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Hi, Laverne

In case you didn’t see it in the notice about the availability of the Revised EIR/S, two virtual public
meetings will also be held on Wednesday (December 15) and Thursday (December 16) at 6pm and
9am, respectively. More information is at https://sitesproject.org/environmental-review/ .

Also, per our conversation on Friday, | looked at the mitigation measures in the EIR. | have enclosed
just those pages here, so that you don’t have to wade through the entire chapters, if you don’t want
to.

| encourage you to read the mitigation measures thoroughly, but have provided excerpts of two that
| think are most pertinent to your concerns.

Mitigation Measure CUL-3.2: Avoid, Protect, and Treat Human Burials

The Authority and its qualified contractors will prepare a plan for treating human remains
and/or grave goods encountered during archaeological investigations, Project
construction, or Project operations. The Burial Treatment Plan will identify ways to avoid
or reduce the likelihood of encountering as yet unidentified burials.....

The Native American portion of the Burial Treatment Plan will be developed in
consultation with consulting tribes and may include individual tribes’ burial treatment
plans.

Mitigation Measure TCR-1.3: Implement Agreed-Upon Protocol for the Treatment of Human
Remains and Cultural Items

e Treatment of all cultural items, including ceremonial items and archeological items will reflect
the religious beliefs, customs, and practices of the culturally affiliated Tribe. All cultural items,
including ceremonial items and archeological items, discovered during Project construction
and operation will be turned over to the Tribe for appropriate treatment, unless otherwise
ordered by a court or agency of competent jurisdiction. The Authority will waive any and all
claims to ownership of Tribal ceremonial and cultural items that may be found.

o Work of Tribal monitors and treatment of human remains will proceed in accordance with
treatment plans developed in consultation with the most likely descendant of the culturally
affiliated Tribe as identified by the NAHC.

Let me know if you have any comments or questions about any of the mitigation measures.
Thanks
janis


mailto:janis@horizonh2o.com
mailto:LBill@yochadehe-nsn.gov
https://sitesproject.org/environmental-review/
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CEOQA Significance Determination and Mitigation Measures

Modifications to existing Sacramento River diversion facilities and conveyances to regulating
reservoirs would have no impact because these facilities are already in place. Operation of
Alternative 1 or 3 would generally not result in substantial changes in river flows and flows
would be within the historical range experienced by the rivers; therefore, most impacts related to
river flows would be less than significant. Impacts related to juvenile salmonid rearing and/or
migration habitat would be limited through pulse flow protection measures applied to
precipitation-generated pulse flow events from October through May, a fish monitoring program
to inform real-time operational adjustments, and Mitigation Measure FISH-2.1. Accordingly,
impacts on juvenile salmonids would be less than significant with mitigation incorporated under
Alternative 1 or 3.

Construction of the reservoir and new facilities under Alternatives 1 and 3 would result in
disturbance or destruction of tribal cultural resources. Implementing mitigation measures, such
as those described below, could reduce some, but not all, impacts of construction and operation
of Alternative 1 or 3 to a less-than-significant level. Mitigation Measures TCR-1.2 and TCR-1.3
reflect measures described in the Treatment Protocol for Handling Human Remains and Cultural
Items Affiliated with the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation and will be applied to any tribal cultural
resource identified by any Tribe. Known cemeteries and habitation sites that are tribal cultural
resources would be permanently altered or destroyed by inundation of the reservoir or
construction of other facilities. Impacts would be significant and unavoidable.

Mitigation Measure TCR-1.1: Implement Mitigation Measures Recommended in
Public Resources Code Section 21084.3 to Avoid Damaging Effects on Tribal
Cultural Resources

(1) Avoidance and preservation of the resources in place, including, but not limited to,
planning and construction to avoid the resources and protect the cultural and natural
context, or planning greenspace, parks, or other open space, to incorporate the
resources with culturally appropriate protection and management criteria.

(2) Treating the resource with culturally appropriate dignity, taking into account the tribal
cultural values and meaning of the resource, including, but not limited to, the
following:

(A) Protecting the cultural character and integrity of the resource.
(B) Protecting the traditional use of the resource.
(C) Protecting the confidentiality of the resource.

(3) Permanent conservation easements or other interests in real property, with culturally
appropriate management criteria for the purposes of preserving or utilizing the
resources or places.
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Mitigation Measure TCR-1.2: Tribal Monitoring

Tribal monitors will be permitted to observe all ground-disturbing activities.

