 
Monitor(s):  


Construction Manager: On-SiteTribal Representative: 


RESOURCES 
Known Sites: 


DESCRIPTION OF WORK 
Work Locations: 


Purpose of monitoring: 


Type of Construction / disturbance: 


Depth of excavations: 


OBSERVATIONS 
Soils and stratigraphy: 


Cultural resources encountered: 


Preliminary assessment: 


ACTIONS TAKEN 


RECOMMENDATIONS 
� Continue monitoring     □ Change location/duration/frequency of monitoring     □ Discontinue monitoring


□ Archaeological investigation     □ Other


Explain: 


COMMENTS 


ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment A: Work Area Location Map 
Attachment B: Photographs 
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Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) for the Sites Reservoir Geotechnical Investigations 


Mandatory Cultural Resources Awareness Training 


WEAP training for cultural resources awareness covers the Project’s cultural resources and the protocols 
that are in place to ensure that impacts or damage to cultural resources is avoided or minimized.  


The training covers: 


• the Project’s cultural resources
• the Project’s commitment to protecting its cultural resources
• protocols for protecting cultural resources


Prior to participating in ground disturbing Project activities, all Project staff are required to take the 
training and sign a form stating that they have received and understand the training.  The Project 
foreman will verify that new personnel brought onto the Project receive Mandatory Cultural Resources 
Awareness Training before starting work. 


Cultural Resources in the Project Area 


The Project is committed to avoiding impacts to all cultural resources, including human burials, and to 
following protocols for ensuring that all laws and Project commitment are followed by all personnel. 
Federal and state laws prohibit the removal of or damage to cultural resources, including human burials. 
Failure to adhere to the Project’s commitments can result in loss of permitting and employee 
termination. Failure to follow the law can result in extended project delays, fines, and imprisonment.  


Cultural resources in the Project area include: 


• archaeological sites and features
• cemeteries and unmarked graves
• historical ranches, roads and levees


The Project’s archaeological sites have artifacts and other constituents that can tell us about people who 
lived here before there was a written record. Prior to European colonization, the project was settled by 
Native Americans who spoke Patwin and Nomlaki languages. Today, their descendants have attained 
rights to consult on federal and state projects, and Native American tribes are consulting on the 
planning and implementation of the Project. 


Archaeology can also tell us more about people who lived here during and after European colonization, 
including Native and non-Native people. During European colonization, non-Native settlers began 
ranching, farming and irrigating the lands in the project area. These traditions continue throughout the 
project area today, and are also represented by historical buildings and structures (such as levees) that 
are listed or eligible for listing in the National Register.  


All project personnel are responsible for supporting the Project’s commitments for cultural resources 
impacts avoidance and minimization measures, including for human remains. 







Lead project staff are expected to have copies of the Environmental Commitments and the following 
cultural resources plans, and the archaeological monitor can assist any project personnel with 
reviewing the plans. 


• Post-Review Discovery Plan: describes protocols for identification and management of resources
encountered during construction/ implementation, after the project has been permitted. In
particular:


If evidence of cultural resources is encountered by any project personnel, then all work must stop at
that location and the archaeological monitor must assess the find to determine if it is a cultural
resource before work may continue at that location.


If the find is assessed to be a cultural resource, then the archaeological monitor will follow protocols
for informing appropriate project personnel about cultural resources impacts avoidance and
minimization procedures. The protocols include halting work at a drill location until the Authority
has completed post-review discovery protocol and notified the archaeological monitor that work ay
resume at the discovery location.


• Archaeological Monitoring Plan


An archaeological monitor must be present at all ground disturbing project activities, which are
specified in the project schedule. Crews may move and set up equipment at any work location, but
ground disturbing activity is prohibited without an archaeological monitor present. For safety
reasons, “present” means that the monitor will not be at the drill rig itself, but will be in proximity
for communication between the drill rig crew and the monitor. The materials removed from the drill
will be made available to the archaeological monitor, including visual inspection of incremental soils
samples that will be opened for examination by the engineering, cultural resources and tribal
resources personnel. Additionally, any other soil samples will be contained in clear plastic bags or
other containers, and made available to the archaeological monitor for visual inspection. Good
communication and cooperation between all personnel is important for avoiding delays.


The archaeological monitor and work crews should always strive to maintain good communication
and work safety. The archaeological monitor is not interested in interfering with Project work, but
seeks to find the best and safest method for observing work and communicating with field
personnel so as to avoid damage to cultural resources and to help project personnel make informed
decisions for keeping scheduled work on track in the event of unanticipated finds.


