














 TELEPHONE 559.226.6330 
FAX 559.222.8326 

EMAIL cffa@cafreshfruit.com 
 

7647 N. Fresno Street, Suite 103 
Fresno, CA  93720 

 

 
July 11, 2017 
 
Jim Watson  
General Manager  
Sites Project Authority  
P.O. Box 517 
Maxwell, CA 95955 
 
Dear Mr. Watson,  
 
On behalf of the California Fresh Fruit Association I write to express support for the Sites Reservoir 
Project.  The California Fresh Fruit Association is a non-profit, agricultural trade association representing 
permanent crops (fresh fruit) grown and packed throughout California.  For the past five years, many of 
our organization’s family farming operations were severely impacted by drought and water management 
decisions that reduced the availability of critically needed surface water supplies.  Having additional 
above-ground surface storage north of the Delta better enables flexible water management as the added 
supply would help to address Delta salinity levels while relieving overall stress on the state’s water 
system.  Moreover, we believe the added capacity would allow other reservoirs to carry water into the 
summer months, a time that is very critical for crop development.  With new supply comes an enhanced 
opportunity for greater flexibility in water management decision making, whether it’s making supplies 
available, or enhancing fulfillment of water contracts. We are encouraged by the project’s potential to 
free up water for you use through an exchange for irrigation or to put to use to alleviate environmental 
needs. 
 
It is our understanding the Sites Project would add up to 1,800,000 acre-ft. of capacity to produce 500,000 
acre-feet of critical supplies to California’s water system on an annualized basis. With its ability to 
integrate operations with the state’s water system, Sites is an approach that will help the state capture, 
store and move water where it needs to be, when it is needed most.  California will continue to face 
intense water challenges including limited supplies, a growing population, the effects of climate change, 
increased flow requirements for native fish, and water for wetlands. Now more than ever, California’s 
water system needs a more flexible and sustainable solution to capturing and storing water for beneficial 
uses, including irrigation, when it is critically needed.   
 
We encourage the California Water Commission to invest in the Sites Project and to look to fund 
qualifying above-ground surface storage projects, which should also include the Temperance Flat Project, 
to best ensure our limited financial resources are put towards securing California’s water future; a future 
where agricultural irrigation benefits from reduced uncertainty because of the enhanced ability to 
manage water more effectively.  To strengthen the California water picture, first we must expand our 
capacity to capture more water for a growing state.  
 
We look forward to advancing important above-ground surface storage projects.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
George Radanovich, President 
 
Cc: Tim Johnson, President, California Rice Commission 
Christopher Valadez, Director, Environmental & Regulatory Affairs, California Fresh Fruit Association 

mailto:cffa@cafreshfruit.com
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July 17, 2017 

Jim Watson 

General Manager 

Sites Project Authority 

P.O. Box 517 

Maxwell, CA 95955 

Dear Jim, 

The City of Orland City Council is pleased to offer its support for the Sites Project. 

The Sites Project is a proposed above ground, off-stream water storage project located 

in Northern California and would add up to 500,000 acre-feet of critical supplies to 

California's water system annually. Sites is an innovative and modern approach that 

goes beyond water supply and flood protection by adding flexibility and generating a 

much-needed new water source for improved water quality, seasonal fish flows, climate 

change and drought relief. 

The Sites Project creates an additional supply of reliable water that can be used for 

urban, agricultural, environmental, and industrial purposes. Sites would also improve 

water quality in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta) and enhance environmental 

flows to benefit the Delta's ecosystem. 

California will continue to face severe water challenges including limited supplies, a 

growing population, the effects of climate change, and increased flow requirements for 

native fish. Now more than ever, California's water system needs a more flexible, 

environmentally friendly solution to capturing and storing water for use when it's 

needed most. The Sites Project would provide an additional tool for water managers to 

effectively balance competing demands and provide safe and reliable water to support 

the current and future needs of California's environment and economy. 



Dennis G. Hoffman 

Mayor 

We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important 

project. 
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July 24, 2017 

 

 

Mr. Jim Watson  

General Manager  

Sites Project Authority  

P.O. Box 517 

Maxwell, CA 95955 

 

Re: Family Farm Alliance Support for Sites Project 

 

Dear Mr. Watson:   

 

On behalf of the Family Farm Alliance, I write to you today to convey our support for the 

proposed Sites Project application for funding from Proposition 1, the Water Storage and 

Investment Program (WSIP).   