Mitigation Measure TCR-1.3: Implement Agreed-Upon Protocol for the Treatment
of Human Remains and Cultural Items

If human remains or associated grave goods are discovered during or after environmental
review, the Authority will provide for the following actions:

Immediately notify the County coroner and cease ground-disturbing activities in that
location.

The County coroner will notify the NAHC to establish the most likely descendant and
contact the culturally affiliated Tribe.

Allow the designated Tribal member(s) to inspect the site of the discovery and
determine how the human remains and grave goods should be treated with
appropriate dignity and respect.

The location of a reburial will be recorded with the California Historic Resources
Inventory System.

The Authority, its contractors and consultants, and the coroner will not disclose the
location of the original burial or reburial site.

Treatment of all cultural items, including ceremonial items and archeological items
will reflect the religious beliefs, customs, and practices of the culturally affiliated
Tribe. All cultural items, including ceremonial items and archeological items,
discovered during Project construction and operation will be turned over to the Tribe
for appropriate treatment, unless otherwise ordered by a court or agency of competent
jurisdiction. The Authority will waive any and all claims to ownership of Tribal
ceremonial and cultural items that may be found.

Work of Tribal monitors and treatment of human remains will proceed in accordance
with treatment plans developed in consultation with the most likely descendant of the
culturally affiliated Tribe as identified by the NAHC.

The following mitigation measures specified in Chapter 11, Section 11.4 and Chapter 22, Section
22.4 would also be implemented and would apply to tribal cultural resources.
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Mitigation Measure FISH-2.1: Wilkins Slough Flow Protection Criteria
Mitigation Measure CUL-2.1: Identify Significant Archaeological Resources
Mitigation Measure CUL-2.2: Avoid Significant Archaeological Resources
Mitigation Measure CUL-2.3: Protect Significant Archaeological Resources
Mitigation Measure CUL-2.4: Significant Archaeological Resources Treatment
Mitigation Measure CUL-3.1: Cemetery Relocation Procedure

Mitigation Measure CUL-3.2: Avoid, Protect, and Treat Human Burials

If non-burial or other significant sites or cultural items are discovered, the Authority will work
with the consulting Tribes to determine affiliation and develop appropriate treatment.

If unanticipated discoveries of culturally significant resources occur on federal land, the federal
land manager will be immediately contacted and the federal agency will follow its own process
for complying with the federal Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act and
other federal obligations, as directed under Title 43 of Code of Federal Regulations, Part 10.

Alternative 2

Under Alternative 2, the reservoir would be smaller. The proposed South Road alignment would
follow a drainage and the potential for impacts could be greater compared to Alternatives 1 and 3
if tribal cultural resources are identified in that area, because the South Road is not included in
Alternatives 1 and 3.

The TRR West facilities under Alternative 2 would be similar to TRR East facilities under
Alternatives 1 and 3, but in a different location and orientation, west of the GCID Main Canal
and east of Funks Reservoir. TRR West facilities would involve inundation and surface and
subsurface impacts that could affect tribal cultural resources if any are present.

Alternative 2 would also involve a 6-mile extension of Dunnigan Pipeline from the CBD outlet,
traversing under agricultural fields and passing through a discharge structure at the western levee
of the Sacramento River at approximately River Mile 100.8 (Figure 2-40). It would require a
new gravel access road to the Sacramento River discharge. The Dunnigan Pipeline extension and
discharge structure would expand the area where surface and subsurface tribal cultural resources
might be found compared to Alternatives 1 and 3.

Construction and Operation

Tribal consultation to identify tribal cultural resources is ongoing. To date, Tribes have identified
cemeteries and any locations with burials to be of concern, and the Authority has determined
such sites to the tribal cultural resources. Sites with ceremonial significance are also considered
tribal cultural resources. These site types are largely within the Sites Reservoir inundation area.
Chapter 22 reports that a total of 45 known Native American archaeological resources (early
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Native American sites or multicomponent sites) within the inundation areas have the potential to
be disturbed by fluctuating WSE; the Yocha Dehe have expressed concern about erosion of
known burial sites in the Sites Reservoir inundation area from these fluctuations. Due to the
Tribes’ traditional occupation and use of the study area for thousands of years and into the
present, it is assumed that additional tribal cultural resources are present and could be located
throughout the Project area. The nature of construction and operational impacts under
Alternative 2 would be the same as under Alternatives 1 and 3. The magnitude of impacts under
Alternative 2 may be different, depending on the location of facilities and TCRs.