• Burial Treatment Plan


If evidence of human remains is encountered during project activity, then all work must stop at that
location, and the find must be reported to tribal representatives and the archaeological monitor,
who will assess whether the material is human remains, and if so the Post-Review Discovery Plan’s
Burial Treatment Plan will be adhered to. The Burial Treatment Plan outlines identification,
assessment, reporting and ownership of encountered human remains, and relies upon tribal
representation to appropriately identify tribal resources and remains. The archaeological monitor
will provide assistance with documentation and reporting as appropriate.
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Protocol for NAGPRA Inadvertent Discoveries on Federal Land 
Bureau of Reclamation, Mid-Pacific Region 


 
Purpose:  Protocol for compliance with Federal statutes for inadvertent discoveries of 


human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural 
patrimony on Reclamation lands.  An inadvertent discovery is a discovery for 
which no plan of action has been developed.  The following protocols are 
written to ensure Reclamation employees understand their responsibilities to 
protect and report discoveries of human remains on Reclamation lands.  These 
protocols include procedures for contacting the appropriate Reclamation 
officials when human remains are discovered, and for coordinating with cultural 
resources professionals, law enforcement agencies, and Native Americans, as 
appropriate, when human remains are discovered on Reclamation lands. 


 
Authority: Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990 [(25 U.S.C. 


§ 3001 et seq.) NAGPRA] 
 
Applicability:  NAGPRA applies in cases where human remains found on Federal and Tribal 


lands are clearly from an archaeological context, and if the human remains are 
Native American.  In such cases, Reclamation must ensure coordination with 
law enforcement personnel, all possible culturally–affiliated, federally-
recognized Native American Tribes, and Reclamation managers and cultural 
resource professionals.  If the context is modern, indeterminate, or mixed 
between several contexts in which modern is one, Reclamation must ensure 
proper coordination with law enforcement personnel and, when appropriate, 
with Native Americans as specified in Section 3 of NAGPRA. 


 
All discovered human remains should be treated initially as a crime scene (e.g., 
a possible murder, an Archaeological Resources Protection Act (ARPA) 
violation, or illegal trafficking under 18 U.S.C. §1170) with cultural resources 
professionals and the appropriate law enforcement authorities being brought in 
to assist in the determination of antiquity and manner of death (e.g., homicide, 
suicide, natural, accidental, or undetermined).  To the maximum extent possible, 
the human remains should be protected from further damage.  If practicable and 
if the remains are not from a clearly modern context, they should be 
permanently protected in place.  In some cases, legal requirements and land 
management needs may require the removal of human remains. 


 
Protocol: When human remains are discovered on Reclamation land, the following steps 


will be taken: 
1. immediately notify the Regional Special Agent (contact information is on 


the last page of this document) who will: 
a. immediately notify the appropriate law enforcement agency.  Law 


enforcement personnel are responsible for the disposition of recent 
human remains in criminal cases that are not linked to cultural resources 
violations (i.e., ARPA or trafficking).  
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b. Such notification will occur when:
• human remains appear to be from a potentially modern context,
• the context cannot be determined, or
• illegal trafficking in Native American human remains or a criminal


violation of ARPA is suspected.
2. Notify the Area Manager immediately or as soon as practical by telephone.


A written report of the discovery must be forwarded to the Area Manager
within 24 hours by certified mail.


3. Cease activity, stabilize, and protect in place such discoveries until
authorized to proceed by Area Manager.  Do not touch or disturb the
remains unless otherwise instructed.  Ideally, a Global Positioning System
(GPS) point of the discovery location should be taken.  If this is not
possible, mark the location on a topographic map and take a photograph of
the area around the discovery (but not of the remains) as this may help to
relocate them later.  Record the name of the person who discovered the
remains, the date of discovery, how the discovery was made, and any other
pertinent information about the circumstances surrounding the discovery.


4. Once notified, the Area Manager will notify the Regional Environmental
Officer or designee within 24 hours.  Environmental Officer or designee will
take responsibly for the discovery by immediately contacting the Regional 
Director (RD), or the RD's designee, and the Federal Preservation Officer
(FPO) by telephone, or in person, followed with written confirmation of the
discovery within 48 hours.


5. The Environmental Officer or designee will assist law enforcement officials
when violations of ARPA, NAGPRA (see Illegal Trafficking in Native
American Human Remains and Cultural Items 18 U.S.C. § 1170), or State
laws occur, documenting all activities in writing and submitting ARPA
documentation.


6. Within 48 hours, cultural resource professionals must conduct a field
evaluation of the discovery.


• The field evaluation should include an osteologist who can verify,
if possible, that the remains are human and Native American.