 

The Alliance is a grassroots organization of family farmers, ranchers, irrigation districts and 

allied industries in 16 Western states.  Our membership is strong in California, where many 

farmers and ranchers rely upon water supplies provided by the water storage projects built by 

federal, state and local water visionaries of the past century. The Alliance is focused on one 

mission:  To ensure the availability of reliable, affordable irrigation water supplies to Western 

farmers and ranchers.   

 

The recent drought has ramped up much-needed public interest that will allow Western water 

providers to better manage and prepare for future dry times. Earlier this year, the heaviest rain in 

a decade overwhelmed parts of the West Coast, underscoring the critical importance of having 

modernized and enhanced water storage infrastructure in place to optimize water resources 

management for the future.  

 

Western farmers and ranchers rely on the traditional water and power infrastructure built over the 

last century to deliver irrigation water supplies vital to their farming operations. For farmers to 

survive, and for food to continue to be safely and affordably produced here in America, a stable 

water supply must be available. If we don’t find a way to restore water supply reliability for 

Western irrigated agriculture through a combination of new water supply and management 

infrastructure, other water supply enhancement efforts and demand management – our country’s 

ability to feed and clothe itself and the world will be jeopardized.   



FAMILY FARM ALLIANCE 
7/23/12 

SUPPORT LETTER FOR SITES PROJECT 

 
 

The Sites Project is a proposed above ground, off-stream water storage project located in 

Northern California and would add up to 500,000 acre-feet of critical supplies to California’s 

water system annually. Sites is an innovative and modern approach that goes beyond water 

supply and flood protection by adding flexibility and generating a much-needed new water 

source for improved water quality, seasonal fish flows, climate change and drought relief. 

 

The Sites Project creates an additional supply of reliable water that can be used for urban, 

agricultural, environmental, and industrial purposes.  Sites would also improve water quality in 

the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta) and enhance environmental flows to benefit the 

Delta’s ecosystem.  

 

California will continue to face severe water challenges including limited supplies, a growing 

population, the effects of climate change, and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now 

more than ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly 

solution to capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most.  The Sites Project would 

provide an additional tool for water managers to effectively balance competing demands and 

provide safe and reliable water to support the current and future needs of California’s 

environment and economy. 

 

We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important project.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Dan Keppen, P.E. 

Executive Director 

 
cc: Thad Bettner, Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District 

 Sandy Denn 

 Jeff Sutton, Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority  
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Dec 14, 2021 
 
Teresa Alvarado 
Chair, California Water Commission 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 
 
Dear Chairwoman Alvarado,  
 
We continue to support the Sites Reservoir Project (Sites Project) and the invaluable benefits it 
would bring to California’s farms and cities, providing much needed flexibility in our statewide 
water management system, providing water for environmental purposes, and providing much 
needed regional flood control benefits.  Named as one of the projects to “expand smart surface 
water storage where it can benefit water supply and the environment” in the Governor’s 2020 
Water Resilience Portfolio, Sites Reservoir is vital to California’s long-term success. 
 
As you know, the Sites Project is a 1.5 million acre-foot off-stream reservoir that will divert and 
store excessive Sacramento River flows.  The diversion levels will be dependent upon hydrologic 
conditions and will ensure that water taken from the Sacramento River is truly in excess of 
downstream needs.  If Sites Reservoir had been operational at the beginning of 2021, nearly 1 
million acre feet of additional water would have been available to support California’s 
environment, farms and cities during this critically dry year. 
 
What makes this project most unique and valuable is the operational flexibility it provides the 
State’s entire water system.  The reservoir will have many uses, including but not limited to, 
dedicated water for fishery and flow purposes, a reliable water supply for California agriculture, 
increased Pacific Flyway habitat for migratory birds, and greater water security for urban areas.  
As we continue to see more extreme shifts in weather of punishing droughts and excessive 
rainfall the development of smart storage, like the Sites Project and flexibility it provides, is 
critical.   
 