CEOQA Significance Determination and Mitigation Measures

The modifications to existing Sacramento River diversion facilities and conveyances to
regulating reservoirs would be the same under Alternative 2 as those for Alternative 1 or 3; there
would be no impact from modification of existing facilities. Operation of Alternative 2 would
generally not result in substantial changes in river flows and flows would be within the historical
range experienced by the rivers; therefore, most impacts related to river flows would be less than
significant. Impacts related to juvenile salmonid rearing and/or migration habitat would be
limited through pulse flow protection measures applied to precipitation-generated pulse flow
events from October through May, a fish monitoring program to inform real-time operational
adjustments, and Mitigation Measure FISH-2.1. Accordingly, impacts on juvenile salmonids
would be less than significant with mitigation incorporated under Alternative 2.

Construction and operation impacts associated with new facilities under Alternative 2 would be
significant for the same reasons as under Alternative 1 or 3. Mitigation measures such as tribal
monitoring, respectful treatment of human remains, and curation or conservation of material
resources could reduce some, but not all, impacts of construction and operation to a less-than-
significant level. Because ultimately resources would be permanently destroyed by inundation of
the reservoir or construction of other facilities, the impact would be significant and unavoidable.

Mitigation measures would be the same as under Alternatives 1 and 3.
Mitigation Measure TCR-1.1: Implement Mitigation Measures Recommended in
Public Resources Code Section 21084.3 to Avoid Damaging Effects on Tribal
Cultural Resources
Mitigation Measure TCR-1.2: Tribal Monitoring

Mitigation Measure TCR-1.3: Implement Agreed-Upon Protocol for the Treatment
of Human Remains and Cultural Items

The following mitigation measures specified in Chapter 11 and Chapter 22 would also be
implemented and would apply to tribal cultural resources.
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Mitigation Measure FISH-2.1: Wilkins Slough Flow Protection Criteria
Mitigation Measure CUL-2.1: Identify Significant Archaeological Resources
Mitigation Measure CUL-2.2: Avoid Significant Archaeological Resources
Mitigation Measure CUL-2.3: Protect Significant Archaeological Resources
Mitigation Measure CUL-2.4: Significant Archaeological Resources Treatment
Mitigation Measure CUL-3.1: Cemetery Relocation Procedure

Mitigation Measure CUL-3.2: Avoid, Protect, and Treat Human Burials

23.5 References

23.5.1. Printed References

CCIC Outdoor Adventures. 2015a. Big Game Hunts. Available: http://hunt-fish-game.com/big-
game-hunts/. Accessed: November 10, 2020.

CCIC Outdoor Adventures. 2015b. Guided Fishing Trips. Available: http://hunt-fish-
game.com/sport-fishing-trips/. Accessed: November 10, 2020

CCIC Outdoor Adventures. 2015c. Guided Waterfowl Shoots. Available: http://hunt-fish-
game.com/guided-waterfowl-shoots/. Accessed: November 10, 2020.

Colusa Indian Community. 2020a. Government. Available: http://www.colusa-
nsn.gov/Government/Government.html. Accessed: November 10, 2020.

Colusa Indian Community. 2020b. Economic Development. Available: http://www.colusa-
nsn.gov/Government/Economic-Development.html Accessed: November 10, 2020.

Colusa Indian Community. 2020c. Farming. Available: http://www.colusa-
nsn.gov/Farming/Farming.html. Accessed: November 10, 2020.

Cortina Band of Wintun Indians. 2010. North of Delta Off-Stream Storage Interim Report. On
file with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Sacramento, California.

Eargle, D. H., Jr. 2000. Native California Guide: Weaving the Past and the Present. San
Francisco, California: Trees Company Press.

Goldschmidt, Walter. 1978. Nomlaki. In California, Vol. 8, Handbook of North American
Indians, pgs. 341-349. R. F. Heizer, volume editor; William C. Sturtevant, general editor.
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.