• A cultural resource professional will identify the cultural context
of the discovery, if possible, and, when necessary, complete ARPA
documentation, fill out a site form, and write an archaeological
discovery/excavation report.


• During the field evaluation, additional measures should be taken to
secure and protect the remains, if necessary.


7. Within 48 hours of the field confirmation, the Regional Environmental
Officer or designee will provide the RD/RD’s designee written confirmation
that the skeletal remains are human and/or Native American when they are
identified as such.  The Environmental Officer or designee will advise and
assist the RD/RD's designee, in complying with Federal cultural resources
law; e.g., Section 3(a) of Archeological and Historic Preservation Act
(AHPA), Section 4 of ARPA, NAGPRA, Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), or State law, as appropriate.
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8. If the human remains are Native American, then, as soon as possible, but no
later than 3 working days after receipt of confirmation the human remains
are Native American [see 43 CFR § 10.4(d)(1)(iii)], the Environmental
Officer or designee must notify by telephone or in person, with written
confirmation, the Indian tribes likely to be affiliated with the discovered
human remains (e.g., lineal descendant, culturally affiliated Indian tribe,
Indian tribe with other cultural relationship, and Indian tribe that
aboriginally occupied area).  Notification must include pertinent
information:


• kinds of human remains present,
• estimated number of individuals present,
• estimated ages (i.e., adult, juvenile, infant),
• estimated sex (if possible to determine), and
• condition and circumstances of discovery.


9. If the human remains are Native American, the Environmental Officer or
designee must consult with known lineal descendants and Indian tribal 
officials according to 43 CFR § 10.5.


10. The Environmental Officer or designee must comply with appropriate
cultural resources law; e.g., Section 3(a) of AHPA, Section 4 of ARPA,
NAGPRA, Section 106 of the NHPA, or State law.


11. The Environmental Officer or designee must ensure proper disposition of
human remains:
a. For Native American human remains that are not the subject of criminal


cases, disposition must be in accordance with the implementing
regulations of NAGPRA, 43 CFR § 10.6(a).


b. For non-Native American Human Remains, a good faith attempt will
be made to identify the descendants of all non-Native American human
remains with disposition going to the appropriate lineal descendants.  If
descendants are not found and the human remains are more than
100 years old, then the human remains will be retained by Reclamation
in accordance with the standards established in Curation of Federally-
Owned and Administered Archeological Collections (36 CFR § 79) and
Managing Museum Property (Departmental Manual 411). When
descendants are not found and the human remains are less than 100
years old and are not the subject of a criminal investigation, then
disposition will be according to applicable State law.


12. Within 5 working days after the written notification of the discovery, the
Environmental Officer or designee will send written documentation of the
discovery with copies of any correspondence to the FPO (84-53000). All
documentation, records, and reports on the discovery will be kept on file at
the appropriate Reclamation office.


13. Upon receipt of a written confirmation of the discovery of human remains,
the RD's designee will notify the RD of the discovery by the next working
day.  The notification will include a brief description of the discovery
circumstances, steps taken to protect the human remains and associated
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objects, names of notified law enforcement personnel, and recommendations 
for further action. 


14. NAGPRA (25 U.S.C. 3001) establishes the right of possession and control of
Native American human remains, associated funerary objects, unassociated
funerary objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural patrimony, and provides
that such items under the control of Federal agencies be assigned to their
rightful owner as established by the processes outlined in 43 CFR § 10,
subparts A, B, C, and D.


15. The Environmental Officer or designee will submit NAGPRA data and
documents to the FPO, including but not limited to: affiliation studies; Notices
of Inventory Completion; Notices of Intent to Repatriate; intentional
archaeological excavation, treatment, and disposition plans; and data gathered
in response to reporting requirements. These data and reports will be submitted
when developed, as appropriate, when providing data for required annual
reports, and as otherwise requested in data calls.


Contact Information: 


Mid-Pacific Region Area Office NAGPRA Contacts 


Position Title Name Contact Number(s) 
Regional Special Agent Ray Le Loup (916) 978-5600 or


(916) 365-5616 (cell)
Regional Environmental 


Officer 
Anastasia Leigh (916) 978-5068


Regional Cultural Resources 
Officer 


Scott Williams (916) 978-5042


Regional NAGPRA 
Specialist 


(Elisa) Melanie Ryan (916) 978-5526


Tribal NAGPRA Contacts 


Position Title Name Contact Number(s) 
Yocha Dehe Laverne Bill (530) 796-3400


Colusa Indian Community 
Council 


Wayne Mitchum (530)458-8231
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