Thank you for the continued work that you and the Water Commission are doing to increase 
water supply reliability in the state.  We look forward to the continued partnership with exciting 
and valuable projects like Sites Reservoir.  Please call (916) 319-2003 should you need any 
additional information regarding our support of this vital project.  
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely,   
 

                             
    
James Gallagher 
Assemblymember, 3rd District 

 
Bill Dodd 
Senator, 3rd District 

 
Kevin Kiley 
Assemblymember, 6th District 

 
Vince Fong 
Assemblymember, 34th District 
 

 
Rosilicie Ochoa Bogh 
Senator, 23rd District 

 
Thurston “Smitty” Smith 
Assemblymember, 33rd District 
 

 
Brian Dahle 
Senator, 1st District 

 

 
Jim Nielsen 
Senator, 4th District 

 
Blanca Rubio 
Assemblymember, 34th District 
 

 
Kelly Seyarto 
Assemblymember, 67th District 

 
Heath Flora 
Assemblymember, 12th District 
 

 
Janet Nguyen 
Assemblymember, 72nd District 

 
Devon Mathis 
Assemblymember, 26th District 

 
Tom Lackey 
Assemblymember, 36th District 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chad Mayes 
Assemblymember 42nd District 
 
 
 
 
Shannon Grove 
Senate, 16th District 
 

 
Carlos Villapudua 
Assemblymember, 13th District 
 
 

 
Megan Dahle 
Assemblymember, 1st District  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Freddie Rodriguez 
Assemblymember, 52nd District 

 
Brian Jones 
Senator, 38th District 
 

 
Anna Caballero 
Senator, 12th District 



 
January 7, 2022 
 
 
The Honorable Gavin Newsom 
Governor 
1021 O Street, 9th Floor    
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear Governor Newsom: 
 
In spite of the recent rain and snow, California continues to endure a severe drought. 
Conditions are so dire that Californians have been asked to conserve their water use. 
Farmers have already been told they will not receive any allocations from the State 
Water Project.  
 
Water is life.  
 
This cannot be truer than in the Central Valley.  
 
Yet, the State has failed in its planning for water storage and conveyance to meet the 
growing demand. Many have said that the state budget is a reflection of our values. If 
this is the case, then this year’s budget must include funding for water storage and 
conveyance.  

With an estimated $31 billion surplus, the State must dedicate $3.285 billion to water 
storage and conveyance that could be allocated as follows:   

 $2.6 billion to fully fund the already voter-approved Sites Reservoir; and  
 $685 million for the repair of the Friant-Kern/Delta-Mendota Canals and 

the San Luis Field/San Joaquin Divisions of the California Aqueduct.  

 
This critical funding will provide drinking water for the State’s nearly 40 million residents, 
help maintain river flows, and irrigate California’s robust farms that grow a third of the 
country’s vegetables and two-thirds of its fruits and nuts. 
 
Water agencies and districts across the State including the Kern County Water Agency 

have declared a water emergency.  



 

This follows the draconian announcement by the California Department of Water 

Resources that 2022’s water supply allocation will be zero. Already hit by the port 

congestion crisis, this is another detrimental blow to California’s farmers.  

As a result, farmers are forced to rely on already strained groundwater basins to make 

up for the shortage.  

Water efficiency has been a priority for farmers for years, hence, conservation alone 

cannot solve the state’s scarce water supply. Conservation is a short-term solution to a 

long-term problem. California law asserts that humans have water rights. 

California is heading into its third year of bone-dry conditions. There must be a sense of 

urgency. The need for reliable and dependable water supply infrastructure and 

conveyance is paramount to public health, animal life and economic viability. 

It was only six years ago that the State experienced devastating dry conditions. 

Droughts are recurring, and will occur again. To avert economic pain and harm to public 

health and the environment, we ask you to commit $3.285 billion to fund water storage 

and conveyance.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Vince Fong        
Vice Chair, Assembly Budget Committee 
 
 
 
Cc: Assemblymember Marie Waldron, Assembly Republican Leader 
Senator Scott Wilk, Senate Republican Leader 
Assemblymember Phil Ting, Chair, Assembly Budget Committee 
Senator Nancy Skinner, Chair, Senate Budget & Fiscal Review Committee 

____________________________ 
Jim Nielsen    
Vice Chair, Senate Budget & Fiscal Review 
Committee 
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