Sites Reservoir Project RDEIR/SDEIS 23-19
2021



http://www.colusa-nsn.gov/Government/Government.html

http://www.colusa-nsn.gov/Government/Government.html

http://www.colusa-nsn.gov/Government/Economic-Development.html

http://www.colusa-nsn.gov/Government/Economic-Development.html

http://www.colusa-nsn.gov/Farming/Farming.html

http://www.colusa-nsn.gov/Farming/Farming.html



Tribal Cultural Resources

Knudtson, P. M. 1977. The Wintun Indians of California and their Neighbors. Happy Camp,
California: Naturegraph Publishers, Inc.

Sites Project Authority and Reclamation. 2017. Sites Reservoir Project Draft Environmental
Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement. August.
https://www.sitesproject.org/resources/environmental-review/draft-environmental-
impact-report-environmental-impact-statement/

U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs. No date. Tribal Leaders Directory. Available:
https://www.bia.gov/bia/ois/tribal-leaders-directory/tribes/cachil-dehe. Accessed:
November 16, 2020.

White, G. G., J. Kraft, and K. Hillman. 2009. Archaeological Overview, Inventory Report, and
Research Design, Proposed Sites Reservoir APE, Colusa and Glenn Counties, California.
Reports No. 55. August. California State University, Chico. Prepared for Department of
Water Resources, Red Bluff, California.

Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation. No date a. Heritage. Accessed: November 13, 2020.
https://www.yochadehe.org/heritage.

Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation. No date b. Farm & Ranch. Accessed: November 13, 2020.
https://www.yochadehe.org/farm-ranch.

Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation. 2015. Our Story. e-brochure. Accessed: November 13, 2020.
https://issuu.com/yochadehe/docs/f5_rw-981_tribal_brochure/10.

Sites Reservoir Project RDEIR/SDEIS 23-20
2021



https://www.sitesproject.org/resources/environmental-review/draft-environmental-impact-report-environmental-impact-statement/

https://www.sitesproject.org/resources/environmental-review/draft-environmental-impact-report-environmental-impact-statement/

https://www.yochadehe.org/heritage

https://www.yochadehe.org/farm-ranch

https://issuu.com/yochadehe/docs/f5_rw-981_tribal_brochure/10



		Chapter 23 Tribal Cultural Resources

		23.1 Introduction

		23.2 Environmental Setting

		23.2.1. Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation

		23.2.2. Cachil Dehe Band of Wintun Indians (Colusa Indian Community)



		23.3 Methods of Analysis

		23.3.1. Construction and Operation

		23.3.2. Thresholds of Significance



		23.4 Impact Analysis and Mitigation Measures

		Impact TCR-1: Substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource that is listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources or other local register or that the Authority has determined to be sig...



		23.5 References

		23.5.1. Printed References












Cultural Resources

areas and all 66 resources and any newly discovered resources exposed during fluctuation of
WSE would be affected by the operation of Alternative 1 or 3.

CEOQA Significance Determination and Mitigation Measures

Construction associated with the inundation areas of Sites Reservoir and TRR East and
operations associated with the fluctuating WSE on potentially significant archaeological
resources within the inundation areas would destroy or otherwise render resources unavailable
under Alternative 1 or 3. Construction impacts on archaeological resources outside of the
reservoir inundation areas consist of ground disturbance from construction of new facilities for
Alternatives 1 and 3.

Construction and operation of Alternative 1 or 3 would result in impacts on potentially
significant archaeological resources by materially altering or destroying them. Altering or
destroying these resources would reduce or eliminate their potential to yield information useful
in archaeological research, and the basis for the significance of these resources, through
excavation and disruption of the spatial associations that contain meaningful information. These
resources may also be significant under other register criteria; indirect effects such as
introduction of new elements or inconsistent changes to the setting may also diminish the
significance of these resources. Implementation of Mitigation Measures CUL-2.1, CUL-2.2,
CUL-2.3, and CUL-2.4 would reduce impacts on known and previously unknown potentially
significant archaeological resources outside the inundation areas. Mitigation Measure CUL-2.1
requires identification of significant archaeological resources. For those archaeological resources
identified as significant, Mitigation Measure CUL-2.2 requires avoidance. For those
archaeological resources identified as significant under Mitigation Measure CUL-2.1 that cannot
be avoided, implementation of Mitigation Measures CUL-2.3 and 2.4 will protect and treat them,
respectively. Although Mitigation Measures CUL-2.1 to CUL-2.4 would reduce impacts on
archeological resources identified to be significant, it is not known whether avoidance is feasible
in all cases and thus impacts would remain significant and unavoidable.

Mitigation Measures CUL-2.2 through CUL-2.4 would be implemented to reduce impacts on
significant archaeological resources in the reservoir inundation areas for Sites Reservoir and
TRR East, and any as-of-yet to be identified resources. However, implementation of these
mitigation measures would not fully reduce or avoid impacts for significant archaeological
resources in the reservoir inundation areas identified under Mitigation Measure CUL-2.1 to a
less-than-significant level because they would be altered or destroyed due to inundation and
fluctuating WSE. Construction and operation impacts on potentially significant archaeological
resources would be significant and unavoidable.

Mitigation Measure CUL-2.1: Identify Significant Archaeological Resources

The Authority will identify significant archaeological resources in the study area. The
work will be conducted by a Registered Professional Archaeologist. The following will
occur as part of the identification.

o Relocate and map previously recorded potentially significant archaeological
resources. Upon access to previously inaccessible areas, all previously recorded
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archaeological resources will be located and their boundaries mapped with sub-meter
accuracy Global Positioning System (GPS) units to identify their exact location in
relation to Project components that have the potential to affect the resources.

« Locate and map potentially significant archaeological resources in areas that have not
been accessible previously. Upon access to previously inaccessible areas, pedestrian
surveys will be conducted to identify potentially significant archaeological resources.
The surveys will be conducted using transects spaced no greater than 94 feet (30
meters) apart. All newly identified archaeological resources will be recorded on
applicable DPR 523-series forms and resource boundaries, features, and diagnostic
artifacts outside of features or concentrations will be recorded using sub-meter
accuracy GPS units to identify their exact location in relation to Project components
that have the potential to impact the resources.

o Evaluate the NRHP/CRHR eligibility of recorded archaeological resources. Once all
previously and newly recorded potentially significant archaeological resources have
been documented, each resource will be evaluated for NRHP and CRHR eligibility.
As discussed in Appendix 4A, Regulatory Requirements, cultural resources are
eligible for the NRHP and CRHR if they have integrity and meet one or more of the
four criteria as defined in the regulations for the NRHP (Section 4A.18.1.3) and
CRHR (Section 4A.18.2.2). Eligibility will be assessed using a combination of (but
not limited to) archival, ethnographic, and tribal research, resource condition
assessment, subsurface testing, and laboratory analysis. If the resource is evaluated as
not eligible, no further action is required and avoidance is preferred.

e Assess impacts to significant archaeological resources. Significant archaeological
resources (archaeological resources evaluated as eligible for the NRHP or CRHR)
will be individually analyzed in relation to the Project components within or near
those significant resources. Thresholds of significance identified in Section 22.3.1
will be applied.

Mitigation Measure CUL-2.2: Avoid Significant Archaeological Resources

The Authority will avoid significant archaeological resources in the study area by
performing the tasks listed below. The work will be conducted by a Registered
Professional Archaeologist.

o The Authority will develop feasible Project design specifications to avoid significant
archaeological resources. If Project design allows modification, design changes will
be implemented to avoid significant archaeological resources or avoid impacts on
significant values of the resources (features, artifacts, or any other elements of the
resource which make the resource significant).

e The Authority will develop and implement feasible Project construction protocols to
avoid significant archaeological resources, including workers’ cultural resources
sensitivity training. Prior to construction activities in the vicinity of significant
archaeological resources, the Authority will require a qualified archaeologist to
provide a cultural resources sensitivity training tailboard to all construction personnel
working in the vicinity of the resources. The training will identify the sensitivity,
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nature, and components of the resource, and inform the construction personnel the
protocol needed to take in the case of an unanticipated discovery.

e The Authority will develop and implement feasible Project operations protocols that
avoid significant archaeological resources. Similar to the workers’ cultural resources
sensitivity training for during construction activities, all personnel in charge of
managing the operations will be required to have cultural resources sensitive training
for the resources near Project facilities and have a familiarity of the resource locations
and identifications so that future operations or changes in operations can avoid those
resources.

Mitigation Measure CUL-2.3: Protect Significant Archaeological Resources

The Authority will develop feasible Project protection of significant archaeological
resources during construction and operations.

e The Authority will develop protections protocols to ensure that qualified staff
perform monitoring during Project-related ground disturbance to protect known
resources, to identify any unanticipated discoveries, and to implement the Post-
Review Discovery Procedure.

e The Authority will develop resource-specific protection plans considering at a
minimum Environmentally Sensitive Area delineation and physical fencing, and
requiring archaeological monitoring where construction or operation would be in the
vicinity of a known significant archaeological resource. The resource-specific
protection plans will establish the methods and standards for when and how
Environmentally Sensitive Area delineations will be required and when
archaeological monitoring activities will be conducted for specific types of sites that
will need to be protected. The plans will also identify the roles and responsibilities of
monitors and construction crews and specify communication protocols and reporting
requirements.

Mitigation Measure CUL-2.4: Significant Archaeological Resources Treatment

The Authority will develop and implement resource-specific treatment plans in
consultation with interested parties who are associated with or identify with the resource.
The resource-specific archaeological treatment plans will ensure that all significant
archaeological resources potentially affected by the Project will be treated according to
best practices and professional standards, and that treatment options will include a range
of interventions from avoidance and minimization of impacts to mitigation for the loss of
the physical resource. Treatment may include, but would not be limited to, data recovery,
site capping, analysis of existing artifact collections, or interpretive displays, among other
things. Appropriate treatment will be determined based on resource type, resource
location, types of impacts to the resource, and results of consultation with tribes,
interested parties, and agencies.

Sites Reservoir Project RDEIR/SDEIS 22-38
2021





Cultural Resources

NEPA Conclusion

The construction and operation effects under Alternative 1 or 3 would be the same as those
described above for CEQA. Construction and operation of Alternative 1 or 3 would result in
inundation and WSE fluctuation that would materially alter or destroy potentially significant
archaeological resources in inundation areas as compared to the No Project Alternative.
Implementation of Mitigation Measures CUL-2.1 through 2.4 would reduce effects to those
resources outside of the inundation areas. However, construction and operations of Alternative 1
or 3 would result in a substantial adverse effect on significant archaeological resources due to the
inundation and WSE fluctuation of the reservoirs.

Alternative 2

Potentially significant archaeological resources, including 102 identified in previous surveys, are
located in the Alternative 2 study area. Compared to Alternatives 1 and 3, Alternative 2 includes
the South Road at the end of the Sites Reservoir, extension of the Dunnigan Pipeline from the
CBD to the Sacramento River discharge, TRR West, and a smaller Sites Reservoir and thus a
smaller reservoir inundation area.

Construction

Construction of the Sites Reservoir and associated components under Alternative 2 would affect
102 potentially significant archaeological sites (49 early Native American, 30 post-Contact, and
23 multicomponent sites). Construction of the South Road and Dunnigan Pipeline would result in
impacts on a greater number of potentially significant archaeological resources under Alternative
2 compared to Alternatives 1 and 3. As identified in Table 22-6b, 26 potentially significant
resources (14 early Native American, 5 post-Contact, and 7 multicomponent sites) were
identified in the Alternative 2 portion of the study area associated with roads, whereas
Alternatives 1 and 3 had none. It also is possible that additional archaeological resources that
currently are unknown and not visible from the ground surface would be encountered during
ground-disturbing activities. Tables 22-10 and 22-11 provide summaries of the sites located in
the inundation areas and outside of the inundation areas.

Table 22-10. Summary of Early Native American Archaeological Property Types Within or
Outside of the Alternative 2 Inundation Areas

p T Activity Tvpe Within Inundation Outside of
roperty fype ty Typ Areas Inundation Areas
Milli 2
Resource collection and - g - 6
rocessin Lithic production 5 7
P g Animal butchery 0 0
Seasonal occupation 8 1
o site
Habitation Village site 12 5
Mound site 0 1
. Isolated human burials 0 0
Ceremonial -
Ceremonial 0 1
Multi-use Multi-use 0 1
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Table 22-11. Summary of Post-Contact Archaeological Property Types Within or Outside
of the Alternative 2 Inundation Areas

Property Type Within Inundation Areas Outside of Inundation Areas

Architectural remains

9 3

Infrastructure remains 5 0

Agriculture and ranching remains 5 2

Refuse 2 4

Reclamation and water 1 0
conveyance remains

Post-Contact Native American 0
archaeological properties
Cemeteries 2 0

Operations

Operations-related activities that could affect potentially significant archaeological resources
under Alternative 2 are the same as described above for Alternatives 1 and 3 and consist of
fluctuating WSE. A total of 65 potentially significant archaeological resources (slightly fewer
than those identified for Alternatives 1 and 3) have been identified within the inundation areas,
consisting of 31 early Native American sites, 20 post-Contact sites, and 14 multicomponent sites.
These sites would experience the same types of impacts as described above for Alternatives 1
and 3 (i.e., inundation, erosion, breakage).

CEOQA Significance Determination and Mitigation Measures

The construction impacts in the inundation zone would be of a similar character as the impacts
for Alternatives 1 and 3, but fewer potentially significant archaeological resources would be
affected due to the smaller size of the reservoir facilities under Alternative 2. The construction
impacts outside the inundation zone also would be of a similar character as the impacts for
Alternatives 1 and 3, but a greater number of archaeological resources would be affected due to
construction of Project facilities under Alternative 2 that are not part of Alternatives 1 and 3,
namely the South Road and the Dunnigan Pipeline facilities. As with Alternatives 1 and 3,
Alternative 2 also poses the potential for encountering currently unknown resources during
ground-disturbing activities that are not visible from the ground surface.

As with Alternatives 1 and 3, the operations impacts of Alternative 2 would be significant and
would therefore require mitigation, as specified in Mitigation Measures CUL-2.1, CUL-2.2,
CUL-2.3, and CUL-2.4. Implementation of these mitigation measures would reduce impacts to
less than significant to resources outside the new reservoir inundation areas. However, the
mitigation measures would not prevent permanent destruction of significant archaeological
resources in the reservoir inundation areas and would not reduce impacts to a less-than-
significant level and thus the impacts would be significant and unavoidable.
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NEPA Conclusion

The construction and operations effects under Alternative 2 would be the same as those
described above for CEQA. Construction and operation of Alternative 2 would result in
inundation and WSE fluctuation in inundation areas that would materially alter or destroy
potentially significant archaeological resources as compared to the No Project Alternative.
Implementation of Mitigation Measures CUL-2.1 through 2.4 would reduce effects to significant
archaeological resources outside of the reservoir inundation areas. However, construction and
operations of Alternative 2 would result in a substantial adverse effect on significant
archaeological resources due to the inundation and WSE fluctuation of the reservoirs.

Impact CUL-3: Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal
cemeteries

No Project

Under the No Project Alternative, the Sites Reservoir and associated facilities would not be built.
Any human remains present in the study area would not be affected.

Significance Determination

Under the No Project Alternative, no new facilities would be constructed or operated, and there
would be no temporary or permanent impacts due to the Project. Therefore, the No Project
Alternative would have no impact/no effect on human remains.

Alternatives 1, 2, and 3

The discussions of Alternatives 1, 2, and 3 are combined because they would have similar impact
mechanisms and would involve similar construction and operation activities. Further, the
differences in impacts between the alternatives would be minor.

Construction

Two existing known cemeteries and a single grave marker are located within the Sites Reservoir
inundation area for Alternatives 1, 2, and 3. No marked or dedicated cemeteries are located
within the remainder of the study area. Alternative 1, 2, or 3 would inundate these two
cemeteries and the grave marker. Implementation of a cemetery relocation procedure as part of
pre-construction and construction would occur. Evidence also indicates that there are likely
unmarked cemeteries or burial places associated with Native American sites (prehistoric,
ethnohistoric, and post-Contact) within the Sites Reservoir inundation area (White et al. 2009). It
is possible, however, that currently unknown buried human remains are present outside of the
Sites Reservoir inundation area that may be encountered during construction.

Operations

Operations-related activities that could affect human remains for Alternatives 1, 2, and 3 consist
of fluctuating WSE within the Sites Reservoir. Fluctuating water levels can cause erosion, which
would affect unknown buried human remains that occur within the inundation area. Because the
cemeteries would be removed from the study area, operation of Alternative 1, 2, or 3 would have
a less-than-significant impact on the two existing known cemeteries. However, because currently
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unknown buried human remains may be present in the Sites Reservoir drawdown and fluctuation
area, and drawdown and fluctuation cause erosion, Alternatives 1, 2, and 3 have the potential to
disturb human remains in the study area during operations.

CEOA Significance Determination and Mitigation Measures

Construction of Alternatives 1, 2, and 3 would disturb human remains interred in known
cemeteries within the Sites Reservoir inundation area. Furthermore, construction of Alternatives
1, 2, and 3 could disturb currently unknown human remains interred within the Sites Reservoir
inundation area. Implementation of Mitigation Measures CUL-3.1 would reduce this impact;
however, the impacts would remain significant and unavoidable. Operations of Alternative 1, 2,
or 3 could disturb unknown human remains within the Sites Reservoir inundation area within the
fluctuation zone. Implementation of Mitigation Measures CUL-3.1 and CUL-3.2 would reduce
this impact; however, the impact would remain significant and unavoidable.

Mitigation Measure CUL-3.1: Cemetery Relocation Plan

The Authority will develop a Cemetery Relocation Plan for relocating two known,
dedicated cemeteries located in the inundation area. This will be part of Reclamation’s
Programmatic Historic Properties Management Plan that would be prepared in
consultation with SHPO.

Avoidance of the disturbance and/or inundation of two known cemeteries is not expected
to be feasible except under the No Project Alternative. The Cemetery Relocation Plan
will ensure that all burials in these two cemeteries are treated with respect and in
accordance with the wishes of identifiable descendants. The Cemetery Relocation Plan
will also ensure that state and county health and safety codes are followed for those
interments that are relocated.

Two dedicated cemeteries in the inundation area will be relocated to a site or sites
approved for interment of human remains per requirements of the California Health and
Safety Code (Sections 7500—7527). This procedure will be developed through
consultation and coordination with descendants and other parties with demonstrated
interest in the occupants of the cemeteries. The procedure will outline legal requirements,
such as acquiring a written order from the local health department or county superior
court before human remains may be moved, and other rules and regulations adopted by
the board of health or health officer of the county.

Mitigation Measure CUL-3.2: Avoid, Protect, and Treat Human Burials

The Authority will avoid and protect any human remains encountered during pre-
construction, construction, post-construction, operations, and maintenance. The Authority
will follow appropriate state guidelines for halting Project activities at the discovery
location, contacting the appropriate county coroner to report the discovery, and
proceeding with implementation of Project policies regarding Native American
consultation or implementation of a burial treatment plan. See Appendix 4A, 4A.18.1
Federal Policies and Regulations and 4A.18.2 State Policies and Regulations.
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The Authority and its qualified contractors will prepare a plan for treating human remains
and/or grave goods encountered during archaeological investigations, Project
construction, or Project operations. The Burial Treatment Plan will identify ways to avoid
or reduce the likelihood of encountering as yet unidentified burials.

The Burial Treatment Plan will ensure that the Authority and its contractors respond to
unanticipated discovery of human burials with respect and in accordance with the wishes
of identifiable descendants. The Burial Treatment Plan will also ensure that state and
county health and safety codes are followed for those interments that are relocated.

This procedure will identify legal requirements and best practices for treating Native
American and non-Native historic burials encountered outside of a dedicated cemetery.
The Native American portion of the Burial Treatment Plan will be developed in
consultation with consulting tribes and may include individual tribes’ burial treatment
plans.

The Authority and its qualified contractors will complete preparation of the Burial
Treatment Plan within 6 months of issuance of the NOD/ROD, adopt the plan prior to
selection of the construction contractor, and fully implement the plan prior to any soil
disturbance within 500 feet of burials.

NEPA Conclusion

The construction and operations effects under Alternative 1, 2, or 3 would be the same as those
described above for CEQA. Construction of Alternatives 1, 2, and 3 would disturb human
remains interred in known cemeteries within the Sites Reservoir inundation area as compared to
the No Project Alternative. Furthermore, construction of Alternatives 1, 2, and 3 could disturb
currently unknown human remains interred within the Sites Reservoir inundation area.
Implementation of Mitigation Measures CUL-3.1 would reduce effects; however, construction of
Alternative 1, 2, or 3 would result in a substantial adverse effect on human remains. Operations
of Alternative 1, 2, or 3 could disturb unknown human remains within the Sites Reservoir
inundation area and the WSE fluctuation zone as compared to the No Project Alternative.
Implementation of Mitigation Measures CUL-3.1 and CUL-3.2 would reduce effects; however,
operations of Alternative 1, 2, or 3 would result in a substantial adverse effect on human
remains.
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